
 
Court Names of Judges Notes Should This Judge Be Retained? 

(As recommended by the research of Retired 
Administrative Law Judge Donald Bohlken from 
information provided by Iowa Right to Life Guide.) 

Supreme Court: NA   

Court of Appeals: Judge Julie A. 
Schumacher 

Catholic Republican appointed by Branstad to 
district court and 
Reynolds to the Court of Appeals. 

YES 

 Judge Sharon 
Soorholtz-Greer 

Appointed by Governor Reynolds to 
the Court of Appeals. She switched to the 
Democratic Party after her appointment.  

NO 

 Judge John M Sandy Appointed by Governor Reynolds to the Court 
of Appeals. 

YES 

District 5A Judges: Judge Nicholas Alan 
Bailey 

Republican YES 

 Judge Michael K. 
Jacobsen 

No Party, but voted in 3 Democrat primaries 
through 2018, the year he was appointed to the 
bench. Thirteen donations to state Democratic 
candidates and six to Democratic 
county committees. 
 

NO 

 Judge Thomas P. 
Murphy 

No Party. No record on primaries. The Iowa 
Right to Life guide indicates 
that, according to the Iowa Ethics and 
Campaign Disclosure Board, he made one 
contribution to a 
Democratic candidate, but my examination of 
their online files going back to 1990 does not 
confirm 
that. 

YES 

District 5A Associate 
Judges: 

Judge Steven W. 
Guiter 

Republican YES 

 Judge Mark F. 
Schlenker 

No Party. No record on primaries. Gave 
donations to two Republican 
candidates. 
 

YES 

 


