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OPENING DECLARATION

This study is the unfiltered truth — no pulpit diplomacy, no institutional compromise, no
soft-pedaling of hard evidence. We are going to honor the intelligence of honest
skeptics by taking their best arguments seriously, answering them fully, and then
showing what they missed. We will trace atheism from its Enlightenment origins through
the Four Horsemen of New Atheism, examine every argument category, and answer
each one from the Tanakh, Torah, and the scientific record.

One preliminary truth must be stated before we begin: the greatest recruiter for atheism
is not philosophy — it is bad religion. The institutional church, with its crusades,
inquisitions, child abuse scandals, prosperity gospel frauds, and 45,000 denominations
that contradict each other on foundational questions, has done more damage to faith in
Yahweh than every atheist philosopher combined. The Tanakh predicted this. We begin

there.
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"For from the least of them to the greatest of them, everyone is greedy for

unjust gain; and from prophet to priest, everyone deals falsely." — Yirmeyahu
(Jeremiah) 6:13

Yahweh indicted His own religious establishment 2,600 years ago. The atheist critique
of organized religion is not new. It is the Tanakh's own critique, made sharper and
delivered without mercy.
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PART ONE: THE HISTORY OF ATHEISM — WHO THEY ARE
AND WHAT SHAPED THEM

To answer atheism honestly we must understand where it came from and what drove
each major development. Atheism did not arise from pure intellectual discovery — it
arose primarily in reaction to specific institutional religious abuses. Understanding this
makes it a covenant matter, not merely a philosophical one.

1.1 — THE RADICAL ENLIGHTENMENT: Baron d'Holbach (1723-1789)

Baron Paul-Henri Thiry d'Holbach is considered by historians the first systematically
unequivocally professed atheist of the Western intellectual tradition. His 1770 work
The System of Nature — published anonymously under a dead man's name to avoid
arrest — has been called the Atheist's Bible. The Catholic Church immediately banned
and publicly burned it. Voltaire, himself a deist, called it dangerous. Frederick the Great
wrote a formal refutation.

D'Holbach's core argument: the universe is eternal, self-sustaining matter operating by
deterministic mechanical laws. There is no soul separate from the body. Free will is an
illusion. God is a meaningless term. Religion is the primary cause of human suffering
because it replaces rational understanding of nature with fear, superstition, and priestly
authority.

COVENANT RESPONSE: D'Holbach's materialism faces an immediate logical
problem: if everything is matter in deterministic motion, including d'Holbach's own

brain, then his conclusion that 'God does not exist' is not a reasoned judgment — it
is simply what the atoms in his skull were mechanically arranged to produce. A
deterministic system cannot make truth claims. It can only produce outputs. The
Tanakh's Yahweh gives humans the capacity for genuine rational judgment
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precisely because the neshamah (breath of Yahweh in every human — Bereishit
(Genesis) 2:7) transcends pure material causality.

1.2 — THE 19TH CENTURY: Karl Marx (1818-1883) — Religion as Class
Control

Marx's famous phrase, "Religion is the opium of the people,"” is almost universally

misquoted. The full passage from his 1843 Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right

reads: "Religious suffering is, at one and the same time, the expression of real
suffering and a protest against real suffering. Religion is the sigh of the

oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, and the soul of soulless
conditions. It is the opium of the people."

Marx was not saying religion is a depraved addiction. He was saying it is a painkiller for
real social wounds. His deeper argument: institutional religion functions to reconcile the
oppressed to their oppression by redirecting hope to an afterlife. This was then
weaponized by Lenin, Stalin, and Mao into state-mandated atheism — with
catastrophic results.

COVENANT RESPONSE: Marx correctly identified what institutional religion had
become: a system of social control. His error was conflating this corrupt institution

with the Tanakh's covenant. The Torah's social justice framework — debt release
every seven years (Shemitah, Devarim (Deuteronomy) 15), Jubilee land return
every fifty years (Vayikra (Leviticus) 25), mandatory provision for the poor (Vayikra
19:9-10), prohibition of usury (Shemot (Exodus) 22:25) — is the most radical
economic justice program in ancient history. The Torah does not pacify the

oppressed. It legally mandates the redistribution of power and resources on a
generational cycle. Furthermore: every Marxist state that implemented atheism —
the Soviet Union, Maoist China, North Korea, Cambodia under Pol Pot — produced
death tolls in the tens of millions. The 20th century's most lethal regimes were all

atheist states.
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1.3 — AMERICAN ORGANIZED ATHEISM: Madalyn Murray O'Hair and the
Secular Legal Movement

Madalyn Murray O'Hair founded American Atheists in 1963 following the Supreme Court
case Murray v. Curlett. Her argument was constitutional: the government has no
authority to impose religious practice on citizens. From a Torah perspective, this is

defensible — the Torah's covenant was never designed to be enforced by state
coercion on an unwilling population.

COVENANT RESPONSE: The Torah's covenant is voluntary. Devarim

(Deuteronomy) 30:19 presents it as a choice: "l have set before you life and
death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life." Compulsory state religion is

itself a violation of the covenant principle of free moral agency. The separation of

civil government from coercive religious authority is a Torah principle, not an atheist

invention.

1.4 — NEW ATHEISM: The Four Horsemen (2004—Present)

In the aftermath of September 11, 2001, four intellectuals — Richard Dawkins (The
God Delusion, 2006), Christopher Hitchens (God Is Not Great, 2007), Sam Harris
(The End of Faith, 2004), and Daniel Dennett (Breaking the Spell, 2006) — emerged
as the public face of a militant atheism arguing religion is not merely incorrect but
ivel nger ivilization. Their collective argument: religious belief is
irrational, unsupported by evidence, and a significant source of harm and conflict.

Georgetown theologian John Haught, who debated them extensively, called their work
'soft-core atheism' — competent polemicists targeting the weakest version of religion
rather than engaging the strongest theological and covenant traditions. Even fellow
atheists noted that their arguments rested on fallacies and failed to engage serious
philosophy of religion.
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COVENANT RESPONSE — THE FATAL FLAW OF NEW ATHEISM: Every
argument the Four Horsemen make targets institutional Christianity and political

Islam — both of which are post-Tanakh constructions built largely on departure

from the covenant of Yahweh. Dawkins' stated target is an anthropomorphic deity
made in man's image. The Tanakh's Yahweh is described in Shemot (Exodus)
3:14 as Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh — pure self-existent being, without beginning, without

genealogy, without human form. None of the Four Horsemen have engaged the
covenant of the Tanakh on its own terms, in its original Hebrew context, with its own

legal and evidentiary standards. They have beaten a theological straw man.
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PART TWO: THE HOLBACH MATERIALIST ARGUMENTS —
ANSWERED

D'Holbach's System of Nature established the core materialist framework that underlies
most subsequent atheist arguments. We address its foundational claims directly.

ARGUMENT H-1: MATERIALISM: THE UNIVERSE IS ETERNAL,
SELF-SUSTAINING MATTER

"The universe consists entirely of matter governed by deterministic natural laws.
There is no need for a creator. Matter is eternal and self-organizing."

COVENANT RESPONSE — TANAKH, TORAH & SCIENCE:

This argument was credible in 1770, before modern cosmology. It collapsed with the
discovery of the Big Bang. The scientific consensus is that space, time, matter, and
energy had a beginning — the singularity. Matter is not eternal. The universe is
approximately 13.8 billion years old, which means it had a beginning. Something with
a beginning is not self-sustaining and eternal. The cause of the beginning, by logical
necessity, must itself be outside of space, time, matter, and energy — because
those things did not exist until the beginning. The Tanakh's account — Yahweh
existing before creation and speaking it into existence from nothing (Bereishit
(Genesis) 1:1) — is the only framework consistent with a universe that had a
beginning. D'Holbach's eternal matter has been empirically refuted by the Big Bang
his secular successors accept.

ARGUMENT H-2: DETERMINISM: FREE WILL IS AN ILLUSION — NO SOUL
EXISTS APART FROM BRAIN

"Human consciousness is entirely a product of brain function. The soul is an illusion.
Free will is an illusion. Thought is just matter in motion."
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COVENANT RESPONSE — TANAKH, TORAH & SCIENCE:

If deterministic materialism is true, the conclusion 'determinism is true' is not a
reasoned judgment — it is simply the output of a physical process. The materialist
who says 'l have proven determinism' is claiming that his deterministically-caused

brain-output constitutes proof. But proofs require rational evaluation, which

requires a rational evaluator, which requires genuine agency — which
determinism denies. The argument is self-defeating. Furthermore, modern

neuroscience has not resolved the 'hard problem of consciousness.' The Tanakh's
Yahweh breathing the neshamah (nnwy — H5397) into Adam — Bereishit
(Genesis) 2:7 — provides what materialism cannot: an explanation for why matter
configured as a brain produces the subjective experience of being a thinking person.
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PART THREE: MARXIST ATHEISM — THE SOCIAL CONTROL
ARGUMENTS — ANSWERED

ARGUMENT M-1: RELIGION IS SOCIAL CONTROL — USED BY THE
POWERFUL TO PACIFY THE OPPRESSED

"Religion was invented to manage and control populations — making the suffering
accept their condition by promising heavenly reward in exchange for earthly
submission."

COVENANT RESPONSE — TANAKH, TORAH & SCIENCE:
This argument is historically accurate about institutional religion. The Tanakh states

it more forcefully. But the covenant of Yahweh is the opposite of a social control
mechanism. The Torah's economic laws — Shemitah (debt release every seven
years, Devarim (Deuteronomy) 15:1-2), Yovel/Jubilee (land redistribution every
fifty years, Vayikra (Leviticus) 25:10-13), mandatory gleaning rights for the poor
(Vayikra 19:9-10) — constitute the most radical wealth redistribution framework in
ancient literature. Yahweh's prophets — Amos, Yeshayahu, Yirmeyahu, Micah —
delivered the harshest condemnations of economic exploitation in ancient history.

Amos 5:11 — "Therefore because you trample on the poor and you exact taxes
of grain from him... you shall not dwell in the houses of hewn stone that you

have built." That is not social control on behalf of the powerful. That is covenant
justice against them.

ARGUMENT M-2: ATHEIST STATES ARE MORE HUMANE THAN RELIGIOUS
ONES

"An atheist secular state, freed from religious superstition, would produce a more just
and humane society."

COVENANT RESPONSE — TANAKH, TORAH & SCIENCE:
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The historical record of the 20th century refutes this completely. Every state that
officially adopted atheism as its governing philosophy produced mass atrocity: the
Soviet Union under Lenin and Stalin — 20 million deaths; Maoist China — 45-65
million deaths; Pol Pot's Cambodia — approximately 25% of the entire population.
These were the logical result of a governing philosophy that denied transcendent
moral authority and removed the covenant framework of human dignity derived from
the divine image (Bereishit (Genesis) 1:26-27 — man made in the image of
Elohim). Devarim (Deuteronomy) 1:17 — "You shall not be partial in judgment...
for the judgment is Yahweh's" — establishes that no human governing authority
is the final court. Remove that transcendent check, and you get Stalin.
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PART FOUR: NEW ATHEISM — THE FOUR HORSEMEN —
ANSWERED

The Four Horsemen represent the most culturally influential atheist arguments of the
21st century. We address them argument by argument, author by author.

RICHARD DAWKINS — The God Delusion

ARGUMENT D-1: THE GOD HYPOTHESIS IS IMPROBABLE — 'WHO MADE
GOD?'

Dawkins argues that a creator complex enough to design the universe must itself
require its own explanation. God therefore does not solve the complexity problem —

it only pushes it back. The 'Ultimate Boeing 747 Gambit.'

COVENANT RESPONSE — TANAKH, TORAH & SCIENCE:

Dawkins' argument assumes that complexity always requires a prior material
explanation. This is an empirical claim about material objects — not a logical
necessity. The Tanakh's Yahweh is not a material object. Shemot (Exodus) 3:14 —
Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh — pure self-existent being. The philosophical tradition from
Aristotle's Unmoved Mover to Aquinas's First Cause establishes that an infinite
regress of causation is incoherent — there must be an uncaused first cause that
is itself not a contingent material object. Dawkins' argument only works against an
anthropomorphic God made of matter. The Tanakh's Yahweh is specifically not a
material being — He is the ground of being from which matter proceeds.

ARGUMENT D-2: EVOLUTION REMOVES THE NEED FOR A DESIGNER
Dawkins argues that Darwinian natural selection provides a fully naturalistic

explanation for the appearance of design in living organisms, eliminating the
argument from design.
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COVENANT RESPONSE — TANAKH, TORAH & SCIENCE:

Evolution explains the mechanism of biological change. It does not explain the origin
of: (1) the first self-replicating molecule; (2) the genetic code itself — a quaternary
digital information system of 3 billion base pairs encoding precise protein-building
instructions; (3) the laws of physics that make chemistry possible. Francis Crick,
co-discoverer of DNA, stated the origin of the genetic code is the deepest unsolved
problem in biology. Information, in_every empirical case science has ever
documented, comes from intelligence — never from undirected chemistry alone.
The Tanakh's account — Yahweh speaking creation into existence (Bereishit
(Genesis) 1) — is entirely consistent with what biology has discovered about the
informational structure of the genome.

CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS — God Is Not Great

ARGUMENT H-3: RELIGION POISONS EVERYTHING
Hitchens argued that religion is inherently totalitarian, stifling free inquiry, causing

sectarian violence, and corrupting moral judgment.

COVENANT RESPONSE — TANAKH, TORAH & SCIENCE:

Hitchens was right about institutional religion. He was wrong to conclude this indicts
the covenant of Yahweh. His book is a prosecution of Christianity's Crusades,
Catholic child abuse, and Islamic terrorism — none of which are sanctioned by the
Tanakh's covenant framework. The Tanakh explicitly prohibits: religious coercion
(Devarim 30:19), abuse of power by religious leaders (Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 7,
Yechezkel (Ezekiel) 34), injustice toward foreigners (Shemot (Exodus) 22:21).
Every atrocity Hitchens catalogs under the name of religion represents a violation of
the Tanakh's covenant — not its expression. He prosecuted the criminals while
acquitting the covenant they betrayed. Devarim (Deuteronomy) 31:29 — "For |
know that after my death you will surely act corruptly and turn aside from the
way that | have commanded you." Yahweh knew. Hitchens confirmed it.
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SAM HARRIS — The End of Faith / Waking Up

ARGUMENT H-4: RELIGIOUS FAITH IS UNJUSTIFIED BELIEF WITHOUT
EVIDENCE

Harris argues: 'Faith is the permission religious people give one another to believe
things strongly without evidence.' He calls every instance of religious faith potentially
dangerous.

COVENANT RESPONSE — TANAKH, TORAH & SCIENCE:
Harris accurately identifies what Christian pistis (Greek blind faith) has become. His
description does not match the Tanakh's emunah. The Hebrew emunah (nynx —

H530) derives from the root aman (mx) — firmness, reliability, verified
trustworthiness. It is the same root as 'Amen.! Emunah _is not belief without
evidence — it is trust established through demonstrated reliability. The

Tanakh's emunah is explicitly grounded in historical events: the Exodus, the
wilderness provision, the prophetic track record. Furthermore: Harris himself
exercises emunah in exactly this sense — he trusts the reliability of the laws of logic
without empirical verification of logic itself. Harris practices covenant epistemology
while arguing against it.

DANIEL DENNETT — Breaking the Spell

ARGUMENT H-5: RELIGION IS A NATURAL PHENOMENON — EXPLAIN IT
SCIENTIFICALLY AND IT DISAPPEARS

Dennett argues religion is a product of evolution, cognitive misfires, and cultural
transmission — fully explainable without reference to any supernatural reality.

COVENANT RESPONSE — TANAKH, TORAH & SCIENCE:

Dennett's argument is a genetic fallacy: explaining how a belief arose does not
determine whether the belief is true. Even if evolution produced cognitive tendencies
toward agency detection — this tells us nothing about whether there is an actual
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divine agent underlying reality. The origin of a belief has no bearing on its truth value.
The Tanakh establishes the inverse argument: Yahweh embedded in the human
mind the capacity to recognize His presence in creation (Bereishit (Genesis) 1:26
— man made in the image of Elohim; Tehillim (Psalms) 19 — the heavens
continuously speak). The near-universal human religious impulse across all cultures
and all time is not evidence against a creator — it is evidence of a creator who
designed beings capable of recognizing Him.
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PART FIVE: THE COMPLETE ARGUMENT MATRIX — EVERY
OBJECTION ANSWERED

Below is a systematic response to every major category of atheist argument, ensuring
comprehensive coverage.

COSMOLOGICAL & SCIENTIFIC ARGUMENTS

ARGUMENT S-1: THE UNIVERSE COULD HAVE COME FROM NOTHING —
QUANTUM VACUUM

Some physicists argue quantum vacuum fluctuations show that something can come
from nothing — eliminating the need for a creator.

COVENANT RESPONSE — TANAKH, TORAH & SCIENCE:

The quantum vacuum is not nothing. It is a structured energy state governed by the
laws of quantum mechanics — including specific field properties, energy densities,
and mathematical constraints. Lawrence Krauss's A Universe from Nothing was
specifically criticized by atheist philosopher David Albert for equivocating between
'nothing as the quantum vacuum' and 'nothing as the actual absence of anything,
including physical laws." You cannot get from true nothing to quantum vacuum
without physical laws already in place. The question 'why are the laws of physics the
way they are?' is not answered by quantum mechanics — it is the question quantum
mechanics cannot answer. The Tanakh's Yahweh is the only coherent answer to
why there are laws of physics at all rather than no laws.

ARGUMENT S-2: MULTIPLE UNIVERSES (MULTIVERSE) EXPLAIN
FINE-TUNING WITHOUT A DESIGNER

If infinite universes exist with every possible combination of physical constants, it is
inevitable that one would be life-permitting — no designer required.
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COVENANT RESPONSE — TANAKH, TORAH & SCIENCE:

The multiverse is not a scientific theory — it has no empirical evidence and makes
no testable predictions. Physicist George Ellis stated: "No possible astronomical
observations can ever see those other universes. The arguments are indirect

at best. And even if the multiverse exists, it leaves the deep mysteries of
nature unexplained."” Furthermore, the fine-tuning problem is not solved by the

multiverse — it is relocated. Any multiverse-generating mechanism must itself have
precisely the right properties to generate life-permitting universes. The improbability
is shifted, not eliminated. The Tanakh's account of a creator who establishes the
laws of nature by intention requires no improbability stacking.

ARGUMENT S-3: EVOLUTION PROVES THERE IS NO GOD — LIFE DESIGNED
ITSELF

The theory of evolution by natural selection demonstrates that the diversity and
complexity of life arises through undirected natural processes — no creator required.

COVENANT RESPONSE — TANAKH, TORAH & SCIENCE:

Evolution is a description of how life changes after it exists. It says nothing about: (1)
how life began; (2) how the genetic code originated; (3) why physical laws allow
chemistry to produce self-replicating molecules; (4) how consciousness arose from
matter. The Tanakh does not oppose the study of natural mechanisms — it
commands it. Tehillim (Psalms) 111:2 — "Great are the works of Yahweh,
studied by all who delight in them." Understanding the mechanism does not
eliminate the Mechanic. Yahweh is not threatened by mechanism. He is the author

of the mechanisms.

MORAL & PHILOSOPHICAL ARGUMENTS

ARGUMENT P-1: WITHOUT GOD, MORALITY CAN STILL EXIST — SECULAR
HUMANISM IS SUFFICIENT
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Morality is a natural product of social evolution and empathy. We don't need God to
be good. Secular ethics can ground a complete moral framework.

COVENANT RESPONSE — TANAKH, TORAH & SCIENCE:

Secular ethics can describe moral behavior. It cannot ground it. Every secular
ethical framework ultimately appeals to something it cannot justify on purely material
terms. The Tanakh's moral framework is grounded in the character of Yahweh —
whose image (tselem Elohim, Bereishit 1:26) is present in every human. This

grounds the obligation to treat every person with dignity not in social convention but
in ontological reality: every person carries the divine image. Remove that
foundation and you are left with might-makes-right dressed in utilitarian language.
Secular humanism is a borrowed ethic — it survives on the moral capital of the
covenant it rejected.

ARGUMENT P-2: THE PROBLEM OF DIVINE HIDDENNESS — WHY DOESN'T
GOD JUST APPEAR?

If God desires relationship with all humans, why doesn't He make His existence
unmistakably obvious? The silence suggests no one is there.

COVENANT RESPONSE — TANAKH, TORAH & SCIENCE:

The Tanakh addresses divine hiddenness directly — it is called Hester Panim (Anoqn
n19) — the hidden face. Devarim (Deuteronomy) 31:17-18 records Yahweh
stating explicitly: "1 will hide my f from them...

other gods." Hiddenness in the Tanakh is covenant response, not absence.
Yahweh reveals Himself in proportion to covenant faithfulness. Devarim 4:29 —
"But from there you will seek Yahweh your Elohim and you will find him, if you
search after him with all your heart and with all your soul." The universe itself is

Yahweh's continuous signature — Tehillim (Psalms) 19:1-3 establishes that the
heavens speak without ceasing in every language.
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ARGUMENT P-3: THE PROBLEM OF EVIL — AN ALL-GOOD, ALL-POWERFUL
GOD CANNOT CO-EXIST WITH SUFFERING

The existence of immense, unnecessary suffering is logically incompatible with a
God who is both omnipotent and omnibenevolent.

COVENANT RESPONSE — TANAKH, TORAH & SCIENCE:

This argument is aimed at the Christian theological construct of an omnibenevolent
God whose primary attribute is ensuring human comfort. The Tanakh does not
present Yahweh this way. The covenant attributes are tzedek (justice), hesed
(covenant loyalty), emunah (faithfulness), and kedushah (holiness). The Tanakh
never promises a suffering-free world. Devarim (Deuteronomy) 28 is the most
comprehensive cause-and-effect covenant document in ancient literature — specific
covenant violations produce specific consequences, documented with historical
precision. The Assyrian exile of the Northern Kingdom (722 BCE), the Babylonian
exile (586 BCE), and the Roman destruction of Jerusalem (70 CE) — all
documented by external sources and all predicted in the Tanakh. Suffering does not
disprove Yahweh. It reveals the depth of what was broken when covenant was
abandoned. The Book of lyov (Job) is the Tanakh's sustained engagement with
unjust suffering — lyov 38:4 — "Where were you when | laid the foundation of
the earth?"

ARGUMENT P-4: CONTRADICTORY RELIGIOUS CLAIMS — WHICH RELIGION
IS RIGHT?

Since different religions make contradictory claims about God's nature, at most one
can be right — and the disagreement itself suggests all are simply human
constructs.

COVENANT RESPONSE — TANAKH, TORAH & SCIENCE:

This argument correctly identifies the problem with post-covenant religious
constructions. But contradictory claims about physical reality from different scientists
do not prove physical reality does not exist — they prove some scientists are wrong.
The Tanakh's framework handles this directly: Devarim (Deuteronomy) 18:21-22
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— prophetic accuracy is the test. By this standard, the Tanakh's prophetic track
record stands alone: Cyrus named 150 years before his birth (Yeshayahu (Isaiah)
44:28), the specific 70-year duration of Babylonian exile (Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah)
25:11-12), the destruction of Tyre (Yechezkel (Ezekiel) 26), the persistence of Israel
as a people (Vayikra (Leviticus) 26:44). No other ancient religious text has this
record. The contradictions among religions point toward the covenant source — not

away from it.
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PART SIX: THE SEVEN THINGS ATHEISM CANNOT EXPLAIN

Beyond answering atheist arguments, the covenant position advances an affirmative
case. Here are seven realities that atheist materialism has no coherent explanation for
— but the Tanakh addresses directly.

1. THE ORIGIN OF PHYSICAL LAWS
Why are the laws of physics the specific way they are rather than any other way?

Physics describes the laws. It cannot explain why those laws rather than no laws, or
different laws. The Tanakh's Yahweh is the lawgiver of the cosmos — Bereishit

(Genesis) 1 is a record of Yahweh establishing the governing structures of physical
reality by spoken decree.

2. THE ORIGIN OF INFORMATION IN DNA
Every living cell contains approximately 3 billion base pairs of functional, specified,

digital information. In every empirical case science has documented, functional
specified information comes from intelligence. Undirected chemistry produces noise

— not code. The Tanakh's creation account positions Yahweh as the speaker of
creative information — Bereishit (Genesis) 1's ten speech-acts are the original source

of biological information architecture.

3. THE ORIGIN OF CONSCIOUSNESS
Why does matter arranged as a brain produce subjective experience — the felt quality

of seeing, hearing, and thinking? The hard problem of consciousness has no materialist
solution. The Tanakh's neshamah — the breath of Yahweh in every human (Bereishit
(Genesis) 2:7) — is the only framework that explains why matter configured as a
human being produces first-person experience rather than simply processing
information in the dark.

4. THE UNIVERSAL MORAL INTUITION
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Every human culture in history has possessed a sense of moral obligation — that some
things are truly wrong regardless of social convention. Materialism cannot explain
genuine moral obligation — it can only explain moral behavior as evolutionary survival
strategy. The Tanakh grounds moral intuition in the tselem Elohim — every human
bears the image of Yahweh (Bereishit (Genesis) 1:26), giving every person inherent
dignity and every moral violation genuine weight.

5. THE COHERENCE OF MATHEMATICS WITH PHYSICAL REALITY
Why is the universe mathematical? Why does abstract mathematics describe physical

reality with uncanny precision? Physicist Eugene Wigner called this "the unreasonable

effectiveness of mathematics" and acknowledged it as one of the deepest mysteries
of science. The Tanakh's framework — Yahweh creating through ordered speech
(Bereishit (Genesis) 1), embedded mathematical structure in creation — is the only
coherent explanation for why mathematics and physical reality correspond.

6. THE PROPHETIC TRACK RECORD
The Tanakh contains specific, falsifiable predictions of future historical events that came

to pass — verified by external sources. Cyrus of Persia named 150 years before his
birth (Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 44:28, confirmed by the Cyrus Cylinder). The specific
70-year duration of Babylonian exile (Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 25:11-12, confirmed by
Babylonian Chronicles). The survival of Israel as a distinct people through exile and

dispersal (Vayikra (Leviticus) 26:44, confirmed by 2,600 years of history). No other
ancient text has this record. Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 46:10 — "Declaring the end from

the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, 'My counsel
shall stand."™

7. THE SURVIVAL OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE
The Jewish people are the most improbable survivors in human history — a small

covenant community maintaining distinct identity through Egyptian slavery, Assyrian
conquest, Babylonian exile, Greek persecution, Roman destruction, centuries of
European persecution, and the Holocaust — remaining a covenant people today.
Vayikra (Leviticus) 26:44 and Devarim (Deuteronomy) 4:27-31 predicted precisely
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this: dispersal among the nations, persecution, and survival. Historian Mark Twain wrote
in 1899: 'The Egyptian, the Babylonian, and the Persian rose, filled the planet with
sound and splendor, then faded to dream-stuff and passed away... The Jew saw them
all, beat them all, and is now what he always was.' The survival of Israel is Yahweh's
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CLOSING COVENANT DECLARATION

We began this study by granting the atheist critique everything it deserves against
organized religion. We end it by restating what has been demonstrated:

» The materialist claim that matter is eternal has been refuted by the Big Bang.

* The determinism argument is self-defeating — determinism cannot produce truth
claims, only outputs.

« The Marxist social-control critique applies to institutional religion — not to the
Torah's radical covenant justice framework.

+ The atheist states of the 20th century produced the largest death tolls in human
history — materialism without transcendent moral authority has a body count.

+ Dawkins' Boeing 747 Gambit misunderstands the nature of Yahweh as described
in Shemot (Exodus) 3:14 — uncaused, self-existent being, not a complex
material object requiring explanation.

» Evolution explains biological change — not the origin of the genetic code,
physical laws, or consciousness.

* Hitchens prosecuted religious criminals — not the covenant they violated.

» Harris argues against Greek pistis (blind faith) — not Hebrew emunah
(evidence-based covenant trust).

» The fine-tuned universe, the prophetic track record, the survival of Israel, and the
origin of consciousness all point toward the Tanakh's account.

The honest atheist deserves an honest answer. Here it is: You were right to reject
what you were shown. What you were shown was not the covenant of Yahweh.

Come — examine the source. Bring your best questions. Bring your evidence.

Yahweh said: "Come, let us reason together" (Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 1:18). The
covenant does not fear investigation. It invites it.

miqdashbethel@gmail.com | Page 23



MIQDASH BETHEL COVENANT ASSEMBLY | When They Say There Is No God — Complete Edition

'Declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things
not yet done, saying, 'My counsel shall stand, and | will accomplish
all my purpose."™ — Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 46:10

"You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your

heart." — Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 29:13
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