High Impact Tutoring: Making a Real Difference

By Catherine Rayburn-Trobaugh

What Is High Impact Tutoring?

High Impact Tutoring is an evidence-based
educational strategy that provides students with
frequent, targeted instruction in small groups or one-
on-one settings. Unlike traditional tutoring, which may
occur sporadically or without a clear structure, High
Impact Tutoring is designed to be regular (often

multiple times per week), data-driven, and closely alighed with classroom learning
objectives. The goal is to accelerate academic progress, close learning gaps, and ensure
that all students, regardless of background, have the support they need to succeed.

Who Uses High Impact Tutoring?

High Impact Tutoring is being adopted by school districts, educators, and policymakers
across the United States. It is particularly effective in helping students who have fallen
behind, whether due to disruptions in schooling, learning differences, or other challenges.
Teachers, intervention specialists, and trained tutors implement these programs in both
public and private schools, as well as in after-school and community-based settings. Many
states and districts include High Impact Tutoring as part of their efforts to recover
unfinished learning, especially in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Why Is High Impact Tutoring So Effective?

There are several key reasons why High Impact Tutoring leads to significant academic
gains:

- Frequency and Consistency: Students receive tutoring regularly, allowing them to build
skills and confidence over time.

- Personalization: Instruction is tailored to each student’s strengths, needs, and learning
style. Tutors use assessment data to target specific skills or concepts.

- Strong Relationships: The small-group or one-on-one format fosters trust and rapport
between the tutor and student, which is critical for motivation and engagement.



- Integration with Classroom Learning: Tutors work closely with classroom teachers to
ensure that tutoring sessions reinforce what students are learning in school, making the
support more relevant and impactful.

- Evidence-Based Practices: High Impact Tutoring incorporates proven teaching methods
and ongoing progress monitoring to maximize effectiveness.

How Can You Get Involved?

If you’re a parent, educator, or administrator looking to boost student achievement, High
Impact Tutoring is a solution worth considering. Whether you’re interested in implementing
a program in your school or seeking tutoring services for your child, it’s important to work
with professionals who are trained and experienced in this approach. As someone who has
completed training in High Impact Tutoring, | am dedicated to helping students reach their
full potential through personalized, effective instruction.

As atrained practitioner of High Impact Tutoring, | have seen firsthand how this approach
transforms student outcomes. My experience includes working with diverse learners and
collaborating with educators to design and deliver tutoring that is tailored to individual
needs. If you’re interested in learning more about High Impact Tutoring, please

visit www.wordbranchtutor.com or contact me at catherine@wordbranchtutor.com.
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