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R A M O N A  G A R D E N  C LU B,  R A M O N A  C A  
A  C G C I  B L U E  R I B B O N  C L U B  

November 2025 

The Real Dirt  

General Meeting: November 12, 2025 

Mountain View Community Church 1191 Meadowlark Way, Ramona  

Doors open at 11:15 am  10:00 am Board Meeting  

November Speaker:  Linda Stewart  

“What’s this bug and what do we do about it?”  

Come meet Linda Stewart, at our November 12 meeting, at the   
Ramona Garden Club! 

   Linda is a retired registered nurse, where she loved to nurture 
new babies and mothers, and taught new parents, nursing      

students, nurses, and occasionally, even doctors!  
 

   After retiring, she turned to nurturing plants, and she spent 
several years as a docent at the San Diego Botanical Gardens, in Encinitas.  

 
   She now spends her time as a Master Gardener teaching, and she loves     

sharing her knowledge, and wisdom about the plant world.   
    She will be speaking to us on garden pests, and her talk is titled,            

“What’s this bug and what do we do about it?”       
 

   In between her volunteering, Linda enjoys traveling, and hopes to visit all of 
the countries in Europe, while she can still smell the Roses, and Wisteria!   

 
Join us for an fun and informative speaker.  We will be having our Thanksgiving 

Potluck before the speaker.  See page 4 for information on what to bring.   
 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘŀōƭŜΗ  
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Robert’s President’s Message  

If October seemed to fly by faster than usual, it may have been 

because you were busy helping your club prepare for the Fall 

plant and craft sale held on Saturday, November 1
st
.  

 

During October, several craft workshops were completed to decorate hand-crafted 

birdhouses, and assemble beautiful fairy sticks to brighten any garden, thank you 

Michelle. We also completed workshops to decorate hand-crafted bee hotels, as 

well as creating pumpkin succulent displays, thank you Diane. Our third workshop 

created innovative fairly gardens for indoor or outdoor displaying, thank you      

Bonnie.  All workshops offered during October were to create items to support the 

November 1, plant and craft sale. In the near future, we will also offer one or two 

workshops for club memberôs own gardens.  

 

October 20, saw 14 RGC members attend the Palomar District Fall meeting in 

Poway. It was a proud moment for our club when we were recognized for having 

the highest percentage of membership in attendance. This was particularly          

impressive as there were approximately 25 clubs in attendance. 

 

The October 22 field trip to Annieôs canyon was thoroughly enjoyed by 12 intrepid 

members, followed by lunch at Tonyôs Jacal, a Solana Beach gem.  

 

And finally, our guest speaker for the November 12 meeting is Master Gardener 

Linda Stewart and her topic is ñWhat's This Bug, and what do we do about it.ò          

I canôt wait to learn more about the critters in our yards. 

Thank you to everyone who has participated over the past month to support club 

initiativeséit does matter! 

                                                                                         ...Robert 
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A Quick View of Upcoming Activities 

Ramona Garden Club Field Trip for November  

El Plantio Nursery & Landscaping  

Wednesday, November 19, 2025 9 am  

November 3rd & 17th  - Collier Park Work Days   (page 4) 

November 7th & 19th  -  Safari Park Work Days  (see September Newsletter for more info) 

November 3rd - Palomar District Foral Design Forum.  Poway Library  - Noon (page 14 ) 

November 12th  - General Meeting - 11:15 am Thanksgiving Potluck and      

                                            Speaker:  Linda Stewart (page 1)                               

                          Bring your Plants and Flowers in to show on the Horticultural Table  

November 19th  - Field Trip to El Plantio Nursery & Landscaping  9:00 am  (page 3)

December 10th - General Meeting with Holiday Potluck and Ramona High School Band for  

                                                                  entertainment       

Newsletter deadline:  November 25th  

Please join us November 19, for a fun field trip to one of our favorite 
nurseries,  

‘El Plantio’ in the San Pasqual Valley, on the way to Escondido. 

   The manager will be giving us a personal tour, and we will each         
receive 10% off each purchase that day. 

   Bonnie will bring their pick up truck if any of you want to buy plants to 

bring home!  ˕  

   We will once again meet at the Methodist Church off of Dye Road, at  
9 AM, and carpool from there.  Please be prompt because we will be 

meeting the manager at 10 AM. 

  We will choose a place to have lunch afterwards. 

  We will see you on November 19!   
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Thanksgiving Potluck at the November 12th General Meeting!!  

We always have a Thanksgiving type spread at the             

November General Meeting.   

You received an email on October 21st from the Ramona 

Garden Club with a list of food that you can bring that would 

fit into this theme.     

If you havenΩt signed up for something yet please contact 

our lovely Hospitality Chair:  

Rebecca Holton at 760-715-2355  

by Nov 3rd and let her know what you are thinking of     

bringing.  

It is always a wonderful meal where we are very grateful for all the joy the Ramona Garden 

Club brings the members and the community.   

Collier Park Blue Star Memorial By-Way Marker  

In 2008 Ramona Garden Club installed a Blue Star Memorial at Collier 

Park.  With Veterans Day coming up on November 11th it would be a 

great time for all of us to go over and spend some time enjoying this 

beautiful place.   

The Blue Star Memorial is a tribute to the U.S. Armed Forces.  These 

markers, created by the National Garden Clubs, serve as a memorial 

to honor those who have served in the U.S. military.   

We thank Teri and her  

wonderful crew that takes 

such good care of our     

special park. 

Join them on November 3rd 

and November 17th for 

some “fun” weeding and 

laughs  



R A M O N A  G A R D E N  C L U B ,  R A M O N A  C A  
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Wood-Nesting and Cavity-Nesting Bees 

 

About 30% of our 700 native bee species in San Diego County make 

their nests in old beetle tunnels in dead tree stumps or similar         

locations. Where you can, retain dead tree stumps. Where you canôt, 

make or purchase some nesting blocks or hotels. Here are three    

options to enhance your native bee population. 

 

Nesting blocks. Bee blocks can be made by drilling nesting holes between 3/32ò and 

3/8ò in diameter, approximate 3/4ò apart, into the side of a block of preservative-free    

lumber. The holes should be smooth inside, and closed at one end. The height of the nest 

is not criticalð8ò or more is goodðbut the depth of the holes is. Holes less than 1/4ò     

diameter should be 3-4ò deep. For holes 1/4ò or larger, a 5-6ò depth is best. 

 

Dead tree stumps. Get some logs or old stumps and place them in sunny areas. Those 

with beetle tunnels are ideal. Plant a few upright, like dead trees, to ensure some dead-

wood habitat stays dry. On the southeast side of each log, drill a range of holes, as      

outlined above. 

 

Bee hotels. Birdhouse-like wooden structures to hold as many stems as you like. Paper 

tubes can be used as well, and purchased on Amazon. Just make sure they stay dry.    

Location of the nesting sites is important. These nests should be placed where they are 

sheltered from the worst of the weather, with entrance holes facing towards east or   

southeast, so they get the morning sun. With stem bundles, be sure that the stems are 

horizontal. The nests can be any height from the ground, but between three and six feet is 

convenient. Put them on a building, fence, or stake, or place them in a tree. 

Fix them  firmly so they donôt shake in the wind. 

 

                                                                            ... Robert Holton 



November Birthdays 

R A M O N A  G A R D E N  C L U B ,  R A M O N A  C A  
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1st - Laura Myers 

1st - Frank Bonillo 

2nd - Donna Barnes  

3rd - Connie Sobon 

3rd - Pamela Miller  

9th - Daniel MacDonald 

12th - Jennifer DeSimone 

12th - Scott Rudge  

20th - Susan Shapiro 

23rd - Stephanie Hurst 

24th - MaryAnn Rodarte  

Library and Senior Center Flowers Chair Needed  

The Ramona Garden Club has been providing Flower/Plant Arrangements to the Community     

Library for several years now.  We are now providing arrangements at the Senior Center also.   

We are looking for someone to Chair this community outreach program for us this year.  If  this 

is something you think you might like to help with please contact Robert and let him know.   

Teri has been holding the fort so far this year and she will be happy to explain what the job       

involves.  It is mainly getting people to sign up to bring one arrangement to either one of the    

locations.   

The community loves seeing these and it is a good interaction between the community and the 

garden club.  A win - win for all!! 

One of the arrangements that was placed at 

the library this month.  Thanks Barbara!  

Robert took one of the District door prize arrangements  

over to the Senior Center  
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Craft Workshops for our Fall Plant & Craft Sale  

Several workshops were held this past 

month to make things for the Fall Plant 

and Craft Sale.   

We want to thank our Art & Craft Chair, 

Michelle for several of the workshops  

and Diane for hosting the pumpkin   

workshop.   

What beautiful pumpkins for the holiday 

tables and homes for the birds & bees!   

Watch the newsletter for upcoming workshops! 

Always fun and to craft and have fun with friends.   

Look at all these helpers at 

all the workshops!!   
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Craft Workshops for our Fall Plant & Craft Sale  

Fairy Gardens  

The last Craft Workshop for this sale was 

making Fairy Gardens.  About 15 gardens 

were made to be sold at the Plant/Craft Sale.   

Thank you Bonnie for hosting and for       

everyone for making it a fun and productive 

day!   
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November 1, 2025 Fall Plant/Craft Sale Wrap up 

Here are  a few pictures from the very successful and FUN Plant/

Craft Sale we had yesterday.  There will be a more complete wrap 

up in next monthΩs newsletter.   

Thank you Carol & Michelle for Chairing the Plant & Craft part of 

the event.  Thank you Everyone else for all the hard work and the 

wonderful plants and crafts we had to sell.   



R A M O N A  G A R D E N  C L U B ,  R A M O N A  C A  
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From our Gardens and in Our Sanctuaries 

Diane  

Teri 

Jennifer  

Bonnie  

Teri 

Some of the flowers 

and wildlife from our 

gardens this month!   

What is growing and 

walking through your 

garden??  

Jeff and Maude the Turkey getting ready to load his truck for 

the plant sale.  Maude is one of the wild turkeys but is a loner 

and spends a lot of time hanging out with Jeff in his yard!   
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October General Meeting  

We had a fun October Meeting with Diane Drummey sharing her 

floral designs with us.  She showed us how to use found material to 

create floral designs.   Diane, who is our District Director also shared 

with us how the local clubs and District and State Clubs all fit        

together to help each other out.   

We had an awesome Potluck again (no pictures, sorry).  We talked 

about the upcoming Plant/Craft Sale with information on upcoming 

Craft Workshops.  Carol B our Horticulture Chair shared with us 

about the Hort Table and what to bring in and share with the club.  

Diane Drummey gifted us the designs she made so we had a lot of 

lucky winners of the Opportunity Drawing.    

Carol sharing about the Hort Table  

Bonnie our VP of Programs 

Diane Drummey our speaker  

Robert our President  

Opportunity Table  



The Real Dirt                                         Club News                                                        Page 12 

October Field Trip to Anne’s Canyon & Lunch at Tony’s - Solana Beach  

Another perfect day for a wonderful field trip!  There 

were 12 of our members enjoying a wonderful hike at 

AnnieΩs Canyon in Solana Beach.  Afterwards they went 

over to enjoy a meal at TonyΩs Jacal.   

Come and join us at next monthΩs field trip to        

El Plantio Nursery on November 19th 
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Fall Palomar District Meeting  

What a wonderful District Meeting!  

There were 14 of our members that went 

down to Poway and we all went home 

happy.   

There was a nice breakfast, lots of           

information about the District and State 

and an outstanding speaker.   

Bill Toone spoke about his work in     

Mexico saving the Monarch  Butterflies 

and in helping the local populations with 

new cooking stoves.  Go to the website 

and see all the great work he has been 

doing for years.  He gave a fantastic talk.   

Thank you Poway Garden Club for 

hosting us at this meeting.   

There were things 

to buy!   
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****November 3, 2025 ɀ Welcome back, Erin Spriggs, a creative designer 
with lots of tricks and tips moving from October to the holidays.  This will 
get you in the mood.  *****  
 
January 5, 2026  Returning to us is  Noel Tribbey AϥFD, freelance Designer and lover 
of ladders.  He creates the WOW! DonɅt miss a great start to the new year. 
 
February 2, 2026 Welcome back Deborah Warringer, Master teacher of ϥchiyo of    
ϥkebana.   Enjoy her skill and take notes for garden club designs. 
 
March 2, 2026  Barbara Weiler, Master Flower Show Judge and an incredible designer 
but also a fantastic  HORTϥCULTURϥST.  Watch what she brings to the table. 
 
April 6, 2026 ɈFLOWER POWERɉ Our most popular Program.  Watch as 4 local       
college student designers race against the clock to complete a Surprise Package design 
from materials, containers and theme.  Then, like a 3-ring circus, they show a 
Ɉsignature design,ɉ a Ɉround robinɉ and then a Ɉwrap upɉ design.  
 
May 4, 2026 ɀ The ɈGrand Finaleɉ Everyone knows Monica Lewis, hostess, NGC FS 
Judge.  With her Creative  Designs she answers: What has Music Got to do with ϥT.  
 

Start time Noon: Please Arrive by 11:30 a.m. to help set up 
 

Yearly membership to the Palomar Design Forum is $100 
Single meetings are Donation Based.  This is to support the running of the forum.    

Any help is appreciated.   

NEW LOCATION:FOR THE SEASON! 

 POWAY COMMUNITY LIBRARY  

13137 POWAY ROAD, POWAY, CA 9206  

Palomar District’s 33rd Anniversary Season  

Floral Design Forum 2025-2026  

****Time Sensitive !!  November 3rd!!! 



Ramona Garden Club      P.O. Box 1412 Ramona, CA 92065 

Webpage:  www.RamonaGardenClub.com  

Find us on Facebook  - Ramona Garden Club 

Newsletter Editor:  maggiecrane@att.net  

Affiliations:  

National Garden Clubs Inc.  - Gardenclub.org  

Pacific Region Garden Clubs  - pacificregiongardenclubs.org  

California Garden Clubs, Inc - Californiagardenclub.com 

Palomar District - find through Californiagardenclub.com/ member websites  
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Great websites from the District 

Meeting Speaker, Bill Toone.   

BugGuide.net   

An online community of naturalists who enjoy learning about and sharing 

our observations of insects, spiders and other related creatures.   

Internet Resources that might be helpful to Gardeners  


