THE THIRD SUNDAY OF

EPIPHANY

Year C

Seasonal Greeting
Celebrant I will make you as a light for the nations,
People
That my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.
Isaiah 49:6

Collect of the Day
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus
Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we
and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Nehemiah 8:1-12
And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water
Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought
the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could
understand what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And
he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those
who could understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to
the Book of the Law. 4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform
that they had made for the purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah,
Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and
Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and
Meshullam on his left hand. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of
all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it all the
people stood. 6 And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the
people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed
their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.
1

Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the
people to understand the Law, while the people remained in their places.
8
They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave
the sense, so that the people understood the reading.
9
And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe,
and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is
holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people
wept as they heard the words of the Law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go
your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not
be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 11 So the Levites
calmed all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be
grieved.” 12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to
send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood
the words that were declared to them.
Reader:
The word of the Lord. 		
People:
Thanks be to God.
7

Psalter Verses
(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and the
Gospel, with the congregation standing in preparation for the Gospel. At
services where there is a hymn or canticle before the Gospel, the psalm might
be said between the Old Testament and Epistle, the people seated.)

Psalm 113
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Praise the Lord. Sing praises, you servants of the LORD; *
O praise the Name of the LORD.
Blessed be the Name of the LORD, *
from this time forth for evermore.
The LORD'S Name be praised *
from the rising up of the sun to the going down of the same.
The LORD is high above all nations, *
and his glory above the heavens.
Who is like the LORD our God, who has his dwelling so high, *
and yet humbles himself to behold the things that are in heaven and
earth?
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He takes up the lowly out of the dust, *
and lifts the poor out of the ashes,
That he may set them with the princes, *
even with the princes of his people.
He gives the barren woman a home to dwell in, *
and makes her to be a joyful mother of children. Praise the LORD.

Epistle Reading
1 Corinthians 12:12-27
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.
14
For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the
foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,”
that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear
should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that
would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were
an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an
ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single
member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet
one body.
21
The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the
head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of
the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts
of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor,
and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which
our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the
body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be
no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for
one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is
honored, all rejoice together.
27
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
Reader:
The word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.
3

The Holy Gospel
Deacon:
People:

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to
St. Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 4:14-21
And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report
about him went out through all the surrounding country. 15 And he
taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all.
16
And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was
his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood
up to read. 17 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written,
18
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who
are oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”
20
And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat
down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And
he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.”
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Offertory and Post-Communion Sentences
(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the celebrant or preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.)

Proper Preface
Epiphany
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who took on our mortal flesh to reveal
his glory; that he might bring us out of darkness and into his own glorious light.
Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm verses
are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken from
The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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