
710 N. Opportunity Dr.  -  Columbia City, IN  46725 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thu 8 am - 4 pm / Fri 8 am - 1 pm 

 260-248-8944      1-800-290-1697 
TTY Relay 800-743-3333 

www.whitleycountycouncilonaging.org 

the.woodlands.wccoa  

Woodlands Senior Activity Center 



ABOUT OUR CENTER 
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To enable the senior citizens of Whitley County to live confident, dignified, independent and productive lives 

through education, programs and services. 

* Transportation 

* Weekday Lunches  

* Home Delivered Meals 

* Lending Library 

* Information & Referral 

* Food Share Programs 

* Annual Senior Fair 

* Senior Caller Newsletter 

* Tax Assistance (Feb-Apr) 

* Social Gatherings &  

    Entertainment 

* Medical Equipment Loan  

    Program 

* Incontinence Items 

* Health Programs/Exercise 

* Educational/Informational    

    Programs 

* Non-Perishable Food Pantry &    

   Bread Pantry 

* Pet Food Pantry 

* Woodland Trips 

TITLE VI NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC:    All programs and services are provided without regard to race, color, or 
national origin in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act. Any person who believes she or he has been 
aggrieved by any unlawful discriminatory practice under Title VI may file a complaint with WCCOA.  

STAFF  DIRECTORY 
Executive Director     - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     ext 300   
Nancy Bledsoe     Office Manager    ext 400 
Sheila Troyer      Nutrition Manager    ext 110 
John Jones      Transportation Manager   ext 600  
Aimee Ray      Activities Manager    ext 900 
Gabby Gaff      Customer Service Specialist   ext 102  

OUR MISSION 

OUR SERVICES 

OUR PEOPLE 

CORPORATION OFFICERS 
Shelbi Brown/President       (260-610-8020)   Duane Janssen/Treasurer (727-687-7958) 
Larry Barr/Vice President     (260-229-5945)   Joan Western/Secretary (260-229-9902) 

 
BOARD MEMBERS 
Larry Barr   (260-229-5945)  Sue Lewis   (260-441-6551) 
Shelbi Brown   (260-610-8020)  Barb Overdeer  (260-609-5210) 
Jennifer Esterline   (916-747-5003)  Chip Stephenson  (260-213-3089) 
Clay Geiger   (260-609-9032)  Kaliebe VanEmon  (260-580-2647) 
Dr. Christopher Grindrod  (260-481-6455)  Joan Western   (260-229-9902) 
Duane Janssen  (727-687-7958)  Virginia Wright  (260-609-5249) 
Sandy Kyler   (260-229-1760)  Jane Yohe   (260-248-8373) 
Marlin Leininger  (260-466-5231) 



WHITLEY COUNTY TRANSIT 
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Call 248-8944 for a ride!   Toll Free:  1-800-290-1697 
 

Hours:  7am - 5pm  Monday - Friday.   A 48 hour notice (prior to 1 pm) is necessary. 

Senior Transportation Services are funded in part through Title III of the Older Americans Act and Social Service 
Block Grants distributed through Aging and In-Home Services of Northeast Indiana.  We are a Medicaid transit 
provider.  

Who:  Name, address, phone number, birthday, any disabilities, and if the client has Medicaid. 
When:  Appointment date and time. 
Where:  Destination, including address. 
Contact/Billing Information:  Name and address of the responsible parties. 

Distance Fees - One Way Fees - Round Trip 

1-4  miles $6 $12 

5-10  miles $8 $16 

11-15  miles $12 $24 

16-25  miles $15 $30 

Over 25  miles $17 $34 

Out of County $29 $58 

Stated mileage are for trips made within Whitley County. 
 

* Children under 12 ride free with an adult.  Adults must provide car seats when necessary. 

* Veterans - $20 Round Trip for trips outside of Whitley County. 

* Working Seniors 60+  - public rates apply.   

* Seniors 60+  - donation only; service is not denied to anyone who is not able to donate. 
 

Exact payment is required.  For your convenience, you may buy Transit Punch Cards for $40 
per card (a $45 value).  

 

CLIENTS MUST BE READY 15 MINUTES PRIOR TO SCHEDULED PICK-UP TIME 

All vans are sanitized throughout the day for your safety. 

CONTACT US 

INFORMATION WE NEED 

PRICING 



ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 
 

WOODLAND TRIPS 
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4/27/26 



ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 
 
 WOODLAND TRIPS 
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HEALTH & WELL-BEING 
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SHORT-TERM LOANER EQUIPMENT  
 

Walkers, canes, crutches, and shower chairs: $10 rental fee. 
Wheelchairs and knee scooters: $25 rental fee. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Incontinence items are also available.  Each recipient is allowed one package per month. 

WEEKEND MEALS 
Order as many weekend meals as you like by Wednesday at noon, then pick them up on Fri-
day or have them delivered.  Call the Woodlands for more details. 

 
NON-PERISHABLE FOOD PANTRY 
The senior food pantry is available to seniors 50+ who find themselves short on non-
perishable  grocery items.  It can be used as a supplemental food source one time per month.  
Pantry days/hours:  Monday and Thursday from 9 am - 11 am  &  12 pm - 3 pm.   

 
WOODLANDS FOOD SHARE PROGRAM 
Seniors living on a limited income and in need of additional food items on an ongoing basis 
can apply for a supplemental food program.  The program provides a 10 to 15 lb bag of shelf 
stable food items one time per month.  Call the Woodlands for more details. 

PET PANTRY 
Dog and cat food is available for pick up once per month.  The Pet Food Pantry days/hours are 
Monday and Thursday from 9 am - 11 am  &  12 pm - 3 pm.  Pet food is available dependent 
on supply.   

EQUIPMENT LOAN PROGRAM 

FOOD PROGRAMS 

PET FOOD 



HEALTH & WELL-BEING 
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Haircuts & Eyebrow Waxing by Lyndah 
 

Wednesday, May 13 
 

Call 248-8944 x5 to schedule. 

Haircut   $10 
Cut w/style   $11  

Men’s Haircuts  $5 
Eyebrow Waxing  $5 

Manicures by Lyndah 
 

Wednesday, May 20 
 

Call 248-8944 x5 to schedule. 

HAIR CARE 

Filing   $3 
Polish   $5  

Filing & Polish   $8 
Please bring your own nail polish. 

NAIL CARE 

MASSAGE 

Massage by Annette Bear, LMT  
 

Thursday, May 28 
 

Enjoy a 15-minute chair massage!  
 

$15  ~  Call 248-8944 x5 to schedule. 
 

*All equipment will be sanitized prior to each appointment time.* 

ONE ON ONE WITH DARCY 

Darcy Hoopingarner, NP, from the Whitley County Health 
Department is offering confidential one-on-one sessions.  
Need to talk to someone about a personal, medical, or 
mental health issue?  Come see Darcy at the Woodlands! 
 

Call 248-8944 x5 to schedule. 
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NEW BOARD MEMBER BIOS 

Kaliebe VanEmon 

Kaliebe is a lifelong resident of Whitley County who graduated 
from IPFW in 2015. He currently serves as a Corporate Sales 
team member at E.A. Langenfeld in the Fort Wayne area. He is 
married to his wife Irene, and together they have two sons. Ka-
liebe is excited to serve WCCOA because there is more than corn 
in Indiana - offering fun and interesting activities along with af-
fordable services that are available to all seniors.  

Jennifer Esterline 
Jennifer is the passionate Executive Director of the Whitley 
County Chamber of Commerce. She loves everything business, 
farm, and family. She also owns a destination farm and E Brewing 
Company in South Whitley with her husband Jay.  

Barbara Sue Overdeer 
Barbara is a retired elementary school teacher who taught for 35 
years in Whitley County. She is one of the owners of The Mercan-
tile in Columbia City, which works with Columbia City Connect in 
promoting the downtown area. 
 
Her experience with local organizations includes serving on 
church councils and committees, helping with activities at the 
Lighthouse (now Mission 25), being active with Extension Home-
makers, and helping with the County 4-H programs. 
  
Barbara feels that the WCCOA is a necessary and worthwhile 
agency and looks forward to serving Whitley County seniors. 
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NEW BOARD MEMBER BIOS 

Robert “Chip” Stephenson 
Born in Fort Wayne and raised there until middle school, Chip 
graduated from Columbia City Joint High School in 1992.  While 
attending college and working full-time in Fort Wayne, he mar-
ried Jennifer Moore and moved back to Columbia City in 1996.  In 
1997 Chip was hired by the Columbia City Police Department 
where he worked for over 25 years until retiring in 2023.  Chip 
and Jenny bought Shoes & Moore from members of their family 
and have enjoyed running it to this day.  Chip’s wife Jenny is em-
ployed at Whitley County Government in the Engineering Depart-
ment.  They have two grown children, Thomas and Megan, and 
reside in Columbia City.  

Naomi “Sue” Lewis 
My career with the Allen County courts began in 1964, shortly 
before Bill and I married. I worked as a deputy clerk until our 
daughter was born in 1967.  While raising our three children 
and pursuing my education, I continued taking part-time as-
signments with the Clerk and Superior Court. 
 
Once the kids were in school, I headed to IPFW and earned 
my bachelor’s in criminal justice. This led to an internship and 
a seven-year career with Victim Assistance at the Fort Wayne 
Police Department. By 1991, I was the Director of the YWCA 
Women’s Shelter, which allowed me to serve on several do-
mestic violence boards and commissions at both the city and 
state levels. 
 
In 1997, I stepped back to focus on my master’s in public 
affairs and my mother’s care. During that time, I also served 
as a director and trustee for Specialized Alternatives for Fami-
lies and Youth, a foster care agency. Family has remained my 
priority; I was my mother’s primary caregiver until she passed 
in 2009, and I have spent the last five years caring for my hus-
band. 
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ARTICLE 

Appointments are limited. 

‘Mom, I need money!': Beware of AI voice technology being used in scams 
Criminals only need seconds of your voice to clone it. 
 

By Tania Luviano Hurwitz • Published March 3, 2026 • Updated on March 3, 2026 at 5:33 pm 
 
 

Artificial-intelligence voice-cloning scams are rising in San Diego and across the country, with 
criminals using advanced AI technology to fake emergencies and trick families into sending mon-
ey. 
 
Experts warn scammers can now clone nearly anyone’s voice in seconds — using just a short au-
dio clip pulled from social media posts, videos or voicemails. 
 
To see how easy it is, we asked AI strategist Roberto Moutal to clone a voice using free technolo-
gy available online. He needed only about 10 seconds of audio. Moutal said recreating someone’s 
voice is even easier than generating images. 
 
The Federal Trade Commission has warned consumers since at least 2023 that scammers can 
clone a loved one’s voice with just a short audio clip, but, Moutal said, the problem is getting 
worse as technology advances. 
 
When asked whether someone needs to be an AI expert to clone a voice, Moutal was clear. 
 
“No, no, super simple, all you need is to get 10 seconds of your voice, and that’s all I need to cre-
ate,” Moutal said. 
 
Scammers can easily capture audio from social media posts. Moutal used a brief clip from a hu-
man voice to build a voice clone. Within seconds, the AI-generated voice delivered a convincing 
message. 
 
Hey, Dave, I'm here at the bank, and for some reason, the ATM is not working. I think I may have 
the wrong PIN number. Can you give it to me again, please?” 
 
The result was unsettling. 
 
“Super dangerous,” Moutal said. 
 
Law enforcement sources and the FBI say AI “virtual kidnapping” and family emergency scams 
are exploding. The FBI has issued warnings about criminals using AI-altered media and voice 
cloning to extort ransom payments in fake kidnapping schemes. 
 
“They’re absolutely AI, and you can’t tell,” Moutal said. 
 
A Berkeley study surveying more than 600 people found that participants incorrectly identified AI-
generated voices more than 80% of the time. 
 
Moutal said families should create a secret pass-phrase to verify emergencies. 
 
“Today you gotta have some kind of pass phrase or secret phrase with your relatives,” Moutal 
said. 

https://www.nbcsandiego.com/author/tania-luviano-hurwitz/
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‘Mom, I need money!': Beware of AI voice technology being used in scams 
Criminals only need seconds of your voice to clone it. 
 
 

 
CONTINUED: 
 
 

Moutal suggested asking a personal question that only close family members would know the an-
swer to. 
 
“What is the last movie we saw? Something that no one else but you two would know, and that's 
the only way you can start believing things,” Moutal said. 
 
When creating a safe word, it's advised to do it without any devices nearby in case someone is lis-
tening. 
 
Experts also recommend never sending money, gift cards or cryptocurrency based solely on a 
phone call. Instead, hang up and call your loved one back using the number saved in your con-
tacts. If a caller pressures you with urgency or fear, experts say, it is almost certainly a scam. 
 
 
 
This story was originally reported for broadcast by NBC San Diego. AI tools helped convert 
the story to a digital article, and an NBC San Diego journalist edited the article for publica-
tion. 

 

 

 

Citation: 

Hurwitz, Tania Luviano. ““Mom, I Need Money!”: Beware of AI Voice Technology Being Used in 

Scams.” NBC 7 San Diego, NBC San Diego, 3 Mar. 2026, www.nbcsandiego.com/nbc-7-

responds-2/mom-i-need-money-beware-of-ai-voice-technology-being-used-in-

scams/3988900/. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

Advertise with us!  Please call the Woodlands for more 

 information, 260-248-8944. 
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CCHS SPORTS SCHEDULE 



WHITLEY COUNTY COUNCIL ON AGING INC. 
710 N Opportunity Drive 
Columbia City, IN  46725 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

COLUMBIA CITY, IN 46725 
(PERMIT NO. 263) 

“YOUR BEST LOCAL RESOURCE FOR SENIOR SERVICES” 

Thank you WCCOA Sponsors! 
 

Cedar Creek Assisted Living, Warsaw 
 

Miller’s - Oak Pointe 
 

Oberlin Marketing - Heidi Darley 
 

The Waters 


