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Mango Crop : We were not ready

| The 2026 season for Ratnagiri’s famous Alphonso
(Hapus) mangoes has been extremely challenging.
Erratic weather, unseasonal rain, cold waves, humidity,
and pest attacks severely affected flowering and
fruit setting across the Konkan belt. Production in
Ratnagiri is estimated to be down by nearly 70-90%,
leading to sharp price increases and limited

market supply. So why did we not predict, not take
appropriate action, because..... We were not ready

Gas & Fuel : We were not ready

India is currently facing pressure on fuel and cooking gas
supplies due to ongoing geopolitical tensions, through
which a major share of India’s LPG imports pass. Some
regions have seen long queues, delayed LPG deliveries,

and localized diesel shortages. Rising global crude prices
and logistics disruptions are the main concerns affecting
consumers and industries. Why did we not predict, build
larger storages, find alternates, because......We were not ready

The rise of gold : We were not ready
)\ Gold prices are rising due to global economic uncertainty,
# =\ geopolitical tensions, inflation fears, and strong demand
8% from investors and central banks. A weaker Indian rupee
has also made imported gold more expensive in India, /4
since gold is traded globally in US dollars. Rising crude (@
oil prices, market volatility, and concerns over global
conflicts have further pushed investors toward gold,

Indian markets.

For those who are not married :
We are not ready for Marriage

For those who want to buy a home :
We are not ready with the finances

For those who want Passport :
We are not ready, did not apply

For those who want Job :
We are not ready, did not network

For those who want water :
> We are not ready, did not dig
& the well in time

> So why don’t we proactively think ’2{
—  of tomorrow & take action
7 appropriately ???
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My Tile Adhesives Diaries : Ceramic Tile Adhesives from the
Producer’s Perspective

Part of a Literature Review, by Jacek Michalak from the Research and Development Centre, Atlas sp. z
0.0., 2, Kilinskiego St., 91-421 Lodz, Poland, has been produced to benefit our readers.

Influence of Redispersible Polymer Powders on the Properties of CTAs

The CTAs used today would not meet the expectations of users and the requirements resulting from the
regulations on the placement of a construction product on the market without the modification of their
properties through the use of redispersible polymer powders (RPPs). Polymers have been used to
modify mortars since ancient times.

Egyptians and Romans modified lime plasters using natural polymers, such as Arabic gum, glutin glues
produced from animal skins or bones, and fig juice. They and others also used egg yolks, casein, milk
protein, proteins from horns, and the claws of wild and farm animals to modify building mortars [30].
Before the “era” of RPPs in the 1950s and 1960s, polymers were widely used as water dispersion to
improve cementitious mortars.

The use of two-component systems—cementitious dry-
mix and dispersion—was associated with the possibility
of using the incorrect proportions as a result of human
error on the construction site. In addition, the liquid
component in the system was sensitive to the action of
microorganisms. These inconveniences were eliminated
by the fact that, in the 1950s, RPP was obtained (RPPis an
organic polymer material obtained in the spray-drying
process from dispersion); the fact that, in 1970, RPP was
a copolymer containing ethylene in its composition was
an important factor in the development of CTAs with
increased parameters (class C2).

RPPs, similarly to cellulose ethers, affect both the properties of fresh and set mortars. An undesirable
side effect of polymeric additives (both RPPs and cellulose ethers) in the CTA formulation is the
formation of a dry skin on the mortar surface. This is created due to water drying from the surface
layer. The dry external layer (skin) has different properties to the bulk body underneath. The thickness
of the skin (the external surface layer) ranges from 0.1 mm (initial) to 1 mm about 30 min after applying
fresh CTA. The skin’s formation on the CTA’s surface limits its application, mainly when the skin is
formed before the ceramic tile is applied.




For CTAs, adhesion to the substrate is the most desirable feature. The presence of RPP in the CTA
significantly increases the value of this parameter. RPPs increase the tensile strength of cementitious
mortars. This is crucial in the case of thin-layer mortars. The increase in tensile strength is related to
the positive effect on the ability to bridge cracks, and to the transverse deformation (also known as
elasticity) of polymer-modified mortar.

The vast majority of studies on the influence of RPPs Ceramics 2021, on the compressive strength in
cement systems showed that the value of this property is reduced. Independent research by Sakai et
al. and Schultze et al. showed that the decrease in compressive strength is directly proportional to the
polymer additive’s concentration. Additionally, both researchers showed that the amount of powder
used does not affect the durability of the mortar. All of the tests proved the increase in the flexural
strength of cement systems modified by RPPs. In addition, it was observed that the increase in flexural
strength is significantly influenced by the maturation conditions of the mortar samples for testing. The
studies by Sakai et al. showed that the maximum increase in flexural strength was observed after adding
10% by weight RPP to the cement, and a further increase in the amount of RPP in the system did not
cause any changes.

Anotherimportant aspect of RPP-modified cement systems is their durability. Durability is an important
aspect when considering the system of mixed binders based on mineral-polymer binders and their
environmental performance. Research by Mirza et al. showed that the modification of cement mortars
with polymers increases the resistance of the mortar to freeze-thaw cycles [48]. Studies made by
Schulze and Killermann of polymer-modified mortars subjected to outdoor and indoor exposure, using
scanning electron microscopy, showed no changes in the morphology of the polymers in the mortars
over the ten years of exploitation.

Other properties that are the subject of research on polymer-modified mortars include, among other
things, the aeration of the mixture, the ability to reduce the amount of water to needed to prepare fresh
mortar, and the increase of the water retention capacity of the system. Of course, in mortars, the water
retention capacity is mainly due to the use of cellulose ethers. Wang et al. showed that RPPs have such
properties; the concentrations for which similar effects are observed for cellulose ethers are at least
one order of magnitude higher.

RPPs are characterized by the ability to inhibit cement hydration processes. Despite the many years of
research carried out in many centers around the world, it is not possible to indicate whether the
interactions between the clinker phases undergoing hydration, the products of hydration of the clinker
phases and the produced cement matrix, and the polymer contained in the system are only physical,
or whether the observed modification effects are the result of synergistic coexisting physical and
chemical interactions. Various conclusions are drawn about the nature of the cement-polymer
interaction.
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Technical Excellence

Concrete and infrastructure professional

associated with the execution and technical

support of high-performance projects

aceoon ki, Since 2070, contrubeg BIS / IS CODE TESTING, LIMITS & RECOMMENDED USES

through quality-focused practices, material
performance awareness and execution

i excellence. Currently associated with
UltraTech Cement ‘ c ‘ ‘ m
IMPORTANT BIS / IS CODES FOR CEMENT | —

© OPC 33 Grade — 15269 BIS STANDARD HIGHER BETTER SUSTAINABLE  TRUSTED FOR
& OPC 43 Grade — IS 8112 STRENGTH DURABILITY  CONSTRUCTION GENERATIONS
@ OPC 53 Grade — IS 12269 Assured Stronger Long Lasting Eco-Friendly  Engineered for
© PPC Cement — 1S 1489 (Part 1) Quality Structures Construction Solutions Better Tomorrow
& PSC Cement — 1S 455
& Physical Tests — 1S 4031 L
@ Chemical Tests — 154032 p
PHYSICAL TEST PARAMETERS (AS PER IS 4031)
SR. IS CODE
NO. TEST PARAMETER REFERENCE BIS RECOMMENDED LIMIT PURPOSE / RECOMMENDATION
OPC = 225 m?/kg Better hydration &
Fi Blaine's Air P bilit IS 4031
1 ineness (Blaine's Air Permeability) S 4031 (Part 2) PPC = 300 m2/kg strength development
2 Standard Consistency IS 4031 (Part 4) 26% - 33% Water Determinges Wi ter requivatmant
for cement paste
|
| s Iritial Setting Tirie IS 4031 (Part 5) Minimum 30 Minutes Adugiete Sime-for plasing
and finishing
t
4 Final Setting Time IS 4031 (Part 5) Maximum 600 Minutes Proper hardening of cement
|
v Prevents expansion, cracking
5 Soundness (Le-Chatelier Method) 1S 4031 (Part 3) < 10 mm R :
and disintegration
. OPC 33 Grade = 33 MPa ; ;
h Conf t h t
6 ?3"’;?25;";&::;&““ IS 4031 (Part 6) OPC 43 Grade > 43 MPa s TRngh auieveiien
" ¥ OPC 53 Grade = 53 MPa
7 Specific Gravity Standard Practice Around 3.15 For acct:trate X deaian
calculations
8 Heat of Hydration IS 4031 Lower‘|s preferred Beduces therma.l cracking
k (As per project requirement) in mass concreting

‘@ Note: Test methods and limits as per relevant IS Codes. Values are typical for general guidance.

CHEMICAL PARAMETERS (AS PER IS 4032) RECOMMENDED USES OF CEMENT TYPES

SR. * Residential Buildings
bred CHEMICAL PROPERTY ISCODE | BIS LIMIT OPC 43 GRADE e
* Masonry Work
1 Loss on Ignition (LOI) IS 4032 = 5% usgna) : Norrna]ryRCC Work
: = High Rise Buildings
2 Insoluble Residue IS 4032 < 4% ; ; OPC 53 GRADE o
1S 12269 * Prestressed Concrete
3 Magnesia Content (MgQ) IS 4032 = 6% ( ) + High Strength RCC
T « Mass Concreting
4 Sulphuric Anhydride (SO3) IS 4032 = 3% s\ PPC CEMENT » Plastering
-.\ Al /l (IS 1489) . Brickwolrk
5 Chloride Content (Cl—) IS 4032 = 0.1% * Hydraulic Structures
* Durable Structures
= * Marine Structures
Chemical composition within limits ensures durability, & PSC CEMENT + Coastal Projects
strength, and resistance against harsh envirenments. T (IS 455) + Sewage Structures
+ Aggressive Environments )
IMPORTANT SITE RECOMMENDATIONS
‘ -SI:CIIT-_' cement Uy Ufe fresh cement Chack manufastiring Abways verify Cunducll.‘ pelriudic ( ;I:!dzr::c:;emnt
J in dry, covered E within momended date befare tse = 151/ I_BIS fab testing as per — i ahl
areas storage peried marking 15 4037 & 15 4032

requinement

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION STARTS
WITH BIS COMPLIANT CEMENT

&) PREPARED FOR TECHNICAL AWARENESS & QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
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10.00 am o The World Of Concrete Exhibition,
to 02.00 pm NESCO Hall No. 4, Mumbai
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Bombay Exhibition Centre, Mumbal

DRYCOTEC

DRYMORTAR ASSOCIATION

[

5t June 2026
E (Friday)

A premier leadership summit focused on driving excellence in
Quality of Process, Production & Execution in the dry mortar industry.

Gain valuable insights from 20 industry leaders and experts sharing practical strategies,
innovations, and best practices for a quality-driven future.

MEET OUR 20 EMINENT SPEAKERS

Anirudh Dani

o
Nilanjan Bose Amol Khire Dr Parag Solanki Rajeev Gupta
President Managing Director Director BU Industria Director R&D & QC Business Head, India,
JK Cement Ltd VAC Buildcare Pvt Ltd. IMCD India Pvt Ltd. Sika India Pvt Ltd ECMAS Const Chem Pvt. Ltd

i

Dr. Soumen

A4

Abhijit Natoe

Kamal Jeet Bawa Dr. Sunil Bauchkar Col. Sanjay Adsar
Chakroboarty Chief Executive Officer Chief Manufacturing Head Technical Sr. General Manager B.G.
Technology Head Precise Conchem Pyt Ltd. Officer MBT Const Chem India Shrike Construction
Himadri Speciality Kansai Nerolac Paint Pt Ltd. Technology Pvt. Ltd.
Chemicals Ltd Ltd,

Rutvik Dave Ragesh Rawat Mavin Aswani Dr. Arjunan P Alcide Coelho
Head Purchase & President Managing Director Global R&D Head Chief Quality Officer
Supply Chain Ultratech Cement Ltd, Unit Aswani Industries Pvt Ltd, MYK Laticrete India Pvt Ltd. Godrej Leadership Forum
MYK Laticrete (1) Pvt Ltd. Birlawhite {Keynote Speaker)

C. Santosh Kumar Naidu

—
Anupam Shil

vil

A

Head of O S Snura.bh Bansal Salim 1. Rehman Dr. Mandar Chitre
e :ug p{«;zhons Head of Technical Managing Director Managing Director Feunder & Director Drycotec
£ ' STP Limited Magicrete Building Faisal Roofing Solutions (1) Drymortar Association
Uitratach'Cecuesc i -AEL) Solutions Pyt Ltd., Put Ltd. (Moderator)
This summit is a must-attend for all industry
professionals who seek knowledge, innovation, LIMITED SEATS

and leadership in Quality of Process,
Production & Execution.

A BIG THANK YOU TO INFORMA MARKETS

REGISTER NOW!

for giving us a platform to conduct this important conference.

INVITATION TO DELEGATES | BB rovcoriivoor ‘ Call:

4 mandar.chitre@batonconsultants.com 9823158583

BE PART OF THE QUALITY REVOLUTION IN DRY MORTAR INDUSTRY!
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A NEW DAWN FOR INDIA'S Sty
CONSTRUCTION FUTURE

Inauguration by

Shri Eknath Shinde

Dy. Chief Minister of Maharashtra &
Minister for Urban Development,
Minister of Housing &
Minister for Public Works

3rd June 2026

Inauguration Ceremony

O Bombay Exhibition Centre,
< Mumbai

India’s Only Concrete Show
Where India’s leading con_structl'on chemical brands take centre stage.

~ CALLING ALL INDUSTRY LEADERS

ga2y Contractors ﬂ%ﬂ Builders /*\ Architects ‘»O Engineers

Officials Suppliers Manufacturers
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oD :
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THE LABOUR CRISIS IN

MANUFACTURING & HOW VT CORP

| .
In today's fast-paced and highly competitive manufacturing landscape, industries are facing
increasing operational challenges from skilled labour shortages and rising production demands to

stricter quality expectations and the need for cleaner, more efficient operations.

For industries such as dry mix mortar, wall putty, cement, minerals, and powder processing,
packaging operations have become a critical factor in maintaining productivity, dispatch
efficiency, and product consistency. Traditional manual systems are no longer sufficient to meet

modern manufacturing expectations.

a

DRIVES EVERY STEP”

Automation is rapidly transforming
the packaging industry by enabling
manufacturers to achieve faster,
smoother, and more reliable
operations.

This is where intelligent packaging
solutions from VT Corp are helping
industries reduce labour dependency
while improving efficiency, accuracy,
and operational reliability.

i 5 3
1 )

Wall Putty

Improve packaging accurac
P P ging Y Enhance dust-free operations

Reduce operational downtime Increase production efficiency

Minimize product wastage Achieve faster dispatch cycles

Integrated systems today connect product handling, bagging,
conveying, weighing, dust extraction, and palletizing operations to
create a streamlined packaging process from start to finish.

As industries continue to modernize, automation is

becoming essential for maintaining consistency
and long-term operational stability.

)
/
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Cement White Cement Dry Mortar
& MANY MORE

Contact Us: 9323125586 marketing@vtcorp.in
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REDUCING LABOUR DEPENDENCY

The growing importance of automation is transforming
the future of industrial packaging. As industries face
challenges such as skilled labour shortages, rising
production demands, and increasing quality
expectations, manufacturers are rapidly

moving towards smarter and more efficient
packaging operations.

At VT Corp, we focus on developing
innovative, reliable, and future-ready
packaging solutions for the dry mix,
cement, minerals, and powder handling
industries. With strong engineering expertise
and a commitment to operational excellence,
VT Corp helps industries improve efficiency,
reduce downtime, and optimize packaging
performance through intelligent automation solutions.

VT CORP packaging solutions are

VT Corp stands for:

VT CORP stands for packaging solutions that

are both efficient and innovative. From raw material intake to final pallet

dispatch, intelligent automation creates a

VT CORP ensures the long-term availability of seamless, efficient, and fully integrated
machines, components and spare parts. packaging process.

Customers always benefit from high-quality service
and have a single point of contact for all matters.

Production downtimes are avoided during planned machine conversions
thanks to advance tests in the VT CORP Experience Centre.

This ensures fast changeover times when changing over packaging
materials.

The machines and systems interlock seamlessly - from product transfer to
packaging and palletising.

Contact Us: 9323125586 marketing@vtcorp.in
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My News Diaries : About Cementing The Business

WAR FALLOUT SEEN AS A NEAR-TERM COST MODERATOR

Cement Cos Diverge on Expansion

e T T T T T T LT

Plans amid estsia Uncertainty

Total capex by top five cos
toremain largely stable this
fiscal year with three
planning major expansion

Nikita Periwal

Mu'.mbal: Largec_:ement producersare
tal-mz_ga contrasting appreach to spen-
ding in the backdrop of the West Asia
crisis, with asection continuing to aggres-
swgiy invest for growth, while others are
takmgastep backto calibrate costs in the
world’s second-largestmarket for the
building material. The total spend on
cargétal expenditure by the top five cement
s?tah gcel_‘s 1s expected to remain largely
o this ﬁ_sca] year, even as it reflects the

vergence ingrowth prioritiesof compa-
nles,ata timewhen outlook for the near-
m kme]?;a u;s cautious.

v er UltraTech
with Dalmia Bharat and Ni mrg’isag;] 4
Corp—the fourthand fifth largest cement

producers—are boosting to

around 14% mmpamdBEFYtgé.c’?hpgxﬂ?xy'ee
companies have earmarked about 215,000
crore towards capex in FY27, with U]t’m-
Tech alone accounting for two-thirds

“West Asiasituation isnear-term cost

moderator; nota structural demand
reversal,” Atul Daga, chief financial
officer; UltraTech, said recently. “The
structural drivers arefirmly inplace
India’s urbanisation story, the gnverﬁ-
ment’s infrastructurecommitment...

. Mumbai City itself spending about $60

billien in improvement of infras

[I'ihe PM{iY housing targets, mmgh'ruuglm
emand, noneof these have been :

by the West Asia erisis.” : i

Dalmia Bharat's capex target of
crore includes unspentca pigtal froti'fhog
previous year. “Capacity expansion
and becommg apan-Indiaplayerisa
key strategic priority," said Puneet
?;;1(1;;;, m gnagingdirector. ‘Allour

cedprojectsin
axt;? progressiné well.” Suhew West
uvoco Vistas, which has increased
planned capex by 26% to 900 crore, wiil'lsbe
utilising most of the capital for the refur-
bishment of its Vadraj plant.
On the other side of the campis Adani
&E:éepowned Ambuja Cement, which
cutting capex by up to 20% this
fiscal, to %6,000-6,500 crore. “...Our capex
hasnotbeenupto the mark, and that’sone
of the reasons why we are pausingand
correcting ourselves, and we wantto first
complete our projects that we havetaken
Inour hand before we startany new
projects,” said Karan Adani, director:

hree Cement, the third-largest cement

producer, acknowledged slowingdown
capex plans to ¥1,500 crore for FY27.“Even
inthelast concallof oneof ourcompeti-
tors, they havealso slowed theiraggres-
sion. 8o, we will ride the waveasit is,” said
Ashok Bhandari, senioradvisor:

L

L TR

Cement Cos Expect Costs, Muted Demand to Dent Growth

THE HEADWINDS Weak monsoon could dampen demand, ran war is keep

Companies haveguided fora
15-20% hitenoperatingprofit
madeon eachtonneof cementdue
to theprevailing higher costsof
fuel and packaging material,

Mikita Periwal

Mumbai: Cement producers are

ting profitof 887-1,253 oneach
toane of cement sold in the March
quarter, with AdaniCement’s
profitability the lowest, and Ultra-
Tech Cemant the highest. The

ing costs high, operating profits may takea hit

really looKingatacost inflation
of close to 2200 por tonne,” sald
Jayakamar Krishnaswamy, MDD,
Nuvoto Vistas Corp. “And hence,
at 7200 per tonne with the kindof
priceincrease, netofl GST, there

tempering their growthexpec-

i logistics charges, and operating profit pertonne wasata eincr ST.th
Eﬂiﬁﬁf%ﬁﬂéﬂfﬁ met m‘l:m:mm three-quarter high in the March is still going to besome zap
due to the protracted West Asia against thedollar. 4 giﬂ:‘:;\ r::l;c;?ﬁ I‘fi]:i':eunl aatill
oy e t makers cor 4 Adan|Cement, the country's

crisis, They seedemand slowing to
a5 7% increase this fiscal year
from 8-9% inFY26.

“The geopolitieal eonflict in the
Middle Eastand forecastof mode-
rate monsoon condiglonsmay act
18 headwinds for the secior and
may liipact its growth momentum
inthe short-term,” sald Neerai
Akhoury, managing director,

ShreeCement, after the company”

. atmarterly earnings recently.

Bharat. “Fuel costs

rising cost u(P?mndcahm_l.en
toanincrease inpacking costs,
said Puneet Dalmia, MD, Dalmia

up, and there might besome more
increases inthe pipeline.”

The five largest cement compa-
nies—UltraTech Cement, Adani
Cement, Shree Cement, Dalmia
s Bharat,and Nuvoco Vistas Cor-

p—aresxpectingon avarage an

Whil

ve also gone

Impact of about ¥L50 per tonne on
opcrn;mgpmﬂt’m the current
quarter.

These companies made an opera-

toraiseprices inboth Apriland
May, it may not beenoughto
mitigate the totalcost increase,
they said. Prices were raised by
arounde20per 0 kgbagin April,
with another round of £10-15 per
bagbeing implemented in Mag
“With)the blended costof fuel,
diesel priceh
andtherestof allthestuff. Tam

secand largest producerof the
constructhon malerinl. pus

Back its target of 155 million tonaie
productioneapacity lnabidto
recalibratecosts, “1think maybe
what | would eay is that the target
plansof FY28, it could moved year
-or two, let ussay, ona safer sidi, 1
woulld say FY30," said Vinod
Bahety, chiel executiveofficer

ike, bags, gypsum,

i
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TYPES OF CEMENT

Simple Guide for Stronger Construction

Choosing the correct type of cement plays a major role
in the strength, durability, and performance of a structure.

ORDINARY PORTLAND
CEMENT (OPC)

OPC

ORDINARY
PORTLAND
CEMENT
e =

sk

Key Highlights:

* Higher early strength development
¢ Suitable for RCC structures

* Widely used in general construction

Common Uses:
Foundations, beams, columns,
slabs, roads, bridges

SULPHATE RESISTANT
CEMENT (SRC)

Key Highlights:

* Resists sulphate attack

* Improves durability in aggressive
soil and water conditions

Common Uses:

Foundations in sulphate-rich soil,
sewage structures, marine and
underground works

IMPORTANT ENGINEERING CONSIDERATIONS

Selection of cement should depend on:

PORTLAND POZZOLANA
CEMENT (PPC)

Key Highlights:

¢ Better long-term durability

* Lower heat of hydration

* Improved resistance to moisture
and chemical attack

Common Uses:

Residential buildings, masonry
work, plastering, structures
exposed to damp conditions

© whiTe cement

WHITE
CEMENT

| PREUN AT

T —

S0 kg

Key Highlights:

¢ Superior aesthetic finish

* Low iron oxide content

* Smooth texture and bright appearance

Common Uses:

Decorative works, architectural
finishes, wall putty, tile grouting,
terrazzo flooring

Zan. RELEVANCE IN KASHMIR

(]
3:-], @ Environmental exposure (moisture, chemicals, sulphates)
= B Load conditions and structural requirements
[ Temperature variations (hot/cold regions)
[ Durability and long-term performance
B Type of work (RCC, masonry, plastering, finishing)

Right material + Right construction practice = Durable structure

0. Use suitable cement with proper

@ better choices for durability in such

RAPID HARDENING
CEMENT

RAPID
HARDENING
CEMENT

S0k

Key Highlights:

= Early strength development

# Reduces construction time

* Allows faster formwork removal

Common Uses:
Pavement construction, road repairs,
emergency works, fast-track projects

LOW HEAT
CEMENT

|
LOW HEAT
CEMENT

50kg

Key Highlights:

* Low heat of hydration

¢ Reduces thermal cracking risk
e Suitable for mass concrete

Common Uses:

Dams, retaining walls, large
concrete structures, mass
concrete works

Snowfall, freeze-thaw cycles,
and moisture affect structures.

waterproofing and workmanship.

PPC, SRC and Low Heat Cement are

climatic conditions.

CONCLUSION

stronger, safer, and longer-lasting structures.

Understanding the properties and applications of different types of cement
helps in selecting the right material for the right environment—ensuring




HAVER & BOECKER

dhatiiion

* CONSUMABLES
» TAILOR MADE
* HIGH-END QUALITY

BENEFIT FROM A BESPOKE BAG
TAILORED BY HAVER & BOECKER

Just like a finely tailored suit, each bag is
engineered to meet specific needs, ensuring
harmony with your product and your packing
line. Our bags not only reflect your brand'’s
identity but are also constructed for seamless
compatibility with your packing machines
and your products for efficient filling, optimal
performance, and reliability.

WHY BESPOKE BAGS?

m ONE SOURCE
We handle it all: design, testing, supply, and
continuous improvement.

m DEEP EXPERIENCE
20,000+ product types. Decades of know-
how.

m PERFECT FIT
We align your product with the ideal packing
system.

H GLOBAL PRESENCE
Worldwide sourcing, service, and support.

®m NO COMPROMISE ON QUALITY
Premium materials. Tailored specs. Consistent
excellence.

Because we know:

YOUR BAG IS
YOUR BUSINESS CARD!

For more details contact : c.gundigara@haverboecker.com
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MahaRERA PullsUp
Realtors for Slipping
on Progress Updates

Developers of 0ver 8k hsg projects issued notices
asrealty regulator tightens compliance oversight

_Kallash Bahlar

- Mumbai: The Maharashtra Real

Estate Regulatory A i

dRERA) r ry Authority (Maha-
evelgxgers of 8,212 housing projects

for failing to submit maﬁfmjﬁu-

ar_'terly,prqgmss reports (QPRs) wit-

h!n the stipulated deadline, tighte-

' hing oversight over compliance in

the state's real estate sector. As ma-

Ny as 4,644 projects belong t
‘Mumbai A

_ . Metropolitan " Region

(MMR), including 1,465 in .Tl%ane

and 1,263 in Mumbai Suburban.
Out of atotal 33,029 registered hou-

 sing projects across Maharashtra

thesedevelopersfailed toupdate
ir March quarter dls{:losurgg?;n il:
haRERA' portal by April 20, as requ-
ired under the Real Estate (Regula-
tionand Development) Act, 2016.
Taking serious note of the lapse,
the regulator issued show-cause no-
tices to all defaulting entities under

* SectionTof theAct, | . ;

Developershave been given 60days
to respond and update the pen-
dingfilings. Failure to comply co-
uld trigger stringent regulatory
action, including suspension or
cancellation of project registra-

tion, freezing of project bank ac-'

counts, and curbs on advertising
and marketing. Authorities may
also direct the joint district re-
gistrar to haltregistration of sale
and purchases in such projects,
“If any developer doesimot update
thequarterly progressrep

. cancel or keep such project's regi-
stration in abeyance,” said Manoj

" Saunik, chairman, 'MahaRERA.

i

““MahaRERA 'is of. the_:?‘.i'.view that -
stich an unpleasant sitqgtion must

notariseatall.” - T
QPRs are a critical dlsé(Jsure me-

' chanism under RERA, aimed at en-
.suring transparency for both pro-

spective buyers and existing home-
buyers. Through Forms1,2and3, de-
velopers . are required to provide

« detailed updates on construction

progress, numberof units,and gara-
ges registered, funds received, ex-
penditure incurred, and any chang-
es to approved building plans. These
filings must be certified by the pro-

ject’s engineer, architect and charte-
4 Ted accountant. :

tiated action against

~ The compliance framework also
mandates that 70% of funds collec:
‘ted from homebuyers be deposited
in a dedicated project bank account,

with withdrawals linked to certified

A Crackdown

4,644

. PROJECTS FROM MUMBA!
| METROPOLITAN REGION

" Of this 1,263
b 1,455« in Mumbai
in Thane Suburban
" FALURETOCOMPLY
* MAY TRIGGER

{ o roject reégistration .
¥ suspension/cancellation -

; Project bank

N accounts freezing

@ Mverisine,
gl I_rgark_etir_ag restrictions

9

construction progress, Even in ‘ca-
ses vmu:zne nodwimdrawals are made
Inaquarter, developers are required -
todisclosefund mﬂowsandts?;t%mita
self-certifietl statement onthe Maha. -
RERA portal. Pune accounted for
highest number of defaulting pro-

Jects at 1,957, The Mumbai Metropo-

litan Region (MMR), including the
Konkan belt, has4,644 such projects,

My News Diaries

MahaRERA has launched a major
crackdown on delayed compliance in
Maharashtra’s real estate sector,
issuing notices to 8,212 housing
projects for failing to submit mandatory
quarterly progress reports (QPRs).
Around 4,644 of these projects are from
the Mumbai Metropolitan Region.

This is a good news for the buyers,
which infact will help DMM
Manufacturers

Developers have been given 60 days to
comply, failing which authorities may
suspend registrations, freeze bank
accounts, and restrict project marketing
and sales.

The action highlights increasing
regulatory scrutiny and the need for
transparency in the sector.

Across India, real estate regulators are
tightening compliance norms under
RERA to protect homebuyers, improve
accountability, and ensure timely
disclosure of construction progress
and financial utilization.

The situation helps buyers save money
and spend more in the interiors and
modifications, furniture and other
expenses. It promotes the industry and
also ensures more business for all.




%Eﬂ% FRIGMAIRES ENGINEERS

SKID MOUNTED, PLC CONTROLLED
ADMIX AND PLASTICIZER PLANT

w Automated Dosing of Admixtures
w PLC Controlled Operations
¥ Dust-Free & Skid Mounted

¥ Precision Mixing & Dispensing

R, +91 98204 35157 | Sinfo@frigmaires.com




LC3 cement:
D- expenr | Calcined clay, limestone
== ACADEMY and lower clinker content

A cementitious alternative that seeks to reduce
clinker without losing technical value in the mix.

What is LC3? P

It is a cement formulated with o i 2\&\“
clinker, calcined clay and St i "'gi}%"g:ﬁ’:"
limestone, designed to reduce e
Ez:]tt:::he teachticns) eliiier Clinker Calcined clay Limestone

How the cementitious system is composed
: Clinker

7—‘%{'\,
Clinker remains part FeRe Prn:;videz:t%ngih
H . J al reactivity as
of the cemant., butina BRSNS e baco of
lower proportion. Y the system.

LC3
cementitious
Calcined clay p system
Calcined clay and limestone Provides pozzolanic
play a technical role activity and The three
within the mix. Ao UEIEHOVAE System 2 components work
Rtiorfzance together as part
of one system.
The logic of LC3 is to Limestone |
combine these materials . Provides fineness,
.- e ' workability and
within one cementitious e ol s
system. the reaction,
- . 9
What does it prov:de g Techrical kiterest Potential to reduce part
: e of the impact associated
Lower clinker in performance with conventional
dependence. and durability. SBBRE

Why is it relevant today?

Because it
v Because it seeks responds to the
| to make the search for more
| cementitious susta‘lnabfe
system more solutions in
efficient. construction.

In cements like LC3, innovation is not only

about using less, but about reformulating
the cementitious system more effectively.




. 100% WATERPROOF |~
Seamless & Monolithic
Protection e

MCON

MAGIC COAT PU- "

SINGLE COMPONENT POLYURETHANE i Mede & Last
WATERPROOF LIQUID MEMBRANE e

ONE COAT.

COMPLETE PROTECTION.
LASTING PEACE OF MIND.

WATERPROOF.
DURABLE.
RELIABLE.

s UV & WEATHER
',\' | RESISTANT
Stays Strong.
All Year Long.
| CRACK BRIDGING
| ABILITY T
Adapts to Movement.
Prevents Leaks. LIQUID APPLIED.
SEAMLESS PROTECTION.
ECO FRIENDLY ’ d “ '
Low VOC | Safe MCON MAGIC COAT PU'is a premium, = LI/ MCON RASAYAN INDIA LTD.
for Environment single component, polyurethane based isted Partnef In Construction Criemecs
waterproofing membrane that forms a
seamless, elastic and durable protective
E:QSY TO APPLY layer over various surfaces.
Single Component.
Ready to Use.

Saves Time & Labour. amil e e =
b & = | E

ROOFS&  BATHROOMS & BALCONIES & EXTERNAL WALLS &
TERRACES WET AREAS DECKS MORE

TRUSTED PROTECTION.
PROVEN PERFORMANCE.

Because your structure deserves the best.

MCON RASAYAN INDIA LTD.

Trusted Partner In Construction Chemicals




GYPSUM PLASTER & BOND CONSUMPTION

TECHNICAL GUIDE FOR ACCURATE ESTIMATION & QUALITY EXECUTION

1. GYPSUM PLASTER CONSUMPTION (THICKNESS BASED)

‘ Thickness of Plaster Co?;:;nnﬁt}ion Coverage of 25 kg Bag
| 10 mm 8 - 10 kg/m? ~25-3.0m
|—' 12 mm 10-12kg/m | ~20-2.3m

- 15mm 12-15kg/m* | ~16-20m

| FORMULA (THEORETICAL)

Consumption (kg/m?) = Thickness (mm) x 0.8 to 1.0
(Factor 0.8 to 1.0 depends on surface evenness and wastage)

FACTORS AFFECTING CONSUMPTION

» Surface evenness and undulations

Plaster thickness variation

« Applicator skill and method

Re-tempering or over-mixing

» Handling, transportation and storage losses

APPLICATION GUIDELINES - GYPSUM PLASTER

Recommended thickness per coat: 10 - 15 mm
Initial setting time: 20 - 30 minutes

Final setting time: 60 — 90 minutes

Ideal application temperature: 5°C to 40°C

Water demand: ~ 0.60 — 0.70 liters per kg of plaster

Mixing: Add powder to water, mix mechanically for
2 — 3 minutes for uniform consistency

NOSSEERN

Do not re-temper or add extra water once set begins

SITE TIPS FOR BETTER RESULTS

@ Maintain uniform thickness for better finish and lower material use.
@ Check level with plumb bob/laser before plastering.

© Use good quality tools and trained applicators.

@ Protect plastered surface from rapid drying, wind and direct sun.
© Curing is not required for gypsum plaster,

GYPSUM PLASTER

A pre-mixed, factory produced plaster based on gypsum
for interior wall and ceiling surfaces. Provides smooth
finish, faster application and better workability.

GYPSUM BOND (BONDING AGENT)

A polymer based bonding agent used on smooth and dense
surfaces (like RCC) to improve adhesion between the
substrate and gypsum plaster.

2. GYPSUM BOND (BONDING AGENT) CONSUMPTION

Surface Condition CD?::;‘;I:,?O“ Ct():t-.;(r;}ge
Smooth RCC Surface 0.10 - 0.15 kg/m? 6-10m?
Normal Site Condition 0.15 - 0.20 kg/m? 5-7m?

Rough / Porous Surface |  0.20 - 0.30 kg/m? 3-5m?

APPLICATION GUIDELINES - BOND

O Surface must be clean, dust free, free from oil,
curing compounds and loose particles.

O Surface should be in SSD (Saturated Surface Dry)
condition.

QO Apply uniform coat using roller or brush.
Avoid puddling and thick coat.

© Allow to become tacky (15 — 30 min) before
applying gypsum plaster.

© Do not apply bond if surface is wet or in direct sunlight.

TYPICAL COMBINED CONSUMPTION (RCC SURFACE | 12 mm PLASTER)

1 -12 kg/m?
0.15-0.20 kg/m?

Gypsum Plaster
Gypsum Bond

EXAMPLE CALCULATION (100 m? AREA | 12 mm THICKNESS)

Gypsum Plaster = 100 m? x 11.5 kg/m* = 1150 kg
(= 46 bags of 25 kg)
Gypsum Bond = 100 m? x 0.18 kg/m? = 18 kg

Add 5 - 10% for wastage = 1200 kg plaster & 19 - 20 kg bond

BENEFITS OF GYPSUM PLASTER SYSTEM
© Smooth, seamless & high quality finish
© Faster application & earlier readiness for painting
© Better thermal performance & fire resistance
Less cracking & shrinkage
© Environment friendly & 100% recyclable

O_ KEY TAKEAWAY: Correct material consumption, proper surface preparation and right application technique

- ensure strong adhesion, durable finish and cost effective execution.




ONE OF THE LARGEST PROFESSIONAL OEM
(TOLL) MANUFACTURERS IN INDIA.

Fad

END-TO-END BUILDING MATERIAL SOLUTIONS

Leading Corporate
Customers Trust

High-Tech Years in Business,

Manufacturing Units Delivering Quality
Our Reliability

Across India with Excellence

An ISO: 9001:2015 Certified Company @
Aquaproof Wallcare India Pvt. Ltd. f T A U APR&F®
601, Corporate Arena, Sitaram Patkar Road, Q
MW Goregaon (West), Mumbai - 400 104. Quality Building Material Solutions
Scanto @ +91-22-2878 2493/95 | @ info@aquaproofindia.com -A Dr. B. L. Maheshwari Enterprise-

explore @ \www.aquaproofindio.com



TILE ADHESIVE TIMIN

THE RIGHT TIME. THE STRONG BOND.

Correct timing of tile adhesive is critical for a strong, long-lasting
installation. The key timings are Pot Life, Open Time, Adjustment

Time and Curing Time -

influenced by temperature, humidity

and airflow.

POT LIFE | 9 opeNTIME | (&]) ADJUSTMENT TIME CURING / SETTING TIME
(Working Life) ' (Adjustability) (Before Grouting / Traffic)
Time the mixed Masimeen brme afer the Speciic widiow o ine witin .-Js‘ T & " Trengdirheatene
adhesive achesive has been spread the apen Bme daring which 3 ‘5,_\ = foharden suffciently oy
remains usable and on the substrate during e can be Gited, affusted o |~\ ‘\__\.( waling, froating and fid
workable inside the ‘which e can be placed repositioned without 3
bucket after being | sl achicve e breiking the bond. “
mixed with water. requsted Dond strength,
TYPICAL DURATION TYPICAL DURATION : o i LIGHT TRAFFIC | GROUTING
o 2 — 3 HOURS 20 - 30 MINUTES o TYPICAL DURATION 24 HOURS
at ~20°C E!'IEHI!ED OPEN TIME 15 =l zu MINUTES HEAVY DUTY TRAFFIC

Los In-hot o windy weather,

_'.O :

-

jpot life can reduce to
45-90 minutes.

(E-TYPE)
30+ MINUTES

(for C1E / C2E adhesh

{within open time)

48 - 72 HOURS
IMMERSION (TANKS / POOLS)
7-14 pays

A wisk A risk © wrorTanT © roe
Using adhesive beyond its If the adhesive skins over (dries After this period, disturbing Monsoon / humidity or cold
pot life leads to poor adhesion, on top), bond strength is severely the tile may weaken the bond conditions can extend setting

even if it still looks spreadable.

compromised, causing hollow
spots or tiles to come loose.

and reduce final strength.

time to 48-72 hours or more.

HIGH TEMPERATURE =
=29

— WIND / AIRFLOW 3
0 HIGH HUMIDITY —_
;>I¢ COLD WEATHER —

Faster drying,
shorter pot/open time

Rapid skinning,
shorter open time

Slower curing.
longer setting time

Delayed strength gain,

longer curing time

Author : Vishal Shah, CP, Pidilite

PRO TIPS FOR BETTER RESULTS MOST COMMON RISKS / FAILURES

o Mix small batches, especially in hot weather,

0 Da nat re-temper (do not add water again).

0 Stightiy dampen the substrate in hot weather

(ot wet!).
]

,0 For large thes, use double buttering
{trowed on substrate + back of tike),

Use C2TE adhesive for large format tiles
{6000G00 rmin and abowe] or exterior aneas.

@) Protect mork trom direct sun and strong wind

ﬂ'\ Using adhesive after
pat life
x Spreading too large an

area (open tima exceeded)

e Not checking skinning

-

9 Working in direct sun
without control

e Early grouting or loading = 4

CHECK FOR SKINNING (OPEN TIME TEST)

» Touch the adhesive with your finger.

= If it is sticky — OK to tile.

» If a dry film / skin is formed - REMOVE
and reapply.

WORK IN SMALL AREAS
Spread adhesive only in 1-2 m*
areas at a time so you stay

" within the open time.

USE THE RIGHT TOOLS
Always use a notched trowel.
Never spread adhesive with
@ plain trowel.

———

A REMEMEBER: Right adhesive + Right timing + Right technique + Right conditions = Strong, long-lasting tile installation.




MY MANAGEMENT DIARIES
THE LAST MILE DELIVERY

What happens in India is different,
We do the impossible, possible !!!

Where are we ?

We can deploy the best of
logistics companies, the best of
warehousing and inventory
software, the best of packing
materials, still the last mile
delivery infra is yet not touched.
The FMCG has done great and the
delivery Apps along with the gig
work force are doing brilliant. It
will and it has to percolate to the
building material segment.

DIY is still far far away ?

Is the Indian customer ready to paint
the house?, are we ready to lay tiles
over our existing tiles 7, are we
ready to touch up or repair that little
leakage which is bothering us 7, No,
not at all. We don't even take the
trouble to wash our cars. Most of us
have domestic maids and there are
Apps which help the help. In my
opinion, the DIY is still far away for
the Indian consumer as long as
labour is cheap.

Is Labour Cheap ?

Certainly not in the building material
segment. What does it take to do up
a home ?, material, design, labour &
tools. That's it,

Is Labour Cheap ?

And what kind of break up are we
looking at 7, for example,

One Lakh spent on home painting =

Rs.10,000 for material & tools,
Rs.20,000 for labour and Rs.20,000
to the contractor/supervisor &
balance Rs.50,000 to the interior
designer or architect or the wise guy
who is promising you heaven of your
humble home.

Message to Manufacturers

Break the glass ceiling, break the
walls, break the sterotype, create a
tsunami of disruption. Show the
customer the real cost of material &
arrange to deliver this to direct to
home. It will ensure right price and
right material for more effective and
beautiful homes.



GROUPCELEBRATING

®LRC 73

SINCE 19266
1042-2025

Supplier to the Construction
Chemical Industry

Give us an opportunity to conduct
trials & get results which suit your

CUStOITI Made various products like:
Dry Plasticizers forthe |
Dry Mortar Industry

INDOLIGA Products are differentiated from
conventional superplasticisers becausetheyare made
by us, and spray dried in our ownfactory using a Green
Process. We can offer youdifferent grades to suit your
needs.

SCANTHISOQRTO
DOWNLOAD BROCHURE

LRC SPECIALITY

CHEMICALS PVT.LTD
An IS0 9001:2015 certified Company

. PlotNo.D-9/4, T.T.C. M.L.D.C Industrial Area,
" Turbhe, Navi Mumbal 400705., Dist. Thane, Maharashtra, INDIA
E*+ Email : enquiry@Irc-india.com

INDIA * U.A.E « OMAN * THAILAND = MALAYSIA « SAUDI ARABIA

www.Irc-india.com




Quartz (SiO,) is one of the most important industrial minerals. Different industries require different
grades depending on purity, iron content, particle size, whiteness, and chemical composition.

High-purity quartz is especially critical for electronics, solar, optical glass, and semiconductor industries.

Glass Industry

High Purity
Quartz Sand/Powder

Si0, > 99-99.5%,
Fe,O, < 0.02%

Industry Required Quartz Grade Typical Specifications Main Use

Float glass, container glass,
solar glass

Semiconductor &
Electronics

Ultra High Purity
Quartz

Si0, > 99.99%

Silicon wafers, semiconductors,
quartz crucibles

Solar Panel Industry

Ceramic & Tiles

| BE
i

|
|

Foundry Industry

HPQ (High Purity Quartz)

Ceramic Grade Quartz
Found_ry Grade
Silica Sand

Very low alkali & iron

Si0, 97-99%

Uniform grain size

Solar cells and
photovoltaic glass

Tiles, sanitaryware, porcelain

Moulding and casting

Refractory Industry

Refractory Grade Quartz

High thermal resistance

Furnace lining, silica bricks

Paint & Coating

Micronized Quartz
Powder

Fine mesh powder

Filler and durability

enhancement

Construction &

DODEE

Quartz Powder/Sand

Medium purity

UHPC concrete, flooring

; ey Concrete
E Petroleum Industry Frac Sand Rounded silica grains Hydraulic fracturing
Water Filtration Filter Grade Controlled grain size Water treatment plants
Silica Sand
Abrasives & Hard Quartz Granules High hardness Surface cleaning and polishing
Sandblasting

B

Optical & Specialty Glass

Optical Grade Quartz

Ultra-low impurities

Optical fibers and laboratory
glassware

. GLASS INDUSTRY

Saint-Gobain India — Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu
Asahi India Glass Ltd. — Gurugram, Haryana

» Borosil Renewables Ltd. — Bharuch, Gujarat
* Hindusthan National Glass & Industries Ltd. —

Kolkata, West Bengal

Quartz used in electronics and solar applications requires extremely high purity
because impurities affect conductivity and transparency.

o

MAJOR CONSUMERS OF QUARTZ IN INDIA

¥ 2. CERAMIC & TILE INDUSTRY

* Kajaria Ceramics — New Delhi

e
LAC]

* Somany Ceramics — Noida, Uttar Pradesh
* Asian Granito India Ltd. — Ahmedabad, Gujarat
+ Nitco Limited — Mumbai, Maharashtra

—

2

3. ELECTRONICS & SEMICONDUCTOR INDUSTRY

* Vedanta Semiconductors — Gujarat Project
* Tata Electronics — Bengaluru, Karnataka
+ Bharat Electronics Limited — Bengaluru, Karnataka

5. FOUNDRY & REFRACTORY INDUSTRY

* TRL Krosaki Refractories Ltd. — Odisha
* |IFGL Refractories Ltd. — Kolkata, West Bengal
+ Electrosteel Castings Ltd. — Kolkata, West Bengal

e

> .

7. ENGINEERED STONE / QUARTZ SLAB MANUFACTURERS

* Pokarna Engineered Stone Ltd. — Hyderabad, Telangana

4. SOLAR INDUSTRY

» Waaree Energies — Mumbai, Maharashtra
* Adani Solar — Ahmedabad, Gujarat
| * Vikram Solar — Kolkata, West Bengal

*Source : Internet

S

B
@9 QUARTZ - THE FOUNDATION OF MODERN INDUSTRIES ﬁ

6. PAINT & CHEMICAL INDUSTRY

+ Asian Paints — Mumbai, Maharashtra
s Berger Paints — Kolkata, West Bengal
+ Pidilite Industries — Mumbai, Maharashtra

A Q¥




My Tech Diaries

TYPES OF CEMENT
AND THEIR USES

Simple Guide for Stronger Construction

Choosing the correct type of cement plays a major role in
the strength, durability, and performance of a structure.

ORDINARY PORTLAND PORTLAND POZZOLANA RAPID HARDENING
CEMENT (OPC) CEMENT (PPC) CEMENT

Key Highlights: Koy Highlights: Key Highlights

» Highar eadly strength development * Hatter kong-term durability * Early strength development
» Susable lor ROC structures Lmhnﬂhyﬁ'l&m * Reduces consinuction tima

o Widsly uned in genarsl construction * Allow lastor formwork removal

Cammon ees:

Common Lses:
Foundations, beams, columns, Pavemant constrsction, road repairs,
elabs, roads, beidgas emargency works, fast-track projects
SULPHATE RESISTANT LOW HEAT
CEMENT

CEMENT (SRC)

Koy Highlights:

= Supsrice pesthatic fnish

& Loww inon oxide contesd

= Smooth taxture snd bight sppearance
Comman LHea:

Foundations hﬂ-ﬁ:luh-nd! sail, Dwcorative works, architectural
SEWBGE SLructures, maring and Hnllhn.wdtpum tila grauting.
wridergraund works
Selection of cement should depand on: ra Y Snowlall, freepe-thaw cycles,
2— Iy B Emironmental sxposure (mossture, chamicals, sulphates) ' andd mosstyrs affect struchures.
it i Load conditions and strachersl requirsmssnts Ut suitatide camant with proper
& Temparaturs varistions (het/eold regions) winterprocling ard sorkmanship
B Durabisty and long-term perfoimance PRC. SR and Low Heat © -
i Type of work (RCC, masonry, plastening, finishingl betier cholcas for durability in such
chrratic condithond.

|.|:||:']|'| material + I-':.._-||'|I; oSk

Article by : MIR AASIM SICANDER, Civil Engineer, Islamic University of Science & Technology, Pulwama



The ultimate Mixer

The first choice for better concretes!
The unique Eirich mixing principle copes with any consistency,
reduces waste, produces consistent quality at the highest at the

highest level and offers flexibility in the development of new products,

= Rooftile concrete Self-compacting concrete « High-strength concrete
Precast concrete + Foamed concrete « Ultra-high perfarmance concrete

Rallroad tie concrate » Fiber concrete - Polymer concrele

Eirich India Pvt. Ltd.
Plot No. A-44/3/1, Chakan Industrial Area, MIDC, Phasell,
Village Vasuli, Taluka Khed, Pune Maharashtra 410501




My News Diaries
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DRAG FRom FERTILISERS NARROWS

Core Output Rises 1.7% in Apron
Stronger Power & Cement Show

Contraction in five of eight sectors in the basket suggests impact of West Asi'an crisis

OurBureau

New Delhi: India’s core sector
output grew 1.7% year-on-year in
April, up from1.2% in March, sup-
ported by stronger electricity ge-
neration and cement production,
according to official data released
Wednesday. The core sector ex-
panded 1% in April 2025. i

“The uptick in the growth in
Aprilrelated to March was largely
driven by electricity generation,
and cement, as well as a narrower
drag from fertilisers,” said Rahul
Agrawal, senior economist at ra-
tings firm ICRA.

Megha Arora, director-econo-
mics at India Ratings and Rese-
arch (Ind-Ra), cited improve-
ments in infrastructure-related
industries like steel and cement,
higher electricity generation and

e A R R TR R T

At Jan'24
|

: b
Electricity ~ B0
generation Brew 9.4%
increasedto |

three-month - Steel
high of 4.1% !

8-
6
4-
2-
0y

afavourable base effect. Ind-Ra ex-
pects core sector growth to impro-

ve toaround 3% in May, aided by a
low base and likely improved fer-
tiliser production.

Cement productionemergedasa
bright spot, growing the fastest in

 Powered Up |

 Growth rate (Yov,in%) -

i 5.1
- Jan'ss

output growth
5 easedto6.2%

three months at 9.4% in April,
compared with 4.7% in March.
Electricity generation rose 4.1%,
also the fastest in three months,
due to higher demand on account
of heat waves. Steel output growth
easedto6.2% in Aprilfrom 7.7% in

the month before.

Cement and steel continue to do
well as infrastructure activity
picKs up, said Madan Sabnavis,
chief economist at Bank of Baro- .
da, adding that this would typical-
ly be the private sector with go-
vernmentspendingalso contribu-
tingto the performance.

. Growth weakened in five of the

eight core industries, reflecting the
impact of the West Asia conflict.

Coal recorded the steepest cont-
raction of 8.7% year-on-year in
April compared with a 4% dropin
March. Fertiliser output shrank
8.6%, hurt by disruption in gas
supplies, though the decline was
less severe than the 24.6% fall re-
corded in March.

Natural gas production fell 4.3%,
while crude oil and refinery pro-
ducts recorded a decline of 3.9%.
and 0.5%, respectively.

Positive Trends w.r.t current
scenario makes us stronger
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My Technology Diaries : New Material

BASALT mMAY REPLACE

CEMENT'’S BIGGEST
EMISSIONS PROBLEM
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& SOURCE: INTERESTING ENGINEERING

The cement industry may be looking at its biggest raw material shift in decades. Limestone built the
modern cement industry. Now basalt is entering the conversation.

A new breakthrough suggests basalt-based cement processes could sharply reduce emissions linked
to traditional limestone cement production. That is a very big deal.

Because cement is responsible for nearly 8% of global CO, emissions and limestone sits at the center
of that problem. If basalt scales commercially, the impact could be massive like, Lower emissions. Less
limestone dependency, New supply chains, New plant economics & a New competitive advantage.

This is not just a material discussion anymore. It is a future survival discussion for the cement industry.
The companies that move early may shape the next era of low-carbon construction. The ones waiting

may spend years catching up.

Source: Interesting Engineering & Abhinash Misra, CEO, Visaka Industries Ltd.



VAE POWDER- POLENE® EVP603

I Facing performance inconsistencies in supply of RDP ??7?
I Problems of supply of RDP from small companies ??7?
I Looking for a stable, consistent, large & reliable source of RDP 7?7

Your Search Ends, - M }\ . Mo
Introducing }\ el [\ pos

POL \ | POLENE

@ @ |
POLENE POLENE |
B L

About Us ' — —

Founded in 1987, TPI Polene is a major producer of Cement, Petrochemicals and Dry Mortars, meeting
international standards, ISO, ASTM, and EU certifications. The Company has reached a turnover of 1Billion USD
for the year 2024

The company is using their RDP for their own Dry Mortar Products, which are market leaders in Asia. The
excess production is on sale for other manufacturers across the world.

Our Product POLENE® EVP603

It's a white VAE Re-dispersible powder manufactured from Vinyl Acetate - Ethylene copolymer emulsion via a
spray dry process. Its readily re-dispersible in water and forms stable emulsion.

Improves adhesion, flexural strength, workability of modified compounds. It is compatible with mortar additives,
used to achieve special processing characteristics. It contains fine mineral filler as anti-caking agent andfiller. It is
free of solvents & plasticizers.

Product Application of POLENE® EVP603

Used for blending with inorganic binders such as cement, gypsum or used as a sole binder for the construction
adhesive applications. Typical application : Tile adhesives & Wall putty.

India Representative:
For Sample Request & Product Inquires, contact : mandar.sudrik@Irc-india.com

@ L R c®
Address: Plot No. D-9/4, TT.C. M.L.D.C Industrial Area, Turbhe,

SINCE 1966 Navi Mumbai - 400705., Dist. Thane, Maharashtra, INDIA
Supplier to the Construction Chemical Industry Email: enquiry@Irc-india.com

LRC SPECIALITY CHEMICALS PVT.LTD.
AnISO 9001:2015 certified Company




My News Diaries :
Technologies with A.L In
Home Interior

THE ECONOMIU T1M D9 1 inv e

Home Interior Startups Lean on
Al to Shave Costs, Boost Profits

Pricing pressure, users' reliance o

Pratik Bhakta&Disha
Acharya

Bengaluru: India’s develop-
ing home-interior segment is
turning to artificial intelli-
gence (Al) tostabilise itself as
it grapples with high custom-
er acquisition costs, stiff
competition from the unorga-
nised sector, and elevated op-
erating expenses.

Players such as Homelane,
NoBroker Home Interior and
Livspace emerged with the
promise of taking interior de-
sign to the masses, but growth
has been slow and profits elu-
sive. To cope, some are leverag-
ing AI to get leaner, improve
productivity and cut costs.

Bengaluru-based Homelane
has gone from 100 people in its
tech team to 45, even as its prod-
uct suite has expanded. Liv-
space laid off 1,000 employees
in February 2026.

“Our design costs used to be
7.5% to 8% of our topline. We
are using Al heavily in our
tech and product to enable
ourdesignerstodomore, Qur
designers now handle 50%
more projects a month than
they used to a year ago,” said
Srikanth lIyer, CEQO and co-
founder of Homelane,

The use of Al in the sector
caught everyone's attention
when Livspace reduced its
headcount by 12%, The compa-

T T U S0 6100 ra s ree e

¥ The Interior ECONOMY (riginzcrore)

Financial
Year

LIVSPACE
2024-25

Revenues

1,302.16

Expenses

1,464.30

2023-24

959,99

1,201.33

2022-23

2024-25

- 924.18

755.6

1,370.18|

- 867

2023-24

617.6

738.8

2022-23

584.3

757.2

ny attributed this to greater de-
ployment of resources in tech-
nology instead of manpower.
“We have
vanced Al agents and automa-
tion across our core functions
— sales, operations, design,
and marketing. In many areas,

integrated ad-

tasks that were previously
manual are now handled by in-
telligent systems. Our teams
are seeing their productivity
supercharged,” a spokesper-
son for Livspace said.

These companies are count-
ing on Al for greater efficiency.

nservice experience remain hurdles that tech can't overcome

While investors are hopeful, a
section of the industry feelsthe
problem is deeper and gues-

tions the extent to which tech- .

nology can solve the problems
these players face.

Although they agree that Al
can help somewhat, they feel
that pricing challenges from
the unorganised sector and

customers' heavy reliance on

the service experience are the
critical areas where technolo-
gy cannot help.

MARKET SHARE :
Despite a boom in real estate,
especially in metros, the or-
ganised home interior seg-
ment has continued to lag
even after a decade, with less
than 10% share of the 1.5
lakh crore market. Even
Asian Paints, which runs the
Beautiful Homes franchise,
has struggled to expand its
marketshare,
_“Asfarasdecorisconcerned,
it's a very fragmented mar-
ket... and the organised mar-
ketisverysmall... Therefore,
thl_ﬂ}{ there will always be
pricing pressure in terms of
the affordability of the cus-
tomer,” said Amit Syngle,
chief executive officer of
Asian Paints, during an ana-
lystcall in December:

The Livspace spokesperson
said, “The biggest hurdle is
the deeply fragmented, con-
tractor-led supply chain.

|




Your partner of choice for Coatings & Construction Solutions.
IMCD India is the distributor of the industry's best-in-class suppliers. Contact us!

Acrylic Polyol & SCA

Castar Oil based Polyal
Unsaturated Polyester Resin
Alkyd & Polyester Polyol

Epoxy Resins, Hardeners & Diluent a. nex

Starch Ether O-BASF Solvent Dyes

‘We craale chemistry

Additives
Instruments casot ? Carbon Black

)z CFF Cellulose Fibre - Bioiidas
- CLARIANT

CAB/ CAP/ CA/ Solus

. . ! CPO
C
%hﬂﬁ’ Pigment Dispersion Polyestér Resin
Phthalate Free Plasticizer

Fumed Silica
L ECKART Gold Bronze Powder Crosslinkers
Organosilane

Cyclohexane / Cyclohexanone

MEK Oxime Speciality Fillers
IMERYS pe g

. Creating a world
www.imcdgroup.com ) of gppnrtunity




. Photoinitiators
WicM Oligomers & Monomers El.amll_gﬂ Vi Terpnlymers

Organic Pigment &

Anti-corrosive Pigment TPA Resin

Rosins

Hydrocarbon Resin
Acrylic & XSBR Emulsion
APO

Synthetic Iron Oxide

MHEC & HEC Silica Matting Agent
VCVA Co-polymer « EVA Copolymers

_ - - DISPERMAT® Dispersers, mixers,
Light Stabilizer & UV Absorber stirrers, basket mills & bead mills.

Dispersible Polymer Powders

Silicone Emulsions & Water repellent

Silicone Resin

IMCD India Private Limited
24th Floor, The Ruby, 29, Senapati Bapat Marg, Dadar West, Mumbai, MH. Pin.: 400 028. India

Branches: Ahmedabad | Chennai | Kolkata | Noida
Technical Laboratories: Noida | Thane

Contact Us : coatingsandconstruction@imed.in

: Creating a world
www.imedgroup.com C‘Q of Eppﬂrtunit}f




BATON CONSULTANTS PRIVATE LIMITED

A professionally managed company
- working on assignments in
. Quarrying, Crushing, M-Sand, P-Sand,
Formulation of Mortars,
&" Procurement Support, Branding, Marketing,
Channel Development, Plant Design,

Technical Training, People Management
& Many More...

" For enquiries, please contact Dr. Mandar Chitre

on 9823158583 or write to mandar.chitre
@batonconsultants.com.
See our work on our websites - www.batonconsu!tants.corn T
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