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HOW TO READ THIS DOCUMENT — TANAKH BOOK NAMES 

 

Bereishit (Genesis) — The primary repository of the toledot records and patriarchal genealogies. 

Shemot (Exodus) — The priestly genealogy of Levi, Aharon, and Moshe. 

Vayikra (Leviticus) — Covenant law governing priestly and family lineage. 

Bemidbar (Numbers) — Two national censuses of Israel by tribe and family. 

Devarim (Deuteronomy) — The two-or-three-witness evidentiary standard; covenant inheritance rules. 

Yehoshua (Joshua) — Tribal land allotments; genealogical identification by covenant descent. 

Shoftim (Judges) — Tribal and family lines in the era of the judges. 

Rut (Ruth) — The Davidic genealogy from Peretz to David; 10 generations. 

Shmuel I and II (1 & 2 Samuel) — The sons of David; the royal family line. 

Melachim I and II (1 & 2 Kings) — The succession of the kings of Israel and Judah. 

Divrei HaYamim I and II (1 & 2 Chronicles) — The most comprehensive genealogical record in the Tanakh; 
chapters 1–9 span all humanity. 

Ezra — The priestly genealogy from Aharon to Ezra; list of returnees from Babylon. 

Nehemiah — Second list of the Babylonian returnees; priests and Levites by family. 
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DOCTRINAL AUTHORITY — STANDING RULE OF MIQDASH BETHEL 

 

The Tanakh — the Written Torah — is the sole binding authority of Miqdash Bethel Covenant 
Institution.  All scholars, rabbis, commentators, church fathers, and academic sources cited in this study 
function as historical witnesses only. The Talmud, rabbinic tradition, patristic commentary, and academic 
source criticism are referenced for orientation and corroboration but carry no doctrinal authority. Every 
conclusion in this study is measured against the text of the Tanakh using the evidentiary standard of Devarim 
(Deuteronomy) 19:15 — two or three independent authoritative witnesses. The Hebrew lexical standard is 
BDB / HALOT / Gesenius. Chronological data is drawn from the Masoretic Text (MT) as the Tanakh 
authority document, with the Septuagint (LXX) and Samaritan Pentateuch (SP) examined as textual 
witnesses. 

 

I. WHAT IS A TOLEDOT? — THE HEBREW COVENANT RECORD 

 

The Hebrew word toledot (תּוֹלְדוֹת, Strong's H-8435) is derived from the root yalad (ילַָד, H-3205) — 
meaning to bring forth, to bear, to beget.  In its noun form, toledot carries the meaning of descendant history — 
not merely a list of names, but the full unfolding of what a person or event brought into the world.  
BDB defines toledot as: '(plural only) descent, i.e. family; (figuratively) history — birth, generations.' 

 

The toledot formula appears 39 times in the full Tanakh and 10 times in Bereishit (Genesis) alone. These 
10 occurrences provide the structural backbone of the entire book of Genesis — dividing it into 10 covenant 
epochs, each marked by the phrase "Eleh toledot..." ( ה תוֹלְדוֹת אֵלֶּ ) — "These are the generations of..."  The 
word is used once for heaven and earth (Bereishit 2:4), establishing that all of human history is itself a toledot 
— what creation brought forth under Yahweh's sovereign hand. 

 

The 10 Toledot of Bereishit — The Structural Bones of Genesis 

 

# Subject of 
Toledot 

Tanakh 
Reference Covenant Significance 

1 

Shamayim 
v'Aretz(Hea
ven and 
Earth) 

Bereishit 
(Genesis) 2:4 

Introduces all of creation history — 
what the heavens and earth brought 
forth 

2 Adam Bereishit 5:1 
10 antediluvian patriarchs; Adam to 
Noah — 1,656 years (MT) 
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3 
Noach 
(Noah) 

Bereishit 6:9 
Narrative of the Flood — covenant 
faithfulness of Noah 

4 
Benei 
Noach(Sons 
of Noah) 

Bereishit 10:1 
Table of Nations — 70 nations; sons 
of Yafet, Cham, Shem 

5 Shem 
Bereishit 
11:10 

10 post-flood patriarchs; Shem to 
Abraham — 292 years (MT) 

6 
Terach 
(Terah) 

Bereishit 
11:27 

Introduces Abraham, Nahor, Lot — 
the patriarchal era begins 

7 
Yishmael 
(Ishmael) 

Bereishit 
25:12 

12 princes of Ishmael; father of the 
Arab nations 

8 
Yitzchak 
(Isaac) 

Bereishit 
25:19 

Narrative of Jacob and Esau — 
covenant narrowing to Israel 

9 Esav (Esau) 
Bereishit 
36:1, 9 

Double use; sons and chiefs of Esau — 
Edom genealogy 

1
0 

Ya'akov 
(Jacob) 

Bereishit 37:2 
Joseph narrative; Israel's 12 sons and 
entry into Egypt 

 

What this structure reveals is not accidental. Yahweh caused these records to be preserved because the toledot 
system performs a specific covenant function: it demonstrates the narrowing process — the progressive 
identification of the covenant line through which His purposes flow. The record runs: Adam → Shet → Enosh 
→ Noach → Shem → Avraham → Yitzchak → Ya'akov → the 12 tribes → the tribe of Yehudah → the house 
of David. Every name recorded is a legal witness to this covenant chain. 

 

II. THE ANTEDILUVIAN GENERATIONS — BEREISHIT 5 (From Adam to 
Noah) 

 

Bereishit (Genesis) 5:1 opens with: "Zeh sefer toledot Adam..." — "This is the book of the generations 
of Adam."  The word sefer (סֵפֶר) means written document, scroll, book — signaling that this was treated as a 
formal written record, not oral tradition.  The chapter presents 10 patriarchs from Adam to Noach's sons, 
covering 1,656 years according to the Masoretic Text. Each entry follows a precise covenant legal formula: 

 

  [Name] lived [X] years and fathered [son]. And [Name] lived [Y] years after fathering [son], and 
had other sons and daughters. All the days of [Name] were [Z] years; and he died. 
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This formula is not decorative. It creates a continuous chronological chain — each patriarch's age at the 
birth of his named descendant provides the link between events. The chain is unbroken from Adam to Noah, 
and then from Noah through Shem to Avraham (Bereishit 11). 

 

Patriarch 
Age at 
Son's 
Birth 

Remaini
ng 

Years 

Total 
Life 

Birth 
(AM) 

Death 
(AM) 

Adam 130 800 930 1 930 

Shet (Seth) 105 807 912 130 1042 

Enosh 90 815 905 235 1140 

Qenan 
(Kenan) 

70 840 910 325 1235 

Mahalalel 65 830 895 395 1290 

Yered 
(Jared) 

162 800 962 460 1422 

Chanoch 
(Enoch) 

65 300 365 622 
987 

(taken) 

Metushelac
h 
(Methusela
h) 

187 782 969 687 1656 

Lemech 
(Lamech) 

182 595 777 874 1651 

Noach 
(Noah) 

500+ ... 950 1056 2006 

 

Note: Chanoch (Enoch) stands apart from every other entry. The standard closing formula — "and he died" 
— is replaced with: 'Vayithalech Chanoch et-ha'Elohim ve'einenu, ki lakach oto Elohim' — "Enoch 
walked with Elohim, and he was not, for Elohim took him"  (Bereishit 5:24).  Enoch, the 7th 
generation from Adam, lived 365 years. His taking without death is a covenant marker — a witness within the 
genealogical record that covenant faithfulness is recognized by Yahweh in ways that transcend ordinary human 
endings. 

 

The oldest man in the Tanakh is Metushelach (Methuselah) at 969 years. His death year in the MT aligns 
precisely with the year of the Flood (AM 1656), a convergence that has been noted by scholars across 
traditions. His name in Hebrew — from mut (death) and shalach (to send) — may carry the meaning "his 
death shall send it" — a chronological covenant marker embedded in the very name. 
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III. THE POST-FLOOD GENERATIONS — BEREISHIT 11 (Shem to 
Abraham) 

 

After the Flood, Bereishit 10 presents the Table of Nations — the dispersal of all humanity from Noach's 
three sons: Yafet (Japheth), Cham (Ham), and Shem.  This is not merely history — it is the covenant 
framework explaining the origin of every ethnic family on earth (70 nations are named), while tracking the 
covenant line specifically through Shem. 

 

Bereishit 11:10 resumes the strict chronological genealogy — again 10 generations — from Shem to 
Avraham. The Masoretic Text yields a total of 292 years from the Flood to the birth of Avraham (with some 
scholarly debate at 352 years depending on how Terah's age at Abraham's birth is calculated — Bereishit 
11:26 says Terah was 70 when his sons were born, but Bereishit 12:4 and Acts 7:4 together suggest Avraham 
was born when Terah was 130). 

 

Patriarch 
Age at 
Son's 
Birth 

Remaini
ng 

Years 

Total 
Life 

Birth 
(AM) 

Death 
(AM) 

Shem 100 500 600 1558 2158 

Arpachsha
d 
(Arphaxad) 

35 403 438 1658 2096 

Shelach 
(Shelah) 

30 403 433 1693 2126 

Ever (Eber) 34 430 464 1723 2187 

Peleg 30 209 239 1757 1996 

Reu 32 207 239 1787 2026 

Serug 30 200 230 1819 2049 

Nachor 
(Nahor) 

29 119 148 1849 1997 

Terach 
(Terah) 

70 135 205 1878 2083 

Avraham 
(Abraham) 

100 75 175 1948 2123 
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The lifespans drop dramatically after the Flood — from near-millennial ages to those approaching modern 
human experience. Peleg, whose name means "division," is noted: "In his days the earth was divided" 
(Bereishit 10:25) — likely a reference to the dispersal at the Tower of Babel, recorded in Bereishit 11:1-9.  
The genealogical record and the narrative of dispersal interlock precisely. 

 

IV. ALL THE GENERATIONS — EVERY MAJOR GENEALOGY IN THE 
TANAKH 

 

The genealogical impulse does not end with the patriarchal era. The Tanakh records generations throughout 
its entire length — from the Flood survivors through the national censuses, the Davidic royal line, the 
priestly succession, and the post-exilic covenant community. The purpose is constant: covenant identity 
requires covenant lineage.  The table below catalogs every major genealogical record preserved in the Tanakh. 

 

Tanakh 
Reference Subject Scope / Detail Covenant 

Function 

Bereishit 
(Genesis) 5:1-32 

Adam to 
Noah 

10 generations / 
1,656 years (MT) 

Antediluvian 
covenant line 

Bereishit 
10:1-32 

Table of 
Nations 
(Noach's 
sons) 

70 nations; sons 
of Yafet, Cham, 
Shem 

Origin of all ethnic 
families on earth 

Bereishit 
11:10-26 

Shem to 
Avraham 

10 generations / 
~292 years (MT) 

Post-flood covenant 
narrowing to 
Abraham 

Bereishit 
22:20-24 

Descendants 
of Nahor 

Sons and 
grandsons of 
Avraham's 
brother 

Covenant 
boundary marker 

Bereishit 
25:12-18 

Sons of 
Yishmael 

12 princes/tribes 
Fulfilment of 
Bereishit 17:20 — 
12 princes 

Bereishit 25:1-6 
Sons of 
Keturah 
(Avraham) 

6 sons; founders 
of 
Arabian/Eastern 
peoples 

Covenant 
periphery — not 
the chosen line 
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Bereishit 
36:1-43 

Esav and 
Edom 

Chiefs and kings 
of Edom 

Elder nation; 
outside covenant 
inheritance 

Bereishit 
46:8-27 

70 souls of 
Ya'akov into 
Egypt 

All 12 tribes listed 
by name 

The covenant 
nation enumerated 
whole 

Shemot 
(Exodus) 
6:14-27 

Levi to 
Moshe and 
Aharon 

4 generations 
across 430 years 

Priestly and 
prophetic line 
established 

Bemidbar 
(Numbers) 
1:1-54 

First census 
— all 12 
tribes 

603,550 men of 
war 

Covenant army; 
national identity by 
tribe 

Bemidbar 
26:1-65 

Second 
census — 40 
years later 

601,730 men of 
war 

Land allotment 
basis; new 
generation 

Bemidbar 
3:1-39 

Sons of 
Aharon and 
Levi 

Levitical clans 
and their duties 

Priestly covenant 
service structure 

Yehoshua 
(Joshua) 
7:16-18 

Achan's 
lineage 

Tribe → clan → 
family → man 

Evidentiary 
identification by 
covenant descent 

Rut (Ruth) 
4:18-22 

Peretz to 
David 

10 generations 
The Davidic 
covenant line 
established 

Shmuel II (2 
Samuel) 3:2-5 

Sons of 
David born 
in Hevron 

6 sons by 6 wives 
Royal family; 
covenant 
succession 

Shmuel II 
5:13-16 

Sons of 
David born 
in 
Yerushalayim 

11 sons listed 
Expansion of royal 
line in the covenant 
city 

Divrei 
HaYamim I (1 
Chr.) 1-9 

World 
genealogy: 
Adam to 
Israel 

9 chapters; all 
nations through 
Israel 

Complete covenant 
history of 
humanity 

Divrei 
HaYamim I 
2:3-55 

Descendants 
of Yehudah 

Extensive — 
includes Davidic 
line 

Covenant kingship 
rooted in Judah 
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Divrei 
HaYamim I 
3:1-24 

House of 
David — 
kings to exile 

Kings, captives, 
and post-exilic 
heirs 

Unbroken royal 
line through 
Babylonian exile 

Divrei 
HaYamim I 
6:1-81 

Levites and 
priestly 
families 

Full genealogy of 
covenant service 

Temple service 
legitimacy 

Divrei 
HaYamim I 
7:1-40 

Northern 
tribes 
genealogies 

Yissachar, 
Binyamin, 
Naftali, Ephraim, 
Asher 

All Israel 
genealogically 
anchored 

Ezra 2:1-70 
Returnees 
from 
Babylon 

42,360 people + 
servants 

Post-exilic covenant 
community 
identified by 
genealogy 

Ezra 7:1-5 
Ezra's 
priestly 
genealogy 

16 generations: 
Aharon to Ezra 

Priestly authority 
validated through 
lineage 

Nehemiah 
7:5-73 

Second list of 
returnees 

Parallel to Ezra 2; 
discrepancies 
noted 

Covenant identity 
preserved through 
exile 

Nehemiah 
11:3-36 

Jerusalem 
settlers by 
family 

Yehudah, 
Binyamin, Levi, 
Kohen clans 

Repopulation of 
the covenant city 

Nehemiah 
12:1-26 

Priests and 
Levites — 
return era 

From Zerubbabel 
to Nehemiah 

Covenant 
continuity of 
priestly succession 

 

V. HOW LONG HAS IT BEEN? — FROM CREATION TO TODAY 

 

The Three Text Traditions and Their Chronologies 

 

There are three ancient text traditions that preserve the numerical data of the genealogies, and they do not 
agree. This disagreement is itself a matter of witness evidence — and the covenant researcher must understand 
what each tradition says before drawing conclusions. 
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Period Masoretic Text 
(MT) Septuagint (LXX) Samaritan 

Pentateuch (SP) 

Adam to Flood 1,656 years 2,242 years 1,307 years 

Flood to Abraham 292 years 1,172 years 942 years 

Adam to Abraham 1,948 years 3,414 years 2,249 years 

Creation date 
(approx.) 

~3760 BCE ~5554 BCE ~4243 BCE 

Years since creation 
(2026 CE) 

~5,786 years ~7,580 years ~6,269 years 

 

The Hebrew Masoretic Text (MT) — the authoritative Tanakh text — is the standard of Miqdash Bethel 
Covenant Institution. The MT yields 1,656 years from Adam to the Flood, and 292 years (or 352) from the 
Flood to Avraham. From Avraham's birth to the present year (2026 CE) is approximately 3,838 years using 
conventional chronology. Total from creation to today: approximately 5,786 years — which is precisely what 
the Hebrew calendar calls this year: Anno Mundi 5786. 

 

The Anno Mundi Calculation — Year AM 5786 (2026 CE) 

 

The Hebrew calendar is itself a testimony to the covenant genealogical record. Rabbi Yose ben Halafta 
compiled the Seder Olam Rabbah (c. 160 CE) — a systematic chronology from Creation through the 
Tanakh that forms the basis of the rabbinic calendar. Hillel II codified the calendar system in the 4th century 
CE.  The Hebrew year 5786 (AM = Anno Mundi, 'in the year of the world') began at sunset on 
September 22, 2025 CE and runs through September 2026.  Today, June 4, 2026, is the Hebrew date 7 Sivan 
5786 — approximately 5,786 years since the creation as reckoned from the Masoretic Text through the Seder 
Olam Rabbah. 

 

Covenant Milestone Summary — Creation to the Present 

 

Event 
Anno 
Mund

i 

Approx. 
BCE/CE 

Tanakh Reference / 
Notes 

Creation (Bereishit 
1:1) 

AM 1 
~3760 BCE 
(MT/Heb. 

Cal.) 
4004 BCE (Ussher) 

Adam and Chavvah 
created 

AM 1 ~3760 BCE 
Foundation of all human 
toledot 
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The Flood (Noach's 
600th year) 

AM 
1656 

~2104 BCE 
(MT) 

Bereishit 7:6,11 

Tower of Bavel / 
Dispersal 

AM 
~1757 

~2003 BCE Bereishit 11:1-9; Peleg's day 

Birth of Avraham 
(Abraham) 

AM 
1948 

~1812 BCE Bereishit 11:26 

Covenant of Pieces 
(Brit bein 
HaBetarim) 

AM 
~2023 

~1737 BCE Bereishit 15 

Birth of Yitzchak 
(Isaac) 

AM 
2048 

~1712 BCE Bereishit 21 

Birth of Ya'akov 
(Jacob) 

AM 
2108 

~1652 BCE Bereishit 25:26 

Israel enters Egypt 
(70 souls) 

AM 
2238 

~1522 BCE Bereishit 46; Shemot 1 

The Exodus 
(Yetziat Mitzrayim) 

AM 
2448 

~1312 BCE Shemot 12; Melachim I 6:1 

Covenant at Sinai 
AM 
2448 

~1312 BCE Shemot 19-24 

Entry into Kena'an 
under Yehoshua 

AM 
2488 

~1272 BCE Yehoshua 1 

Era of the Shoftim 
(Judges) 

AM 
2488-2

884 

~1272-876 
BCE 

Sefer Shoftim 

Birth of David ben 
Yishai 

AM 
~2854 

~906 BCE Rut 4:17-22; Shmuel I 

Reign of Shlomo; 
First Temple built 

AM 
2928 

~832 BCE Melachim I 6:1 

Division of 
Kingdom 
(Israel/Judah) 

AM 
2964 

~796 BCE Melachim I 12 

Fall of Northern 
Israel to Assyria 

AM 
3205 

~555 BCE Melachim II 17 

Destruction of 
First Temple; 
Babylon 

AM 
3338 

~422 BCE 
(Heb. trad.) 

Melachim II 25; 
Yirmeyahu 52 
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Return from 
Babylon — 
Zerubbabel 

AM 
3390 

~370 BCE 
(Heb. trad.) 

Ezra 1; Divrei HaYamim 
II 36 

Second Temple 
completed 

AM 
3408 

~352 BCE 
(Heb. trad.) 

Ezra 6 

Ezra's return; 
covenant renewal 

AM 
3413 

~347 BCE 
(Heb. trad.) 

Ezra 7-10; Nehemiah 8-10 

Rededication of 
Second Temple 
(Hanukkah) 

AM 
3596 

~164 BCE 
End of MT chronological 
system 

Today — June 4, 
2026 CE 

AM 
5786 

2026 CE 
Hebrew Year 5786 — 5,786 
years from creation 
(rabbinic calendar) 

 

Important note on the Seder Olam: Scholars note that the rabbinic calendar omits approximately 165–168 
years from the Persian period (appearing to contract the Persian empire's duration), which creates a known 
gap between the MT genealogical calculation and secular archaeology. This does not discredit the covenant 
integrity of the genealogical record — it reflects the theological intent of the Seder Olam as a covenant 
chronological framework, not a calendar synchronized to pagan historical records. The Masoretic Text 
genealogical numbers themselves are internally consistent and represent the covenant witness standard of 
Miqdash Bethel. 

 

VI. WHY YAHWEH RECORDED THE GENERATIONS — THE COVENANT 
REASON 

 

This is the central question of the study. Yahweh did not record the generations because He had nothing else 
to say. Every toledot entry — every name, every age, every "and he died" — serves a living covenant purpose. 
The following are the foundational reasons, drawn from the Tanakh itself. 

 

1. To Establish Covenant Identity — Who Belongs to Whom 

 

Covenant law in the Tanakh is inseparable from family identity. The 12 tribes of Israel are not administrative 
districts — they are blood covenant families descended from Ya'akov's 12 sons. Land inheritance (Bemidbar 
26), priestly service (Bemidbar 3), royal succession, and covenant participation in the assembly of Israel all 
require genealogical identification. Without the recorded generations, there is no legitimate claim to any 
covenant inheritance. 
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2. To Preserve the Covenant Line — The Seed Promise 

 

From Bereishit 3:15 forward, Yahweh promised a zera' (זֶרַע, seed/offspring) through whom the covenant 
purposes would unfold. The entire genealogical record is the tracking of this seed: from Adam's son Shet (not 
Kayin), through Noach, through Shem, through Avraham and Yitzchak and Ya'akov, through the tribe of 
Yehudah, through Peretz, through the house of David. The toledot records are the chain of custody for the 
covenant promise.  Every genealogy in the Tanakh narrows the field — who is inside the covenant line, and 
who is not (Esav, Yishmael, the Keturah sons) — while honoring those outside the line as legitimate nations 
with their own identities. 

 

3. To Establish the Evidentiary Standard — Devarim 19:15 

 

Yahweh's court requires witnesses. Devarim (Deuteronomy) 19:15 — the foundational evidentiary rule of 
Miqdash Bethel — states: "Lo yakum ed echad b'ish l'khol avon ul'khol chatat — al pi shnei edim o al 
pi shloshah edim yakum davar."  ("A single witness shall not prevail against a person for any crime or any 
wrong...a matter shall be established on the evidence of two or three witnesses.")  The genealogical records 
function as covenant legal documents — evidentiary chains. In Yehoshua 7:16-18, Achan is identified legally 
by tribe → clan → family → individual. In Ezra 2 and Nehemiah 7, those returning from Babylon who could 
not produce their genealogical record were excluded from the priestly service until their lineage could be 
established (Ezra 2:62-63). The genealogy is not decoration — it is covenant legal standing. 

 

4. To Count the Nations — 70 and the Covenant Boundary 

 

Bereishit 10 — the Table of Nations — lists 70 nations descended from Noach's three sons. Bereishit 46:27 
records that 70 souls of Ya'akov's house entered Egypt. Devarim 32:8 connects these two 70s: "When Elyon 
divided the nations, when He separated the sons of man, He fixed the borders of the peoples 
according to the number of the sons of Israel."  The 70 nations correspond to the 70 souls of Israel. This is 
covenant cosmology — the structure of the nations is indexed to the covenant family. The genealogical 
records are therefore not just family history; they are the architectural framework of the entire 
human order as Yahweh designed it. 

 

5. To Measure Time as Covenant History — Not Secular Chronology 

 

The Tanakh's chronological system — years of lifespans, ages at paternity, reigns of kings — does not function 
as a modern historical timeline. Scholars correctly note that the Tanakh's chronology was theological in intent 
— but this does not mean it is false. It means it is purposive: time is organized to reveal covenant patterns. The 
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MT chronology places the First Temple completion at exactly 3,000 years from Creation. The rededication of 
the Second Temple falls at 4,000 years (Hanukkah, 164 BCE). These are not coincidences — they are the 
structure of Yahweh's covenant architecture embedded in historical time. The Tanakh records the 
generations because covenant time is different from secular time — it is purposive, patterned, and 
prophetic. 

 

6. To Demonstrate That Yahweh Remembers — The Covenant Witness 

 

The repetition of the phrase "and he died" in Bereishit 5 — echoing through 10 generations — is the toll of 
the death that entered through Bereishit 3. But embedded within this death record is a counter-witness: 
Chanoch did not die.  And at the end of the death-roll: Noach — who found grace in Yahweh's eyes 
(Bereishit 6:8). The genealogy is not merely history — it is a covenant declaration that Yahweh records the 
faithful. He does not forget a single generation. As Tehillim (Psalms) 87:6 declares: "Yahweh will record in 
the register of the peoples: This one was born there."  The nations have genealogies. The covenant people 
have a covenant genealogy. And Yahweh is the Keeper of both. 

 

VII. THE THREE-RELIGION WITNESS — JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY, 
ISLAM 

 

Judaism 

 

For Judaism, the toledot records are the legal and spiritual spine of identity. The Seder Olam Rabbah (Rabbi 
Yose ben Halafta, c. 160 CE) is the most systematic ancient engagement with the genealogical chronology — 
organizing the Tanakh from Creation through the end of the Persian period. The Hebrew calendar itself — 
Year AM 5786 — is Judaism's living acknowledgment that the recorded generations matter enough to count 
from. Yahweh's covenant with Avraham, Yitzchak, and Ya'akov is inseparable from the genealogical record: "I 
am Yahweh the Elohim of Avraham your father, and the Elohim of Yitzchak" (Bereishit 28:13). The 
covenant is named by genealogy. 

 

Christianity 

 

Christianity inherited the genealogical records through the Tanakh and extended them in its own witness texts 
(Matthew 1, Luke 3 — both of which trace lineage to Adam and to David). The importance of the Davidic 
genealogy for Christian covenant claims underscores that even within Christianity's own framework, lineage 
matters.  The debate between the Masoretic Text and Septuagint chronologies directly affects Christian 
chronological claims — with most Western Christianity following the MT (shorter chronology) and Eastern 
Christianity following the LXX (longer chronology). The covenant point for this study: regardless of which 
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text tradition one follows, both traditions agree that Yahweh recorded the generations intentionally 
and that they are covenantally significant. 

 

Islam 

 

The Quran explicitly honors the patriarchal genealogy, affirming Adam, Nuh (Noah), Ibrahim (Abraham), 
Isma'il (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Ya'qub (Jacob), and Yusuf (Joseph) as prophets within a single unbroken 
prophetic family line. Surah Al-An'am (6:84-86) traces this prophetic genealogy through nine figures — a 
direct parallel to the Tanakh toledot system. Islam's acknowledgment that these figures are biologically 
connected — a genealogical chain — is itself a witness that the recorded generations of the Tanakh carry 
authority. The Tanakh precedes and grounds both subsequent traditions. Yahweh's covenant families are the 
root of all three. 

 

VIII. SUMMARY — THE ANSWER TO 'HOW LONG?' 

 

From the Creation to today, June 4, 2026 CE: 

 

By the Masoretic Text / Hebrew Calendar (AM 5786):  approximately 5,786 years. 

By the Septuagint chronology:  approximately 7,580 years. 

By the Samaritan Pentateuch:  approximately 6,269 years. 

 

Miqdash Bethel Covenant Institution operates from the Masoretic Text as the authoritative Tanakh 
document.  By that standard, the world stands in AM 5786 — 5,786 years from the creation of Adam to 
this present day. In that span, Yahweh has recorded every generation of His covenant people. He has not 
missed a name. He has not lost a family. He has not forgotten his lineage. 

 

The reason Yahweh recorded the generations is the same reason He records them still: covenant faithfulness 
is demonstrated through time, measured through families, and witnessed through names.  The 
toledot system is not an ancient genealogical curiosity — it is the living architecture of Yahweh's covenant 
relationship with humanity. Every generation matters. Every name matters. Because He remembers. 
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