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How to Challenge Your Property Tax Assessment: A Homeowner’s Guide

Every year, homeowners across Southern California receive their property tax assessment notices. While many accept
these values as final, the truth is that assessments can sometimes be inaccurate—leading you to pay more in property
taxes than you should. At Ni o Appraisal Group , we specialize in helping homeowners understand, review, and when
necessary, challenge their property tax assessments.
Why Your Property Tax Assessment Matters
Your property tax bill is based directly on the assessed value of your home. If your county has overvalued your property,
you could end up paying thousands more in taxes over the years. Even a small adjustment in your home’s assessed value
can mean significant savings.
Common Reasons Assessments Are Too High
e QOutdated Comparables - The county assessor may have used older sales data that doesn’t reflect the current
market.
e Property Condition Not Considered - Assessments don’t always account for deferred maintenance, repairs
needed, or unique property issues.
e Market Changes - Rapid shifts in the real estate market can make an assessment inaccurate, especially after a
cooling period.
e Errors in Public Records - Square footage, number of bedrooms, or lot size may be listed incorrectly.
Steps to Challenge Your Property Tax Assessment
1. Review Your Assessment Notice
Start by carefully reading your property tax notice. Confirm the county’s valuation, lot size, square footage, and property
details are correct.
2. Gather Market Data
Look at recent comparable home sales in your neighborhood. Homes with similar size, age, and location that sold for less
than your assessed value can be powerful evidence.
3. Consider a Professional Appraisal
This is where Ni o Appraisal Group can help. A certified appraisal provides unbiased, credible evidence of your home’s
true market value. Counties are far more likely to accept a professional appraisal than homeowner-submitted estimates.
4, File an Appeal
Counties allow a window of time (usually within 30-60 days of receiving your notice) to file an appeal. You'll need to
submit evidence—such as recent sales data or a professional appraisal—to support your case.
5. Attend the Hearing (if required)
Some appeals are handled by paperwork, others may require you to present your case at a hearing. Bring your
documentation and be prepared to explain why your property’s value is lower than the assessor’s figure.
How Ni o Appraisal Group Can Help
With over 20 years of experience in real estate appraisals across Orange, Los Angeles, Riverside, and San Bernardino
Counties, we know the local markets inside and out. Our detailed, USPAP-compliant reports give you the strongest
foundation to challenge an unfair assessment.
By working with us, you'll receive:
e A certified appraisal backed by local market data
e A clear explanation of how we determined your home’s value
e Support in preparing your appeal documents

Final Thoughts

Don’t pay more in property taxes than you owe. Challenging your assessment might feel overwhelming, but with the right
information and professional support, it’s absolutely achievable.

Contact Ni o Appraisal Group today to discuss your situation and see if a property tax appeal could save you money.





