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Water in the Desert! 

 
Truth About God: The miracle of God’s salvation is for anyone anywhere. 
Truth For My Life: I believe and want to receive the miracle of salvation. 
Lesson Text: Acts 8:26-39 
Key Passage: Acts 8:36-38 - 36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, 
here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?  37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. 
And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: 
and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 
 
When Philip met the eunuch, an encounter arranged by God Himself (Acts 8:26), it was more than a personal conversion 
story.  It was the breaking open of a new era.  The Ethiopian could not enter the Temple in Jerusalem, but soon, through 
faith, he would become the temple of the Holy Ghost (1 Corinthians 6:19).  His salvation echoed the heart of the gospel—
that in Christ, every barrier falls: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28).  In this one man’s conversion, we see the gospel’s power to 
reach across boundaries of race, status, and exclusion.  The Ethiopian’s story stands as a living testimony that God’s grace 
seeks out every hungry heart, no matter how unlikely it seems. 
 
The Spirit prompted Philip to go and approach that chariot.  Philip asked him if he understood what he was reading, and 
the exasperated eunuch said no. “How can I, except some man should guide me?” (Acts 8:31).  Acts 8:35 records, “Then 
Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.”  That verse captures the heart 
of every disciple’s calling—to start where the hearer is and lead that person to Jesus.  Philip’s obedience turned a barren 
road into a place of revelation.  God sends His messengers to the right people.  In the right places, at exactly the right 
moments.  Our role, like Philip’s, is to be sensitive to the Spirit’s leading, ready to speak life wherever God directs. 
 
The message of Acts 8 is clear: No background is too distant, no past is too broken, no life is too far gone.  The Ethiopian’s 
story, therefore, is not just a historical account; it’s a living message of hope.  This story invites readers to see themselves 
in that chariot—to realize God’s grace has come down the same dusty road to meet them.  Salvation is not for a privileged 
few; it is for everyone, including you.  The desert called Gaza is a reminder that God works powerfully in unlikely places 
and His power is not limited to sacred spaces or city temples.  God also shows up in the quiet, forgotten corners of life. 
 
Wherever you are—geographically, emotionally, or spiritually—God’s presence can meet you there.  This story is proof 
that no environment is too dry, no situation too desolate, for God to bring forth life.  He mees us, not only in sanctuaries, 
but also in the solitude of the road, in the questions of our hearts, and in the quiet place where we seek Him.  The story 
declares that God’s salvation is everywhere—not just in Jerusalem or Judea, but in Samaria, Gaza, and Ethiopia.  From 
deserts to city streets, God’s Spirit is at work, reaching hearts that hunger for Him. 
 
In that moment, that dusty desert became holy ground—proof that salvation is complete wherever faith meets obedience.  
Mark 16:16 echoes this truth: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”  The act of baptism in that desert place 
shows the fullness of God’s plan, that belief and obedience work together in the miracle of salvation. 
 
For each believer today, the eunuch’s example invites a personal response: to believer, repent, be baptized, and receive 
the Spirit’s transforming power.  Like the Ethiopian, every person who embraces the gospel becomes part of God’s great 
redemptive story.  Wherever you are, whoever you are, God still meets travelers on the road and turns deserts into 
places of joy and making outsiders His own. 
 


