en route

Sunsel
Most Breathtaking View | —
Perhaps, the most memorable memento of Boracay

is the sunest viewed from the White Beach, which

keeps everyons in awe with the sky ohanging ocolors
as the sun readise for it final bow.

-La Boracay
Resort and Spa’s
Private Jetty
mr Astoria Boracay Most Convenient Wiy to Arrive (in
) Half Submerged Sun Loung

= t Poolside Treat

At the center of the reczort iz 3 20m lap pool, with 3 sids deok
where one can lay on half-submerged sun loungers. The peol
area iz surrounded by a teak wood deck with creatively shaped
cresosnt loungers that seem to fioat in mia-air. At the other
end of the pool iz what appeare to be @ moderm soulpture — the
pool enower! This wondsrfully functioning pieoe of art, plus the
244 nanging fishee have become one the moat photographed
iteme at the recort.

Tivo Seasons’ Mojito

o
il

\ BarlLo, the hotel's in-house bar
concoots the best mojito In

| the isiand by blending (not just
crushing and gringing) the mint

sprige with sugar, Bme Juics, light

rum and ioe, making it the perfect

cooktall to beat the hsat.

‘You're in for a royal treat with an experiencs
recreating beauty treatments in ancisnt royal batns.
The firet phase starte with a foot 2pa, folowed

by & hair and scsip mazsaage and lastly, an

exotic organic herb body polieh. Afterwaras, fina
yourseif wrapped in a mixture of roge and jazmine
befors being ushered into a bliseful Vichy shower.
Then, channel Cleopatra and soak in & milk

bath, perfumed by hundreds of flowsr petale. To /

concluds the treatment. find yourssif wrapped in a /
mixture that ensures compiete contentment. Light
meale of awests and tess are served bstween

treatments. Laste four hours and costs 3269 /
P13,420 per person.

Champagne Brunch
b‘m‘ Luxury Lunch

Discovery Shores
Best Service

7 re,
Nami's Ranked #14 by Travel + Lsizure,
Dizoovery Shores has distinguished
itesif for the combination of

Jinovaine rttios and . Kasbah offers a esnsual feast amidst an exotic Morocoan

Who would sy no to this? A bottomisse
ohampagne glass paired with Manami's

2alpicac - superb tenderioin cubse sautéed

with roagted garfic and esrved with refreshing
appls slices and fried awest potato. Enjoy all
and a 180-degres vantage point of Boracay.
Champagne brunch available from 10am to 2pm.

20Uk vibe Within a relaxed beach sstting: stmospheric
lighting, low silver tabies, vibrantty colored oversized sofas
and cushicns accompanied by couscous, tagines and
cocktaile. The Lamb Tagine, Fieh Tagine Sesaouri {a apecialty
from the beautiful coastal city of Ezaaouira) and Cream Dory
White Figh with potatoss and bell peppera are must-tries.

superior oulinary offerings that
refiect global ingpiratione, and
moet of all, a service that combines
efficiency and the time-honored »
graciousness of Filipino hospitality |
- service that's il heart.
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M/S Vianelle

Cruising in Style

Bring your Boracay experience to a whole new level by

cruizing with the M/S Visness Trimaran yacht, which

_{J Real Coffee & Tea Cafeé can be rentsd for a day or a few hours st sunsst ana

Best B’(‘kﬁ“ 'whoee deck can accommodate about 40 pecpie.
Enjoy arinks and yummy hors d'osuvres served

13

Courtyard Bistro’s
Rockefeller Oysters

Seafood Indulgence

The utimate sphrodiaiso: freahly
harvestsd Aklan oysters baked with
Hollandaize, topped with bacen,
mozzarslia & Parmesan wil maks
any mouth water.

Thiz charming cove offers a private retreat for
adventurous traveisrs and coupies looking 10
experience a soenic, unique and peaceful Boracay.
Braathtaking 2ea oiff room view, unrivaled bedrook
architecture ana VIP spesd boat tranafers complete
one's holiday get-away.

Their diches aren't exactly locsl; but, the hearty
26t of tuna pesto omeistte, French toast ana
orewed coffes ic the beat way 10 start your day.

oonbeard; hook up your iPod to the boats speakers.
Perfect for engagements, intimate weadings or that jet
36t party you've always wanted to throw.

Fina Real Coffee’ nipa hut aetting tucksd inlana
near Station 1.

Tivo Seasons’ Suite Heaven
Best Private Party Venue

Shangri-La Boracay
Resort and Spa
Most Exclusive Exape

Dramatically situated on a luen hillside within an eco-
regerve, this spectacular regort offers sensational luxury
to ita discerning gueats. Rioh with sprawling grounds
and eecluced beachee, the resort i & aectination all

ita own with an impreasive variety of restaursnts and
leiaure facifties, incluing a tranquil epa vilage.

Mandala Spa’s
Hilot Trilogy

Best in Holi

Loostsa on a rocky peninsula looking
out over s private bay. the 6714sqm "
detached zpa village complex ie deaignsa |
10 be a ganctuary within the Shangri-La
Rseort. Faciities includs deluxe vilas for
nalf- or ful-cay uze and amaller suites
for hourly reatments. A spa pool iz e&t
within the landscaped gardsng, an idsal
plscs to reiax sfer a treatment or yoga
seesion. Chi offers a host of treatments
basea on Chineas and native Priippine
nealing concepta.
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; Loco Frio
Most Fun Drink

The Pniippines’ and Boracay's firet frozen cocktais-to-go
offer ths fastest and coideat drink with reussbls insulsted
tumblers for maximum pressrved cooinecs. The ime

margarita is most recommended.

Every bite of theae moiat and taaty lemon flavored
cakes ie a Joy to eat. Bring home a box or two to

Swirl’s Fi

share with family and frisnds. Best Mornin v \ J Y -« - 5
¢ : fisc ; g h : ?3 T Stones :
® \ Most Stylish Room Interiors L - Adrenaline Junkies Haven .

Footzee’z

Best Foot Massage Althougnh located in Station 3 and away from the fine white Near Berscay's water eports soene in Bulabog,

B 2and beach, Erus iz reminizoent of boutiqus hotsis with itz 7 Stonee ic a epacious rezort frequented by
Walking bs'ck ot forin the “9?” neo-French/mig-osntury slegance room interore, making surfing aficionadoz. 7 Stones has besn ons of the
:;";9‘;“‘9:"‘9&”:""“9 Daats one's atay at the hotsl quite 8 luxurious one. major sponzors of the 21t Neil Pryde Boracay

exology by Footzee'z, y ) - . . International Funbeard Cup, the region's longest
convenienty located near Buaget ‘) C:l ma’s O'u.,o Liquor {m(l ; R0 Ksobiag S g SR

Martin [/Mal: The massage fests. Char-broiled Lamb Chops [} }

— Tirtiest, Goroak Cusime i ; ‘ idiland Deli
) g Go

Stand-up Paddle Surfing

Best Morming Workout

Offering a unique. enticing and fun dining experience where psopie

1 . Cy tse fla el O
can come together, Cyma celebratse flavor and lifel Opal Heidilana Dslicatsassn offers & wioe array

of fins focd ana an extensive aslection of
wines from Francs, Italy, Spain, Austraia,
Chile and Soutn Africa, to nams a faw.
Find exquisite hame, oold cute, s3usages,
amoked delicscise and dozena of
cheesse plus a varisty of onooolatss from
all over Euope and Australia in the well-
stocked displsy onissrs.

Thiz etarte with uging
a one-dladea paddls,
whilet standing on

a nomal lsngtn
surfooard. Msintaining
your balance can be
quits tough, making
this sport the perfeot
morning workout.

You C1000 Vitamin Drink

Healthiest Drink



‘j/ 28 The Courtyard Bistro’s

RS .

3 Corona beer and Hungry Man’s Burger

=

S Best Combo Meal

~
The Courtyard Biatro iz an intimate gathsring placs, offering an exquisite e = 0

E al free00 dining expsrience witn & soenic ocean view for those looking for Tropic Café’s patatim
a quaint and oozy corner to chow down & good burger and Deer. C(nﬁdH"

It's somewnhat surprising to enoounter &
Faipino-Chinees dish on ths island, Ist sione
one that's not ssafood. But this tsnder
atewed pork knuokis in awest hoisin sauce
will eurely gst mouths watering and i
aefinitely a must try. Tropic Café iz inside
Boracay Tropics, locsted in Station 3.

Don Tito Ristorante Italiano’s
Best Family Restaurant

Abundant with frsen 2eafood, pasta ana breacs everyday,
the sromas from ths weodfirs oven-baked pizzas and freshly
grilled zea fars playfully waft through the reataurant's doore
that open out into the Sulu Sea.

Alta Vista de Boracay < N > 36 Zipline at Fairways
4 > > !

Biggest Condotel Community
12 ) | Best Scenic Thrill |

Beginning above the tenth nols at Farways & Biuswater and
langing on the beach bslow, with an elevation of 80ft above
26a level combined with a cabis length of 300m and a slope
of 30 asgress, Zipline Boracay guarantese a spectacular
view on top of an adrenaine rush that will keep one wanting
for more.

The compisx on the nortn side of
Boracay features al freeco dining, an

infinity pool, & spa, a viewing deck,
Tirue Food game roome and recreationsl zonee,
Most Exotic Food and even barbecus sites. There iz

alzo a family room with a loft. The

A favorite of locale ana visitors pool hag magnificent views of the
alike, Trus Food Boracay Fairways and Bluewster goif oourss
Reataurant serves excellent curries and the surrounding countryside.
prepared by an Ingisn chef. Rogan
Josh (lamb cocked in yogurt ana 2 "y
i tomato) is Nighly recommended; ¢ ) Zuzuni’s
§ chana ki asl ang mushroom L5

e o e o " Sag(malu Pasta

vegetarian Gishee. Heartiest Meal

) Frizbee with your frienas or with the
iglang locale'slong the stratonyofithe White:
Y
Beach Uitimats Tournament, an ultimate

frizbes event, has been held annually since
2008, usuaty during summer.

Zuzunie paata, made of sautéed prawns
pomodoro 2auoce with feta ohesse and t«
spaghetti pasts, ie a perfeot hunger bu:
combination of the Swest and spicy sauce

ve ol leaw INgy taste that will o
you coming baok for more.

Mandarin Spa’s e e
Mango Butter Paraw
Most Refreshing Spa Treatment Best Way to Explore the Island

Similar to a proa, paraw 2ailing iz one of
1he igland's most popular pursuits, and a
graat way to expiore the many beschee and
anorkel sites around Borscay, a2 well a2
neighboring Panay and Carabso lsiands.

An intensive moisturizer, mango
butter has 2oftening and regensrating
properties to the zkin. itz protsctive
sffect againat UV radistion maksa its
a natural sunenieid.
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@ J Ariel’s Point

Boracay’s 30 Beaches
Beach Goers' Heaven
Some etill unexpiored, Boracay leiand has 30 beachee; esven of them include
the ever-famous White Beaoh, which etretohes to four kilomsters of fine sana. Up
nortn iz the Diniwia Bsach with several asif-catering beaoh housss in the arsa.

Most Adventurous Ac y Baling Hai iz next to Diniwid on the westsrn shore, sitting betwesn two rocky oiiffs.

In the northernmest tip of Beracay ana famoue for white ssazhells, Puka Beaoh

Exude that aevil-may-care attitude and Jump off the oliff  faoee the Sibuyan Sea. llig-lligan Beach, on the other hand, festures caves and
at Ariel's Point without hesitation, and oimb back upto  fruit bats. Bulabog Beach is on the other 2ide of the Whits Beach and ie the ideal
the cliff fesling invigorated and ready for more. The thrill  venue for water sports. Laatly, Carabao telang, right soroes Puka Beaon iz 2aid to

2 undsniably acdiotive.

e the "next Boracay” with ite fine white sanads.

NUMBER OF ROOMS 22 rooes 400 roces 12 moms 219 woms 34 rooms
Spials. a =
L  Anahaw Clako (), Sy Bar
Bar Solana Bar (Tapas, Akon Bar
PRICE Doubles tom $64 /P00 Doubies from 8210/ Doutins from $183/P9150  Doutins from $340/ Doubloa tom $196 / PHO00
10,600 PI7.000
CONTACT B2 shangiia
46336 288 3442 ‘com, +632 633 1393, 480 8907, 46336288 6753 | bomcayboracaymece, 4622 413 6003, 4639 288
6336 288 6587 46336 208 4988 434
SHERYL SAYS. 1 their Ther Maramis bottombas. Portoct for honoymooram  Stayng in Sulo Hoers

LOCATION Station 1
DESCRIPTION L Astoria otiors azosty vbe  This chamming backock. Rarknd among e Top
and With oolors agua, toal, ke resort dts cn acitna 15 hotals n Asia, this frst
rooma, 1 hotal ollers hitsico, 5 almation ‘groan and soptistcated ‘s0ankc and poacal partof  upacalo rescrt in Bomaay
nothing Inss than he keary  prosants oyocandy)  Boracay - Dinkeid. Tho vilas | is famous for B top.
in thair itos. y surning
awaty Fom home. Tha tamily soaand Tre bbby ] and
@t has its own Jaczzi mountaing rogares of pock e takp canter stagn  formatian, making 2 very mast aspocially thair
and audoce Whero 0N 5. ARa Vista has  with 244 piecas of styload  private, trancud andla Impoccatin sanioa.
lafts good for a family of sk, angal o portect O foatuo
b0 swimming Info & 'wawe' Just outsicio ane of the
wall restaurants s 1o 14m high
watortal that cascacos
from an nfindy pool
complemantad by a poot
bar
NUMBER OF ROOMS | 26 moms 600 rooms 39 rooms. 12 rooms &8 rooms
EAT/DRINK 7 Notes Cadh and pooksie | Calt Vista. W Calth and Bar Criscstomo Bar Incigo, Phatios, Sands
bar Rostarant, Sunsot Bar FRostaumnt, Quchsard Bar
PRICE Doutins from $150/PS000  Doubles om §78/P3866  Doubles om $154/PT700 | Doubles fom 8210/ Doublos tom $350 /
P10,500 P17,500
CONTACT e
8137740, 632 4053 2672 4632910 0657, 4633 288 4279 com, +632 720 8888,
+6336 288 1601 46336 288 4801 46336288 1111 6336 268 4500
SHERYL SAYS... Spending time at the Acquim a pibce of proparty  Boracay's nowest addtion ™ Pum and
Poolsico bar is a must at Ata Vista and have is incoodt irash, hip andt wtor bilss!
50ma rotod calnriSos as | tendy.
raightors.

where’s the After-Party?
How modernism, infrastructure and city culture are affecting and redefining Boracay’s natural ecology and what needs to
be done to help save the island

050 conoept of ik aro Aow urgIng for stuckes 1o bo

odbes and cnu.n.-. swaaty ovar adrenaine pumping sdand,
o disach \rm.:n

why timo
in-<harge of the nowty statiishod emrnmant o
be

. srest: Abori said that E. coll m
apo that's disappasing by trylng 1o moar & satthmont. An i
7 a-woek malody that has beoos
ing of tacie In murionts, mostly e
Soa grass romains ab
Now wo 500 wotiincts r~n.:ro1 0 wator parks that hope 10 addwss the need
oot andd more acthisos 1 koo ands of 8 50a grasses whose murents aro dorked
o nd wp and coral detris owing
ontribute a lot 10 an iskand's ecosystom. It is considered 10 have one of the oocasionally visit the ishind.
systoms and s h e g birds and Othar fo hat camas with the infusx of tourists would bo garbage,
that tha thousands of pacpio visiting the island produce Fom
0 " ‘onough that the local government
rogularly acthaos p garbage akong the shor as iand trash
continuas to pio up witho
overdavalopment and over.
prompted Ationza 1o ! 5 statement in a GMA Nows report: *Boracay Isand
w0 then Malsy mayor Cicaron Cawaling for derckiction of uty vorr
dovelopmant in the istand resulied in the migration of many skiled

.
Inthe end, e 'x'rlnrn-n I —— e on the herde
 thair fvelhood sustainab
tops in making suro the prox
o, ceus RITCHE T, SALGADO, PTRP




fn Route

ler’s guide to Boracay

‘The island's well-guarded secret from
the 70s boasts of fine white sand, Forious
sunsets and now, a rapidly growing
community. Here are 40 fantastic ways to
enjoy the island as we unveil the beach’s true
colors and pave its way back to innocence

produced by SHERYL SONGSONG
photopraphy PAOLO BUENDIA AND ROB CHAN

Introduction




el guide

heyve tried ana

& HIP, HISTORIC VILLA IL SALVIATINO IN FLORENCE 7 MODERN DECADENCE AT BLAKES HOTEL N
LONDON 8 ELEGANT ARABESQUE SUITES IN NOIR D’ LVOIRE IN MARRAKECH 9 CONTEMPORARY
ELEGANCE CHIC AT CAPELLA SINGAPORE IN SINGAPORE 10 COLONIAL SAFARI STAY AT ROYAL
MALEWANE IN THE KRUGER NATIONAL PARK

r the complee list of
s Smith's 52 Best Beds,
2-bestbeds

1 THE CHARMING DESIGNER DEN AT CROSBY
STREET HOTEL IN NEW YORK 2 LUXE WORTHY
VIEWS AT SOUTHERN OCEAN LODGE,
KANGAROO ISLAND 3 SLEEK SEA-KISSED
SANCTUARY ALILA VILLAS SOORI IN BALI

4 HERTAGE MODERN HAVEN THE SIAM IN
BANGKOK § LAVISH LEFT BANK BOUDOR IN
LU'HOTEL, PARISA

142 ASHON ARCHTECTURE 2013



I #'s orientakinspired modem opulence
hat floats your boat, head fo the.
Anouska Hempel-designed La Si
Westin wel-bred Bayswater. Cpeﬁ:u
in August last yeor, this retreat in o isted
buiding has chef Victor Garvey (of
Copenhagen’s Noma fame)] of the
helm of the forward-hinking re:

Doubles from U3$219.00

10 years of tavelling the world
m[}f:'n'ln tﬁeb:fnbowq:xebohbda.
the horel experss at Mr & Mrs Smith
have discovered its the dassic hawnts of
Paris and London llmzdwd)am

Sforairy in Europe

The Ampersand Hotel in South Kensingfon made iz debut last summer. Boutique

luxury in London doesn't get much more accompizhed than this: the inferior

design (and the cockial menu) i inspired by the sumounding muzeums, with

references o botany, music, geometry, omithology and asironomy. What befter
daceming dscourie & deus? Doubles fom US$250.00

For a dash of gourmet gastro in the center of the city,
Mr & Mes Smith's newest fip is the ranquil Grating
Goat. Tucked away behind Marble Arch, there are
just eight rooms; despite their central locafion, each i
styled with lashings of countryside character. Doubles
from US$254.00

140 PASHON ARCHITECTURE 2013 SUCEMAGAZNE P

Just off the Champz-Bysée, Hotel Keppler

i ol imposing Haussmanmian fownhouze

on the outsde; inside, designer Pieme-Yves
Rochon ha: signed off a zophisficated
meeding of high-zociety modern style

with camped-up classicism. Riddled with
aicove:, plastered with frescce: and dotted
with infiguing artefacts, the hotel has an ar
of opulence. Book a monthin advance for
an excluzive 10% off, including breakdast,
from now unfil the end of August. Doubles
from US$498.00

contemparary
intesior. Book 21

from LbS’m 00

With delightfully mismatched inferiors by
designer India Mahdavi, Hatel Thoumieux
5z in the mast cuiured paich of Paris. #'s

eccenticaly beaufiul throughout, but

cuisine
is the main aﬂmdon_ Duubles from US$249.00

A PASSION

than Hatel Daniel. This E—

breathtakingly beaui@ul ‘| —k .
{:

hotelin Pars & a feast (L2
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ing at The Luxe Manor is like living ous an Alice momens—an
[venture 1o remem

WRITER, SHERYL SONGSONG  PHOTOGRAPHER, KERWIN KABER YU

Over the top. Surreal. Elasive. The Luxe Manar (pronounced as ‘deluxe manor’)
‘makes jaws drop upon entering its lobby through the unassuming facade fronting
the busy Kimberley Road in Tsim Sha Taui. Managed by GRS Leisure Concept
Ltg, a Hong Kong based hospitality group, this stylish, surrealism.inspired
boutique hotel boasts of 153 guest rooms and six thematic (and mind blowing)
suites; Dada, the property’s bar and Jounge; FINDS, the icanic Nordic restaurant;
and GE Gastrenomy Extra Ordinaire. Hotel guests, hold on tight. The story of
The Luxe Manar's distinct accommodation, dining and drinking outlets is just
unfolding.

Inspired by Spanish architect Antonio Gaudi, the lobby, with its copper and
gold finishes, is entered through a door with bells installed in it (to make 2 sound
when opened —something Feng Shui), a waterfall and ceystal lighting. This
symbolizes a gatewny to the mystical world of surrealism. Unlike most hotels,
this main entrance is found on the right side of the property; and as mentioned
carlier, there is an alternate and understated entrance found on the main street
o easily locate the hotel. Designed by kacrusDESIGN, the Hooring in the lobby
is mosaic, patterned after a unicyele, large clock and compass, which represents
a distortion of ime and space. The custom-made ‘Old Master Q Chair' is the
center of attention, dedicated to the legacy of Joseph Wong's famous Old Master
Q comic series. With its unique mix and match of accent pieces as well as dark
tones of magenta, gok and black, the lobby is an interesting bomage to the old
and pew.

105 FASHON ARCHITECTURE 2013

THE LUKE MANOR
Ki ricy Road,

39
Thim Sha T, Hong Kong
™ 5558
thelerenmor.com

LEFt DOOR KNOCKERS ON THE 1234
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Ostentatious as it may seem, the thematic suites on the 12th Boor give

guests an experience like 0o otber, Clever designs by David Baffery and Aedas
Inteiors wuly give the wow facior, artiog wth-Lissan. A bespoke ound
bed (char would probably make brows caise) with Veneti

VIR TR ARNOSHON fumniture give off a romatic fair. “Is bound to put anyone in the mood.' ays
THE LOBSY'S HUGE the hotel staff. The ‘Safari,' on the otherhand, receives a Middle Eastern luxury
DOOKS REFLECT A b OF experience under the desert stars (yes, there are lights blinking on the ceiling),
e et s complete with a retractable tent and Turkish bath. Up for a ghial night? The
persitersypampgrebioni “Nordic' is decorated with ice-like furniture, Check cut the uber cool bathroom
HALLWAYS I LLIE MANOR: sink (pun intended). The ‘Mirage,” meanwhile is the icing on the cake as it
THE SINK AT MIRAGE, WHICH & beings surrealism to the next level. This suite has fakse doorknobs, mompe loed
ESMBIBCHE OPA GIOANTS wnhmddnpnyudndnbumnvuhuknd faux finishes and furniture
pcioapdaiord i ‘pieces and accessaries that look like they're sbout to fil. . what a sensory
THE LUXE MANGR OPPOSITE avulu-d! It's such an interactive experience that guests should ry at least once.
PAGE AFE YOU WONDENNG Meanwhile, the other guest rooms are as equally exciting (and beautiful) as
"‘“:‘oo’“:"o'::x: the suites, but in 2 moce subdued manner. The kitschy features continue in-

room: there’s a faux fireplace below the at screen TV with a guilded frame on
one wall, and this seyle continues above the bed, where you'll see handpainted
picture frames that give an old.workd feel. Although the delure room isa bit
small, ie's comfortable and equipped with a marble bathroom and rainshower.
Exclusive privileges are also complimentary for dehuxe room guests o enjoy:
‘mini bar and buffet breakfast ar FINDS; 15 to 50% discounts on beverages and
food at Dada; a souvenic snap with framing taken anywhere in the hotel during
your seay; intimate turndown amenities with a personalized card and delicate
homemade pastry; deluxe Gilchrist & Soames collection of anticxidant-rich
botanical bathroom amenities from the UK; and free shoe shining, pressing and
dry cleaning for one suit or irem. What a trear!
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Its comman for botels to have functian rooms, but The Lixe Manor brings
it to a whole new level by carrying the allure in the suites to its three private
rooms. Each room is special in its awn way: One is inspired from the heavens
with lush white curtsins resembling angel's wings. The ceiling offers the illusion
that angels are stepping down from abave. The sscond room contrasts the
aforementioned, with its dark and devilish features reminisceat of a scene from
the ilm “The Devil's Advocate. The Bery, lava-like Booring ssems to brcil when
stepped on. This room is o considered the chef's table—with exclusive views
of the open kitchen. The third and last rocen is dreamy and forest.like—its
reluxing vibe is immaculate and fresh with foliage covering the walks and ceilings
of the room. Areait all these 50 theatrical?

Moving on to gastronomic delights, the cleverly named FINDS (an acrcaym
for Finland, Iceland, Norway, Denmark and Sweden) is the only Nardic
restaurant in the Pearl River Delta. Celebrity chef Jaakko Sorsa takes the helm
in the kitchen and comes up with signature dishes such as Salmon in Six Ways,
Nordic Seafood Platter and Daim Parfait Dessert, just t name a few. One of
the desserts, the white chocolate cornflake clusters with muesli sprinkled with
raspberry and yogurt ice cream ca the side, is absolutely an amasing treat! Please
do try it. The restaurant is green and sustainable, offering vegetarian dishes
and a wide range of seafood options. Located on the first floor, the interiors of
FINDS is fun and relaxed, resembling a colorful Nordic summer using Paul
Smith and Missoni fabrics.

As if the eclecticism of this boutique hotel basn' reached its quota, ane may
find himself at the whimsical Dada Bar + Lounge. It s inspired by the Dadaism
art £ the early 20th y—swhere nothing is quite it ssems. The
space is a viswal ized chaics, thrones, beartshaped seats with
wings, and a bar with silver horses and a lion “ready to jump out.* They will
keep you in good company in addition to the live band performing every Friday
and Saturday night.

After all that's been said, do you think this botel is another flight of fancy, or
are you ready to capture your imagination? Pack your bags, baok a night or two,
and ge ready for your *Alice in Wonderland” adventure. SPACE

ABOVE ALL ABOARDN A DINING AREA THAT
GIVES YOU THE LLUSION OF BENG INSIDE
A TEAR RIGHT HO, THE ROOM WAS NOT

VANDELZED, IT'S PART OF THE CHARM OF
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SHANGRI
i Sha Tiui E4
Hong Kang

oo
kombomshmngri

MAKING MEMORIES

I¢s hard 0 ssay away from Kowloon S/Mrsn’-La. If floor-ro~ceiling views

of the harbour and approachable staff dor's make a good hotel stay, then
what does?

WRITER, SHERYL SONGSONG

“There a line of high-gloss hotels in Hong Keng, but to some, there’s one that

call home whatever part of the world they may be. The Shangri-La chain of
hotels s a household name, an ilustrious brand in the hotel industry: And when
given a chance to stay in one of them, you jump at it. Such is the case in Kowloon
Shangri-La, a dreamy hotel located in the trendy Tsim Sha Trui East, redefining
classic humary without being stuffy. Its their service thar makes people come back,
and gussts wouldnk want it any other way.

Kowloon Shangri-La offers a regal experience to guests, starting with its
chauffeur.driven limousine secvice fram the aitport to the horel, which provides
guests free Wii as well a refreshments and an in-car massage to help fight
any wearies from long flights. The lobby; clad in Italian marble with touches of
grandeu, has an old world feel that is ghmorous and comfortable at the same time.
Itis indeed a multi-sensory treat with fresh fowers, a live harpist and pianist, and
ceystal chandeliers reassuring guests a lovely stay.

There are 688 guestrooms, and 1am locky to have a Harbour View Room that
‘made my mornings (and nights) more pleasant than usual. Time doss seem to stand
aill when you gaze at the harbour view. Rooms are very spacious, well-squipped,
and the marble bathroom is so beautiful and relaxing. I¢'s nothing but quie,
pampering moments in-room, while I sip my tea and savor light snacks Jef a the
mini-bar during turndown. If you haven't sepe like a baby in months, you are
guarancesd a sweet slamber in their cozy and soug beds. Arriving at the botel almost
midnight, 1 just melted between the softest pillows and duver.



travel & leisure

Just like scenes in a marvie, I fiod myself having a wonderful time the pexe
day, thanks to the wide-range of restaurants made available in the hotel. Lunch
‘was at the Michelin-starred Shang Palace, and 1ate Cantonese food with so
‘much gusta, Appetizer was a plare of Steamed scallop dumplings, Roasted
pork belly and Steamed shrimp dumplings. Up next, the baked bamboo
charcoal noodles and sliced abalone in cheese sauce served in mini pumpkin
is truly an unforgectable dish. Lastly, my favorite walnut pastry caps off the
meal. IF all this dossn't make your mouths water, there are other restaurants o
choose from. Japanese Nadaman serves kaiseki dioners, Italian Angelini offers
the freshest Iralian menu; and Tapas Bar allows you to enjoy new world wines
and international tapas. In the spitit of Shangri- Las famous buffet speeads,
complimentary internaticaal breafast is served daily at Cafe Kool; and you can
erab your favorite signarure Shangri-La sacks over ar Deli Kool

Open since 1981, guests will never forget Kowhoon Shangri-La's attention
to detail. From simple reminders of what day it is (check out the elevator
carpets, changed daily to reflect the day) to the more intricate elements that
‘make Shangri-La what it is... (How could one forget the delicate fountain with
Mosaic interior, custom-made carpeting with swirling fans design, and the
enchanting two giant murals depicting the mythical valley of Shangri-La made
by British artist Malcolm Golding?) These are worth marveling about for
long time.

They say that for any establishment, being in a good Jocation is everything.
Kowloon Shangri-La has got it all covered. Great Jocatico. Beautiful hotel.
Excellent and warm service. What more can you ask for?

Before leaving, please look for the butler, an ald man who's been in service
at the Shangri. La loger than most of its corporate staff. He'll be the coe with
the biggest senile wishing you a safe journe Shake his hand; it will keep you
‘warm for the rest of your life. SPACE
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Often overlooked for its larger and better kn bors,
Oman is now one of the most sought after des fions with a
distinct scenery where mountains, desert and sea meet. Ripe for
discovery, editor in chief Sheryl Songsong shares her experience
at Shangri-La Barr Al Jissah a resort for sunbathing and spas while
in pursuit of Arabian nights
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Growing up here, I've never been in this part of the Sultanate. Uphill, T drove
past the Muttrah district, the old city of Muscat. I bear witness to a scenic view
of limestone, mountains and Gulf of Oman and I am very much in awe. As I
enter the Shangri-La Barr Al Jissah Resort and Spa, I've never seen such lovely
textures and colors collide so beautifully. Secing this rugged mountain backdrop
and Oman coastline in front of me marks the beginning of my Moorish-
inspired retreat.

The Shangri-La Barr Al Jissah is a three-horel luxury resort, a first for both
Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts and even for Oman, situated in 124 acres of
land only 20 minutes away from Muttrah and 45 minutes away from the
international airport. The property comprises the exclusive Al Husn (The
Castle), Al Bandar (The Town) and the family-oriented Al Waha (The Oasis).
All 640 rooms and suites overlook the Sea of Oman, providing guests with 500
meters of beach.

Night was falling when I check in at Al Husn, which offers highly
personalized service. I feels like reliving a “Carrie moment,” entering a scene
from the movie Sex and the City 2 as I step inside the high dome lobby with
butlers and staff greeting me. To my left, I notice the concierge and reception
arcas, and o my right, a lounge area offers plush seating with free-lowing
Omani coffec and dates. My first steps inside are so memorable; the architecture
is inspired by historic Omani forts reflecting a fusion of Moorish design in the
style of Alhambra, with Portuguese influence at the helm. Just before I hop
inside the clevator, one of the main highlights of Al Husn's architecture, the
central courtyard, winks at me. It has been deliberately left empty wich only a
fountain and lighted palm trees dotting the area. It serves as a simple reminder
of what I can't wait to explore the moment the sun rises tomorrow.

A 56sqm deluxe sea view room with terrace is home until the following day.
‘The bathroom is distinctively designed with sliding glass pancls, which will
allow me a good view of the sea while luxuriating in the bath.
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LEFT AL HUSN HOTEL SUITE BALCONY
VIEW ABOVE THE AL BANDAR BEACH TOP
LEFT GUESTS OF THE AL HUSN HOTEL HAVE
EXCLUSIVE ACCESS TO ITs COURTYARD
TOP RIGHT THE AL BANDAR LOBBY AND
CHANDELIER OPPOSITE PAGE THE AL
WAHA HOTEL LOBBY VIEW

. ‘ "’y _ awelcome note, some Frankincense, drinks and Omani sweets. I enjoy these
.\‘_‘!‘.'/-/ treats as T warch the sun set while noticing how serene the whole property

. = is. My visit coincides with the Holy Month of Ramadan, a time of spiricual
reflection, fasting and worship for the Islam community. Even though I wasn't
Muslim, this is indeed a special time for me o rest, reflect, reconnect and
rejuvenate. And, there’s no beteer place to do this than in Shangri-La.
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LEFT CH, THE SPA
PRODUCTS FAR LEFT
SHAHRAZAD MOROCCAN
RESTAURANT ENTRANCE
BELOW CHILDREN AT THE
OMANI HERTAGE VILLAGE

As the evening presscs on, I learn that Shangri-La Barr Al Jissah has
total of 20 dining options, from poolside snacks to specialty and fine dining
restaurancs: Lebancse, Moroccan, Italian, Middle Eastern, Indian, Asian and
South American. I am instantly mesmerized by the Shahrazad, an award-
winning Moroccan restaurant that features authentic cuisine and nightly live
entercainment. With so many options, I dine with my family at the Baic Al Bahr
situated in between Al Waha and Al Bandar horels. It serves a range of mouth-
watcring seafood dishes (my mother’s favoritc), cooked and grilled fresh as you
order. For appetizers, we have king prawn tempura and cold teriyaki salmon
noodles. Our main course included a plate of pan-fricd sca bass, ravioli of goat
cheese and braised kingfish, and for dessert, the dark chocolate and hazelnut
fudge is most recommended. The staff is quick to offer a buggy ride back to Al
Husn, but I prefer to walk on the pebble pathway with the soft sound of waves § Hor ¢ c
crashing kecping me company. I€s quite a long walk back, but perhaps the most in Oman. Ifs nice to know that guests of Al Husn can enjoy the exclusive
serene T've experienced in a long time. It is the perfect way to end the day and use of a dedicated private gym offering state-of-the-art equipment, a private
e seadsy for u pood iphts slecps beach and bar, infinity pool, a library and a separate carly check-in or late
Mt wimaith. The vl femperine ide conisarwmi i siees check-out lounge. All rooms are provided with butler service and all Al Husn
warmth outdoors, and I welcome this respite. I begin to unpack utilizing the guests are encouraged to take advantage of daily afternoon tea at the lobby
spacious walk-in-closet and enjoy a quick shower using the Loccitane Verbena lounge, complimentary iPod rental with personalized music selection and
line conveniently provided by the hotel. The bed is definitely comfortable and complimentary selected beverages from their in-room minibar. .
all I remember is looking at the Moorish fretwork and bedside lamp above me My tour begins with Al Bandar, which means “The Town.” The architecture
as 1 doze off o slecp. is inspired by old Muscat, featuring buildings of varying heights and a variety
At7:30am the following day, I am first to arrive at the Sultanah for breakfast. of ornate balconics. The five-star deluxe property provides 198 guestrooms,
Ifind it so amusing that guests are truly on vacation mode and didn't bother cach offering a minimum of 45 sqm of space and a balcony with views of the
coming down carly for breakfast. Named afcer the first Oman ship to sail in garden, sea or swimming pool. A true representation of its name, Al Bandar
America, Sultanah’ architecture resembles this ship, meant to look like it was has aselection of food and beverage outlets that cater to all guests’ dining
docked by the beach. There is an attractive water feature outside this restaurant, preferences: Al Tanoor, an award-winning restaurant serving Middle Eastern and
which creates the impression of being at sca. Marina, the server that morning, international cuisine buffet style with live cooking stations; The Capri Courc is
is 50 accommodating and quickly offers me 4 strawberry smoothic, lime and an clegant restaurant that offers traditional Iralian cuisine; Tapas, located on the
berry palette cleanser and cappuccino to begin my meal. Eggs Benedic, Turkey Sablah, features al fresco dining and serves Mediterrancan and Asian tapas as
i i 151 06 it b e i o7 i Gk CSUR R LG well as Oriental meze; The Piano Lounge, a stylish cockeail bar with an outdoor
I thought the food couldlt get any berter, I am offered some hot food from terrace overlooks the Sablah. Circles, on the other hand, is a poolside café,
the kitchen, a small serving of stecamed kingfish and eggplant. Being the sweet which serves refreshing cocktails and mouth-watering pizzas, salads, pastas and
wootlythet T 4,  lelped syseléwithia fow picces of Asabic sweets to'cap off siy other snacks. Lastly, the Long Bar, features an extensive wine list with indoor

breakfast. This is defnrely a morning meal fit for a king (or queen), and I leave and outdoor seating. (Traveler’s tip: Wine bars are covered up and closed during
the restaurant with a very happy stomach. Ramadan in obscrvance of the Holy Month of reflection and fasting).

‘»;

LEFT PRIVATE MARINA ABOVE AL BANDAR SIDAB & QURAYAT FUNCTION ROOMS BELOW AL HUSN
HOTEL MAIN ENTRANCE

While guests staying at Al Husn are welcome to enjoy the facilities of the
entie three-hotel resort, the services and facilities at Al Husn are for the
exclusive use and enjoyment of guests staying in the hotel. With its spectacular
sctting and outstanding facilities created to the exacting specifications of
Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts, Al Husn has set new standards of service
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LEFT SULTANAH, THE RESTAURANT REMINISCENT OF THE FIRST OMANI SHIP BELOW, LEFT

FABRIC LOOMS AT THE OMANI HERTAGE VILLAGE RIGHT OMANI DOORMEN WEARING
ATRADITIONAL L WHICH 1§ A

WORN AS A CENTER BELT BY OMANI MEN

LEFT ONE OF THE WATERSPORT ACTIVITIES, KAVAKING ABOVE THE
ART OF HENNA TATTOO TOP A LITILE BOY TINKERING WITH ONE OF

THE SLVER PRODUCE AT THE OMANI HERTAGE VILLAGE BELOW

BAT ALBHAR he foot of a mpuntain range, I request to drive by the vehicular access to the.

AT ing “the oasis”), which has been made possible by a fabricated tunnel. Tts

architecture is traditional Dhofari, from the southern region of Oman. Al Waha is regarded

as the family hotel offering a wide range of facilities for families and children, such as a

children’s club, air-conditioned indoor and outdoor play arca featuring an old Omani dhow,

a toddler’s pool with a rubber-cushioned flooring, a ool for older children in the shape ofa.

water mushroom, and babysitting services.

I'm whisked off to my favorite area in the resort, Chi, The Spa at Shangri-La. Here, they
introduce a blend of Chinese and Himalayan beauty and well-being rituals and for the first
time at Chi, Omani and Middle Eastern healing practices and architectural features are
incorporated into the spa experience. There are 12 luxurious private spa suites and villas in}

a secluded, village-like setting with lush gardens. Each has a private bathroom and vanity

area, shower, bath and relaxation arca, and an outdoor garden court complete with sunbeds.

and outdoor showers. In addition to signature Chi treatments, locally grown frankincense

is incorporated in essential oils and clays providing a Middle Eastern sensory experience

in the form of facials, body wraps, scrubs, bath oils and soap. The four-house signature

Exotic Serenity Ritual is a must try. The treatment starts off with a fragrant bath enhanced RERERNTY FOOL BELOW SEA VE
with frankincense and a sandalwood scrub followed by a rose wrap, and finishes with a FOOM & AL
frankincense and rose petal bath, full-body massage and facial. To say that the experience is s

heavenly is an understatement. You will leave the spa toned, soft and relaxed, as if healing

hands just brought you back to vitality.

I spend the rest of the afternoon lounging at the 100m private beach at Al Husn, walking
around the property exploring on my own and skipping lunch altogether to feast on
afternoon tea, which was served at 3:45 in the Sultanah Restaurant. Afterwards, T head to
the Omani Heritage Village, where well-preserved local culture and architecture blend into a
remarkable landscape. I see the filaj, a traditional water management system, and also view
local artisans at work demonstrating traditional craftwork such as kbanjar and silver making,
henna tattoo decoration and portery. Before sundown, I go for a camel ride at the beachfra
and my last stop is at the Al Mazaar Souk and art gallery. It nice to see modern works frof
local artists and photographers. I buy a kaftan as a remembrance of this souk and I look
forward to wearing it back in Manila.

Night has come once again and I spend my last few minutes in the resort by the beach,
feet up, trying to memorize the salty smell of the air. The butler signals my father’s arrival,
ready to drive me back to the city. I bring with me Shangri-La and memories of dramatic
mountains, vast deserts, decp blue waters and imposing forts. T will never forget chis place.
When you come here, neither will you.

From Sinbad the Sailor to the Queen of Sheba, Oman embadies the true essence and
| HAE ¢ mystique of Arabia.

'ABOVE LEFT AL WAHA HOTEL BALCONY VIEW ABOVE RIGHT AL BANDAR SOUQ ORNAMENTS RIGHT AL BANDAR HOTEL As T drive back to the city, I'm already thinking about returning. T am counting the
PIANOLOUNGE days... SPACE
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Mr & Mn Saithis a
Sewtsgue travd specialist
with ax expert eye for sylish
Dotlidays. Each property is

visited personslly, reviewed

axanymeusly amd regudarly
rearsessed, so they krew

they sffer the best batels and
progerties in the warld.

HOTEL GUIDE

SYDNEY & SURROUNDS

What's hip, chic and comfy as recommended by Mr & Mrs Smith

ESTABLISHMENT

SPICERS
'INEYARDS ESTATE

LOCATION 5 Bridge Lane 49 Market Street 267 Darlinghurst Road 107 The Scenic Road 555 Hermitage Road
Woodford NSW 2778 Sydney NSW 2000 Darlinghurst Kilkare Heights NSW  Pokalbin NSW 2320
NSW 2010 2257 (Central Coast)  (Hunter Valley)
DESCRIPTION You can drink, dine, Sexy, sassy and stylish, In the heart of Sydney’s  Bells ar Kilkare takes Set amang a patchwork
dance and sleep at QT Sydney boutique happening Darlinghurst  the best of country; of grapevines and
the Establishment botel has ber party district, luoary coastal and city chic kitchen gardens, Spicers
Hotel, an achingly hip shoes onand is boutique hotel Medusa  to make a boutique Vineyards Estate hotel
everything-under-one- ready to dance. This is both a tranquil chill- bouillabaisse which is in the Hunter Valley
roof design destination  super-central design out zone and the ideal part hotel, part chef’s- ticks all the boxes for
in the heart of Sydney’s  diva is carved out launch pad for getting hatted.-restaurant, part a romantic weekend
buzzy business district. of the historic State the best from the city: private retreat. Stefano away, thanks to its
The owner's concept is Theatre and Gowings With vibrant rooms set ~ Manfredi brings New noted restaurant, world-
a big, glam food-and- department stare around a pastel-peetty Italian heartiness to the  class wine cellar and
drink emporium with buildings, blending courtyard and reflection kitchen, while classic coxy communal areas,
a host of experiences Gothic, art deco and pool, it’s stylish and Australia awaits on
to choose from, each Italianate architacture intimate, with in-the- the surf beaches and
one captivating and with quicky-but- know staff who'll ensure  walking trails of the
unique in its own way, cool interiors. Door you're plugged into surrounding Bouddi
with a luxe, party-tastic  gals dressed in saucy local hotspots on arrival ~ National Park, just
atmospbere. uniforms, buzzy 90 minutes north of
drinking and dining, Sydney
and a hip day spa?
We're smitten.
WHAT TO A multi-tasking A theatrical temptress A colorful Classy seaside chic in A vine romance modern
EXPECT pleasure palacein in Sydney's happening contemporary setting in ~ graceful Central Coast manor house
Sydney’s ghmorous beart a Boho urban village gardens
CBD
00 ¥ i : ing 10 B80S Including nine S i - IR,
ROOMS owo penthouse suites uites and two |
EAT/DRINK Est., run by renowned Gowings Bar & Grill, A Tavoh sports seek The grand main dining ~ Chef Mark Stapleton's
head chef Peter Dayle belmed by head chef communal tables and room, overlooking the Restaurant Botanica
Paul Easson under the a tasty [talian menu gardens, is the spiritual
creative directica of just a short walk from heart of Bells ar Killcare
Sydney restaurateur Madusa
Robert Marchetti
PRICE wrerrevereverevereesseessessreons Double rooms Double rooms SRR Double rooms
from AUS 195
(around US$203 /
CONTACT +61 29240 3100 +61 2 8262 0000 +61 29331 1000 +81 2 4380 2411 +61 1300 192 868
mrandmrssmith.com/ mvandmrssmith.com/ mrandmessimith.comy mrandmrssmith.com’ mandmrssmith.com/’
establishment-hotel Qt-sydney meduse bedls-at-kiloare spicers-vineyards-
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