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Incorporated December 27, 1912 

The City Council met in a Regular Meeting on December 5, 2023, at the City Hall Council Chamber located 
at 501 S. Main St., Seadrift, TX 77983. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor DeForest called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

1. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Beverly Smith gave the invocation and Mayor DeForest led the pledges to the US and Texas flags. 
 

2. CONSENT AGENDA 

MOTION: Alderperson Johnson made the motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. 

Alderperson Reese seconded the motion. 

VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
 

3. DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 

a. POLICE 

Mayor DeForest read the Police Report for November 2023 with 68 calls for service,42 traffic stops, 6 

reports written, and 4 arrests. News from the Chief was that with the new police officer, traffic stops have 

doubled. Mayor DeForest also commented that the Seadrift Police Department is still accepting Blue 

Santa applications and donations. 
 

b. MUNICIPAL COURT 

Mayor DeForest read the Municipal Court report for November 2023 with 29 new cases, 5 closed cases, 

89 current cases, and $1,249 total fines collected for the month. 
 

c. PUBLIC SAFETY 

Alderperson Brigham did not have a report for Public Safety. 
 

 

 

PRESENT ABSENT 
Elmer DeForest, Mayor Geoffrey Hunt, Alderperson 

Ranier Brigham, Mayor Pro-Tem  

Kenneth Reese, Alderperson  

Eldon Gaines, Alderperson  

Tracey Johnson, Alderperson  
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d. PERMITS 

Mayor DeForest read the Permit Report for November 2023 with a total gross property valuation increase 

of $45,940. 
 

e. CODE ENFORCEMENT 

Mayor DeForest read the Code Enforcement Report for November 2023 with 6 letters sent out for the 

month. 
 

f. HARBOR 

Alderperson Hunt was not present. Mayor DeForest commented that the EDA Project work was coming 

along. 
 

g. PARKS AND RECREATION 

Alderperson Johnson did not have a report for Parks and Recreation for November 2023. Alderperson 

Johnson thanked residents who had put up Christmas lights up around town. Alderperson Johnson also 

commented that the Chamber of Commerce had banners put up on Main Street. 
 

h. STREETS AND DRAINAGE 

Alderperson Brigham did not have a report for Streets and Drainage for November 2023. 
 

i. UTILITIES 

Alderperson Reese read the Utility Report for November 2023 with 0 water and sewer taps installed 

inside the City, and no water taps in Swan Point Landing installed for the month. 
 

j. SOLID WASTE 

Alderperson Gaines did not have a report for Solid Waste for November 2023. 

 
4. CITIZEN COMMENTS 

• Steve De La Cruz introduced himself as one of the Republican candidates for the Calhoun County 
Sheriff’s Office. He had been employed with the Calhoun County Sheriff’s Office for 31 years and 
was raised in Calhoun County. He stated that his goal is to continue getting the community together, 
keeping them together, and being proactive with policing in rural areas by getting additional officers 
in those areas. He continued by stating that the only way you can get additional officers is by 
training. He thanked everyone for their time. 

• Linda Creager wanted to introduce herself as the property owner of Block 41, Lots 11 through 18 
on Broadway Ave. She wanted to apologize for the state of the property, but that they are trying 
their best to get it cleaned up.   

• Linda Odom stated that she was impressed with the contractor putting up the Seawall at the 
Bayfront. She commented that they are very fast and are doing an excellent job. 

• Jared King stated that he does business with the refineries of the plants within the community. He 
stated that there will be a “big boom” in Calhoun soon. There will be two new plants within Calhoun 
County, and there is an estimated growth of three thousand permanent employees. Calhoun 
County could be looking at about fifteen thousand people moving in the area by 2026. Jared King 
stated that he wanted to let the City and residents know what is coming and to be prepared.  

 
5. GRANTS & PROJECTS 
 

 5a. SEAWALL RESTORATION PROJECT PW 4450 
   

5ai. Pay Application #5 – Sr Trident 
MOTION: Alderperson Reese made the motion to approve payment of Pay Application #5 
for $643,863.28. Alderperson Johnson seconded the motion. 

  VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
 
  5aii. Invoice 9697.088-0823 – G&W Engineers 

MOTION: Alderperson Brigham made the motion to approve payment of invoice 9697.088-
0823 for $111,000 to G&W Engineers. Alderperson Gaines seconded the motion.  

  VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
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5aiii. Contract Extension – G&W Engineers 
MOTION: Alderperson Johnson made the motion to approve the contract extension with 
G&W Engineers to extend the period of work to October 5, 2024. Alderperson Brigham 
seconded the motion.  

  VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
 
 5b. TDA-CDV21-0030 

 

MOTION: Alderperson Reese made the motion to approve payment of invoice E2527.006 
for $1,100 to Lynn Engineer for professional services provided on the TDA Sanitary Sewer 
Improvements project. Alderperson Johnson seconded the motion. 
VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 4-0 

 
 5e. TCEQ RESTORE PROJECT 582-22-33342 

MOTION: Alderperson Johnson made the motion to approve payment of Invoice 
#9697.090-1023 for $2,145.00 to G&W Engineers for professional services provided for 
the A.D. Powers Park RESTORE project. Alderperson Gaines seconded the motion. 

  VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
 

6. CALHOUN COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT – 2024-2026 INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 
 

MOTION: Alderperson Johnson made the motion to approve an interlocal agreement for 
assessment and collection functions for the City from the Calhoun County Appraisal District for 
2024 to 2026. Alderperson Reese seconded the motion.  

 VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
 

 Copy of CCAD 2024-2026 Interlocal Agreement attached.  

 
7. BUDGET COMPLAINT 
Paul Gonsalez, the requestor for this item, was not present. 
 

MOTION: Alderperson Johnson made the motion to table item #7 Budget Complaint until further 
notice from requestor. Alderperson Gaines seconded the motion.  

 VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
 
8. CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

MOTION: Alderperson Johnson made the motion to set and move City Council Regular meetings 
for the 2024 calendar year as presented. Alderperson Reese seconded the motion.  

 VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
 
 Copy of 2024 Council Regular Meetings List attached. 

 
9. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
No executive session was called. 
 MOTION: No action taken. 
 
10. ADJOURN  

MOTION: Alderperson Johnson made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Alderperson Gaines 
seconded the motion.  
VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 4-0. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 P.M. 
 

________________________________     ______________________________ 
Gabriela Torres, City Secretary              Elmer DeForest, Mayor 
       Approved: _____________________ 
 














