




CITY OF SEADRIFT 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

POTENTIALLY DEFUNDING 

MUNICIPAL POLICE AND/OR 

ABOLISHING THE MUNICIPAL 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

The City of Seadrift will hold a public hearing on Tuesday April 4, 
2023 beginning at 6:00PM in City Hall at 501 S. Main Street. The 
purpose of the Public Hearing is to seek public input and gauge the 
consensus on whether or not to defund the municipal police and/or 
abolish the municipal police department regarding numerous 
complainants suggesting that the city should defund and/or abolish 
the municipal police department and turn over the enforcement of law 
within the city to county and state law enforcement agencies. 
Speakers will be required to sign up to speak and will be allowed to 
speak A MAXIMUM OF 3 MINUTES – whether FOR or AGAINST the 
suggested defunding and/or abolishment of municipal police. Elected 
Public Officials whether City, County, State or Federal will be given 
priority to speak within the 3-minute allowance. 
Individuals living within the City Limits and those that operate 
businesses within the City Limits and those that may have second 
homes within the City Limits but do not live in the City will also be 
given priority to speak in lieu of those living and operating businesses 
outside the City Limits.  ONLY IF time permits those living outside the 
City Limits or operating businesses outside the city limits MAY be 
given an opportunity to speak FOR or AGAINST the defunding and/or 
abolishment. 
The FOR and AGAINST comments will be considered by City Council 
at a future date for any further action – There will be no action taken 
in the Regular Council Meeting that will follow this Public Hearing. 
The Public Hearing will be conducted in English. 
The City of Seadrift will provide reasonable accommodation for 
persons attending the public hearing. Requests from persons needing 
special accommodation such as for language interpreters, or 
requests for other special communication needs should be made at 
least 48 hours before the public hearing, not including 
Saturday/Sunday. Contact the City Secretary by coming in City Hall 
OR call (361)785-2251 for accommodation requests with the City 
Secretary. 



CITY OF SEADRIFT 

Post Office Box 159/501 S. Main St. 
Seadrift, Texas 77983 

Tel: (361) 785-2251 
Fax: (361) 785-2208 

 

APRIL 4, 2023 
PUBLIC HEARING 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
MAYOR 
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CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

MAYOR PRO-TEM (ALDERMAN) 
RANIER BRIGHAM, PUBLIC SAFETY, STREETS & DRAINAGE 
   

ALDERMAN  ALDERMAN 
TRACEY JOHNSON, PARKS & RECREATION  GEOFFREY HUNT, MUNICIPAL HARBOR 

   
ALDERMAN  ALDERMAN 

ELDON DALE GAINES, SOLID WASTE  KENNETH REESE, PUBLIC UTILITIES 
 

 

Incorporated December 27, 1912 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

The City Council met in a Public Hearing on April 4, 2023, at the City Hall Council Chamber located at 501 
S. Main St., Seadrift, TX 77983. 
 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor DeForest called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
DEFUNDING AND/OR ABOLISHING THE MUNICIPAL POLICE DEPARTMENT OF SEADRIFT 
The City of Seadrift City Council held a Public Hearing on potentially defunding the Municipal Police and/or 
abolishing the Municipal Police Department. 
 

 
List of attendees for the Public Hearing attached.  
List of Speakers for the Public Hearing attached. 
 
 
Public Hearing adjourned at 7:01 P.M. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESENT  
Elmer DeForest, Mayor  

Ranier Brigham, Mayor Pro-Tem  

Kenneth Reese, Alderperson  

Eldon Dale Gaines, Alderperson  

Tracey Johnson, Alderperson  

Geoffrey Hunt, Alderperson  

________________________________     ______________________________ 
Gabriela Torres, City Secretary              Elmer DeForest, Mayor 
       Approved: _____________________ 
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CITY OF SEADRIFT  
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – APRIL 4, 2023 

          

REGULAR MEETING 
 
The City Council met in a Regular Meeting on April 4, 2023, at the City Hall Council Chamber located at 
501 S. Main St., Seadrift, TX 77983. 
 

 

WORK SESSION 
Mayor DeForest called the Work Session to order at 7:15 p.m. The City Council met in an Agenda Review 
Work Session to review the Meeting Agenda.  
 

Work Session closed at 7:30 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor DeForest called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 

1. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
David Nixon gave the invocation and Mayor DeForest led the pledges to the US and Texas flags. 
 

2. CONSENT AGENDA 

MOTION: Alderperson Johnson made the motion to approve the consent agenda as corrected. 

Alderperson Gaines seconded the motion. 

VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 

3. DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 

a. POLICE 

Police Chief Leonard Bermea read the Police Report for March 2023 with 244 calls for service, 46 traffic 

stops, 43 reports written, and one arrest for the month.  

b. MUNICIPAL COURT 

Marilyn Dufner, Court Clerk, read the Municipal Court Report for March 2023 with 18 new cases, 19 

closed cases, 175 current cases, and $3,697 fines collected for the month. 

c. PUBLIC SAFETY 

Alderperson Brigham did not have a report. 

d. PERMITS 

Mayor DeForest read the Permit Report for March 2023 with a total gross property valuation increase of 

$444,369.  

e. CODE ENFORCEMENT 

Mayor DeForest read the Code Enforcement Report for March 2023 with 7 letters sent out for the month. 

f. HARBOR 

Alderperson Hunt read the Harbor Report for March 2023 with 14 completed workorders, 64 hours of 

labor, 45 hours of equipment use, and $220 of round-up used. 

g. PARKS AND RECREATION 

Alderperson Johnson read the Parks and Recreation report for March 2023 with 17 workorders, 75 hours 

of labor, 75 hours of equipment use, $490 of materials/supplies used, and $120 of round-up used.  

h. STREETS AND DRAINAGE 

Alderperson Brigham read the Streets and Drainage report for March 2023 with 34 workorders 

completed, 222 hours of labor, 110 hours of equipment, and $9,850 of materials and supplies used.  

 

 

PRESENT  
Elmer DeForest, Mayor  

Ranier Brigham, Mayor Pro-Tem  

Kenneth Reese, Alderperson  

Eldon Gaines, Alderperson  

Geoff Hunt, Alderperson  

Tracey Johnson, Alderperson  

CITY OF SEADRIFT - APRIL 4, 2023 PUBLIC HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING
PAGE 2 OF 22



CITY OF SEADRIFT  
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – APRIL 4, 2023 

          

i. UTILITIES 

Alderperson Reese read the Utility Report for March 2023 with no water or sewer taps installed inside 

the City, no water taps in Swan Point Landing installed for the month, 425 hours of labor, and $12,500 

of materials and supplies used. 

j. SOLID WASTE 

Alderperson Gaines did not have a report. 

k. GENERAL 

Mayor DeForest read the report for March 2023 with 4 driveway culverts installed and 9 burn permits 

issued for the month. 

 
4. GRANTS & PROJECTS 

a. TDA CDV21-0030 2022 CDBG 
 i. RESOLUTION 20230404-1  

MOTION: Alderperson Reese made the motion to adopt Resolution 20230404-1, 
designating authorized signatories for the 2022 Texas CDBG program, grant 
agreement number CDV21-0030. Alderperson Johnson seconded the motion. 

  VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
 ii. RESOLUTION 20230404-2 

MOTION: Alderperson Johnson made the motion to adopt Resolution  
20230404-2 adopting required CDBG Civil Rights policies. Alderperson Gaines 
seconded the motion. 

  VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
  

iii. FAIR HOUSING MONTH 
MOTION: Alderperson Reese made the motion to proclaim April as Fair Housing 
Month. Alderperson Brigham seconded the motion. 

 VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
b. 582-22-33342 TCEQ RESTORE 

MOTION: Alderperson Brigham made the motion to authorize payment of invoice 
9697.090-0223 for $2,000 to G&W Engineers for professional services provided for the 
TCEQ Restore A.D. Powers Bayfront Boat Ramp Improvements Project. Alderperson 
Reese seconded the motion. 
VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 

 
c. FEMA PA PW 4450 SEAWALL 

MOTION: Alderperson Gaines made the motion to authorize payment of invoice 9697.088-
0123 for $74,000 to G&W Engineers for professional services provided for the Seawall 
Restoration Project with FEMA-PA. Alderperson Reese seconded the motion. 
VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 5-0 

 
d. FEMA PA PW 5697 DAC  

MOTION: Alderperson Brigham made the motion to authorize payment of invoice 86 for 
$7,830 to GrantWorks for administrative services provided for FEMA-PA Projects. 
Alderperson Johnson seconded the motion. 
VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 

 
e. FEMA HMGP 4332-0147 & GLO 20-065-103-C278: Consider/Discuss/Approve/Take any action 
on the following: 

i. MOTION: Alderperson Reese made the motion to authorize payment of Pay Application 
#1 for $142,050.65 to Material Producers Construction Services LLC. Alderperson Brigham 
seconded the motion. 
VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
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CITY OF SEADRIFT  
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – APRIL 4, 2023 

          

ii. MOTION: Alderperson Johnson made the motion to authorize payment of Pay 
Application #2 (Final) of $7,476.35 to Material Producers Construction Services LLC. 
Alderperson Gaines seconded the motion. 
VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 

 
f. OFFICE OF THE GOVENOR (OOG) - PROJECT 4888101 UPDATED RADIO SYSTEM 

MOTION: Alderperson Brigham made the motion to adopt Resolution 20230404-3 to 
authorize submission of application to the Public Safety Office (PSO) with the Office of the 
Governor (OOG) regarding commitment of matching funds and designating an authorized 
official for Grant Project 4888101 for an updated radio system. Alderperson Reese 
seconded the motion. 
VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 

 
5. SEADRIFT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – SHRIMPFEST 2023 
Lacey Vasquez, on behalf of the Seadrift Chamber of Commerce, was in attendance to request funds for 
the upcoming Shrimpfest event in June 2023. Lacey stated that the Chamber would like to request $7,500 
from the City Council to use for advertising.  

MOTION: Alderperson Johnson made the motion to approve the donation request for $7,500 from 
the Hotel-Motel funds budgeted for promotion for the Shrimpfest 2023. Alderperson Gaines 
seconded the motion. 
VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 

 
6. STUCTURAL SAFETY ISSUES 
John McNeely was in attendance to discuss his neighbor’s fence on Bay Avenue. He provided City Council 
pictures of the fencing made of plywood. Mr. McNeely stated that after high winds, the fence fell over onto 
his property due to improper anchoring. Currently, the City’s building codes do not require permitting for 
fencing that is under 6-feet tall. Mr. McNeely asked if Council could adopt something to prevent this from 
happening in the future. 

MOTION: Alderperson Hunt made the motion to require permits for privacy fencing and that fencing 
up to 6-feet tall must have a post depth of 2-feet; fencing over 6-feet tall must have a post depth of 
3-feet; and privacy fencing must be of common residential fencing materials. Alderperson Brigham 
seconded the motion.  
VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 

 
7. WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT OFFICE BIDS 
The City received five bids from contractors for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Office. The bids were as 
follows: 

• Golden Crescent Construction 
o Bid Proposal for $51.059.80 

• Will Pope Construction Inc. 
o Bid Proposal #1 for $54,200.00 (26 Gauge Galvalume Sheeting) 
o Bid Proposal #2 for $55,300.00 (24 Gauge Galvalume Sheeting) 
o Bid Proposal #3 for $55,400.00 (26 Gauge Galvanized Sheeting) 

• VP Construction 
o Bid Proposal for $59,500.00 

 
MOTION: Alderperson Brigham made the motion to award the lowest bidder, Golden Crescent 
Construction, with a bid proposal of $51,059.80 for the Wastewater Treatment Plant office building. 
Alderperson Reese seconded the motion. 
VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
Copy of bid proposal table attached. 
Copy of bid proposals from contractors attached. 
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CITY OF SEADRIFT  
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – APRIL 4, 2023 

          

8. 7TH STREET ROW SALE  
MOTION: Alderperson Johnson made the motion to authorize the sale of 7th Street ROW, between 
Austin Avenue and Highway 185, for $3,450. Alderperson Gaines seconded the motion. 
VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 
Copy of Survey of 7th Street ROW, between Austin Ave. and Hwy 185, attached. 

 
9. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mayor DeForest opened the executive session at 8:45 p.m.  
 
The City Council ended its executive session at 9:10 p.m. with the reason for the executive session being 
Section 551.071 Consultation with Attorney. 
 

MOTION: No action taken. No action to come from the executive session. 
 
Meeting returned to an open meeting at 9:10 p.m. 

 
10. COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE 
 
11. ADJOURN  

MOTION: Alderperson Johnson made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Alderperson Reese 
seconded the motion.  
VOTE: Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:14 P.M. 

________________________________     ______________________________ 
Gabriela Torres, City Secretary              Elmer DeForest, Mayor 
       Approved: _____________________ 
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