
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to Prepare Your Home for the Best Appraisal Value

When it comes time to sell, refinance, or tap into your home’s equity, the appraisal plays a huge role in determining how much your property is
worth. A higher appraisal can mean more money in your pocket — but it doesn’t just happen by chance. The good news? A little preparation 
can go a long way. Here are practical steps you can take to help your home appraise for its highest possible value: 

1  Boost Your Home’s First Impression 

Curb appeal sets the tone before the appraiser even steps inside. - Mow the lawn, trim hedges, and pull weeds. - Add fresh mulch or flowers 
for a welcoming pop of color. - Clean walkways, porch, and driveway. - Repair visible issues such as broken fencing, loose tiles, or peeling 
paint. Tip: A tidy exterior signals that the home has been well cared for. 

2  Make Minor Repairs You’ve Been Putting Off 

Small, overlooked issues can add up. - Replace burnt-out lightbulbs. - Fix leaky faucets or running toilets. - Repair cracked tiles or chipped 
paint. - Tighten loose door handles and knobs. Tip: Appraisers notice maintenance — a well-kept home often earns a higher condition rating. 

3  Declutter & Deep Clean 

A clean, open space helps your home feel larger and more valuable. - Remove excess furniture and personal items. - Organize closets, 
cabinets, and garages. - Clean windows for maximum natural light. - Consider professional carpet cleaning or floor polishing. Tip: You’re not 
just cleaning — you’re showcasing the home’s space and livability. 

4  Highlight Upgrades & Improvements 

Provide documentation for recent updates such as: - Kitchen or bath remodels - New flooring, windows, or roof 

- HVAC or plumbing upgrades - Energy-efficient features (solar, insulation, smart thermostats) Tip: Gather permits, receipts, or warranties. 
Appraisers love evidence of added value. 

5  Know Your Neighborhood Perks 

Appraisers will compare your home to others nearby. Help them see what makes yours stand out: - Proximity to parks, schools, and shopping 
- Recent neighborhood developments or improvements - Community amenities (pools, trails, clubhouses) Tip: If your neighborhood has low 
HOA dues or special features, mention it. 

6  Create a Welcoming Atmosphere on Appraisal Day 

- Open blinds and turn on lights for a bright feel. - Set the thermostat to a comfortable temperature. - Remove pets (if possible) and minimize 
odors. - Have a simple, neat home — you don’t need to “stage,” but you want it to feel cared for. 

Preparing your home for an appraisal isn’t about expensive remodels — it’s about presentation, upkeep, and showing value. A clean, well-
maintained, and organized home makes a strong impression and helps ensure the appraiser sees it at its very best. If you’re planning to sell or 
refinance and want personalized advice on how to maximize your home’s value, I’d love to help!
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