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CITY OF SEADRIFT 

Post Office Box 159/501 S. Main St. 
Seadrift, Texas 77983 

Tel: (361) 785-2251 
Fax: (361) 785-2208 

 

MARCH 2, 2021 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
MAYOR 

ELMER DEFOREST 
   

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

MAYOR PRO-TEM (ALDERMAN) 
PEGGY GAINES, PUBLIC SAFETY 

   
ALDERMAN  ALDERMAN 

RANIER BRIGHAM, SOLID WASTE, STREETS & 
DRAINAGE 

 GEOFFREY HUNT, MUNICIPAL HARBOR 

   
ALDERMAN  ALDERMAN 

JUNE CANTRELL, PARKS & RECREATION  KENNETH REESE, PUBLIC UTILITIES 
 

 

Incorporated December 27, 1912 

The City Council met in a Regular Meeting on March 2, 2021, at the City Hall Council Chamber located at 
501 S. Main St., Seadrift, TX 77983. 
 

 
WORK SESSION  
Mayor DeForest called the Work Session to order at 6:45 p.m. The City Council met in an Agenda Review 
Work Session to review the Meeting Agenda. Work Session closed at 7:00 p.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor DeForest called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
1. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Becky Gray gave the invocation and Mayor DeForest led the pledge to the flags.  
 
2. WINTER STORM UPDATE 
Mayor DeForest gave an update since the Winter Storm that occurred on February 15, 2021. Mayor 
DeForest thanked the City Council, Seadrift Police Department, Commissioner Gary Reese and his crew, 
Solid Waste Crew, and the Utility Crew for their work during the Winter Storm. 
 
3. SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATE INTRODUCTIONS 
Terri McGuire and Cindy Alford introduced themselves to the City Council and audience and stated that 
they would be running for Calhoun County ISD Board District 5. 
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 

MOTION: Alderperson Brigham made the motion to approve the consent agenda items as 
presented. Alderperson Cantrell seconded the motion. 

 VOTE: 4-0 - Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

PRESENT ABSENT 

Elmer DeForest, Mayor  Peggy Gaines, Mayor Pro-Tem 

June Cantrell, Alderperson  

Kenneth Reese, Alderperson   

Geoffrey Hunt, Alderperson  

Ranier Brigham, Alderperson  
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5. DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS  
a. POLICE DEPARTMENT  
Chief Leonard Bermea read the monthly report for February 2021 with 241 calls for service. There 
was a total of 60 traffic stops, 38 reports written, and 3 total arrests. News from the Chief Bermea: 
During the Winter Storm that hit Texas, a freeze shelter was set up in the Civic Center and had 5 
to 11 occupants on various nights of the freezing temperatures as well as up to 15+ residents daily 
for warming and information. Chief Bermea thanked City Council for allowing the Police Department 
to set this up and thanked Commissioner Gary Reese and his crew for also assisting during the 
Storms.   
b. MUNICIPAL COURT  
Court Clerk Marilyn Dufner read the monthly report for February 2021 with 19 new 
cases, 37 closed cases, 142 current cases, and a total of $3,785 fines collected for the month.   
c. PUBLIC SAFETY  
Alderperson Gaines was not present and there was no report. 
d. PERMITS  
Mayor DeForest read the Permit Report for February 2021 with 2 building construction permits 
issued for $65,700 tax valuation, 1 manufactured housing placement permit issued for $67,000 tax 
valuation, 3 repair/remodel permits issued for $32,000, 1 placement/carport/portable building 
permit issued for $17,800, and a gross property valuation increase of $182,500 for February 2021.  
e. CODE ENFORCEMENT  
Mayor DeForest read the monthly report for February 2021 with no tall weeds/grass letters sent 
out for this month.  
f. HARBOR  
Alderperson Hunt stated he had no report.  
g. PARKS AND RECREATION  
Alderperson Cantrell stated she had no report.  
h. STREETS AND DRAINAGE  
Alderperson Brigham stated he had no report.  
i. UTILITIES  
Alderperson Reese stated he had no report but thanked the Public Works Director and the Utility 
Crew for their work during the Winter Storm. 
j. GENERAL  
Mayor DeForest there was no report for General Fund.  

 

6. HOMESTEAD TAX EXEMPTION  

MOTION: Alderperson Reese made the motion to re-authorize the current Homestead Tax 

Exemption of 20%. Alderperson Brigham seconded the motion. 

VOTE: 4-0 - Motion carried unanimously. 
 

7. GRANTS 
 a. FEMA-PA – CONTRACT EXTENSIONS  

i. GRANTWORKS 

MOTION: Alderman Brigham made the motion to adopt contract extension with 

GrantWorks for all FEMA-PA Projects. Alderperson Cantrell seconded the motion. 

VOTE: 4-0 - Motion carried unanimously. 
 

ii. G&W ENGINEERING 

MOTION: Alderman Cantrell made the motion to adopt contract extension with 

G&W Engineering for all FEMA-PA Projects. Alderperson Reese seconded the 

motion. 

VOTE: 4-0 - Motion carried unanimously. 
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iii. URBAN ENGINEERING 

MOTION: Alderman Brigham made the motion to adopt contract extension 

 with Urban Engineering for all FEMA-PA Projects. Alderperson Hunt seconded the 

 motion. 

VOTE: 4-0 - Motion carried unanimously. 
 

b. TDHCA HOME PROGRAM 
MOTION: No action taken. 

 

c. TDA-FAST #7219236 

i.  RESCUE COMMAND VEHICLE 

MOTION: Alderman Reese made the motion to authorize payment of $252,250 to  

 Siddons Martin for the light rescue command vehicle. Alderman Cantrell seconded  

 the motion.  

VOTE: 4-0 – Motion carried unanimously. 

 

ii. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES 

MOTION: Alderman Hunt made the motion to authorize payment of $5,250 to  

 GrantWorks for administrative activities to date, pending release of funds from  

 TDA. 

VOTE: 4-0 – Motion carried unanimously. 

 

d. FEMA-PA PIER & MOORINGS AND JETTY 

i. HARBOR MOORINGS & JETTY 

MOTION: Alderperson Brigham made the motion to authorize payment of $9,180 

 to Urban Engineering for the Harbor Mooring and Jetty, pending release of 

 funds  from TDEM. Alderman Hunt seconded the motion. 

VOTE: 4-0 – Motion carried unanimously.  

ii. PIER 

MOTION: Alderperson Cantrell made the motion to authorize payment of $5,400 

VOTE: 4-0 – Motion carried unanimously.  

 

e. FEMA HMGP DR 433-0147 

i. GENERATORS FOR LIFT STATIONS 

MOTION: Alderperson Reese made the motion to authorize payment of $4,752 to 

G&W Engineering for the Lift Station Generator Project, pending release of 

 funds. Alderman Brigham seconded the motion. 

VOTE: 4-0 – Motion carried unanimously. 

 

ii. FIRE STATION GENERATORS 

MOTION: Alderperson Cantrell made the motion to authorize payment of $3,792 to  

 G&W Engineering for the Fire Station Generators, pending release of funds.  

 Alderman Reese seconded the motion.  

VOTE: 4-0 – Motion carried unanimously.  

 

f. FEMA-PA & SB7 (GLO-CDBG-DR) - BAYFRONT RESTROOM 

MOTION: Alderperson Brigham made the motion to accept the plans from G&W 

Engineering for the Bayfront Restroom and authorize procurement/advertising. Alderman 

Reese seconded the motion. 

VOTE: 4-0 – Motion carried unanimously.  

             to Urban Engineering for the Pier Project, pending release of funds from 

             TDEM. Alderperson Brigham seconded the motion. 
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g. BAYFRONT RESTROOM 

MOTION: No action taken. 

h. SEAWALL 

MOTION: No action taken. 

i. BAYFRONT EROSION / RESTORATION WEST END 

MOTION: No action taken. 

j. GLO-CDBG-DR WATER TANKS 

MOTION: No action taken. 

 

k. CDBG-DR ADDITIONAL PROJECTS 

MOTION: Alderperson Hunt made the motion to prioritize the following projects regarding 

 additional work that might be performed using additional CDBG-DR Funding that may be 

 offset by SB7 Funding as 1. Elevated Storage Tank, 2. Plant Pressure upgrades, 3. 

 Additional Sportsplex repairs, and 4. Additional sidewalk at Bayfront Park. Alderperson 

 Brigham seconded the motion.  

VOTE: 4-0 – Motion carried unanimously. 

 

l. HARBOR EDA 

MOTION: No action taken. 

m. TxDOT TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVE (TxDOT-TA) 

MOTION: No action taken. 

n. OTHER ONGOING GRANTS 

MOTION: No action taken.         

             

8. NEW WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT (WWTP) 

MOTION: No action taken. 

 

9. TCEQ ENFORCEMENT SEP PROJECT 

a. ENGINEERING 
MOTION: Alderperson Cantrell made the motion to authorize Lynn Engineering as 
engineer for the SEP Project. Alderperson Reese seconded the motion.  
VOTE: 4-0 - Motion carried unanimously. 

b. EXPENDITURES OF $60,000 
MOTION: Alderperson Reese made the motion to authorize expenditures of up to $60,000 
to pay for the SEP Project, including engineering fees, to be taken from the Utility 
Contingency Fund as a loan if needed. 
VOTE: 4-0 – Motion carried unanimously. 

 

10. PROPERTY DONATION 

MOTION: No action taken. 

 

11. ELECTION 

MOTION: Alderperson Brigham made the motion to appoint Sherry Taylor as presiding Election 

 Judge and Martha Bubenik as the alternate Election Judge for the May 1, 2021 General Election. 

 Alderperson Cantrell seconded the motion.  

VOTE: 4-0 – Motion carried unanimously. 

 

12. REGULAR MEETING RESCHEDULE 

MOTION: Alderperson Cantrell made the motion to reschedule the following Regular City Council 

 Meetings to a different day due to proximity to major national holidays: June 1st to June 3rd, July 

 6th to July 8th, and September 7th to September 9th. Alderperson Brigham seconded the motion. 

VOTE: 4-0 – Motion carried unanimously. 
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13. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
MOTION: No Executive Session deemed necessary.  

 
14. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

MOTION: No action taken. 

 
15. ADJOURN  

MOTION: Alderperson Hunt made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Alderperson Reese 
seconded the motion.  
VOTE: 4-0 - Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:31 P.M. 
 
________________________________     ______________________________ 
Gabriela Torres, City Secretary              Elmer DeForest, Mayor 
       Approved: _____________________ 
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