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Dr. Mandar Chitre
Editor & Founder – Drycotec Diaries

Editor’s Page : Getting a PhD….

10 Simple Steps towards getting your PhD…

First Qualier : To begin, you must have a Masters Degree with min rst class, 60% score. This is a 
mandatory requirement. So, if you have it, let us proceed. If not, get your Masters done. 

Don't think too much, just go for it, you can do it. 

Second Qualier : Is the entrance exam, which has 2 papers, one is on your subject (Masters) & other is 
general knowledge. You have to pass both these exams with 50% passing marks. 

Third Qualier : After both papers, you will have to face a panel interview. They will ask on the subject, 
probable topic and reasons to do a PhD. You need to pass & convince the panel that you can do it. 

Fourth Qualier : Transfer Certicate & Migration Certicate from your Master's Degree has to be 
submitted. These documents will be issued by your last college only if you have completed all exit 
formalities (including returning that library book etc.) No TC & MC, No admission. 

Fifth Qualier : Now that you have paid the fees, the rst task begins. They will conduct classes on the 
Research Methodology & Quantitative Analysis for 3 months (70% attendance compulsory), followed 
by an examination. Again, you will have to pass it with 50% marks. 

Sixth Qualier : The next part is to publish min two research papers. The college helps you with a Guide 
till the nal stage. The papers have to be in your subject or related. Published by a journal, local or 
international. Without publishing two papers, it is not possible to move ahead. 

Seventh Qualier : With 2 papers published, it is now time to declare the subject of your nal thesis. Has 
to be approved by your guide. Once the title is done, you need to prepare a Synopsis. The synopsis is a 
detailed plan with concept and research methodology. It has to be approved by your guide. 

Eighth Qualier : Synopsis will be presented to a panel of judges, internal and external. The panel will 
ask difcult questions, sometime strange questions, and also ask you to make changes if required. You 
must make those changes and re-submit the synopsis in hard and soft copies for nal approval. 

Ninth Qualier : Once the synopsis is approved, the university will issue a number & authorizing you to 
conduct thesis for nal submission. You will now have to interview people, take primary and secondary 
data to analyse and prepare the nal thesis (150-200 pages), for nal submission. 

Tenth Qualier : Now you will face 2 exams, internal & external. They will call you for a nal presentation 
and oral examination. This can happen in 2 or 3 seatings depending on the panel. Keep doing their 
changes & coming back for re-exam. But once you are done, the PhD is yours. 





DRYMORTAR ASSOCIATION

DDA News : GOOD NEWS FOR MEMBERS !!!

Team DDA hands over lifetime fee cheque to BAI President Shri S. Narsimha Reddy, Hon. Gen. 
Treasurer Shri Mohinder H. Rijhwani & Hon. Gen. Secretary Shri Gyanchand Madhani. From team 

DDA,  Dr. Mandar Chitre, Dr. B.L. Maheshwari, Dr. Rachna Pandey & Charles A.J. along with Rishab 
Maheshwari during their Annual Satyanarayan Puja at Mumbai ofce. 

DDA signs an affiliation membership with Builders Association of India. 

HIGHLIGHTS : Members of DDA will get invites to all events of BAI across India & Their members 
will attend our event.

BAI was founded in 1941 & has 20,000 plus direct members spread over about 200 plus Centres 
across India. Various regional associations afliated to BAI, add another 1,50,000 indirect members. 

A joint afliation will help members of DDA to generate business & solve common issues in 
products, compliances, standards & services. 



We invite you to please nominate yourself to take up these open positions. Please contact me to 
take up these roles and contribute towards growing our association. 
Write to me on my email - mandar.chitre@batonconsultants.com 

DRYCOTEC DRYMORTAR ASSOCIATION : NEWS

DRYMORTAR ASSOCIATION

Our Team of Managing Committee & Technical Committee 

have formed the following structure.

Name

Dr. Prem Sherin

Rajesh Joshi

Dr. Arjunan 

Dr. Parag Solanki

Nandan Pradhan 

Dr. Satyanarayana D

Anupam Shil

Dr. Rachna Pandey

Dr. Mandar Chitre

Position

President

Vice President

Chief Technical Ofcer

Jt. Chief Technical Ofce

Conference Convener

Vice President – Research 

Vice President – Training 

Vice President - Projects 

Secretary

Company

Adani Cement

STP Berger

MYK Laticrete

Sika India

Mcon Rasayan

HIL 

STP Berger

Mcon Rasayan

Baton Consultants

INVITING MANUFACTURERS OF DRY MORTARS TO 
TAKE UP THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS

OPEN POSITIONS

Regional President - NorthVP - Media Regional President – East

Regional President - West Regional President - South Regional President – Central

VP - Standards Jt. Secretary Jt. Conference Convener





DRYMORTAR ASSOCIATION

INVITATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

“We invite you all to come and join the largest knowledge sharing and learning platform of building 
materials products and solutions. The main objective of this association would be to bring in advance 
business ideas, introduce cutting edge technologies, learn latest trends and help industry to grow and 
adapt best practices. Our Association has lot of professionals from varied discipline and industry 
veterans who had spent decades in different verticals of the building materials business . To make this 
association more richer in knowledge and pollinate the best practices we invite entrepreneur's and 
professionals to join us” – Dr. Prem Sherin, President Drycotec Drymortar Association

(Head Sales & Market Dev at Adani cement (Ambuja + ACC)

MESSAGE FROM CHIEF TECHNICAL OFFICER

“We shall work with the government organizations and national and international standards, institutions 
to upgrade our standards and promote the quality and uniformity of the dry mix products sold in the 
market” – Dr. Arjunan P. 

Vice President (Research and Development) MYK Laticrete

TO BENEFIT:

-  Become a Member : Join DDA to access various advantages.
-  Attend Trainings : Participate in training sessions to enhance skills and knowledge.
-  Participate in Conference : Engage in conferences to gain insights and networking opportunities.
-  Gain benets : Enjoy the privileges and advantages of being a DDA member.
-  Become United : Showcase afliation by incorporating our logo in your branding.  
- Give back to Community : Contribute to charity projects and make a positive impact on communities.

MEMBER BENEFITS

Collaborate with end-users to promote new technologies. Special programs available 
for Builders, Architects, Engineers, and Masons.Science

Participate in the DDA Certicate Leadership Program, a comprehensive program led 
by top professionals for individuals new to the Drymortars eld.Education

DDA will establish its own journal and welcome research papers from members, 
providing valuable resources.Research

Engage in regional projects with committee members to contribute to the betterment 
of communities.Social Welfare

Support initiatives aimed at improving the lives of laborers and preventing child labor 
at construction sites.Charity

Attend conferences in Mumbai and Bangalore to gain knowledge and address 
environmental issues.Environment







My Global Diaries : 

Ready Plaster Reaches Zambia – A Baton Consultants Review

““

Zambia, a centrally located country in Africa with a population of approximately 20 Million is one of the 
most highly urbanised countries in sub-Saharan Africa. The capital city is Lusaka & language spoke is 
English. Travel time is between 8 to 16 hours, you can travel via Dubai, Adis Ababa or Dar-e-slam. 
Getting visa is very easy and take about a week. freely available and is of excellent quality. 

No specic vaccine such as yellow fever etc. are required to enter the country. Readers to specially note 
that it is a very safe country and has a comfortable weather conditions. The two main revenue sources 
are Copper & Tourism, which helps generate employment for all. Other minerals are also present in 
Zambia, most importantly River Sand is freely available and is of excellent quality. 

Bimbe Trading is a well established company in Zambia doing business in paints, chemicals & multiple 
other products under the leadership of Zaki Nadal & Hussein Nadal. Recently the company established 
their fully automated Dry Mortar Plant introducing Ready Plaster for the rst time in Zambia. They are the 
rst company to introduce Ready Plaster. 

Zambia has a few companies which sell other dry mortar products. 

For more information & 
doing business in 

Zambia, please contact 
mandar.chitre@

batonconsultants.com









My White Diaries :  @VIDHARBHA 

““

Pradeep Maheshwari is an entrepreneur & a passionate strategist who is intensely toiling for the 
upliftment of his province. In this article he describes the potential in detail. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF DOLOMITE & ITS MINING

LIMESTONE IN YAVATMAL HAVING DIFFERENT PROPERTIES As after Calcination with nearby Coal 
Yavatmal black limestone gives Super Quality White Lime very famous in whole state.In Wani Taluka 
Rajur village having many small lime manufacturing units working. 50 Such units working here since 
Decades.

SUPER WHITE LIME PRODUCED IN YAVATMAL DIST Earlier used for White Wash of houses in Villages 
used for its bleaching properties. Such properties prevent walls from insects, mosquitoes also 
brightness helping such homes to keep shining round the year.

WITH TIME CHANGES NOW THIS WHITE LIME USED For making different types of Wall Care Products 
like Cement Paint, Lime Plaster, Marking in Play Ground etc. Many such Micro and Small units now 
working in Wani Taluka of Yavatmal Dist. Many decades old units now doing modernisation with 
Capacity Expansion.

WANI TALUKA MOST PROSPEROUS BECAUSE OF LIMESTONE AND COAL NEARBY Such location only 
at Wani in whole country where in 50 km Vicinity Limestone & Coal both mined in bulk quantities. Earlier 
most of Lime was used for domestic household usage but with time passing now Industrial Usage also 
increased manifold. 

MANY SMALL AND MICRO UNITS BASED ON LIME WORKING NEAR WANI* Still having lots of potential 
for new units to come and ourish, Huge deposits of limestone & nearby Coal, Central Location create 
most attractive business opportunities for new entrepreneurs. Minerals Policy under preparation must 
include this.

LIME WITH WHITENESS USED IN MANY INDUSTRIES Steel, Water Treatment, Sugar Mills, Colours & 
Pigments, Insecticides like many things. MSMC State PSU also having large limestone deposits must be 
given as assured input for units want to come.

LIME WITH WHITENESS AVAILABLE IN FEW STATES ONLY Like Rajasthan, MP,TS and Maharashtra 
only. India still imports bulk quantities of Lime from Middle East, Vietnam, Thailand. Here with specic 
Chemistry large MSMEs can plan investments as follow,

MOST OF DETERGENT BRANDS USING WHITE DOLOMITE. In bulk quantities as ller. Many famous 
companies buying White Dolomite from Nagpur & Surrounding areas. Many small local brands also 
frequent buyers of this *MIRACLE MINERAL*

WHITE AND COLOURED RANGOLI ALMOST USED IN ALL FESTIVALS Made near Nagpur by ladies in 
Villages. Now grinding units installed making large quantities sold in many states. 

MANY WHITE DOLOMITE AREAS STUCK UP IN FORESTS NEEDS TO BE CLEARED AS MANY LADIES 
SELF HELP GROUPS CAN ENGAGE FOR LIVELIHOOD



“R.S. Enterprises is a “One Call Company”, it takes only One call to solve a problem or meet our 
demand” – Mukesh Kanani, M.D. Easy Buildcon 

My Interview Diaries : 

Mr. Mukesh Kanani of Eazy Buildcon 

““

Q. Tell us about your business & company 

Mukesh Kanani : EAZY BUILDCON was founded in 2014, with its agship manufacturing unit at Kim 

Surat, Gujarat. The company aims to provide a range of ready-mix plaster variants for multiple 

construction requirements. Over the years, EAZY Buildcon has earned trust & goodwill through its 

valued product portfolio & by maintaining the nest quality in their products.  With the support and trust 

of our valued partners, EAZY Buildcon has rapidly grown and scaled up operations by setting up our 

largest plant in 2019 spread over 4 acres at Bharuch, Gujrat.  Today we have reached a manufacturing 

capacity of more than 18,000 tonnes per month. With a team of qualied laboratory technicians and 

state-of-the-art cutting-edge technology, we strive to full the need for durable, reliable and sustainable 

infrastructure development in India.

Q. What makes R.S. Enterprises the first choice for your company ?

Mukesh Kanani : I think R.S. Enterprises are more focused on providing all types of solutions to the 

Drymortar industry. They always focus is on New Product Development and Re-engineering of any 

existing system as per customer requirements. All designing and manufacturing are taken under the 

supervision of experts. Their team of experienced industrial technocrats work on an economical and 

quality solution which helps in improving our production efciency.

Q. Who are your customers ?

Mukesh Kanani : We have been successfully doing business with companies like, Godrej Properties, 

Piramal Realty, BRIZEAL, AVIGHNA, LOKHANDWALA CONSTRUCTIONS, WEST BEST BUILDCON, 

KOTHARIS – Kothari M Developers Pvt Ltd, CRYSTAL – A Mukesh Group Venture, SAHAKAR 

DEVELOPERS, SEJAL REALTY, KONARK SHAKTI DEVELOPERS, YAMUNA INNOVATIVE SPACES, RNA 

BUILDERS & More. 



My Tech Diaries : 

Fundamentals of Factory Flooring

““

Sanjay Chitnis, Retired Sr. Vice President (Technical Services), JK Lakshmi cement Ltd has almost four 
decades of experience in the eld of cement. He is an engineer from the COEP college in Pune, has done 
his MDI program from Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta, Indian Institute of Management, 
Lucknow & Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad. He has also done his MBA from Annamalai 
University. Mr. Chitnis is very punctual, down to earth, smart with Sound civil engineering knowledge 
coupled with administration & managerial capabilities. He loves writing short articles on Sundays on 
LinkedIn. We have taken one such very interesting article from him for the benet of our readers. 

The thickness of the epoxy coating depends on the application. The condition of the concrete oor is a 
major factor in determining the thickness of the epoxy coating. Thinner epoxy coatings are used for new 
concrete or concrete surface having good condition.  Epoxy coatings for industrial ooring can range 
from 300 microns to 5 mm thick. Manufacturer's claim that Epoxy ooring with a thickness of 2 to 4 mm 
is tougher and can withstand the pressure of forklifts regularly.

With growing functional requirements, increasing 
focus on sustainability & increasing awareness, 
the concrete oor coatings market is witnessing 
growth .People need durable, aesthetically 
pleasing, eco-friendly ,low-VOC (volatile organic 
compounds) and easy-to-maintain ooring 
solutions across industries. Epoxy coatings 
dominate the concrete oor coatings market, 
because of their durability, chemical resistance, 
and widespread applications across industries.

Epoxy involves the application of two liquid 
components– a resin and a hardener -- curative – 
that chemically bond together. When mixed and 
applied properly, the resulting chemical reaction 
creates a very hard surface and very strong bond. 
Epoxy resins are formed by epichlorohydrin and 
phenolic reactions. It's crucial to choose the right 
product for your surface and properly prepare it 
before applying the epoxy.

For industrial ooring application, following types of epoxy are used

Ÿ Self-Dispersing Epoxy Coatings    

Ÿ Self-Levelling Epoxy Coatings

Ÿ Mortar Epoxy Coatings for Floors

Ÿ Gravelled Epoxy Coatings for Floors

Ÿ  Epoxy Terrazzo Floor Coatings

Ÿ  Epoxy Antistatic Floor Coatings

Ÿ  Vapour Barrier Epoxy Coatings

Ÿ  Epoxy Flaked Floor Coatings

Following the manufacturer's instructions, using the right tools and equipment is essential for proper 
application. Surface must be dry for application. Epoxy oor coatings come in virtually any colour. 
Textures like metallic and quartz creates a surface that's also slip resistant. Epoxy's impermeability to 
liquids makes it impossible for mold and bacteria to grow in the porous concrete below the epoxy 
coating. In warehouses with forklifts or other moving machinery, oor striping is a popular safety 
feature.

During the installation phase, one of the most important things a contractor can do is maintain a 
consistent temperature and humidity level. This helps the oor to cure properly after the installation.

Epoxies are vulnerable to extreme temperatures, and to certain substances, like lactic acid, or UV 
radiation, which can both degrade the appearance of an epoxy oor coating.
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