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DEVARIM (DEUTERONOMY) 19:15 — EVIDENTIARY STANDARD

"A single witness shall not testify against any person for any crime or for any wrong in
connection with any offense. Only on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a
charge be established.”

All conclusions in this document are established by a minimum of two independent witnesses drawn from
the Tanakh text, Hebrew lexicography, and corroborated historical record.

DISCLAIMER: Migdash Bethel Covenant Institution is NOT associated with, nor affiliated with, the House of Yahweb out of
Clyde/Abilene, Texas, or any of its subsidiaries, branches, or publications.

INTRODUCTION — THE HERMENEUTICAL FRAMEWORK

The Tanakh does not sanitize its own history. That is one of the most powerful arguments for its
authenticity as the revelation of Yahweh (71177%). Unlike religious mythologies that present idealized
heroes, the Tanakh documents patriarchs, kings, prophets, Levites, judges, and ordinary Israelites
committing some of the darkest sexual sins in the record of humanity — adultery, rape, incest,
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prostitution, and mass fornication. Young people who open the Tanakh expecting a collection of moral
fairy tales will be confronted immediately with a document that does not flinch from the darkest
dimensions of human sexual behavior.

This companion document addresses every major Tanakh narrative involving sexual immorality — along
with a common challenge from those who use these narratives to argue that the Tanakh contradicts its
own covenant sexual standard. It establishes two foundational hermeneutical principles that govern every
answer:

¢ Principle 1: Descriptive # Prescriptive. A Tanakh narrative records what happened. A Tanakh
mitzvah (commandment) establishes what Yahweh commands. The Tanakh records David
murdering Uriyah — this does not make murder a covenant option. It records Lot's daughters
committing incest — this does not exempt incest from the Vayikra 18 prohibition. What a Tanakh
character did and what Yahweh commands are two separate categories. The patriarchal narratives
largely predate the full Sinai revelation — they describe human behavior in a pre-codified moral
environment. The Sinai mitzvot clarify, codify, and correct.

* Principle 2: The Tanakh's own verdict is always recorded. In every major sexual immorality
narrative, Yahweh provides His covenant response within the text itselt — through prophetic
confrontation, through consequences, through explicit condemnation, or through the narrator's
own framing. The Tanakh never presents sexual immorality as consequence-free. The covenant
verdict is always embedded in the narrative.

PART I — THE "PORNEIA” QUESTION: HEBREW AUTHORITY
OVER GREEK

A common approach in religious discussion uses the Greek word porneia (wopveiet) — drawn from the
New Testament — as the primary framework for defining sexual immorality. This document, grounded in
the Tanakh as sole doctrinal authority, must address this framework precisely.

The Greek term porneia is not the authoritative source. It is a derived term. The Apostolic
writings were composed in first-century Koine Greek by authors operating within a Hellenistic cultural
context that did not share the full Torah framework of the Tanakh. The Greek word porneia derives
from the root porné (a prostitute, from pernémi — to sell) and became a broad umbrella term covering
sexual immorality in general. While it reflects much of the Torah's sexual covenant framework, the
Hellenistic cultural overlay means it must always be tested against the Hebrew source — not accepted as
the primary definitional authority.

The Hebrew source vocabulary is the authority:

HEBREW TERM MEANING AND TANAKH AUTHORITY

zanah (;131) H2181 To play the harlot, to fornicate. The primary Hebrew root for sexual
immorality outside covenant marriage. Used over 60 times in the
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Tanakh — far more frequently than any Greek equivalent. This is
Yahweh's own vocabulary for the violation.

zenut (N117) H2184 Fornication, sexual immorality — the noun form of zanah. The

Tanakh's systematic category term for all non-covenant sexual activity.

na'af (A81) H5003 To commit adultery. The specific root of the Seventh Commandment
(Shemot 20:14). Refers to sexual intercourse that violates an existing

covenant marriage bond.

zimmah (7a1) H2154 Lewdness, depravity, a devious sexual plan. Used in Vayikra 18:17;
19:29; 20:14. Carries a sense of calculated sexual wickedness.

tevel (92n) H8397 Perversion — used specifically for bestiality in Vayikra 18:23; 20:12.
From the root meaning to confuse or mix what is designed to be
separate.

to'evah (72yin) H8441 Abomination — used in Vayikra 18:22 for male homosexual

intercourse; and broadly for covenant violations that fundamentally
invert Yahweh's design.

niv'lah (7%21) H5039 Folly, outrage, disgrace. Used in Devarim 22:21 for pre-marital
fornication. Indicates a breach so severe it constitutes communal
covenant shame.

The Greek porneia actually reflects the breadth of this Hebrew vocabulary — but the Hebrew
terms, rooted in the Sinai covenant, are the authority. When Christian tradition uses porneia to
define sexual immorality, it is drawing (often imprecisely) from the Torah framework that was already
tully documented in Hebrew centuries before. The Tanakh's sexual covenant law is comprehensive,
detailed, and explicit — it requires no Greek intermediary to be understood.

Vayikra (Leviticus) 18:24—25 — "Do not make yourselves unclean by any of these
things, for by all these the nations I am driving out before you have become
unclean... and the land became unclean, so that I punished its iniquity.”

Yahweh's covenant sexual standard was not invented by the Apostolic writers in Greek. It was established
in Hebrew at Sinai, documented in Vayikra 18 and Devarim 22-23, warned against in Mishlei 5-7, and
illustrated — positively and negatively — throughout the full Tanakh narrative record.

PART Il — THE TANAKH’'S DIFFICULT NARRATIVES: A
COVENANT ANALYSIS

The following narratives are examined in canonical order. Each is given: (1) the narrative summary, (2) the
Hebrew covenant category of the act, (3) Yahweh's own response within the text, and (4) the covenant
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lesson for young people today. These are not sanitized. The Torah does not sanitize them. They are
presented with the same unflinching honesty the Tanakh itself employs.

1. LOT AND HIS DAUGHTERS — BEREISHIT (GENESIS) 19:30-38

The Narrative: After the destruction of Sodom and the death of his wife, Lot and his two daughters fled
to a cave in the hills above Tzoar. The daughters, believing the destruction of Sodom meant no men
remained on earth, devised a plan: they made their father drunk on successive nights and lay with him. He
did not know when they lay down or arose. The firstborn conceived and bore Moab — father of the
Moabites. The younger conceived and bore Ben-Ammi — father of the Ammonites.

Bereishit (Genesis) 19:32 — "Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will
lie with bim, that we may preserve offspring from our father.”

HEBREW CATEGORY Incest — strictly prohibited in Vayikra (Leviticus) 18:6-18 under the arayot
(forbidden nakedness) framework. A father-daughter sexual relationship
falls under the most foundational level of the arayot prohibition.

YAHWEH'S RESPONSE IN No direct divine condemnation is recorded in the immediate narrative —
THE TEXT the text is starkly descriptive. However, the resultant nations (Moab and
Ammon) became two of Israel's most persistent adversaries throughout the
Tanakh. Devarim 23:3-4 explicitly excludes Moabites and Ammonites from
the covenant assembly to the tenth generation, citing the circumstances of
their origin.

THE DAUGHTERS' STATE | The text emphasizes their sincere (if mistaken) belief that no men remained.

OF MIND This is not endorsement — it is honest documentation of a desperate moral
failure made in ignorance. The act was still incest. The consequences still
played out in history.

COVENANT LESSON The descriptive record does not override the prescriptive Torah. Vayikra 18

prohibits every level of incest comprehensively. The Lot narrative witnesses
to what human beings do in the absence of covenant community, covenant
instruction, and covenant accountability — and it documents the
generational consequences.

2. SHECHEM AND DINAH — BEREISHIT (GENESIS) 34

The Narrative: Dinah, daughter of Leah and Ya'akov (Jacob), went out to visit the women of the land.
Shechem ben Chamor, the prince of the land, saw her, seized her, and lay with her — the text uses the
term va 'ye’anebab (773°)) — H6031 — "he humbled/afflicted her” — which consistently in the Tanakh
indicates sexual coercion or assault. After the act, Shechem loved Dinah and wanted to marry her.
Ya'akov's sons responded with deception — they required all the men of Shechem to be circumcised, then
Shimeon and Levi killed every male while they were incapacitated.

Bereishit (Genesis) 34:2 — "And when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the
prince of the land, saw her, be seized her and lay with her and humiliated her.”
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HEBREW CATEGORY Rape/sexual coercion — va'ye'anehah (H6031). The same root is used in
Shmuel Bet 13:12,14,22,32 for Amnon's rape of Tamar; in Devarim
22:24,29 for sexual coercion of a betrothed woman. The Tanakh does not
call this fornication — it calls it afliction/humiliation.

YAHWEH'S RESPONSE Ya'akov rebuked Shimeon and Levi for the disproportionate response
(killing all the men) — not for avenging Dinah. The text shows the
violation of Dinah was taken seriously by her brothers, even if the method

of response was excessive. Ya'akov later cursed the violent response of
Shimeon and Levi in his deathbed blessing (Bereishit 49:5-7).

THE VICTIM Dinah is never condemned. The text does not assign her blame for "going
out” — it assigns the act entirely to Shechem. Yahweh's covenant law is

consistent: the victim of sexual coercion bears no covenant guilt (Devarim

22:25-27).

COVENANT LESSON Shechem's desire, however sincere after the fact, did not transform an act of
sexual coercion into a covenant union. The Torah's standard in Devarim 22
makes clear: a man who takes a woman by force has committed a capital
offense regardless of his subsequent feelings. Sexual desire, even when it
becomes emotional attachment, never retroactively justifies violation of

another person's body.

3. REUVEN AND BILHAH — BEREISHIT (GENESIS) 35:22

The Narrative: In a single stark sentence, the Tanakh records: "And it came to pass, while Israel dwelt in
that land, that Reuven went and lay with Bilhah his father's concubine, and Israel heard of it."” No further

comment is given in chapter 35. But the consequences are documented later.

Bereishit (Genesis) 35:22 — "Reuben went and lay with Bilbab bis father's
concubine. And Israel heard of it.”

Bereishit (Genesis) 49:3—4 — "Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, and the
[firstfraits of my strength... unstable as water, you shall not have preeminence,
because you went up to your father's bed; then you defiled it.”

HEBREW CATEGORY Incest — specifically, lying with a father's concubine, prohibited in Vayikra
18:8: "You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's wife."
Additionally a violation of the pilegesh (concubine) covenant bond of
Ya'akov's household.

YAHWEH'S RESPONSE Ya'akov says nothing immediately — but on his deathbed, he strips Reuven
of the firstborn birthright. Divrei HaYamim Aleph (1 Chronicles) 5:1
explicitly states: "the birthright was given to the sons of Yosef the son of
Israel, because [Reuven] defiled his father's couch.” The covenant
consequence was permanent and generational — the tribe of Reuven never

produced a judge, a king, or a major prophet in Israel's history.
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COVENANT LESSON The act was brief. The narrative record of it is brief. But the consequence
lasted for the entire national history of the tribe of Reuven. Covenant
sexual violations do not expire. Their weight in Yahweh's covenant
accounting is not proportional to the time the act took. This is among the
most sobering lessons in all of Bereishit for young people: a single act of
covenant sexual violation can permanently reorder one's life
trajectory.

4. YEHUDAH AND TAMAR — BEREISHIT (GENESIS) 38

The Narrative: Tamar, widow of Yehudah's sons Er and Onan, had been denied her levirate right to
Yehudah's third son Shelah. After Yehudah's own wife died, Tamar disguised herself with a veil and sat at
the gate of Enaim. Yehudah, thinking she was a gedeshabh (cult prostitute), negotiated a price, gave her his
signet, cord, and staff as pledge, and lay with her. She conceived twins — Perez and Zerah. When Yehudah
later condemned her for harlotry upon discovering her pregnancy, she produced his pledge items. His
response is the covenant pivot of the entire account.

Bereishit (Genesis) 38:26 — "She is move righteous than I, since I did not give her to
Shelab my son. And he did not know her again.”

HEBREW CATEGORY Yehudah's act: zanah (H2181) — he sought what he believed was a
qedeshah (cult prostitute). Tamar's act: operating within the levirate
covenant framework (yibbum) which Yehudah had unlawfully denied her.
These are two different covenant categories.

LEVIRATE CONTEXT Tamar had a covenant right to Shelah. Yehudah withheld it — a covenant
breach. Tamar's action was a legally desperate assertion of her levirate
covenant claim. She was not engaging in casual zanah — she was enforcing
a covenant obligation Yehudah had abandoned. This is why Yehudah's
verdict was tzadkah mimeni — "she is more righteous than I."

YAHWEH'S RESPONSE No direct divine condemnation of either party is recorded — but the
narrative's moral structure is clear: (1) Yehudah sought a prostitute — a
covenant breach. (2) He acknowledged his own greater wrongdoing. (3) He
did not repeat the act ("he did not know her again"). (4) The covenant
purposes of Yahweh moved through the situation sovereignly — Perez
enters the messianic lineage — but this is Yahweh's sovereignty, not
endorsement of the method.

COVENANT LESSON Yahweh's sovereignty working through human failure is not Yahweh
endorsing the failure. Yehudah's intent to engage with a prostitute was a
covenant breach from the moment he approached the veiled woman. The
fact that Yahweh used the situation does not retroactively justify the act.
The Sinai revelation in Devarim 23:17 later established in writing what this
narrative shows in practice: prostitution is forbidden in Israel — from both

the provider and the client.
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5. YOSEF AND POTIPHAR'S WIFE — BEREISHIT (GENESIS) 39 [POSITIVE
COVENANT EXAMPLE]

The Narrative: Yosef (Joseph), enslaved in Egypt, rose to authority in the house of Potiphar, captain of
Pharaoh's guard. Potiphar's wife repeatedly solicited Yosef sexually. He refused — not merely on practical
grounds but on explicit covenant grounds. When she seized his garment, he fled, leaving it in her hands.
She used it to falsely accuse him of attempted rape, and he was imprisoned. He maintained his integrity at
the cost of his freedom.

Bereishit (Genesis) 39:9 — "He has put everything he owns in my band, and he bas
not withheld anything from me except you, because you are his wife. How then can I
do this great wickedness and sin against Elobim?”

HEBREW CATEGORY Temptation to na'af (adultery) — Potiphar’s wife was a married woman.
Yosef identified the act in advance as: (1) a breach of his master's trust, (2) a
breach of covenant — "sin against Elohim."

YAHWEH'S RESPONSE Yahweh was with Yosef in prison (Bereishit 39:21) — the covenant
faithfulness of Yosef in the face of sexual temptation was rewarded with
continued covenant presence and eventual elevation to second-in-Egypt.
The narrative arc of Bereishit demonstrates that sexual covenant integrity
under pressure is not merely a rule — it is a pathway through which Yahweh
moves His covenant people toward their destiny.

COVENANT LESSON This is the Tanakh's most explicit positive example for young people. Yosef
faced: repeated invitation, physical proximity, power differential (she had
the ability to destroy him — and did). He refused on covenant grounds —
not because the temptation wasn't real, not because the consequences of
refusal weren't severe, but because the act itself was wrong before Yahweh.
He paid a short-term price. He received a covenant-level reward. The
Tanakh presents Yosef's sexual covenant integrity as a direct component of
his fitness for the destiny Yahweh had assigned him.

6. THE DAUGHTERS OF MOAV AND BAAL-PEOR — BEMIDBAR
(NUMBERS) 25

The Narrative: While Isracl camped at Shittim, Israelite men began committing harlotry with the
daughters of Moav. The Moabite women invited them to the sacrifices of their gods — they ate and bowed
before them. Yahweh's anger burned against Israel. He commanded the judges to hang the chiefs. Then
Zimri ben Salu, a Simeonite prince, brought a Midianite woman, Kozbi bat Tzur, publicly into the camp
in full view of the weeping congregation and Moshe. Pinchas ben Elazar, grandson of Aharon, took a
spear, followed them into the tent, and drove it through both of them. The plague that had already killed
24,000 people stopped.

Bemidbar (Numbers) 25:1—3 — "Israel began to play the bharlot with the daughters
of Moab. These invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate
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and bowed down to their gods. So Israel yoked himself to Baal of Peor. And the anger
of Yahwebh was kindled against Israel.”

Bemidbar (Numbers) 25:11 — "Phinebas the son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest,
has turned back my wrath from the people of Israel, in that he was jealous with my
jealousy among them, so that I did not consume the people of Israel in my jealousy.”

HEBREW CATEGORY Mass zanah (H2181) — the text uses the standard term for harlotry. The act
was compounded by idolatry — sexual immorality and covenant theological
unfaithfulness are explicitly linked. This is the pattern the Nevi'im
(prophets) return to repeatedly.

THE SEVERITY OF THE 24,000 dead in a plague before Pinchas's covenant action stopped it. This is
CONSEQUENCE among the highest single-event death tolls in the entire Tanakh resulting
directly from sexual covenant breach. Yahweh's response was not rhetorical
— it was immediate and catastrophic.

YAHWEH'S RESPONSE Yahweh commanded the hanging of the leaders (Bemidbar 25:4). He
rewarded Pinchas with a covenant of everlasting priesthood (25:12-13). The
act of Zimri — brazen public covenant sexual violation — required a brazen
covenant response. Yahweh named Pinchas’s action as zeal (kina'ah —
H7068) for His covenant honor.

THE SEXUAL-IDOLATRY Bemidbar 25 is the clearest single example in the Torah of the connection
LINK between sexual immorality and theological covenant breach. The women
did not merely offer sexual access — they invited the men into the religious
system of Baal. Yahweh's consistent prophetic witness throughout the
Tanakh uses zanah as a metaphor for spiritual unfaithfulness to the
covenant precisely because the two are structurally identical: both involve
giving what belongs exclusively to Yahweh to a foreign power.

COVENANT LESSON Mass cultural adoption of sexual immorality has mass covenantal
consequences. The Baal-Peor incident is the Tanakh's clearest
documentation that when sexual covenant breakdown becomes normalized
within a community, Yahweh's response is not gradual decline but
catastrophic intervention. The CDC data in Doc 69 is a modern-scale
Baal-Peor consequence pattern.

7. SHIMSHON AND THE PROSTITUTE; SHIMSHON AND DELILAH —
SHOFTIM (JUDGES) 16

The Narrative: Shimshon (Samson), the Nazirite judge of Israel, went to Gaza and saw a prostitute
(zomab — H2181) and went in to her (Shoftim 16:1). Later he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek
named Delilah. The Philistine lords paid Delilah to discover the source of his strength. After repeated
deception attempts, Shimshon told her his Nazirite vow — his uncut hair. She cut it while he slept, his
strength left him. He was seized, his eyes were gouged out, he was bound with bronze shackles, and put to
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grinding in the prison. At the feast of Dagon, Shimshon prayed to Yahweh for strength one last time,

pushed the pillars of the temple, and died killing more Philistines in his death than in his life.

be went in to ber.”

Shoftim (Judges) 16:1 — "Samson went to Gaza, and there be saw a prostitute, and

Shoftim (Judges) 16:20 — "And she said, "The Philistines are upon you, Samson!’
And he awoke from bis sleep and said, 'I will go out as at other times and shake
myself free.” But be did not know that Yahweh had left him.”

HEBREW CATEGORY

(1) Zonah/zanah — visiting a prostitute. (2) An ongoing entangling
relationship with a foreign woman (Delilah) outside covenant marriage.
This was Shimshon's consistent pattern — his earlier Philistine wife, the
Gaza prostitute, Delilah.

THE NAZIRITE CONTEXT

Shimshon operated under a Nazirite vow (Bemidbar 6) — a specific
covenant consecration to Yahweh. His repeated sexual covenant violations
outside Israel were not merely personal failings — they were violations of
his specific covenant dedication to Yahweh. The hair was the sign; the sexual
compromises were the erosion of the covenant foundation beneath the sign.

YAHWEH'S RESPONSE

The text's verdict is devastating in its restraint: "he did not know that
Yahweh had left him." The most terrifying consequence in the Tanakh is
not external punishment but the withdrawal of Yahweh's covenant presence
— so gradually that the person does not notice until the moment of crisis.
Shimshon's end was redemptive (Yahweh restored his strength at the end for
one final covenant purpose) — but his life was characterized by preventable
destruction rooted in sexual covenant compromise.

COVENANT LESSON

Spiritual anointing and sexual covenant faithfulness are linked in Yahweh's
design. Shimshon had enormous covenant gifts — supernatural strength,
covenant calling as a judge of Israel. His gifts were systematically eroded not
by external military defeat but by his own repeated sexual covenant
violations. He is the Tanakh's clearest example of a person with covenant
gifts who could not sustain them because he would not maintain covenant
sexual discipline. The enemy entered through the door he kept opening.

8. THE LEVITE AND HIS CONCUBINE — SHOFTIM (JUDGES) 19

The Narrative: A Levite from the hill country of Ephraim had a pilegesh (concubine — H6370) from

Bethlehem in Judah. She committed harlotry (za@nah) against him and returned to her father's house. The

Levite went to retrieve her after four months. Traveling home, they stopped overnight in Gibeah of

Benjamin. The men of Gibeah surrounded the house at night demanding the Levite be brought out for

sexual violence. The host offered his own virgin daughter instead. The Levite thrust his concubine

outside. The men of Gibeah raped and abused her through the night. She was found dead at the doorstep

in the morning with her hands on the threshold. The Levite cut her body into twelve pieces and sent them
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throughout all Israel. All Israel came out as one man — and the resulting civil war against Benjamin nearly
wiped out the entire tribe.

Shoftim (Judges) 19:25 — "But the men would not listen to him. So the man seized
bis concubine and made her go out to them. And they knew her and abused her all
night until the morning. And as the dawn began to break, they let her go.”

Shoftim (Judges) 21:25 — "In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did
what was right in bis own eyes.”

HEBREW CATEGORY Multiple: (1) The concubine’s zanah (harlotry) against the Levite. (2)
Attempted gang rape of the Levite (to'evah — abomination). (3) Actual
gang rape and murder of the concubine. (4) The Levite's abandonment of
his concubine to the mob — a covenant failure of protection. (5) Israel's
subsequent mass atrocity against Benjamin including the seizure of wives

from Shiloh.

YAHWEH'S RESPONSE Yahweh directs the military response against Gibeah and Benjamin
(Shoftim 20:18,23,28) — the covenant sexual violence was judged.
However the full narrative of Shoftim 19-21 is deliberately presented as a
descent-into-chaos sequence. The narrator’s closing verdict (21:25 —
"everyone did what was right in his own eyes”) is the Tanakh's own covenant
diagnosis of how a society reaches the point of Judges 19.

THE PARALLEL WITH Shoftim 19 is structurally identical to the Sodom narrative of Bereishit 19
BEREISHIT 19 — the same demand from a mob for sexual violence against a male guest,
the same offer of a daughter/concubine instead. The Tanakh's placement of
this narrative within Israel itself is deliberate: Gibeah of Benjamin had
become as Sodom. The covenant people, without Yahweh's instruction
governing their sexual behavior, had replicated the worst of the nations they
were meant to displace.

COVENANT LESSON Shoftim 19 is the Tanakh's answer to the argument that sexual immorality is
a victimless personal choice. When a covenant community systematically
abandons Yahweh's sexual covenant standard, the outcome documented in
Shoftim 19 is not an extreme hypothetical — it is the historical record.
Sexual immorality does not stay private. It metastasizes. It degrades
community. It destroys the weak. The narrator’s closing line — "everyone
did what was right in his own eyes" — is the Tanakh's definition of moral
anarchy. Sexual covenant anarchy is the seedbed from which the atrocities
of Shoftim 19 grow.

9. DAVID AND BAT-SHEVA — SHMUEL BET (2 SAMUEL) 11

The Narrative: In the spring season when kings go to war, David remained in Jerusalem. Walking on his
roof, he saw Bat-Sheva (Bathsheba), wife of Uriyah the Hittite, bathing. He sent for her, lay with her, and
she conceived. David then attempted to cover the act by recalling Uriyah from battle — hoping he would
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sleep with Bat-Sheva and believe the child was his. Uriyah refused to go to his wife while his fellow soldiers
were in the field. David made him drunk — still he refused. David then sent Uriyah back to the front with
a letter to Yoav: put Uriyah in the most dangerous position and withdraw so he is killed. Uriyah was killed.
David took Bat-Sheva as his wife. Yahweh sent the prophet Natan.

Shmuel Bet (2 Samuel) 11:27 — "But the thing that David had done was evil in the
eyes of Yahweh.”

Shmuel Bet (2 Samuel) 12:9 — "Why bave you despised the word of Yahweb, to do
what is evil in His sight? You bave struck down Uriab the Hittite with the sword and
have taken his wife to be your wife.”

Shmuel Bet (2 Samuel) 12:13—14 — "David said to Nathan, I bave sinned against
Yahweb.’ And Nathan said to David, 'Yahwebh also has put away your sin; you shall
not die. Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned Yahweb, the child
who is born to you shall die.”

HEBREW CATEGORY Na'af (H5003) — adultery. Retzach (H7523) — murder (the arranged
killing of Uriyah). Two of the most severe covenant violations in the
Tanakh, committed by the most celebrated covenant king in Israel's history.

YAHWEH'S RESPONSE Natan the prophet was sent with the parable of the ewe lamb (2 Sam
12:1-7). Yahweh's covenant charges through Natan: (1) You struck Uriyah
with the sword. (2) You took his wife. (3) You despised the word of Yahweh.
Consequences pronounced: (1) The sword shall never depart from your
house. (2) Your wives shall be taken and given to your neighbor publicly. (3)
The child shall die. All three consequences were fulfilled. Absalom's
rebellion, the concubine violation, the child's death — all documented in
subsequent chapters.

DAVID'S TESHUVAH Tehillim (Psalms) 51 is the covenant document of David's teshuvah —
written in response to this event. It is the Tanakh's most complete personal
account of what genuine covenant return looks like after sexual immorality.
It is not merely regret — it is a complete covenant reorientation ("Create in
me a clean heart, O Elohim" — Tehillim 51:10).

NO COVENANT David was the king anointed by Yahweh, the covenant warrior, the psalmist,
EXEMPTION FOR POWER | the man after Yahweh's own heart. He was not exempt from the covenant
sexual standard. Yahweh sent a prophet to confront him personally. The
consequences were immediate, severe, and generational. No position, no
anointing, no spiritual history, no covenant achievement exempts any
person from Yahweh's sexual covenant law. The Tanakh is explicit: what
David did was evil in the eyes of Yahweh.

COVENANT LESSON The David and Bat-Sheva narrative is the Tanakh's most powerful
testimony that sexual covenant violation does not remain contained. It
spread from a rooftop glance — to adultery — to deceit — to murder — to

generational family violence — to national instability. Each step was a
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consequence of the first covenant breach. Young people who believe sexual
immorality can be compartmentalized as a private matter have not read
Shmuel Bet 11-20.

10. AMNON AND TAMAR — SHMUEL BET (2 SAMUEL) 13

The Narrative: Amnon, David's firstborn son, became obsessed with his half-sister Tamar to the point of
physical illness. His cousin Yonadav devised a scheme: Amnon pretended to be sick and asked David to
send Tamar to prepare food for him. When she brought the food, he seized her. She begged him: "No, my
brother, do not violate me, for such a thing is not done in Israel — do not do this disgraceful thing. As for
me, where could I carry my shame? And as for you, you would be as one of the disgraceful fools in Israel.
Now therefore, please speak to the king, for he will not withhold me from you.” Amnon would not listen
and raped her. Immediately after, his obsession became violent hatred — "the hatred with which he hated
her was greater than the love with which he had loved her.” He threw her out. She tore her robe of many
colors and put ashes on her head and went away crying. She lived desolate in her brother Avshalom's
house. David heard and was furious but did not punish Amnon. Two years later, Avshalom killed
Amnon.

Shmuel Bet (2 Samuel) 13:12—13 — "No, my brother, do not violate me, for such a
thing is not done in Israel; do not do this outrageous thing. As for me, where could I
carry my shame? And as for you, you would be as one of the outrageous fools in
Isvael.”

Shmuel Bet (2 Samuel) 13:14 — "But he would not listen to her, and being stronger
than she, he violated her and lay with her.”

HEBREW CATEGORY Va'ye'anechah (H6031) — he violated/humiliated her. The same term used
for rape in Bereishit 34:2 (Shechem and Dinah). Also niv'lah (H5039) —
disgraceful folly — the same word used in Devarim 22:21. Tamar herself
names the act and its covenant category accurately in her appeal.

TAMAR'S COVENANT Tamar's response in v.12-13 is the most Torah-literate response to sexual
UNDERSTANDING coercion in the entire Tanakh. She names the act ("such a thing is not done
in Israel"), she names the consequence for her ("where could I carry my
shame"), she names the consequence for him ("one of the disgraceful
fools”), and she offers a covenant alternative ("speak to the king — he will
not withhold me from you"). She is not passive. She is covenant-aware. She
understands exactly what the act means covenantally for both parties.

DAVID'S FAILURE David heard and was furious — but did not punish Amnon, "because he
loved him, for he was his firstborn.” This is a catastrophic judicial failure.
Yahweh's Torah in Devarim 22 prescribes a capital consequence for rape.
David refused to apply it. The consequence: Avshalom took matters into
his own hands (murder of Amnon), fled, returned, and launched the

rebellion that nearly destroyed David's throne. David's sexual sin
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(Bat-Sheva) had now produced a son who raped his daughter, and a judicial
failure that produced a son who murdered his son and rebelled against his
kingdom. Covenant sexual violation echoes generationally.

COVENANT LESSON Three lessons embedded in this narrative: (1) No means no — Torah law
assigns zero guilt to the victim of rape and capital guilt to the perpetrator.
(2) Sexual desire that is refused and then acted upon by force is not love —
Amnon's hatred after the act confirms that his "love" was possession-drive,
not covenant affection. (3) A father's failure to apply Yahweh's covenant law
when his own child is the perpetrator does not protect the child — it
destroys both the household and the nation.

11. AVSHALOM AND DAVID’'S CONCUBINES — SHMUEL BET (2 SAMUEL)
16:20-22

The Narrative: During Avshalom's rebellion, his counselor Ahithophel advised him to lie with David's
concubines publicly on the roof — the same roof where David had seen Bat-Sheva — in the sight of all
Israel. This was a political-covenantal act: seizing the king's women was the ancient Near Eastern
declaration of total displacement of the former king's covenant authority. Avshalom did so.

Shmuel Bet (2 Samuel) 16:22 — "So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the roof. And
Absalom went in to his father's concubines in the sight of all Israel.”

Shmuel Bet (2 Samuel) 12:11—12 — "Thus says Yabweb: ‘Bebold, I will raise up evil
against you out of your own house. And I will take your wives before your eyes and
give them to your neighbor, and be shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun.
For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel and before the sun.””

HEBREW CATEGORY Incest (lying with father's wives — Vayikra 18:8) and a political act of sexual
domination — a form of the public violation the Tanakh classifies under
zimmah (H2154) — deliberate, calculated sexual wickedness.

YAHWEH'S RESPONSE This event was not random. Natan had pronounced it precisely — Shmuel
Bet 12:11-12. The public covenant sexual violation against David was the
covenant consequence of David's private covenant sexual violation against
Uriyah and Bat-Sheva. "You did it secretly — I will do it before all Israel and
before the sun." The geometry of Yahweh's covenant justice in this case is
exact: David's private roof sin produced a public roof punishment.

COVENANT LESSON Yahweh's covenant accounting is precise. The Tanakh is not presenting
random suffering — it is presenting measurable covenant consequence.
David's sexual sin was private. Its consequence was public humiliation of
the same category. This is not karma — it is the covenant structure of
Yahweh's justice, documented in advance by His prophet and fulfilled to
the letter.
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12. SHLOMO'’S FOREIGN WIVES — MELACHIM ALEPH (1 KINGS) 11

The Narrative: King Shlomo (Solomon) loved many foreign women — the daughter of Pharaoh, and
women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites. Yahweh had specifically
commanded in Devarim 7:3-4: "You shall not intermarry with them... for they will turn away your sons
from following Me." Shlomo had 700 wives of royal status and 300 concubines. His wives turned his heart
after their gods. He built high places for Chemosh, for Molek, and for the gods of all his foreign wives.
Yahweh appeared to Shlomo twice and had warned him. He was furious.

Melachim Aleph (1 Kings) 11:3—4 — "He had 700 wives of royal status and 300
concubines. And his wives turned away bis beart. For when Solomon was old his
wives turned away his heart after other gods, and his heart was not wholly true to
Yahweb bis Elobim, as was the heart of David bis father.”

Melachim Aleph (1 Kings) 11:9—-11 — "And Yabhweh was angry with Solomon,
because bis beart had turned away from Yahweb the Elohim of Israel... And Yahweh
said to Solomon, 'Since this has been your practice and you have not kept My
covenant and My statutes that I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom

n

from you and will give it to your servant.

HEBREW CATEGORY Violation of Devarim 17:17 (the king shall not multiply wives lest his heart
turn away); violation of Devarim 7:3-4 (intermarriage with the nations that
leads to idolatry). The covenant sexual compromise directly produced
covenant theological compromise — the two are inseparable in the Tanakh's
framework.

THE Shlomo's sexual covenant compromise and his theological compromise are
COVENANT-THEOLOGY not presented as separate issues in the text — they are presented as one
LINK continuous covenant breach. He married the women — the women
brought their gods — Shlomo followed their gods — Yahweh tore the
kingdom. The sexual covenant breach was the entry point for the
theological covenant breach. This is the same pattern documented in
Bemidbar 25 (Baal-Peor) and throughout the prophetic corpus.

THE CONSEQUENCE The kingdom was torn from Shlomo's dynasty — all except one tribe, for
David's sake (1 Kgs 11:12-13). The ten northern tribes went to Yarov'am.
The unified monarchy never existed again after Shlomo. The political
fracturing of Israel — which led to the Assyrian exile of the north and
eventually the Babylonian exile of the south — traces its covenant origin to

Shlomo's sexual covenant compromise with foreign wives.

COVENANT LESSON Shlomo is the Tanakh's demonstration that wisdom, covenant gifts, and
even direct encounters with Yahweh do not immunize a person against the
consequences of sexual covenant compromise if it is sustained over time. He
had been given the greatest wisdom in history. He received Yahweh's direct
appearances twice. He built the Temple. And he was broken covenantally

because he would not discipline his sexual life within Yahweh's covenant
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framework. If wisdom, anointing, and Temple-building do not exempt

Shlomo — nothing exempts anyone.

13. PROPHETS ACCUSED OF ADULTERY — YIRMEYAHU (JEREMIAH)
23:14; 29:23

The Narrative: The prophet Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) was given a word from Yahweh about the false
prophets of Jerusalem and of the exile in Babylon. Yahweh named specific sins of the prophets — and
adultery was explicitly among them, directly connected to their false prophecy.

Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 23:14 — "But in the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen a
horrible thing: they commit adultery and walk in lies; they strengthen the hands of
evildoers, so that no one turns from bis evil; all of them have become like Sodom to
me, and its inbabitants like Gomorrabh.”

Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 29:23 — "Because they have done an outrageous thing in
Israel, they have committed adultery with their neighbors’ wives, and they have
spoken in My name lying words that I did not command them.”

HEBREW CATEGORY Na'af (H5003) — adultery. Niv'lah (H5039) — outrageous folly. The same
vocabulary used throughout Devarim 22 for the most serious sexual

covenant violations.

THE Yahweh's indictment in Yirmeyahu 23:14 links the prophets' adultery
PROPHECY-SEXUALITY directly to their false prophecy and their strengthening of wickedness. This
LINK is not coincidental in the Tanakh's framework. A prophet who violates

Yahweh's covenant sexual standard is, by that act, demonstrating that his
primary covenant relationship with Yahweh is broken. From a broken
primary covenant relationship comes false secondary covenant witness —
false prophecy. The sexual covenant faithfulness of a teacher or leader is not
a private matter — it is a direct indicator of the integrity of their covenant
witness.

COMPARED TO SODOM Yahweh explicitly compared Jerusalem's prophets to Sodom and Gomorrah
AND GOMORRAH — the two cities destroyed in Bereishit 19 specifically for their sexual and
covenant violence. This is the strongest language of condemnation in the
Tanakh's prophetic vocabulary. The prophets of Jerusalem were not being
compared to ordinary sinners — they were being compared to the most
completely covenant-destroyed cities in the Tanakh's record.

COVENANT LESSON This passage is addressed specifically to religious leaders and teachers. Those
who teach the covenant while violating it privately are under the most
severe covenant indictment in the Tanakh. The passage also contains a
principle for young people evaluating whose covenant instruction they
receive: a teacher whose private sexual life is in violation of Yahweh's
covenant has already demonstrated that their covenant witness is broken.
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Covenant sexual integrity is not optional credentialing for covenant

teachers — it is a prerequisite.

PART III — THE PATTERN: WHAT EVERY NARRATIVE
CONFIRMS

When all thirteen narratives are examined together, a single consistent pattern emerges across

every book of the Tanakh:

PATTERN ELEMENT THE TANAKH’'S CONSISTENT WITNESS

Yahweh always responds In every narrative involving sexual covenant violation, Yahweh
responds — through prophetic confrontation (David/Natan),
through plague (Baal-Peor), through generational consequence
(Reuven), through civil war (Gibeah), through national division
(Shlomo). He is never silent and the violation is never without
consequence.

The act always spreads Not one of these narratives contains a sexual covenant violation that
remained private and consequence-free. Every act spread: David's
private sin produced Amnon's rape, Avshalom's murder, Avshalom's
rebellion, and the division of the kingdom. Shimshon's repeated
compromises produced his capture, blinding, and death. Shlomo's
wives produced the fracturing of the united monarchy. Sexual
covenant violations always metastasize.

The victim is always named The Tanakh names the victims: Dinah. Tamar (daughter of David).
The concubine of Gibeah. Bat-Sheva. Tamar (daughter-in-law of
Yehudah). The Tanakh does not erase victims. It bears witness for
them. Yahweh's covenant law consistently assigns zero guilt to the
victim of sexual coercion (Devarim 22:25-27).

Descriptive never becomes In every narrative, the narrator's framing and/or Yahweh's direct
prescriptive response makes the covenant verdict clear. The Tanakh never presents
sexual immorality as morally neutral, personally acceptable, or

culturally relative. Every narrative contains its own covenant verdict.

Teshuvah is always available Yehudah confessed (tzadkah mimeni). David confessed (chatati
I'Yahweh — I have sinned against Yahweh). Tehillim 51 is David's
complete teshuvah. Shimshon prayed in the end. The Tanakh
documents not only the violation but the path of return — available to
every person in every narrative who turns toward it.

The Torah's mitzvot are never The behavior of Yehudah, David, Shimshon, Shlomo, Lot, Reuven —
overturned none of it modifies the prescriptive Torah. Vayikra 18 stands. Devarim
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22 stands. Mishlei 5-7 stands. The Seventh Commandment stands.
The narratives document human failure against the standard — they
do not lower the standard.

PART IV — COVENANT VERDICT AND CALL

Every narrative in this document — from Bereishit to Yirmeyahu — witnesses to a single, consistent
covenant truth:

THE TANAKH’'S UNIFIED COVENANT VERDICT ON SEXUAL IMMORALITY

* Yahweh designed the sexual act as a covenant act — basar echad (one flesh) within the covenant of

marriage.

* Every narrative in this document where that design is violated documents consequences — in the body,
in the family, in the community, in the nation.

* No position, gift, anointing, wisdom, power, or covenant history exempts anyone from Yahweh's sexual
covenant standard. David, Shlomo, Shimshon, Reuven, the prophets of Jerusalem — none were exempt.
* The Tanakh's most difficult narratives do not contradict its covenant sexual law — they confirm it, by
documenting what happens when it is violated.

* The Greek term porneia reflects but does not replace the Hebrew covenant vocabulary: zanah, zenut,
na'af, zimmabh, to'evah, tevel, niv'lah. The Torah in Hebrew is the authority.

* Teshuvah — covenant return — is available in every narrative and in every life. David's Tehillim 51
stands as Yahweh's permanent testimony that genuine teshuvah is real and covenant restoration is
possible.

* The call to every young person is the same call the Tanakh places before every character in every
narrative: choose the covenant design Yahweh documented. Guard the basar echad for its covenant home.

Tebhillim (Psalms) 51:10 — "Create in me a clean beart, O Elobim, and renew a right
spirit within me.”
Yechezkel (Ezekiel) 18:30—31 — "Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest

iniquity be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have
committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit!”

SCRIPTURE INDEX

REFERENCE HEBREW BOOK NAME SUBJECT/NARRATIVE

19:30-38 Bereishit (Genesis) Lot and daughters — incest
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34:1-31 Bereishit (Genesis) Shechem and Dinah — rape/coercion

35:22;49:3-4 Bereishit (Genesis) Reuven and Bilhah — incest;
birthright consequence

38:1-30 Bereishit (Genesis) Yehudah and Tamar — zanah; levirate
covenant context

39:6-23 Bereishit (Genesis) Yosef and Potiphar's wife — covenant
integrity under pressure (positive)

25:1-13 Bemidbar (Numbers) Baal-Peor — mass zanah; 24,000 dead;
Pinchas's covenant zeal

16:1-31 Shoftim (Judges) Shimshon and prostitute; Shimshon
and Delilah — zanah; covenant
consequence

19:1-30 Shoftim (Judges) The Levite and his concubine — rape;
community collapse; covenant anarchy

21:25 Shoftim (Judges) "Everyone did what was right in his
own eyes" — the covenant diagnosis

11:1-27 Shmuel Bet (2 Samuel) David and Bat-Sheva — na'af and
retzach; generational consequence

12:1-23 Shmuel Bet (2 Samuel) Natan's confrontation of David;
teshuvah; consequences pronounced

13:1-22 Shmuel Bet (2 Samuel) Amnon and Tamar — rape; David's
judicial failure; Avshalom's revenge

16:20-22 Shmuel Bet (2 Samuel) Avshalom and David's concubines —
tulfillment of Nathan's prophecy

11:1-13 Melachim Aleph (1 Kings) Shlomo's foreign wives — sexual
compromise leading to theological
collapse

23:14 Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) Prophets accused of adultery —
sexual-theological integrity link

29:23 Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) Ahab and Zedekiah — adultery and
false prophecy named together

51:1-12 Tehillim (Psalms) David's teshuvah psalm — the
Tanakh's complete model of covenant
return after sexual sin

18:30-32 Yechezkel (Ezekiel) Teshuvah call — turn and live
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"Create in me a clean beart, O Elobim,

and renew a right spirit within me.”

— TEHILLIM (PSALMS) 51:10 —

Migdash Bethel Covenant Institution | Pearl River, Louisiana | May 2026
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