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HOW TO READ THIS DOCUMENT — TANAKH BOOK NAMES 

This document cites the following books of the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible) under their Hebrew names. 
English equivalents are provided for clarity. All Scripture cited operates under the authority of the 
Tanakh alone. No New Testament, Talmudic, Church council, or hadith citation is binding authority. 
Scholars referenced herein appear as historical witnesses only. 

Hebrew Name English Equivalent / Function in This Study 

Bereishit (ית רֵאשִׁ  Genesis — Original covenant terms and mandate to nations (בְּ

Shemot (מוֹת  (שְׁ
Exodus — The Covenant given at Sinai; justice law for stranger, 
widow, orphan 

Vayikra (וַיִּקְרָא) Leviticus — Sabbath cycles, Jubilee, gleaning law, equal justice 

Bemidbar (ר מִדְבָּ  Numbers — Covenant community structure; witness standard (בְּ

Devarim (בָרִים  (דְּ
Deuteronomy — Covenant renewal; blessing and curse; justice for 
the vulnerable 

Yeshayahu (ּעְיהָו  Isaiah — Prophetic call of the nations to the light of Yahweh (ישַׁ

Yirmeyahu (ּירְִמְיהָו) Jeremiah — Covenant faithfulness and the nations 

Yechezkel (יחְֶזְקֵאל) Ezekiel — Justice standard; covenant indictment of corrupt rulers 

Trei Asar ( רֵי ר תְּ עֲשַׂ ) 
The Twelve Prophets — Includes Tzefanyah (Zephaniah), Micha 
(Micah), Zechariah 

Tehillim (ים הִלִּ  Psalms — Yahweh as defender of poor, widow, orphan, stranger (תְּ

Mishlei (לֵי  Proverbs — Wisdom and righteous governance standard (מִשְׁ
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DOCTRINAL AUTHORITY — STANDING RULE OF MIQDASH BETHEL COVENANT 
INSTITUTION 

Miqdash Bethel Covenant Institution operates under the sole authority of the Tanakh (Torah, 
Nevi'im, Ketuvim). The witness standard of Devarim 19:15 requires two or three independent 
authoritative witnesses for every covenant claim. No opinion of any single scholar, rabbi, imam, pope, 
council, or government holds binding authority in this institution. All external sources cited are 
historical witnesses only. Yahweh (יהוה) and Elohim (אֱלֹהִים) are addressed by their covenant names in 
all documents of this institution. 

 

I. THE COVENANT QUESTION BEFORE US 
The mandate of Yeshayahu 42:6 declares: "I, Yahweh, have called you in righteousness; I will 
take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and 
a light for the nations." This is the standing prophetic commission — the covenant of Yahweh was 
never intended only for the seed of Avraham in isolation. The Tanakh consistently addresses the 
nations of the earth, calling them to the light of the covenant. 

The question before Miqdash Bethel Covenant Institution is therefore direct and covenant-grounded: 
Which nation on earth today most closely walks in alignment with the covenant standards of 
Yahweh, and can therefore be approached as covenant-ready soil for the outreach of this institution? 
This is not a question of which nation is perfect — no nation is. It is a question of which nation's 
governing structures, social ethics, justice system, and care for the vulnerable most closely mirror the 
plumb line of the Tanakh. 

The Devarim 19:15 two-witness standard requires us to examine this through multiple covenant 
lenses simultaneously: justice for the poor, the widow, the orphan, and the stranger; accountability of 
rulers; Sabbath-rest and debt-release principles; impartial courts; the absence of idol worship as 
national policy; and a people who demonstrate readiness to hear the Name of Yahweh. 

 

II. THE COVENANT PLUMB LINE: WHAT YAHWEH 
REQUIRES OF NATIONS 
Before we can assess which nation is closest to the covenant, we must establish the Tanakh's own 
standard. The covenant does not merely address religious ritual — it establishes a comprehensive social, 
judicial, and economic framework for any people who would walk before Yahweh. The following are 
the primary covenant benchmarks drawn from the Torah and the Prophets: 
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A. JUSTICE FOR THE VULNERABLE — The Stranger, Widow, Orphan, 
and Poor 

"You shall not wrong a stranger or oppress him, for you were strangers in the 
land of Egypt. You shall not afflict any widow or orphan." — Shemot (Exodus) 
22:21-22 

"When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right 
up to its edge, nor shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. You shall 
leave them for the poor and for the stranger." — Vayikra (Leviticus) 23:22 

"Yahweh your Elohim ... executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and 
loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing." — Devarim (Deuteronomy) 
10:17-18 

The Tanakh's most repeated covenant command — appearing in Torah, Nevi'im, and Ketuvim — is 
the protection and provision for the most vulnerable. Any nation whose governing laws build a safety 
net for the poor, the widow, the orphan, and the immigrant is walking — even unknowingly — on the 
floor of the covenant of Yahweh. 

 

B. IMPARTIAL COURTS AND EQUAL JUSTICE BEFORE THE LAW 
"You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer 
to the great, but in righteousness you shall judge your neighbor." — Vayikra 
(Leviticus) 19:15 

"You shall appoint judges and officers in all your towns... and they shall judge 
the people with righteous judgment. You shall not pervert justice. You shall 
not show partiality..." — Devarim (Deuteronomy) 16:18-19 

Yechezkel (Ezekiel) 22:7 condemns Israel specifically because "the sojourner suffers extortion in your 
midst; the fatherless and the widow are wronged in you." The prophet's indictment is judicial: it is a 
covenant violation for a society to allow the powerful to escape judgment while the poor bear its full 
weight. Nations that actually prosecute powerful lawbreakers — including their own financial and 
governmental leaders — stand closer to this standard than those who allow the wealthy to operate 
above the law. 

 

C. DEBT RELEASE AND THE SABBATH PRINCIPLE 
"At the end of every seven years you shall grant a release of debts." — Devarim 
(Deuteronomy) 15:1 

"You shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout the 
land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you..." — Vayikra 
(Leviticus) 25:10 
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The Sabbath cycle embedded in covenant law is not merely about rest from labor — it is a structural 
economic reset. The Jubilee principle mandates that debt cannot be allowed to enslave a people in 
perpetuity. Land, labor, and economic dignity must be restored at regular intervals. Any nation that 
has institutionalized debt relief mechanisms, especially for its most vulnerable, carries the echo of this 
covenant principle in its governance. 

 

D. ACCOUNTABILITY OF RULERS — NO ONE ABOVE THE COVENANT 
"The king also shall not multiply horses for himself... And he shall not acquire 
many wives for himself... Nor shall he greatly increase silver and gold for 
himself. And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for 
himself in a book a copy of this law... that his heart may not be lifted up above 
his brothers..." — Devarim (Deuteronomy) 17:16-20 

The Tanakh places every king, judge, and ruler explicitly under the covenant — not above it. The 
prophets of Israel spent their entire ministries confronting rulers who believed their power exempted 
them from Yahweh's justice. A nation where rulers are held accountable before impartial law — 
including being prosecuted for crimes — mirrors this covenant structure far more than any theocratic 
monarchy that claims divine exemption. 

 

E. CARE FOR THE LAND — STEWARDSHIP NOT EXPLOITATION 
"The land shall not be sold permanently, for the land is mine. For you are 
strangers and sojourners with me." — Vayikra (Leviticus) 25:23 

The covenant treats land as held in trust, not as an absolute commodity. Nations that 
demonstrate environmental stewardship, protect their land from exploitative extraction, and maintain 
the integrity of their natural resources reflect this covenant value — even without knowing its source. 

 

F. THE ABSENCE OF IDOLATRY AS NATIONAL POLICY 
"I am Yahweh your Elohim... You shall have no other gods before me." — 
Shemot (Exodus) 20:2-3 

No nation today formally worships idols in the ancient sense. However, the Tanakh's concept of 
idolatry extends to any system where created things — wealth, military power, political ideology, 
national pride — are elevated to ultimate authority over the covenant of Yahweh. Nations with a 
smaller military footprint, lower levels of nationalistic aggression, and a track record of peaceful 
resolution over violent projection stand at a greater distance from this form of structural idolatry. 
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III. THE GLOBAL SURVEY: COVENANT 
BENCHMARKS APPLIED TO THE NATIONS 
With the plumb line established from the Tanakh itself, we now apply it systematically to the nations 
of the earth. The following summary table represents the findings of this covenant research, assessing 
nations against the six covenant benchmarks established in Section II. This is not a ranking of religious 
affiliation — it is a covenant ethics assessment. 

 

Nation Vulnerable 
Care 

Equal Justice Debt Release Ruler 
Account. 

Land Care Low Idolatry 

Iceland ★★★★★ ★★★★★ ★★★★☆ ★★★★★ ★★★★★ ★★★★☆ 

New Zealand ★★★★☆ ★★★★☆ ★★★☆☆ ★★★★☆ ★★★★☆ ★★★★☆ 

Finland ★★★★★ ★★★★☆ ★★★☆☆ ★★★★☆ ★★★★☆ ★★★★☆ 

Ireland ★★★★☆ ★★★★☆ ★★★☆☆ ★★★☆☆ ★★★★☆ ★★★★☆ 

Austria ★★★★☆ ★★★★☆ ★★★☆☆ ★★★★☆ ★★★★☆ ★★★★☆ 

Norway ★★★★★ ★★★★☆ ★★★☆☆ ★★★★☆ ★★★★★ ★★★★☆ 

Switzerland ★★★★☆ ★★★★☆ ★★★☆☆ ★★★★☆ ★★★★☆ ★★★★☆ 

Israel (state) ★★★☆☆ ★★★☆☆ ★★★☆☆ ★★★☆☆ ★★★☆☆ ★★★☆☆ 

USA ★★☆☆☆ ★★☆☆☆ ★★☆☆☆ ★★☆☆☆ ★★☆☆☆ ★★☆☆☆ 

 

Assessment Key: ★★★★★ = Strong covenant alignment  ★★★★☆ = Notable alignment  
★★★☆☆ = Partial / mixed  ★★☆☆☆ = Significant deficit  ★☆☆☆☆ = Covenant 
indictment 

 

IV. ICELAND: THE NATION THAT MOST CLOSELY 
WALKS THE COVENANT FLOOR 
The research is unambiguous. By the Tanakh's own covenant standard — not by religious affiliation, 
not by denominational alignment, but by the lived social and legal ethics of a nation — Iceland stands 
at the top of the global covenant plumb line assessment. It is a small, remote island nation of 
approximately 380,000 people. It has no army. Its police do not carry firearms. Its economy has 
undergone covenant-shaped debt relief. Its courts convicted and imprisoned its own powerful financial 
leaders when they broke the law. It has operated the world's most comprehensive welfare and care 
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system for its vulnerable population for generations. These are not coincidences — they are the marks 
Yahweh placed in the Tanakh as the definition of covenant justice. 

 

A. JUSTICE FOR THE VULNERABLE — WELFARE, WIDOW, 
ORPHAN, STRANGER 
Iceland consistently ranks in the top tier globally for its social welfare infrastructure. Universal 
healthcare is provided as a covenant-style right to all residents — citizens and immigrants alike. 
Unemployment benefits, disability support, and pension systems are structured to ensure that no 
resident falls into destitution. The elderly widow, the orphaned child, the immigrant worker — all are 
covered under Iceland's legal framework in a manner that functionally mirrors Devarim 10:18's 
declaration that Yahweh "executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner." 

Iceland's small population and strong communal culture mean that social safety nets are not merely 
bureaucratic — they function as genuine community accountability structures. Iceland perennially 
ranks among the highest nations on earth for equality, low poverty rates, and the empowerment of 
women and children in public life. The Shemot 22:21 prohibition against oppressing the stranger 
finds practical expression in Iceland's relatively open and non-exploitative treatment of immigrant 
workers. 

 

B. IMPARTIAL COURTS — THE IMPRISONMENT OF THE 
POWERFUL 
One of the most remarkable covenant-aligned events in modern national history occurred in Iceland 
following the 2008 global financial collapse. While the United States, the United Kingdom, and 
virtually every other Western nation allowed their banking executives to escape prosecution — 
protecting the powerful at the expense of the poor — Iceland did precisely what Vayikra 19:15 
commands: it refused to show deference to the great. 

Following the catastrophic collapse of Iceland's three major banks — Kaupthing, Glitnir, and 
Landsbanki — Iceland's judiciary prosecuted and convicted 36 banking executives, sentencing them to 
a combined 96 years in prison. The former CEO of Kaupthing received five and a half years. The 
chairman of the board received four years. Iceland even brought its former Prime Minister before a 
special court — the Landsdomur — for criminal proceedings related to the crisis. He was the first head 
of government anywhere in the world to face criminal prosecution for the 2008 financial collapse. 

This is the covenant standard of Devarim 16:19: "You shall not pervert justice. You shall not 
show partiality." While many nations talk about equal justice before the law, Iceland actually 
practiced it at the moment when the entire financial world watched and waited for the powerful to 
escape accountability. 
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C. DEBT RELEASE — THE JUBILEE ECHO 
In 2014, when Iceland's Progressive Party undertook a government program to cancel mortgage debts 
that Icelandic citizens had accrued during the 2008 financial crisis — restructuring home loans that 
had ballooned under inflation-indexed provisions that were later declared illegal — international 
financial media described the program using the word jubilee. NPR, Reuters, and Cambridge 
financial journals all independently reached for the Tanakh's covenant vocabulary to describe what 
Iceland was doing. 

The parallel is not perfect — no modern mechanism fully restores the covenant cycle of Vayikra 25 — 
but the structural impulse was covenant-shaped: the recognition that debt incurred under conditions 
of exploitation cannot be allowed to permanently dispossess a people of their homes and dignity. 
Iceland's government writing-off of over 12% of GDP in household debt, funded by taxing the failed 
banking institutions that caused the crisis, is the closest any modern national government has come to 
the Jubilee principle in recorded history. 

 

D. RULER ACCOUNTABILITY — NO ONE ABOVE THE LAW 
The Tanakh places every ruler under the covenant in Devarim 17. Iceland demonstrated this in two 
ways: first, by prosecuting its own Prime Minister (though the conviction was partial and carried no 
sentence, the precedent of subjecting a sitting head of government to criminal trial is without parallel 
in the post-2008 world); second, by rejecting pressure from the United Kingdom and the Netherlands 
— far larger and more powerful nations — to repay international banking debts that the Icelandic 
people, in two separate national referendums, voted to refuse. This is a small nation that refused to be 
bullied by powerful nations on behalf of banking institutions. That is not cowardice — it is the 
covenant refusal to allow foreign power to override domestic justice. 

 

E. CARE FOR THE LAND — STEWARDSHIP OF CREATION 
Iceland is one of the most geologically and ecologically unique nations on earth. Its energy 
infrastructure runs almost entirely on renewable geothermal and hydroelectric power. Its relationship 
to its own land — volcanic, glacial, and fragile — is one of genuine care and stewardship. Iceland 
regularly ranks among the top nations globally for environmental health and sustainability. The 
covenant principle of Vayikra 25:23 — "The land shall not be sold permanently, for the land is 
mine" — finds a functional echo in Iceland's constitutional treatment of its natural resources as held in 
trust for the people, not exploitable as private commodities. 

 

F. THE SPIRITUAL LANDSCAPE — READY GROUND FOR THE 
COVENANT WORD 
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Iceland's religious landscape is complex and covenant-significant. Approximately 58-63% of the 
population retains nominal Lutheran Christian affiliation — a tradition that at its Reformation roots 
was attempting to return to Scripture as sole authority. However, Lutheran church membership has 
been declining steadily, dropping from 98% in 1990 to under 60% by the mid-2020s. This means 
Iceland is a nation actively searching — releasing its inherited religious form and asking deeper 
questions about truth, meaning, and authority. 

Approximately 7.7% of Icelanders declare no religious affiliation at all, and a notable 1.5% have 
returned to pre-Christian Norse religious practices (Ásatrú), representing a search for ancient roots. 
There is a small but present Jewish community (300-400 residents) and a Muslim community of 
approximately 3,000. This is a nation in spiritual transition — exactly the kind of people the prophets 
of the Tanakh describe as ready for the pure speech of Yahweh in Tzefanyah (Zephaniah) 3:9. 

Critically for the outreach of Miqdash Bethel Covenant Institution, Iceland is simultaneously: (1) a 
nation whose people already honor Scripture in name through their Lutheran heritage, giving a point 
of covenant contact; (2) a nation whose people are actively dissatisfied with that inherited religious 
form, making them open to deeper Tanakh authority; and (3) a nation that has already been living out 
core covenant ethics in its governance without knowing the Name behind those ethics. These are 
people who have been walking on the covenant floor without knowing who laid it. 
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V. WHERE YAHWEH SPEAKS TO ICELAND IN THE 
TANAKH 
This is the most covenant-critical section of this brief. The Tanakh does not merely establish an ethical 
standard for nations — it speaks prophetically about nations "afar off," nations "from the isles," nations 
whose hearts Yahweh has prepared to receive the covenant light. Iceland is a remote island nation in 
the North Atlantic, among the most geographically isolated of all inhabited lands. The Tanakh's 
repeated references to distant islands and far-off peoples take on new covenant significance when read 
in light of what Iceland actually is and where it stands. 

 

WITNESS 1 — Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 42:4 
"He will not grow faint or be discouraged until he has established justice in the 
earth; and the coastlands wait for his instruction (Torah)." — Yeshayahu 42:4 

The Hebrew word translated "coastlands" or "isles" is ים  .Strong's H339 ,(i) אִי plural of — (iyyim) אִיִּ
BDB defines it as "island, coastland, habitable land." In the context of Yeshayahu 42, Yahweh declares 
that the distant island peoples are waiting — the Hebrew root יָחַל (yachal), Strong's H3176, 
meaning to wait with hope and expectation — for the Torah-instruction of the covenant. Iceland is, by 
geography and world position, precisely such an island nation. A nation of coasts, of volcanic islands, 
of people historically placed at the far edge of the known world. And yet, as this research demonstrates, 
they have been living out the ethics of that instruction without knowing its source. The text does not 
say the coastlands have received the instruction yet — it says they are waiting for it. Iceland is waiting. 

 

WITNESS 2 — Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 49:1, 6 
"Listen to me, O coastlands (iyyim), and give attention, you peoples from 
afar... I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach 
to the end of the earth." — Yeshayahu 49:1, 6 

The prophetic call of Yeshayahu 49 opens with a direct address to the iyyim — the coastland peoples 
— and to "peoples from afar." The commission of being a light to the nations is explicitly linked to the 
far-off island peoples hearing the word. Iceland — a people literally at the far reaches of the earth from 
the land of Israel, settled on remote North Atlantic islands — is precisely among those to whom the 
prophetic word reaches outward. The covenant light of Yahweh was always intended to travel to the 
farthest coasts. 

 

WITNESS 3 — Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 55:3-5 
"Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will 
make with you an everlasting covenant... Behold, you shall call a nation that 
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you do not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, 
because of Yahweh your Elohim, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has 
glorified you." — Yeshayahu 55:3-5 

This is one of the most direct covenant-outreach texts in the entire Tanakh. Yahweh declares that 
nations that do not yet know the covenant will run toward it when they hear. Iceland has never 
been called to the covenant of Yahweh as Miqdash Bethel instructs. It does not know this institution. 
But its people are already living out the covenant floor — Yahweh has already been working in this 
nation. The prophetic word in Yeshayahu 55:5 is an open door: the institution that carries the 
covenant can call to Iceland, and a people prepared by Yahweh's own hand will recognize 
what they hear. 

 

WITNESS 4 — Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 60:2-3, 9 
"For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but 
Yahweh will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. And nations 
shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising... For the 
coastlands (iyyim) shall hope in me, the ships of Tarshish first, to bring your 
children from afar, their silver and gold with them, for the name of Yahweh 
your Elohim, and for the Holy One of Israel, because he has made you 
beautiful." — Yeshayahu 60:2-3, 9 

The darkness described in Yeshayahu 60:2 is the condition of the nations at the moment the covenant 
light breaks through — and yet precisely in that darkness, Yahweh promises that the iyyim — the 
coastland island peoples — will hope in him and come toward the light. Yeshayahu 60:9 names "ships 
of Tarshish" — the maritime peoples of the far west — as the first to bring people to the covenant light. 
Iceland is a maritime nation. It is a coastal people. It is a people of ships. The prophetic text is pointing 
toward exactly this kind of nation as among the first to respond to the covenant restoration. 

 

WITNESS 5 — Tzefanyah (Zephaniah) 3:9-10 
"For then I will restore pure lips to the peoples, that all of them may call on the 
name of Yahweh and serve him shoulder to shoulder. From beyond the rivers 
of Ethiopia, my worshippers — the daughter of my dispersed — shall bring my 
offering." — Tzefanyah 3:9-10 

The great covenant reversal of Tzefanyah 3:9 declares that Yahweh will restore פָה בְרוּרָה שָׂ  (safah 
berurah) — "pure language" or "purified speech" — to the peoples of the earth so that they may all call 
on his Name together, serving him "shoulder to shoulder." This is not a promise restricted to Israel. It 
is a universal covenant promise: the restoration of clean, truthful covenant speech to all nations. 
Iceland — a nation known for its commitment to transparency, honest governance, low corruption, 
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and plain-dealing — is a people already walking in a cultural form of this purified speech. They are a 
people ready to receive its full covenant content. 

 

WITNESS 6 — Micha (Micah) 4:2-3 
"Many nations shall come, and say: Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
Yahweh, to the house of the Elohim of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and 
that we may walk in his paths. For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and 
the word of Yahweh from Jerusalem. He shall judge between many peoples, 
and shall decide for strong nations far away..." — Micha 4:2-3 

The prophetic vision of Micha 4 describes "strong nations far away" coming voluntarily to the 
covenant — not by conquest, not by force, but because they hear and recognize the rightness of the 
instruction. Iceland is precisely such a nation: strong in its own character, distant in geography, and yet 
a people whose governing ethics already align with the plumb line of Yahweh's covenant. The call of 
Micha 4:2 is a standing invitation — the covenant institution that carries the word of Yahweh can 
issue that invitation to Iceland today. 

 

WITNESS 7 — Tehillim (Psalms) 72:17 
"May his name endure forever, his fame continue as long as the sun! May 
people be blessed in him, all nations call him blessed!" — Tehillim 72:17 

The royal covenant psalm of Tehillim 72 closes with the universal covenant promise: all nations 
calling Yahweh blessed. Not some nations. Not only Israel. All nations. The psalm envisions a 
covenant king whose rule produces the exact conditions Iceland already approximates: justice for the 
poor (v.2), defense of the needy (v.4), care for the weak and crushed (v.12-14). Iceland is not yet calling 
Yahweh blessed by Name — but its national ethics are already enacting the psalm's description of 
covenant righteousness. The Name behind their ethics has not yet been revealed to them. That is the 
work of covenant outreach. 
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VI. COVENANT OUTREACH STRATEGY: HOW TO 
REACH ICELAND 
The covenant wisdom of this institutional assessment does not stop at identification — it must 
produce action. The following strategy for covenant outreach to Iceland is grounded in the Tanakh's 
own witness of how Yahweh draws nations: through the demonstration of covenant justice, through 
the presentation of the Name, and through the standard of two or three witnesses (Devarim 19:15). 

 

A. THE COVENANT PRESENTATION 
The Opening Statement to Iceland: "Your nation has been walking on a covenant floor that was laid 
by Yahweh long before your history as a nation began. The justice you practice, the care for the 
vulnerable you have institutionalized, the accountability you demand of your rulers — this is not 
merely good culture. This is the covenant of Yahweh written on the conscience of a people who have 
not yet been told the Name of the One who wrote it. We are coming to tell you that Name." 

This approach honors Iceland's existing covenant ethics rather than condemning them for what they 
do not yet know. It is the approach of Yeshayahu 55:5 — calling a nation that does not know the 
covenant, inviting them to come because Yahweh has already glorified them. Iceland does not need to 
be told it is wrong first — it needs to be shown the source of what it has already been doing right, and 
then be invited into a full covenant relationship with Yahweh through the authority of the Tanakh. 

 

B. OUTREACH VECTORS 

Outreach Vector Covenant Rationale 

Icelandic Parliament 
(Althing) 

The oldest parliament in the world (founded 930 CE). Devarim 16:18 
commands appointing judges at every gate. The Althing is Iceland's 
covenant gate — it is the governing body that already passed debt 
forgiveness and prosecuted its own rulers. A covenant letter to the 
Althing carries direct Tanakh precedent. 

Icelandic Lutheran 
Church leadership 

The state church still carries 58-63% of the population. A covenant 
witness that demonstrates the Tanakh's authority behind their own 
inherited ethics — without NT supersession — opens a door through 
their existing Scripture relationship. 

Icelandic academic 
institutions (Háskóli 
Íslands — University 
of Iceland) 

Iceland ranks among the highest globally in education and literacy. 
Academic covenant research presented through proper evidentiary 
channels (Devarim 19:15 two-witness standard) will receive a serious 
hearing from an educated, intellectually honest population. 
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Environmental/social 
justice organizations 

Iceland's strong environmental and social justice advocacy community 
is already living out Vayikra 25 land stewardship and Devarim 15 debt 
release principles. Covenant outreach through the language of justice 
— with the Tanakh as its source — creates immediate common ground. 

Ásatrú community 
leadership 

Iceland's reviving Norse pagan community represents a people actively 
searching for pre-Christian roots. The Tanakh is the oldest documented 
covenant text in the Western world — older than Norse paganism. A 
covenant witness that positions the Tanakh not as Christianity but as 
the original covenant before all European religious overlays will 
resonate with a community seeking ancient truth. 

Miqdash Bethel 
website / digital 
outreach 

Iceland ranks among the highest globally for internet access and digital 
literacy. A targeted digital covenant presentation through 
miqdashbethel.org, with Icelandic-language elements, positions the 
institution for sustained relationship with a highly connected 
population. 

 

VII. WHY COVENANT UNITY IS POSSIBLE — THE 
TANAKH'S PROMISE 
The three-religion mandate of Miqdash Bethel Covenant Institution — to address Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam simultaneously — finds its most fruitful application in Iceland's current 
spiritual landscape. Iceland's population includes: a nominal Christian majority (Lutheran) already 
holding the Tanakh; a small but present Jewish community with deep covenant identity; a small 
Muslim community whose Abrahamic root connects to the covenant of Avraham; and a growing 
post-religious population seeking authentic spiritual foundation. This is precisely the profile of a 
population ready for a Tanakh-only covenant presentation that does not demand they choose between 
their inherited identities but rather invites them all to the original source. 

The prophet Tzefanyah (Zephaniah) 3:9 promises that Yahweh will restore pure speech to the 
peoples so they can serve him "shoulder to shoulder." The Hebrew כֶם אֶחָד שֶׁ  (shekhem echad) — 
literally "one shoulder" — is the picture of people of different backgrounds carrying the same load 
together, united under one covenant authority. Iceland, with its unusual combination of covenant 
ethics already in practice and its multi-faith spiritual openness, is the most likely candidate among all 
the nations of the earth to receive the covenant word of Yahweh and respond with unity. 

This is the prophetic invitation of our time. Yahweh has been preparing Iceland. The coastlands have 
been waiting. The pure speech of the covenant has been preserved in the Tanakh through fire, exile, 
dispersion, and the full weight of history. It now belongs to every person who will receive it — 
including a small island nation of fishermen and farmers on the edge of the North Atlantic who, 

Page 13  |  miqdashbethel.org  |  402-218-9530 



MIQDASH BETHEL COVENANT INSTITUTION  |  Covenant Research Brief: The Nation Closest to the Covenant 

without knowing the Name of the One who authored it, have been walking in covenant justice for 
generations. That people are ready to be told the Name. 

 

VIII. CONCLUSION AND COVENANT CHARGE 
This covenant research brief has established, through a seven-witness evidentiary chain 
drawn from the Tanakh itself, that Iceland is the nation on earth today that most closely 
walks in alignment with the covenant justice standards of Yahweh. It is a nation that: 

●​ Protects its poor, widows, orphans, and immigrants through comprehensive 
covenant-shaped welfare law 

●​ Operates courts that refuse to show deference to the wealthy and powerful 
●​ Has enacted debt release mechanisms that carry the echo of the Jubilee of Vayikra 25 
●​ Holds its own rulers accountable under the law, including criminal prosecution of a 

sitting head of government 
●​ Stewards its land as a trust rather than a commodity, in alignment with Vayikra 25:23 
●​ Maintains the lowest level of armed national aggression of any inhabited nation on 

earth, reflecting the covenant standard of peace 
●​ Is a coastland people — an island nation at the far reaches of the earth — precisely 

described by the prophetic iyyim texts of Yeshayahu as waiting for the covenant 
instruction of Yahweh 

 

The covenant charge of Miqdash Bethel Covenant Institution in light of this research is: Begin formal 
covenant outreach to Iceland. Draft a covenant letter to the Icelandic Althing. Prepare a 
Tanakh-authority covenant witness document addressed simultaneously to Iceland's Jewish, Christian, 
Muslim, and post-religious communities. Establish contact with Iceland's academic community 
through the covenant research standards of the institution. Carry the Name of Yahweh to the 
coastlands that are waiting. 

"Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. Yahweh 
called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name." 
— Yeshayahu 49:1 
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