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“Choose wise and understanding men” 

— Deuteronomy 1:13 

This report is written for those who have trusted a spiritual leader with the most precious 
thing they possess: their soul. It is written by someone who was there. It is grounded in 
personal testimony, clinical science, and the ancient standard of Torah discernment. It is 
not written with bitterness. It is written with love for those still inside, and respect for 
those who escaped. 

This is not an attack on faith. It is a defense of it. The Tanakh commands: test every 
prophet by their fruit (Deuteronomy 13 and 18). What you hold in your hands is that test, 
applied. 

 
 

PART ONE: A Witness Account — What I Saw From 
the Inside 
The author of this report, Elder Kepha (Peter) Arcemont, served within the House of Yahweh in 
Abilene, Texas from 1987 to 2010 — twenty-three years. He served without salary. He served 
believing, with a sincere heart, that he was in covenant fellowship grounded in the Word of 
Yahweh. What he witnessed over those twenty-three years is the foundation of this document. 
 

Peace and Blessings — Elder Kepha (Peter) Arcemont  |  Miqdash Bethel  |  Pearl River, Louisiana 70452 



KNOW WHO YOU'RE FOLLOWING  |  Dangerous Personalities in Religious Leadership  |  Miqdash Bethel  |  
miqdashbethel@gmail.com 

This testimony is offered not to destroy faith, but to sharpen discernment. If one person reads 
these words and recognizes the pattern before it destroys their family, the testimony will have 
served its purpose. It is offered in the spirit of Ezekiel 3:17 — the watchman who sees danger 
and does not sound the alarm bears responsibility for what follows. 

 
 What I Personally Witnessed Under Yisrayl Hawkins 

The following is a summary of patterns the author observed firsthand during 23 years of service 
inside the House of Yahweh. These are not allegations — they are the record of a witness. 

 
I witnessed the progressive elimination of every voice that could challenge Yisrayl Hawkins. 
When I arrived in 1987, there were Elders and Judges whose role included accountability. By 
2010, all seven Male Judges were dead or expelled. Every Elder who raised a principled 
objection was eventually removed. What remained was a leadership structure with one voice: 
his. 
 
I witnessed the financial architecture of dependency. Members tithed approximately 30% of their 
gross income. Beyond that, we were encouraged to exchange cash for voucher coupons 
redeemable only at feasts — coupons that expired. Members who left did so with nothing. 
Hawkins died owning more than 200 properties and $5 million in assets. I served 23 years and 
received not a single penny of compensation. 
 
I witnessed the identity erasure. Over 250 members legally changed their surnames to 
'Hawkins.' Many members adopted Hebrew names, removing their birth names. The ritual of 
ear-piercing to a doorpost — a biblical symbol of permanent servitude — was performed literally, 
as a pledge of submission not to Yahweh, but to Yisrayl. Members were required to declare 
verbally that they wanted to be 'a slave of Yisrayl Hawkins.' 
 
I witnessed the escalating messianic claims. When I arrived, Hawkins claimed to be one of the 
Two Witnesses of Revelation 11th Chapter. Over time this became 'the second coming.' Then: 
'without sin.' Then: 'I will never die.' By the last years, his own 'Books of Yisrayl' were given 
equal or greater authority than the Book of Yahweh. Poster-sized photographs of his face 
adorned the front wall of the sanctuary. The congregation was required to stand when his sons 
entered a room. 
 
I witnessed the apocalyptic terror used as a retention tool. The predicted dates of nuclear 
destruction shifted repeatedly — 1990, 1993, 1996, 2003, then September 2006, then June 
2007, then June 2008, then 2016, then 2020. Each failure was reframed. Kenyan members built 
fallout shelters. Families stockpiled seven years of food. The compound was presented as the 
only place of survival on earth. People stayed because leaving you were considered an outcast 
and a fall away worthy of the 2nd death. 
 
I witnessed what happens to children. Children worked in the fields, construction, at the  
slaughterhouse, the printing shop, a cannery,  a farm, and other various fields of trades. We 
were all told they were learning and getting life skills. However, eventually  Play was  considered 
a waste of time. Outside education from public school was heavily frowned upon. Outside 
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medical care was a last resort. In 2003, a 7-year-old girl died when compound midwives 
performed unauthorized surgery on her infected leg rather than seek medical care. The mother 
pleaded guilty to criminal negligence. In 2006, my sister in law, Lisa Johnson bled to death after 
childbirth because her midwife was given instruction by Yisrayl Hawkins to not transport her to 
the hospital. They just prayed.  No one was thought to just disobey his order! 
 
I witnessed the sexual predation that was protected by institutional silence. Elder Yedidiyah 
Hawkins — the organization's No. 2 leader — sexually assaulted his own 14-year-old 
stepdaughter beginning when she was 8 years old. When investigators came, the institution's 
response was to deny, deflect, and protect. He was convicted and sentenced to 30 years in 
prison. The attorney for his victim stated that the practice of marrying minor females to adult 
elder males was 'common' within the House of Yahweh, and that leaders 'knew it was 
happening.' 
 
I received a phone call when Yisrayl Hawkins died on October 8, 2021, at the age of 87 — 
having declared he would never die. The organization continues to operate. His estate, valued 
at over $5 million across more than 200 properties, is currently in legal dispute. No named 
successor leads the group. The same materials are being streamed. People are still inside. 

 

Why I Am Speaking 

I am not a disgruntled person. I left and eventually found peace in my heart. But the 
watchman who sees the fire and says nothing is responsible for those who did not 
escape. I speak because children are still being harmed inside organizations built on this 
pattern. I speak because the same psychological architecture that operates in Abilene, 
Texas operates in other organizations under different names. I speak because the 
Tanakh gave us the standard — test the prophet by the fruit — and too many sincere 
believers never received the tools to apply that standard. 

“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear a word 
from My mouth, and give them warning from Me.” 

— Ezekiel 3:17 

I have set up a website to expose this cult and hopefully prevent others from being trapped in a 
group that offers no hope.  

www.themanbehindthename.com 
 

PART TWO: The Clinical Framework — Understanding 
the Personality Science 
The behavior patterns described in this report are not unique to one man or one organization. 
They are documented, clinically categorized personality configurations that appear consistently 
across cult leaders, authoritarian religious figures, and destructive spiritual movements 
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throughout history. Understanding the science allows you to recognize the pattern before it fully 
develops. 

 
 Why Religious Settings Are the Most Dangerous Environment for These Personality Types 

Political power operates on the body. Economic power operates on survival. But spiritual authority 
operates on the soul — a person's eternal identity, their sense of worth before their Creator, and 
their deepest relationships. When someone with a dark triad personality configuration occupies 
that position, the harm reaches a depth that no other form of abuse can match. The believer's 
very desire to be righteous becomes the weapon used against them. 

 

The Three Core Profiles 

Clinical research, most notably Dr. Robert Hare's Psychopathy Checklist-Revised (PCL-R) and 
Erich Fromm's framework of malignant narcissism, identifies three overlapping personality 
configurations most commonly documented in destructive religious leaders: 
 
1. Narcissistic Personality Disorder (NPD) 
A pervasive pattern of grandiosity, an insatiable need for admiration, and a profound lack of 
empathy. The narcissist constructs an idealized image of themselves and requires others to 
confirm it continuously. Any challenge to this image produces rage, retaliation, or devaluation of 
the challenger. In a religious context, the narcissist frames this dynamic theologically: 
questioning the leader is equated with questioning Yahweh. This makes normal accountability 
impossible. 
 
2. Antisocial Personality Disorder (ASPD) / Sociopathy 
A sustained pattern of disregard for the rights of others, deceitfulness, manipulation for personal 
gain, and absence of remorse. The ASPD leader may form genuine bonds with a loyal inner 
circle while treating everyone outside it as resources to be exploited. Children, women, and 
economically dependent members are most vulnerable. 
 
3. Malignant Narcissism — The Most Dangerous Configuration 
First identified by Erich Fromm, malignant narcissism combines NPD, ASPD, sadism, and 
paranoia into a single profile. This is the profile most consistently associated with cult leaders 
who produce catastrophic outcomes. The leader genuinely believes in their own divine 
selection, exploits followers without remorse, perceives any questioning as persecution, and 
responds to perceived threat with escalating coercion. When this configuration exists in a 
religious setting with unlimited authority, the result is predictable: financial exploitation, sexual 
predation, medical neglect, and the destruction of families. 

 
 The BITE Model: How Totalistic Control Is Built 

Researcher Steven Hassan's BITE Model identifies four categories of control used by destructive 
groups: Behavior control (regulating daily life, food, housing, sleep, work), Information control 
(banning outside media, monitoring communications, producing proprietary scriptures), Thought 
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control (loading language, thought-terminating clichés, shunning critical thinking), and Emotional 
control (manipulating fear, guilt, and spiritual terror). The House of Yahweh documented record 
shows all four operating simultaneously and systematically. 

 
 

PART THREE: The Full Profile — Yisrayl Hawkins and 
the House of Yahweh 
What follows is the most complete publicly available clinical and evidentiary portrait of Yisrayl 
Hawkins, drawn from the author’s firsthand witness account, the evidentiary archive at 
themanbehindthename.com, court records, investigative journalism (ABC News 20/20, CBS 
News, BBC), expert cult analysis (Rick Ross/Cult Education Institute, Watchman Fellowship, 
ICSA), and survivor testimonies spanning four decades. 

 

YISRAYL HAWKINS  (Born: Buffalo Bill Hawkins, 1934)  |  House of 
Yahweh — Abilene / Eula, Texas  |  Founded 1980  |  Died October 8, 2021 
Primary Clinical Profile: Malignant Narcissism + ASPD + Paranoid Features + Coercive Cult Control 

Observable Behavioral Traits 
•​ Progressive self-deification: began as 

'prophet,' became 'one of the Two 
Witnesses of Revelation,' then 'the 
second coming,' then 'without sin,' 
then declared he would never die 

•​ Required members to legally change 
their surnames to 'Hawkins' (250+ did 
so) and to verbally declare themselves 
'a slave of Yisrayl Hawkins' 

•​ Equated all dissent with rebellion 
against Yahweh Himself — making 
internal accountability theologically 
impossible 

•​ Systematically eliminated every 
accountability structure: all 7 Male 
Judges dead or expelled by 2010; all 
challenging Elders removed 

•​ Apocalyptic terror as retention 
mechanism: predicted nuclear 
destruction in 2002, 2006, 2007, 2008, 
2016, 2020 — each failure reframed 

•​ Financial entrapment: ~30% tithe plus 
expiring voucher coupons; members 
who left had nothing; Hawkins died 

Documented Public Record 
•​ 2003: A 7-year-old girl died when sect 

members performed unauthorized 
surgery on her infected leg; mother 
convicted of injury to a child by 
criminal negligence 

•​ 2006: Lisa Johnson bled to death after 
childbirth when compound midwives 
refused to allow outside medical 
intervention; wrongful death lawsuit 
filed 

•​ 2006: A one-month-old boy found 
dead on compound; autopsy revealed 
malnourishment and traumatic 
asphyxiation; no charges filed 

•​ 2008: Yisrayl Hawkins arrested on 4 
counts of bigamy and child labor 
violations (bail set at $10 million); 
pleaded no contest to child labor — 40 
children, some as young as 11, 
working fields, slaughterhouse, 
printing press, cannery 

•​ 2008: Elder Yedidiyah Hawkins (No. 2 
leader) convicted of aggravated sexual 
assault of a child (abuse began at age 
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with 200+ properties and $5M+ in 
personal assets 

•​ Total information control: TV, 
newspapers, radio, internet all banned; 
outside medical care prohibited; 
confessions weaponized as 
intelligence 

•​ Paranoia documented in his own will: 
opened with the statement that law 
enforcement was plotting to 
assassinate him 

•​ By final years: poster-sized 
photographs of his face covered the 
sanctuary walls; congregation required 
to stand when his sons entered 

8); sentenced to 30 years in Texas 
prison 

•​ FBI Project Megiddo report flagged 
HOY as stockpiling arms and 
connected to Posse Comitatus tax 
protesters 

•​ CBS News labeled it 'a darker sect 
than the FLDS'; Callahan County DA 
compared the danger level to David 
Koresh's Branch Davidians 

•​ Court-appointed psychologist in 
custody case described HOY as 'a 
religious, mafia styled organization, a 
bizarre religious mind control cult' 

•​ Died October 2021 having claimed he 
would never die; estate of $5M+ now 
in legal dispute; organization continues 
operating at yahweh.com with no 
named successor 

Congregation Awareness Note: The House of Yahweh continues to operate. If you or someone 
you love is currently a member and feels unable to leave, contact the International Cultic Studies 
Association (ICSA) at icsahome.com or 1-239-514-3081. Recovery is possible. You are not alone. 

 

Survivor Voices: What Former Members Documented 

The following accounts are drawn from themanbehindthename.com, court testimony, published 
memoirs, and documentary records. These are not anonymous allegations — they are named 
witnesses whose accounts have been corroborated by independent investigation. 
 

Ariyl Fuentes 
Member from age 14; given as a 'virgin bride' at 17 to Elder Yedidiyah Hawkins. Witnessed 
children working 14-hour days, nearly died in childbirth due to ban on prenatal care, escaped in 
1999 with help from a coworker. Her family's $120,000 food stockpile for the 'tribulation' was 
lost. Years later she still heard 'voices of condemnation' at Christmas from internalized HOY 
teaching. 
 

Claudia Hutchison 
Member 10+ years from Massachusetts. Upon leaving: lost children, grandchildren, business, 
trailer, and food storage. Members blocked her driveway with fallen trees during her escape; 
she required an armed guard. When she rescued her 81-year-old aunt, the aunt's belongings 
were burned by members within 10 hours. Five years after leaving, she still ached to see her 
sons. 
 

Debby Hopkins  
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Featured in the 2025 Hulu documentary How I Escaped My Cult. A member for nearly 20 years 
starting in 1993. Witnessed the 2003 death of a child during unauthorized compound surgery. 
When she tried to leave, her husband physically assaulted her; as she fled by car he chased her 
and threatened to kill her. 
 

Kay Hawkins 
Yisrayl's ex-wife, excommunicated 1994 after 17 years of marriage. Wrote The House of 
Yahweh: My Side of the Story (2012). Described Hawkins as 'extremely short tempered and 
violent,' someone who 'screams at those close to him and hurts everyone's feelings without a 
second thought.' Discovered in 1993 he had been practicing polygamy with his secretary. On Dr. 
Phil to warn others. 
 

Margo Hawkins 
Yisrayl's own biological daughter. Stated publicly: 'It's a cult. They brainwash people.' Described 
her father as 'psychotic' and described members living 'a miserable impoverished existence' 
while their leader 'is worth millions and millions and has at least three palatial homes.' She 
committed suicide a few years back. Kay said that the mental illness that she suffered from was 
passed on by her father’s side.  
 

 
 

PART FOUR: The Broader Pattern — This Is Not One 
Organization’s Problem 
The personality configuration documented in the House of Yahweh is not unique to it. It appears 
across traditions, continents, and centuries. The following profiles are offered not to attack any 
faith, but to demonstrate that no tradition is immune to this pattern. Sincere believers in every 
tradition have been exploited by leaders who used the sacred language of their faith as the 
primary tool of control. 

 

Jim Jones — Peoples Temple 

JIM JONES  (James Warren Jones, 1931–1978)  |  Peoples Temple — 
Indianapolis / San Francisco / Jonestown, Guyana 
Primary Clinical Profile: Malignant NPD + Paranoid Psychosis + ASPD — Final Outcome: 918 Deaths 

Observable Behavioral Traits 
•​ Declared himself simultaneously Jesus 

Christ and the Buddha; told followers: 
'If you see me as your God, I'll be your 
God' 

Documented Public Record 
•​ November 18, 1978: directed the mass 

murder-suicide of 918 people at 
Jonestown, Guyana — including 276 
children — the largest deliberate loss 
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•​ Required followers to call him 'Father' 
or 'Dad' — exploiting paternal authority 
dynamics to bypass critical thinking 

•​ Began as a genuine civil rights 
reformer; the malignant narcissism 
escalated as his power grew 
unchecked — a critical warning about 
trajectory over first impression 

•​ Collected followers' personal mail, 
reading it to extract information he 
then used as manipulation leverage 

•​ Heavy drug use in later years 
accelerated paranoid delusions while 
he continued performing staged 'faith 
healings' 

•​ Staged fake cancer healings using 
sleight of hand; members who 
questioned the theatrics were publicly 
humiliated or beaten 

of American civilian life before 
September 11 

•​ Congressman Leo Ryan, traveling to 
investigate abuse reports, was shot 
and killed at the airstrip on Jones' 
orders as he attempted to leave with 
defectors 

•​ Recordings recovered from Jonestown 
captured Jones calling the deaths 
'revolutionary suicide' while followers 
were dying around him 

•​ Dr. Scott Lines (psychoanalyst): 
peer-reviewed classification as 'a 
delusional, paranoid man' and 
'ultimately a destructive malignant 
narcissist' 

•​ University of Tennessee sociology 
research (Dr. Gary Maynard): four-part 
clinical analysis of Jones' escalating 
NPD published by San Diego State 
University 

Congregation Awareness Note: Jim Jones is the definitive case study in why early fruit does not 
guarantee the tree. He began as a genuine social reformer doing real civil rights work. The 
malignant narcissism took decades to fully reveal itself. When it did, 918 people — including 
hundreds of children — paid the price. 

 

David Koresh — Branch Davidians 

DAVID KORESH  (Born: Vernon Wayne Howell, 1959–1993)  |  Branch 
Davidians — Mount Carmel Center, Waco, Texas 
Primary Clinical Profile: Grandiose NPD + Delusional Messianic Disorder + ASPD — Final Outcome: 76 
Deaths 

Observable Behavioral Traits 
•​ Legally changed his name to 'David 

Koresh' — 'David' for King David, 
'Koresh' being the Hebrew name for 
Cyrus the Great — a calculated act of 
grandiose self-mythology 

•​ Claimed sole authority to interpret the 
Seven Seals of Revelation; declared 
no one in human history had unlocked 
these scriptures before him 

•​ Declared all women in the community 
'belonged' to him spiritually and 

Documented Public Record 
•​ 51-day standoff with ATF and FBI, 

February–April 1993, ended April 19 in 
a fire that killed 76 Branch Davidians 
including 25 children 

•​ Multiple former members testified to 
Koresh's sexual abuse of underage 
girls under his 'New Light' doctrine 

•​ Texas CPS had opened investigations 
into child abuse at the compound 
before the ATF raid 

•​ Psychology Today (Dr. Stephen 
Diamond): classified within the 
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sexually — including married women 
and girls as young as 10 

•​ Conducted marathon Bible studies 
lasting 12+ hours in which members 
could not leave, ask questions, or 
challenge his interpretations 

•​ Stockpiled illegal weapons while 
preaching imminent apocalyptic 
confrontation — creating a self-fulfilling 
siege trajectory 

•​ Critical clinical debate: some analysts 
identify genuine psychotic religious 
delusion; others emphasize calculated 
predation disguised as theology 

'charismatic apocalyptic cult leader' 
archetype — psychopathic exploitation 
of messianic archetypes 

•​ Born to a 14-year-old single mother; 
raised without a father — clinical 
literature consistently documents the 
correlation between early 
abandonment trauma and later 
messianic compensatory grandiosity 

Congregation Awareness Note: Koresh represents 'delusional NPD with psychopathic overlay' — 
a combination in which the leader may genuinely believe aspects of the grandiose narrative while 
making calculated predatory decisions. This is among the most dangerous known profiles because 
the leader's apparent conviction makes followers harder to reach with counter-evidence. 

 

Warren Jeffs — FLDS Church 

WARREN JEFFS  (Born 1955, Currently Incarcerated)  |  Fundamentalist 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints — Hildale, Utah / Colorado City, Arizona / Texas 
Primary Clinical Profile: Cold Psychopathic Narcissism + Pedophilic Disorder + Coercive Control 

Observable Behavioral Traits 
•​ Held the title 'President, Prophet, Seer, 

and Revelator' — sole earthly mediator 
between members and Yahweh, with 
authority to assign or reassign wives, 
children, and homes as rewards or 
punishments 

•​ Expelled dozens of men from the 
community without cause, reassigning 
their wives and children to other men 
— treating human beings as 
redistributable property 

•​ Controlled all land and housing in the 
FLDS community — leaving was 
financially ruinous and practically 
impossible 

•​ Operated through fear rather than 
charm — clinically the inverse of the 
warm charismatic type, yet equally 
total in control 

Documented Public Record 
•​ 2011: Convicted of two felony counts 

of child sexual assault in Texas; 
currently serving life plus 20 years 

•​ 2006: Placed on FBI's Ten Most 
Wanted List for fleeing charges of 
arranging illegal marriages between 
adult men and underage girls 

•​ 2008: Texas raid of the YFZ Ranch 
removed 416 children amid abuse 
allegations 

•​ Attempted suicide in 2007; force-fed in 
2009 Arizona jail; placed in medically 
induced coma in 2011 after extreme 
fasting — significant mental 
deterioration in custody 

•​ 2019: Court filings report he has 
'suffered a mental breakdown' and 
may not be mentally competent to 
testify 
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•​ Private investigator Sam Brower, who 
investigated Jeffs for years: 'an 
extremely cunning psychopathic 
narcissist obsessed with power and 
control' 

•​ Former member Elissa Wall: 'He really 
does believe he is God. I don't know if 
he thinks he did anything wrong.' 

•​ Still considered a living prophet by 
followers even from prison — 
documenting the durability of totalistic 
thought-control beyond incarceration 

Congregation Awareness Note: Warren Jeffs is the 'cold psychopathic prophet' — no warmth, no 
charm, pure coercive authority. He is currently serving life in prison. His followers still consider him 
their prophet. This is the most complete documented case of how totalistic control can survive the 
imprisonment of its architect. 

 

Sun Myung Moon — Unification Church 

SUN MYUNG MOON  (1920–2012)  |  Unification Church (Family Federation for World 
Peace and Unification) — Global 
Primary Clinical Profile: Grandiose NPD + Institutional Narcissism — Disorder Embedded Into 
Organizational Structure 

Observable Behavioral Traits 
•​ Declared himself the Second Coming 

of Christ, the Messiah, and 'the True 
Parent of all humanity' — explicitly 
proclaimed by him at a U.S. 
Congressional event in 2004 

•​ Controlled the most intimate decision 
of followers' lives: personally matched 
and assigned marriage partners to 
tens of thousands of couples, 
sometimes people who had met only 
minutes before mass wedding 
ceremonies 

•​ Married his second wife Hak Ja Han 
when she was 17 and he was 40 — a 
pattern of exploitative age asymmetry 
embedded in the leadership culture 

•​ Built a multi-billion dollar empire 
(newspapers, arms manufacturing, 
fishing, hotels) while presenting 
himself as a spiritual leader above 
commercial concerns 

•​ Required followers to fundraise 
obsessively on streets for long hours 
— proceeds flowing into the Moon 
financial empire 

Documented Public Record 
•​ 1982: Convicted of federal tax 

evasion; served 13 months in federal 
prison — courts explicitly rejected his 
claim that church leaders should stand 
above tax law 

•​ 1977: U.S. Congressional 
Subcommittee found the Unification 
Church coordinated with South Korean 
intelligence (KCIA) to gain political 
influence in American government 

•​ Former daughter-in-law Nansook Hong 
married Moon's son at age 15; 
documented extensive abuse within 
the Moon family in her memoir In the 
Shadow of the Moons 

•​ Peer-reviewed research (Kent & 
Willey, International Journal of 
Coercion, Abuse, and Manipulation, 
2025): Moon 'likely suffered from 
narcissistic personality disorder,' which 
explains both member devotion and 
organizational harm 

•​ September 2025: Moon's widow Hak 
Ja Han arrested in South Korea on 
bribery charges — confirming the 
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•​ Used political connections with 
presidents and heads of state globally 
to legitimize messianic claims — 
making the spiritual claim harder to 
challenge 

pattern of entitlement continues under 
current leadership 

Congregation Awareness Note: Sun Myung Moon represents 'institutional narcissism' — the 
leader's personality disorder becomes so deeply embedded in theology, finances, and organizational 
culture that it survives his death and is transmitted to the next generation. The Unification Church is 
still active in over 100 countries. 

 
 

PART FIVE: The Congregation Member’s Recognition 
Guide 
You do not need a clinical degree to recognize a dangerous personality in religious leadership. 
The Torah already gave you the standard: examine the fruit. The following checklist translates 
that ancient standard into specific, observable warning signs. No single item on this list 
condemns a leader. A pattern of multiple items — especially when they intensify over time — 
demands your attention. 

 

TEN WARNING SIGNS IN RELIGIOUS LEADERSHIP 

1. Questioning the leader is equated with questioning Yahweh 
This is the single most dangerous doctrine a religious leader can teach. It makes accountability 
impossible and removes every internal safeguard. Deuteronomy 13 and 18 explicitly command that 
every prophet be tested — which means questioning is not rebellion; it is obedience. 

2. The leader claims special revelation no one else has received 
Hawkins claimed only he could unlock the seals. Koresh claimed only he could decode Revelation. 
Moon claimed he alone completed what Jesus could not. This claim is designed to eliminate every 
outside standard by which the leader could be evaluated. 

3. Leaving the group is framed as leaving Yahweh or forfeiting salvation 
When departure is made spiritually catastrophic, the leader has converted faith into captivity. 
Coercion and covenant are opposites. Any genuine covenant relationship must be freely maintained. 

4. Financial dependence on the organization 
When housing, food, income, and social relationships all flow through the leader's control, leaving 
becomes materially impossible. This is not stewardship — it is economic imprisonment. 

5. The leader's personal lifestyle contradicts the standard demanded of members 
Hawkins accumulated millions while members lived in mold and broken trailers. Jones had drug 
dependency while demanding members abstain. The fruit of leadership includes the leader's own 
life. 
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6. Children are used as labor, given in marriage, or denied outside education and 
medical care 
Children cannot consent. Any organization that harms children in the name of doctrine has provided 
the clearest possible fruit test. This is not a secondary concern — it is the defining evidence. 

7. Dissenting voices are systematically removed from leadership 
Healthy organizations have checks and accountability. When every person who raises a principled 
question is expelled, what remains is not a purified community — it is an autocracy. 

8. The leader's prophetic record includes failed predictions that are reframed rather than 
acknowledged 
Deuteronomy 18:22 is explicit: a prophet whose word does not come to pass has not been sent by 
Yahweh. This is not a harsh standard — it is the Torah’s own test. 

9. An escalating pattern of self-exaltation over time 
Many dangerous leaders begin humbly. Watch the trajectory. When claims to authority expand 
steadily — from teacher, to prophet, to sinless, to messiah, to 'I will never die' — you are watching 
the clinical escalation of malignant narcissism. 

10. Leaving costs everything: family, community, finances, and identity 
This is the architecture of captivity, not covenant. The Tanakh repeatedly describes Yahweh 
releasing His people from bondage. No covenant community built on the pattern of Yahweh should 
be harder to leave than Egypt. 

 

What Healthy Religious Leadership Looks Like 

Every checklist of red flags is incomplete without a positive standard. The following marks of 
healthy leadership are drawn from the Tanakh’s own description of what righteous leadership 
produces. 
 

Marks of Trustworthy Leadership 

•​ Welcomes questions, challenges, and accountability — does not equate scrutiny with 
rebellion 

•​ Prophetic claims are modest and verifiable — failed predictions are acknowledged, not 
reframed 

•​ Members can leave freely, with their family relationships and finances intact 
•​ Children are protected, educated, and given access to outside medical care without 

restriction 
•​ The leader's personal lifestyle is consistent with the standard taught to others 
•​ Financial practices are transparent and independently accountable 
•​ Multiple voices hold genuine authority — no single person controls all decisions 
•​ The community produces observable fruit: healing, wholeness, justice, and genuine 

freedom 
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PART SIX: A Word of Compassion 
Having a personality disorder does not make a person evil. These configurations frequently 
develop through childhood trauma, neglect, neurological factors, and environments that 
rewarded grandiosity and punished vulnerability. The leaders profiled in this report were human 
beings, and it is so easy to hate them, instead of their disease.  The Torah itself affirms that 
Yahweh desires the turning of the wicked, not their destruction (Ezekiel 18:23). 
 
This report does not authorize hatred toward any named person. It does not authorize violence. 
It does not sanction shunning of current members of any organization. Its singular purpose is to 
give sincere believers the tools to recognize dangerous patterns before they cause irreversible 
harm to themselves, their children, and their families. 
 
To those who are currently inside a high-control religious group: you are not weak for having 
trusted. These organizations are specifically designed to target sincere, spiritually hungry 
people. Your faith was not the problem. The problem was that your faith was weaponized 
against you. Recovery is possible. Leaving is possible. Others have done it before you, and they 
are waiting to help. 

 
 Resources for Recovery 

International Cultic Studies Association (ICSA): icsahome.com | 1-239-514-3081Cult Education 
Institute (Rick Ross): culteducation.comthemanbehindthename.com — specific documentation on 
the House of YahwehFor House of Yahweh-specific exit support, former members have 
established recovery networks; ICSA can connect you. 

 
 

Key Sources and Documentation 

•​ themanbehindthename.com — Primary evidentiary archive on Yisrayl Hawkins and the House of 
Yahweh (Elder Kepha Arcemont, author and witness) 

•​ Cult Education Institute: culteducation.com/group/1240-house-of-yahweh — decades of investigative 
documentation 

•​ CBS News: 'House of Yahweh: A Darker Sect Than FLDS' (2008) 
•​ ABC News 20/20: Brian Ross Investigates — House of Yahweh (multiple reports) 
•​ Hawkins, Kay — The House of Yahweh: My Side of the Story (AuthorHouse, 2012) 
•​ Hare, Robert D. — Without Conscience: The Disturbing World of the Psychopaths Among Us (1993) 
•​ Fromm, Erich — The Anatomy of Human Destructiveness (1973) — Origin of 'Malignant Narcissism' 
•​ Hassan, Steven — Combating Cult Mind Control (1988); BITE Model of Authoritarian Control 
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•​ Kent, Stephen A. & Willey, Robin — 'The Narcissistic Messiah: Personality Disorder, Sun Myung 
Moon, and Its Legacy in the Unification Church' (IJCAM, 2025) 

•​ Maynard, Gary — Four-part clinical analysis of Jim Jones and NPD (San Diego State University / 
Jonestown Research Project) 

•​ Lines, Scott (Ph.D.) — 'I'll Be Your God: The Psychobiography of Jim Jones' (SDSU Jonestown 
Research Project) 

•​ How I Escaped My Cult, Season 1, Episode 7: The House of Yahweh (Hulu/Freeform, 2025) 
•​ Cleckley, Hervey — The Mask of Sanity (1941) — Foundational clinical psychopathy text 
•​ ICSA Reviews — Book Review: The House of Yahweh (International Journal of Cultic Studies, 2013) 

 

Peace and Blessings 

Elder Kepha (Peter) Arcemont 
Miqdash Bethel  |  miqdashbethel@gmail.com  |  Pearl River, Louisiana 70452 
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