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John M West Squadron 408 

Sons of the American Legion 

Derby-Haysville Kansas 

 
Meeting Minutes 

           Nov 2nd, 2025 

  
 

I. Call to Order 
Commander Michael Saindon called the meeting to order at 1:01 pm. 
 

II. Roll Call 
 officers,      members and       guests were present. 

Commander   Michael Saindon  Present  

1st Vice             Dale Rotramel  Present 

2nd Vice  Greg Lawless  Present 

Adjutant/Finance Brian Simpson  Present 

Sgt/Arms  Mitch Hansen  Excused 

Sgt/Arms  Terry Gowen  Present 

Chaplain  Mike Bulger  Absent 

Judge Adv    

 

III. Minutes From The Previous Meeting 

 

Motion made to forgo reading of the minutes as they were posted on internet.                                                                                                          

Terry Gowen    second   Dale Rotramel 

 discussion  None 

Motion  passed 

 

 

IV. Introduction of Guests and New Members 
Guests: none 

 

 New Members:  none 

 

 

 

VI.      Committee Reports 

       

 



  First off   BIG THANK YOU to Greg and Sophie Lawless for the SAL dinner 

nights.  They have been great for SAL and we appreciate them both. 

 

Membership:  We are at 83paid members and the goal is 163.  We set at 61.03% as of 

today.  We have several members that have not renewed and would like to get 

that cleaned up before Dec 15th.  Brian Simpson stated that he can email roster 

list if you wanting to help contact members.  Reminder that as of Dec 31st you 

are member in not good standing with National.  Also, if you have the free 

insurance, you lose it and have to resubmit.  This insurance id $1000.00 and 

$5000.00 if you are at or doing a Legion family event.  You can also lose the 

opportunity to be in the post.   Please get renewed and help others to renew. 

 

 

SAL fundraisers    We still have the online RADA Cutlery in effect, A few RED Friday 

shirts and Wednesday Texas Holdem going on. 

 

Veterans Day events.  Brian Simpson spoke on the following  

 Please see below the following events we have for Veterans Day 
Support what you can. 
 
 
Nov 8th  
South Haven parade 10am  (prior email to notify Toby Trott if you can attend)  TBD 
 
Nov 11th 
Flags at VA 
6:30 am  5500 E Kellogg ave  Wichita 
 
Nov 11th 
Andover middle school ride in  
Meet at Wendys in Andover 504 N Andover Rd  7:30am  
flag up  
KSU 8:10am 
ride to Andover middle school arrive 8:15 front parking lot  
8:15-9:15 Veterans day assembly in gym  with breakfast to follow if you wish to stay. 
RC James Bise 
 
Nov 11th  
Haysville Veterans ceremony 
Meet at Haysville VFW post 6957   7507 S Broadway  Haysville  10:15am 
flag up  
KSU 10:45am  ride into Haysville Historical park for 11:00am ceromony 
 
Nov 11th  
Garrett Park Derby Veterans day ceremony 
Meet at post 408  120 E Washington Derby     1:30pm 
flag up at the post  
KSU 1:55pm 
Arrive at Garrett park 2:00pm 
RC Brian Simpson  

 



Michael Saindon asked if the SAL wanted to purchase a keg for Veterans Day.  This will be 

free to Veterans until gone.  Brian Simpson made motion to purchase a keg for 

Veterans Day with Veterans free beer until gone.  Terry Gowen seconded 

 Motion passed. 

 

Veterans Day breakfast is November 9th 8am-11am   Brian will be at the post by 7am to get 

things going.  If you have not signed up, please do.  Even if it is only for an hour 

or so. 

 

Christmas for kids   Set up will be Dec 5th @ 6pm  We will need help moving chairs and 

tables for the games.  December 6th is the event and need lots of help with 

games, tickets, and toy tables.  We will be at post at noon  event is 1-3pm and 

then teardown and set post back up  

 

 

 

 

VII.     Finance Report 

Brian Simpson read the financial report,  

  

  Motion to accept Dale Rotramel 

  Second   Brandon Husetat 

  Motion passed 

VIII. Service Officer Report/ Sick Call 

 

John McCullough   Michael Saindon   Jeff Lilley  Kevin Honn 

 

 

 

IX. Unfinished Business  

 

Christmas for kids   conference room nov 15- Dec 5th storage toys  

 

BOG 3yr  Nomination for Brandon Huestat 

Foundation 3yr   Nomination for Terry Gowen 

Will ask again and vote at December meeting 

 

Raffle update.    Michael Saindon stated several people have been asking for our 

next meat raffle.  Is this what we want to do?   Terry Gowen made motion to do 

meat raffle   second by Brandon Huestat.  Motion passed.   Michael Saindon will 

have tickets made  We run from Feb 1st – March 15th   Brian Simpson will ask the 

AUX if we can sell tickets at the American Legion birthday party March 14th and 

draw that night 

 

 

X. New Business 

 

SAL dinners for 2026 are Jan 29th, April 30th, July 30th, October 29th and Dec 31st.  

Suggestion to cancel the Dec 31st.  Everyone agreed.  Michael Saindon had spoke to Sophie 



on doing the meals again.  She has agreed to the first one.  Greg Lawless was going to 

check for the rest of the dates.   

 

Food bank support:   Michael Saindon received a list from Haysville and Derby food banks.  

Discussion if SAL wanted to take over or have BOG in charge again this year.  Dale 

Rotramel spoke for BOG and was going to get with Michael Saindon to get it in motion. 

 

Michael Saindon stated that Skeeter has asked about playing at the post for a fundraiser.  

Suggestion was to have all proceeds go to the roof of the post.  Dale Rotramel is going to 

talk to them and see what we can do. 

 

Terry Gowen stated that Mike Rodriquez and his band are playing Saturday night Nov 9th 

as a jam session night.  Food, fun and enjoyment. 

 

Christmas decorating:   Brian Simpson is going to ask the AUX when they are decorating 

the post and report back.  We can help out if needed. 

 

Website/ Facebook issues:    Our webmaster is getting backed up due to not having 

information to put on website or facebook page in timely manner.  If an entity has an event, 

even if you snap a photo of flyer or event details, send it to her.  Mindy will get it on the 

social media for us.  If we do not do this, it is very hard for our information to be updated.   

 

       Contact    webmasterpost408@gmail.com 

 

 

    Brian Simpson spoke on the meetings issue.  Trying to get meetings consolidated and timely.  

This way we can focus on events and such rather than 10+ meetings a month.  He has sent 

email out to the leadership of the post and having a meeting Nov 18th at 6:30pm to try and get a 

game plan.  Example is as follows”  AUX and SAL one night  ALR and Cruisers another night  

Foundation and BOG   Legion and PEC 

Just looking to help everyone out.  More to come. 

 

 

Terry Gowen spoke on SPAM emails from Pat Kitterman asking for money for foundation.  

We all know this is a scam.  Stay alert. 

 

Brian Simpson spoke as BOG that we are going back to post cleaning days.  It will be 4th 

Saturday of the month along with the Masons breakfast.  Then work day from 9am -2pm.  Will 

have lists of items from BOG  ex kitchen deep clean, mop and wax banquet hall, clean up 

meeting room, wipe walls, dust, vacuum, ets.  Lists of repairs and other items will be as 

needed.  We will need someone from every entity there as when cleaning, we find junk and not 

sure who belongs to…… it may be trashed.  The junk needs to clean out. 

 

Next meeting will be changed to 11am instead of 1pm due to poker tourney that day  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:webmasterpost408@gmail.com


. 

 

XI. For the good of the Sons of the American Legion 

 

 

 

 

 

Next meeting will be Dec 7th  @ 11:00am 

   
 

XII. Adjourned 

Commander Michael Saindon adjourned the meeting at 2:16 pm. 

  


