
Based on the principles of bulb lasagna layering—which involves planting the largest, 
latest-blooming bulbs at the deepest level and the smallest, earliest-blooming bulbs closest 
to the surface—I have compiled a revised planting guide utilizing the varieties available on 
your list. 

This guide is designed for container planting and aims for a long succession of blooms, 
moving from the tiny, vibrant early-spring flowers to the grand finale of the tall tulips and 
other late-season varieties. 

 

I. Preparation and Materials 
 

A. Container Selection: 
The container must be substantial, with a minimum depth of 12 inches (30 cm) to 
accommodate three distinct layers and sufficient root space below the deepest bulbs.1 Ensure 
the pot has large, functional drainage holes to prevent waterlogging, which can be lethal to 
dormant bulbs.1 
B. Planting Medium: 
Use a high-quality, well-draining potting mix. To enhance aeration and drainage, which is 
crucial for high-density planting, consider mixing in perlite or vermiculite.3 
C. Nutrition: 
Bulbs thrive on stored energy, but in competitive container environments, a boost is beneficial. 
Incorporate a balanced granular fertilizer (such as a 10-10-10) or one high in potassium ('K' 
number) between layers to support robust flower development.4 
 

II. The Three-Layer Planting Sequence 
 

The following sequence places your largest, late-blooming bulbs at the bottom layer (Layer 1) 
and your smallest, earliest-blooming varieties at the top (Layer 3).5 

 

Layer Depth Bloom Timing Your Bulb 
Varieties 
(Quantity) 

Planting 
Instruction 

Layer 1 6–8 inches Late Spring All 10 Tulip Place 
pointy-end 



(Deepest) from surface Varieties (60) up.1 These 
are your 
largest bulbs 
and form the 
foundation.6 

   Eremurus (2) 
& Fritillaria (4) 

Plant these 
large, late 
varieties in 
the absolute 
deepest layer 
alongside the 
tulips.7 

Layer 2 
(Middle) 

3–4 inches 
above Layer 1 

Mid-Season Anemone 
(10) & 
Muscari (15) 

Scatter 
loosely for a 
natural look. 

   Hyacinth - 
Caribbean 
Dream (4) 

Hyacinths 
provide 
fragrance 
and structure 
in the 
mid-layer.8 

Layer 3 
(Top) 

Just below 
final soil 
surface 

Early Spring Crocus (20) & 
Snowcrocus 
(20) 

These are 
your first 
blooms of 
spring.5 

   Chionodoxa 
(10) & 
Puschkinia 
(20) 

Scatter 
generously 
over the soil 
surface. 
These small 
bulbs require 
minimal soil 
cover.5 

 

Step-by-Step Directions 



 

1.​ Start the Base: Place a layer of potting mix at the bottom of the container, creating a 
base 4 to 6 inches deep to allow for sufficient root development for the lowest layer.9 

2.​ Plant Layer 1 (Late Bloomers): Arrange all 10 varieties of Tulips, Fritillaria, and 
Eremurus on top of the base layer. 
○​ Spacing: Plant them snugly, leaving about 1 inch of space between bulbs. Ensure 

they do not touch the pot walls or each other to prevent rot.1 

3.​ Create the Soil Shelf: Cover Layer 1 completely with 3 to 4 inches of potting mix.1 Firm 
the soil gently to create a level shelf. If using granular fertilizer, incorporate it into this 
layer of soil.4 

4.​ Plant Layer 2 (Mid-Season): Arrange the Anemones, Hyacinths, and Muscari on the 
new soil surface. 
○​ Staggering is Key: To ensure the shoots from the large tulips below have a clear 

path, offset the placement of the Layer 2 bulbs so they do not sit directly above the 
bulbs in Layer 1.8 

5.​ Create the Second Shelf: Cover Layer 2 with 2 to 3 inches of potting mix and gently 
level it. Add any remaining granular fertilizer here. 

6.​ Plant Layer 3 (Early Bloomers): Place the Crocuses, Snowcrocuses, Chionodoxa, and 
Puschkinia on the surface. These small bulbs only require a shallow cover of soil. You 
can plant these very densely.5 

7.​ Finish and Water: Fill the container with the final layer of potting mix, leaving a small gap 
below the rim for watering. Water the pot thoroughly until water flows freely from the 
drainage holes. This settles the soil and encourages initial root growth.4 

8.​ Mulch: Apply a 2 to 3-inch layer of organic mulch (e.g., shredded bark or straw) to the 
surface. This helps insulate the bulbs and maintain consistent soil moisture.4 

 

III. Post-Planting Care (Overwintering) 
 

Overwintering (Crucial for Containers): 
Containers expose bulbs to much colder temperatures than garden soil, and they need 
protection in cold climates.10 You must store the pot in a location that remains consistently 
cold (providing vernalization) but reliably above freezing (40°F–55°F).11 
●​ Ideal Storage: An unheated garage, shed, or cold frame works well.11 

●​ Keep it Dark and Dry: Keep the container out of direct sunlight to prevent premature 
sprouting, which exhausts the bulb's energy.11 Protect the pot from excessive winter rain 
and snowmelt to prevent rot, but ensure the soil does not dry out completely.11 

Spring Emergence and Maintenance: 



When the weather warms and shoots appear: 
●​ Watering: Begin watering regularly once shoots emerge, as the dense planting will cause 

the soil to dry quickly.5 

●​ Post-Bloom: As flowers fade, remove the spent flower heads (deadheading) to prevent 
seed production.5 Crucially, allow all the foliage to yellow and die back naturally 
before pruning. This process is essential for the leaves to create and store the energy the 
bulb needs to bloom again the following year.5 
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