
The fight for people’s 
right to clean air

Andrea Lee

October 2020

Campaigns and Policy Manager, Clean Air



ClientEarth vs SSEFRA
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A government priority?
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“We have taken action, but there is 

more to do and we will do it.”
Theresa May PM, 2 November 2016

The Government "should not have been 

in a position where ClientEarth had to 

take us to court." 
Michael Gove SoSEFRA, 18 April 2018
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Driving action

• 61 English LAs directed to carry out 

feasibility studies

• Commitments by Welsh and Scottish 

governments 

• Improvements to London LEZ & ULEZ

• CAZs to be launched in Bath & 

Birmingham in 2021

• Over £800m funding for English LAs

• National fiscal measures
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But still a way to go

• Government has passed the buck to 

local authorities

• CAZs continue to be delayed, 

weakened or rowed back on

• 26 English LAs still yet to submit final 

plans

• No plan from Highways England

• Slow & weak progress by Welsh and 

Scottish governments 

• Lack of help and support for people and 

businesses



The lifelong impacts of air pollution
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Urgent and long-term 
action
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• Phasing out the most polluting vehicles 

from towns and cities needs to be a 

priority

• Fewer vehicles on the road and those 

that remain to be the cleanest possible

• A comprehensive long-term strategy & 

stronger laws to make the UK a world 

leader in clean air



Thank you

Andrea Lee

Campaigns & Policy Manager, Clean Air

alee@clientearth.org


