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VOTERS APPROVE JMA

Alton voters went to the polls on December 19 and by a
vote of 309 to 239 they approved the Joint Maintenance
Agreement (JMA) with the Barnstead School District. The
JMA provides for the construction and operation of a joint
high school between the two school districts, and it had
previously been approved by the Barnstead voters. Look for
Main Street’s next issue to report on the next steps that the
two districts plan to undertake in order to implement the
agreement.

On the second ballot question the votes tallied 430 “yeses”
to 114 “noes” to accept the donation of approximately 9 acres
of land from Addison Cate with the property to be used to
expand the adjacent site that the district already owns.

ALTON SPEED LIMIT NOW 30 MPH

On December 3, by action of the Town’s Selectmen, the
speed limit on all town roads became 30 miles per hour, unless
otherwise posted. State highways, of course, are another
category where the motorist can expect to find higher limits
but once off the major byways and on town roads, drivers
should not exceed 30 m.p.h. unless a regulatory highway sign
informs them differently.

ZONING AMENDMENTS HEARING JAN 8

By David Jescavage, Alton Town Planner

The Alton Planning Board has chosen Tuesday, January
8, for a public hearing on seven proposed zoning amendments
to be voted upon at the next Town Meeting. The hearing will
begin at 7 p.m. in the Alton Town Hall. Members of the
public are encouraged to attend and offer comments on the
proposed amendments.

Three of the seven amendments deal with creating lower
density in the Rural (RU) Zone. Another proposed
amendment would create an “accessory apartment” as a
permitted use in the Rural (RU) Zone. Two proposed
amendments deal with word definitiens (“Frontage, Street”
and “Shoreland Frontage”) while the one remaining
amendment would create an entirely new section of the zoning
ordinance dealing with impact fees.

Persons planning on attending the hearing will be better
prepared to participate if they look at the proposals in advance
of the meeting. Copies of the full text of the seven proposed
amendments are available at the Town Clerk’s office and the
Land Use and Property Records office in Town Hall. Office
hours are from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
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AUTHOR IDENTIFIED

On page 4 of the last issue of Main Street we published
“A Soldier’s ‘Night Before Christmas,” “ which was attributed
by its Internet source to “a Marine stationed in Okinawa.”
One of Main Street’s readers who knows her way around
the Internet, Michelle Sharpe, has informed us that <http://
www.snopes2.com> has the real word on the author of the
poem, and it is Major Bruce W. Lovely “with apologies to
Clement Moore.” Air Force Major Lovely wrote it in 1993
while stationed in Korea, and it was later published in the
Fort Leavenworth Lamp.

Regardless of the author, all seem to agree that the poem’s
sentiments were worth pondering at this time of year. Our
thanks to Michelle Sharpe for helping us give proper credit
where it is due.

INDEPENDENT COLOR PRESS

PO Box 24
26 Moultonville Rd.
Ctr. Ossipee, NH 03814

Quality 4 color Printing
Mac & PC platforms
Design & Typesetting

Electronic prepress
Computer to Plate
Free pick-up & delivery
Color Separations
Full bindery including;
Die Cutting &
Numbering
For All Your
Printing Needs

603-539-5959
800-676-5090 (NH)
fax: 603-539-6393

icolor@worldpath.net
Mon. - Fri.
7 AM - 5:30 PM

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT’S DESK

o By Donald E. Parks
’?‘i“ Superintendent of Schools
BUDGET REVIEW FOR 2002-2003

Since September the school administration and school
board have been preparing and reviewing the proposed 2002-
2003 budget. After a number of meetings the school board
adopted the budget in the amount of $6,648,393, which reflects
an increase of $392,067. In terms of the impact on the amount
of tax a homeowner will pay, it will result in a 50 cent increase.

Of the $392,067 increase $347,121, or 88.41 percent, is
due to contractual expenses: salaries, health and dental
insurance, unemployment insurance, workers’ compensation,
and FICA. Because of a close analysis of our expenditures,
we have been able to reduce outlays in the high-cost area of
special education by educating some of our students in Alton
or at other appropriate settings, hiring our own staff as opposed
to contracting services, and reorganizing how the district
delivers instruction.

Due to these reductions in the above referenced area
and others, the district was able to redirect funds into areas
that will improve instruction, i.e., the purchase of additional
textbooks so we can start a new math program in Grade 8.
The district will start to offer algebra to all 8th graders. A
whole new comprehensive writing program, called the “John
Collins’ Writing Program,” will be starting in grades 1-12 in
the fall of 2002. It is widely acclaimed and being used
successfully in other school districts in New Hampshire.

The school board approved a five-year, long-range plan
to keep the district current in the ever changing field of
computer technology. We are preparing to spend $75,000 to
upgrade our computers next year. A lot of our computers
are old, out-dated, and slow. Also money has been budgeted
to adopt a new standardized test for the purpose of evaluating
how our students are doing compared to national results. The
last update was ten years ago.

The district will be expanding its program in career
awareness and school-to-work. As a result of a $10,000
grant in 2001-2002, which we expect to receive again in 2002-
2003, we will have one additional day of a career awareness
and school-to-work coordinator to help students become more
aware of careers and the opportunity to actually work in an
area or to explore a possible career choice. Finally, the district
will spend money to continue to improve an aging building.
New ceiling tiles, upgrades to the telephone system, and the
purchase of a new tractor are proposed.

This year the NH Department of Revenue Administration
is requiring all school districts in the state to include in the
budget as an expenditure any anticipated use of funds from
capital, expendable trusts, and federal funds. This increases
the expenditure side of the budget but does not increase the
amount of the tax levy because the expenditures are offset
by the transfer of revenues to cover the expenditures.

The school board and administration feel this is a
responsible budget, allowing the district to continue to meet
its goals of academic improvement and accountability. It will
be reviewed by the Budget Committee and the hearing is set
for January 10. The Deliberative Session is tentatively set
for Saturday, February 2, and the vote will be on March 12.

Alton Funeral Home

School Street 875-3311
"The Peaslee Family"
Pre-Planning Available
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Main Street's Inside Front Page

triangle,” Jonathan and Nancy Downing replaced the patriotic
two-fisted bicycle rider featured on the cover of November’s
Main Street with the above flag (2) waver, which is more in
keeping with the winter season. The Downings benefited
from the assistance of John and Mike McManus of the
Bayview Canvas Shop who did the shrink wrapping to match
the snow on the ground in this photo.

IMPORTANT BUDGET COMMITTEE DATES

Mark your calendar if you wish to hear the Budget
Committee review the following town department budgets.
These meetings will be held in Town Hall at 7 p.m.

January 3: Water Department and Fire Department
(includes Fire Hydrants and Emergency Management).

January 8: Grounds/Maintenance; Recreation
Department; Insurance — Employee Benefits and Long and
Short Term Debt. Also review of School Warrants.

The following meeting will be held at the Alton Central
School at 7 p.m.

January 10: School budget hearing (storm date is January
12), time to be announced.

Notices of hearings are published in the Laconia Citizen
and posted at Town Hall and the Alton Post Office.

CALVERT REELECTED TO VNA-HOSPICE

The VNA-Hospice of Southern Carroll County and
Vicinity (Alton) recently elected officers for the new year at
its annual meeting. Reelected to the position of Vice President
was Alice Z. Calvert of Alton. She has served on the Board
of Directors for the past five years and has chaired their
Evaluation Committee. The other officers are from
Wolfeboro. They are: President, David Booth; Treasurer,
Edward Roundy; and Secretary, Harry Widman.

TAXBILLS GO OUT
By Bob Longabaugh

This is not news to readers of Main Street who are also
property owners in Alton. On December 8 mailboxes in town
received “greetings” in the form of bills for property taxes.
If there is any news in this semiannual event, it is that the
reductions in tax rates have been offset by increases in
assessments brought about by the town’s recently completed
property revaluation.

It is, no doubt, more accurate to describe the revaluation
as the reason behind the reduction in tax rates.

If you are an owner of waterfront or island properties
within Alton’s borders, the reduction in the municipal, school,
state, and county tax rates is small consolation because the
revaluation was most dramatic in these cases — 71 and 51
percent increases, respectively. If your waterfront property
was assessed at $100,000 before the “reval,” it’s now on the
tax roles at $171,000. On the other hand, those property
owners in Alton whose property is neither (a) waterfront, (b)
island, or (c) water access, are in the category of no special
market influences and their average increase is 30 percent.

Taking the case of a property owner in Alton whose
property is well inland, last year he or she paid $1,879 in
taxes on a $100,000 assessment. This year that $100,000
assessment has been “revaled” to $130,000 and the tax bill is
$1,921, or two percent more than the previous year.

The non-mathematical reader can skip this paragraph
because it explains how the more typical property taxpayer
is paying 42 cents more this year for each thousand dollars of
valuation. To start: In 2000 the tax rates per $1,000 were
town $4.74, school $5.41, state $6.57, and county $2.07, or a
total of $18.79 “per thousand.” In 2001 the rates were
finalized at town $4.60, school $4.11, state $4.45, and county
$1.62, for a total of $14.78 “per thousand” — true, significantly
less per thousand. BUT, while the right hand was reducing
rates, the left hand was increasing assessments — by at least
30 percent. Now, doesn’t that “clear as mud” explanation
explain why just about everybody’s property tax bill is more
this year?

We all know about “death and taxes,” and in Alton’s case
the tax part is about 2 percent more this year if your property
is without special attributes. (As a frame of reference, the
cost of living adjustment that Social Security recipients are
now receiving is 2.6 percent.) At the far end, those property
owners with waterfronts are very likely to be looking at a tax
increase on the order of 34 percent.

ALTON NOW HAS WEATHER OBSERVERS

Alton now has eight certified weather observers: Ed
Consentino, Joe Harris, Ben Jones, Bob Longabaugh, Jean
and Irving Roberts, and Jim and Fran Washburn. These
volunteers attended a two-hour seminar conducted by John
Jensenius, chief meterorologist for the National Weather
Service forecast office located in Gray, Maine.

Their job is to monitor and report severe weather, such
as thunderstorms, tornadoes, and hail and winter weather
conditions of snow accumulations, sleet, and freezing rain.
Last year Belknap County had some record inches of snow
but was ineligible for any federal assistance because there
were no certified weather observers to record the events.




CUNNIFF

Residential General
Contracting Services
(603)859-3836

Roofing:
Siding:

Gutters:

Windows:
Doors:

Porches:
Decking:

Landscaping:

Recoat, strip, leak repair, rubber
asphalt, chimney repairs

Shingles, clapboards, vinyl
siding, trim coverage, painting

Seamless, all colors, leaf guard

Storms, thermo replacement
Windows, storms, wood, vinyl,
screens, painted, stained, garage
doors

Screening, enclosures, stairs
New decking, painted, stained

Full planting, rock walls, fences,
patios, cleanups, driveway
recoating

COMPLETE HOME RESTORATION
Old or New — From Start to Finish

Garages, sheds, additions, custom homes

House painting, drywalling, taping,
prime, and finish,
suspended and textered ceilings

Carpentry, trim, doors

Floors, refinishing, painting, staining

Wallpapering, restoring old wall plaster

Ceramic tile floors

Remodeling kitchens, bathes, family cellar

Call John 859-3836

25 South Shore Road, New Durham, NH 03855
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A CLARIFICATION ON
LRPA-TV “WAGES”

By Alan L. MacRae,

LRPA-TV Chairman
The staff and board of the Lakes Region
Public Access (LRPA) cablevision channels
were pleased to see Main Street’s December story by Paul
Doane urging volunteers to render a public service of recording
civic events in Alton for later cablecasting on LRPA-TV’s

Channel 25.

While the story was clear that volunteers were sought to
carry out the task for the public good, its reference to these
same skills being worth $50 an hour when performed by a
private entrepreneur apparently left some Main Street readers
with the perception that LRPA-TV actually is paying some
people that amount for their services, which is incorrect.
LRPA-TV operates on a very frugal budget, funded with an
annual grant from Metrocast Cablevision, and from
contributions from its member communities. We have one
full-time salaried staffer and usually fewer than five part-
time persons, and not one is paid more than $15 an hour. All
the paid personnel work in the studio while the video “shoots”
done outside the studio are done for no pay.

It may be helpful for taxpayers in the LRPA-TV viewing
area to have a full understanding of the station’s financial
structure. LRPA-TV was started with a seed grant from
Community TV Corporation that was a condition in the
contract executed by the member communities of the Lakes
Region Cable Television Consortium permitting the corporation
to string their cable in the communities. As part of the contract
Community TV’s successor, Metrocast Cablevision, provides
an annual grant to LRPA-TV, which, according to the terms
of their contract, in 2002 will decrease from $30,000 to $15,000.
The balance of LRPA-TV’s budget comes from contributions
from its member communities, based on a per capita formula.
Alton’s share was 6.9 percent in 2000/01, or $2,026.25.
Conversely, the Town of Alton receives revenue from the
cable company in the form of a return of the 3 percent
franchise fee that subscribers pay on their cable bills. In
2001 Alton received $17,062.06 from the more than 1,600
cable subscribers within the town’s borders.

LRPA-TV is sometimes asked what a member
community gets for its share of the budget (Laconia’s share,
incidentally, is the largest at 28.2 percent). The basic answer
is that member participation puts Channels 24 and 25 on the
air with public access programming and not some of the
alternatives, such as shopping channels. The budget covers
salary and wages for the full-time staff person and part-time
studio personnel, payroll taxes and insurance, equipment
replacement and repairs, expendable materials (principally
videotapes), telephone and postage, and all the other routine

[ costs of running an office.

The studio personnel maintain the community bulletin
board on Channel 24 and do all the various tasks to keep
Channel 25 alive with interesting and informative video
programs. What they do NOT do is go out in the field to
capture on videotape all the newsworthy events that are
occurring within LRPA-TV’s viewing area; we simply do
not have the budget or the staff to be able to do that. That is
the job left to volunteers and, in a few cases, personnel paid
by the municipalities that want to be sure their meetings or
events are seen by a larger audience.

I hope that the above clarifies the situation, but if there
are any questions unanswered, I hope that Main Street readers
will feel free to contact me directly, either by phone at (603)
267-7500 or e-mail at <amacrae @metrocast.net>.



“OPERATION BLESSINGS” AHUGE THANKYOU
AGAIN,A HUGE SUCCESS TOYOU ?gg"\'(OU AND

By Paulette Wentworth, Alton Town Hall
This is my sixth year on “Operation Blessings,” and every
year [ am amazed at the generosity of the people in this small
town. I want to thank everyone for their donation for this
special event. The Mrs. Santa Fund has again this year

I would like to give special thanks for the generous : :
contribution that the Alton Community Services and the Police tghrg zv:rr:?n(gxiey helming proportions to support the needs of

Association gave towards this project and to add the Alton L .l
Bay Lakevie%v Market for ordering the turkeys for me. d 'If;l,llanlé youhto allllwh%garucc:llp ated _(;h erflatriee(tlh © F&n;’ﬂtle;
A personal note to the folks who deliver the baskets: | 20 q ends who shopped and wrappec and ted and tote
I could not do this without you. Thanks! and carried; therq are those who donated monies, t.hose who
e — donated toys, quilts, afghans, gloves, hats, wrapping paper,
e i ‘ tape, and ribbon; and there are those who gave, preciously,
time. It would take pages to name you all. YOU know who -
you are. Please know how special you are in your caring for
others!
Once again, thank you, thank you, most sincerely!

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S LUNCHEON

The Lakes Region Christian Women’s Club will be
sponsoring a “Hearthside Treasures” Luncheon on
Wednesday, January 9, from 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at the
Conference Center on Route 11 in Alton Bay.

“A Heartwarming Message and Melodies” with Marcy
Devers Alves of Concord will be the Special Feature and
Special Music at the luncheon. She is an accomplished
recording artist, composer, and writer. She blends music and
words to illustrate her story of how her treasures and wants
lost their glow when she was given the treasure of life.

Reservations for the lunch and available complimentary
nursery may be made by calling in Alton: Janet at 875-2032
between 2 - 6 p.m. or Karen at 875-8144; in Gilford: Faith at
293-8073.

The Lakes Region Christian Women’s Club is an
interdenominational group with no formal membership.

MOMS IN TOUCH
By Phyllis Brooks
We are still on our knees in prayer even though we do
not always have a “blurb” in Main Street. To accommodate
all the moms who desire to attend (this year we have five),
we are going to try meeting at 11:30 a.m. instead of 1 p.m.

VTR0 (IR | < Ticscay il ot noice, Wewill conine to et

R IDRYE 0T TR 57 | * picus noe hat we will NOT mest anuary 1. Feel free
‘ ' to contact me at 875-2866 for more information about joining

B U T/ T NE VER /-/UR TS _ e il 0o ou grou. Remember, we are a non-denominational group

ia" ‘ R of moms pra_y'!ng for our children and their school, and we
TO . HA VE ¢ A BA c K_ U P. ; “ - k have NO political agenda. Happy New Year to all of you.

_You fearlessly push yourself to all
kinds of achievements. So why do you
find church so formidable? After all,
Jesus Christ knows something about
extremes himself. And he’s waiting to
show you some truly awesome things.

By EIf #1, Daryl Czech
The generosity of our community

2 .': "' M . ;].q ‘ ‘m” hh
it »The Christian Churches of Alton
Church ~ /The,Community Church ~ St. Joan of Arc
4 (see Information C@rrﬂer for worship times)
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HISTORIC ALTON
Editors’ note: In last August’s Main Street (page 16) it was de-
scribed how Ms. Merrill’s Grade 11 history class at Alton Central
School had prepared papers on various aspects of Alton’s history.
Below, slightly edited to meet Main Street standards, is the fourth
of what we plan publishing as space permits.

EDUCATION IN THE EARLY 1900’s
By Dennis Sweeney I1

Up until about the early 1900’s Alton’s school systems were
progressing very slowly. The early schools were poorly handled.
For example, they weren’t constructed very well; they had very
poor heating systems; and the teaching was not handled well.
Progress began in the early 1900’s at which time the schools had
two terms: fall and spring. Each of these terms was about ten
weeks long.

If anyone wanted to attend high school, they would have to
travel to either Farmington or Pittsfield. They were the closest
towns with a high school. Howeyver, Isaac Copp, who was one of
the first teachers to teach in the 1868 village schoolhouse, saw the
need that there should be a high school closer than that so he
pursued this. In 1900 he was instrumental in establishing what is
now known as Alton High School. Mrs. Charles H. McDuffee and
Channing Folsom taught the first high school classes at the new
high school. Channing Folsom was also the New Hampshire State
Commissioner of Education in which he recognized the high school.
In the new high school at this time there were 27 weeks of grammar
school and a ten-week program on a higher level of education.

The first two graduates of Alton High School in 1904 were
George F. Hall and John P. Hurd. In 1907 the school had 30 weeks of
grammar. Also, the spring term was 11 weeks and the fall term had
19 weeks. The town report of 1908 states: “School consolidation
would benefit students greatly and would lower the taxes.”
Eventually requirements got strict and made it that students had to
get report cards, school registers, and also an adequate system of
record keeping. Also in 1908 three schools were closed. The reason
for this I don’t know. In 1909 there was no graduating class.

Call today for a complimentary market analysis
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603-875-2020
Fax 603-875-0357
Route 11 P.O. Box 333
Alton Bay, NH 03810
(603)875-2020
www.spencerhughes.com
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Then between 1911-12 the first fire at Alton’s new high school
broke out. This was also the more serious of the two. The fire was
put out quickly and the damage was repaired quite quickly. In 1912
Miss Annie A. Wheeler established the music department of Alton
High School. She taught in the music department until she retired
in 1948. In this period of time she was the teacher who taught the
longest out of any teachers in public schools in our community.

In 1916 Miss Agnes Thompson was the first to teach English
and the language of French. This same year also had the beginning
of Alton’s lunch program. This gave benefit to people who traveled
to school from a distance, especially for the students, mainly the
boys who had to do farm work in the morning, so didn’t have time
to eat. A lunch at the school was only two cents.

In 1919 the school had its only woman principal. Her name was
Katherine K. Waldron and she served for five years. Then a great
change in 1921 brought Alton’s first nurse to the school. Her name
was Miss Greg, and she managed well, which the town report said
that year. Also during this year two rooms were added; they were
the Home Economics Room and the Senior Class Room. At this
time with the new additions the school could now hold up to 134
students.

The second fire that Alton had was in 1930. This was the least
serious of the two. It happened in the basement of the main building,
and only three weeks after a blaze broke out in the shoe company in
the center of town. The fire in the shoe company caused two
deaths and caused more injuries. At the school the fire was put out
immediately because of the quickness of the Alton Fire Department.

The first Winter Carnival was started in the school in 1936.
The first King and Queen were George H. Wallace and Vera Edwards.
Events such as skiing, snowshoeing, and ice skating were held and
some events have been carried up to the present Winter Carnival.

Alton’s school has come a long way from when it started.
Even though Alton is a small town, it has a high school, which is
part of the elementary and middle school. This is great for all the
children who live in the town. Making the high school made many
parents excited for their children.



WAVE IT PROUD, BUT WAVE IT RIGHT...

It is important to show patriotism, but it is also important
to follow the U. S. Flag Code when displaying the Stars and
Stripes.

Staff display: When displayed from a staff projecting
horizontally or at an angle from a window sill, balcony, or
front of a building, the union of the flag (the white stars on
the field of blue) should be placed at the peak of the staff
unless the flag is at half-staff (one half the distance from top
and bottom; to reach that position the flag is first hoisted to
the peak and then lowered).

Display without a staff: When displayed horizontally or
vertically against a wall, the union should be uppermost and
to the flag’s own right (this would the left to an observer
looking at the flag). In a window the flag should be displayed
the same way as viewed from the street. When suspended
from a rope extending from a house to a pole, the flag should
be hoisted out, union first, from the building.

Night display: A flag may be displayed 24 hours a day
if properly illuminated during the hours of darkness. Proper
illumination includes a light placed specifically to illuminate
the flag or a light source — such as a porch or street light —
sufficient to make the flag recognizable as such by a casual
observer.

Display with other flags: When other flags are flown
on the same halyard as a U. S. Flag, the latter should always
be at the peak. When flown from the adjacent staffs, the U.
S. Flag should be hoisted first and lowered last, with no other
flag above it or to the flag’s own right.

This information was obtained from the December
2001 “American Legion Magazine” and submitted by a
“patriotic citizen” who requested anonymity.

By Jack Miller

THE BEGINN]NG OF THE YEAR OUTDOORS

Happy New Year and Happy Outdoor Seasons to all.

January 1 is the opening day of the 2002 river and stream
fishing season. With the lack of ice this might be a %ood spot
to start the new year. Be sure to check the regulations as
you go out. Be VERY careful as ice and snow at river’s
edge can be especially dangerous. The fishing may be slow
(not many bites) as the lethargic fish do not move a lot. Your
fishing technique should follow suit. Slow moving flies and
lures may entice a fish to strike.

Most outdoor people look at January as the start of the
ice fishing season. The key word here, of course, is ICE. So
far it has been too warm to form ice, and numerous mighty
cold days are needed to produce safe ice — 3 inches thick or
better for an individual person.

Unfortunately, there is a fish consumption advisory by
the state Fish and Game Department for Crystal Lake in
Gilmanton. They advise everyone to avoid eating any bass
or pickerel taken from this lake due to a high mercury content.
It 1s assumed this pollution was caused by the “Iron Works”
of years ago where toxins are now leaching from the ground.
This same advisory is given for May Pond and Ashuelot Pond
in Washington.

For the hunter snowshoe hare, cottontail rabbit, fox, and
raccoon hunting seasons are open through this month.
Coyotes may still be hunted too, and I remind everyone that
shooting a coyote could improve the deer herd. Start watching
for the dates of various hunting and/or fishing and/or gun
shows. Attending these helps stave off the winter doldrums.

See you out there!

NEW DURHAM RAILWAY STATION

SER\/ING LUNCH AN D DINNER

7 DAYS EVERY WEEK
ITALIAN  AMERICAN
TRY OUR NEW MENU
TAKE OUT MENU = 1-603-859-5696
ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE - JANUARY 2002 (8:30PM-1:00AM)

SEAFOOD

EVERY THURSDAY IN JANUARY- KARAOKE (DJ).

K&ARAOKE (DJ)
K&ARAOKE (DJ)

202 THE BAND
RON JONES BAND

CALL FOR AVAILABILITY 1-603-859-5696 ASK FOR ROBYN
VISIT OUR WEBSITE = www.NDRAILWAY.COM
FROM ALTON ROTARY 2 MILES SOUTH ON RT 11

JAN. SRD, 4TH & 5TH
JAN. 10TH, 11TH & 12TH
JAN. 18TH & 19TH

JAN. 25TH & 26TH




Tuning up
your auto
insurance
could save
you money.

We offer discounts that cut your insur-
ance costs and help keep your budget
running smoothly.

As your independent insurance agency,
we are personal insurance experts dedicated
to helping you get the protection you need
at the best possible price. Call us today to
tune up your auto insurance.

Liberty Insurance
Main Street
Alton, NH
875-3511

@ National Grange Mutual

Insurance Company

A Main Street America company
Keene, NH 03431
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Main Street NEIGHBORHOOD REPORTER
AVOLUNTEER JOB

It’s been suggested that Main Street might cover activities
and people in each section of town. To do this we need
willing reporters to gather newsworthy items in their section
of town. East Alton, South Alton, Alton Village, Alton Bay,
West Alton, and Gilmanton Road area would be covered.

There won’t necessarily be an article every month.
Articles need not be lengthy. Reporters need not be journalists,
just enjoy writing.

We would like to have one or two volunteers from each
area of town. How about it? It can be fun and interesting.
Write to Main Street, P. O. Box 210, Alton Bay, New
Hampshire 03810 or call Alice Calvert at 875-2151.

CAUTIONONTHEICE
By Eric Aldrich, NH Fish and Game
Department

This is the season for ice fishing, ice-
skating, and other winter sports that may find
us wondering if it’s safe to venture onto a
' frozen pond or lake. What follows are a few
guidelines for ice safety that could save your life.

Wait For A Long Cold Spell

* Never assume the ice — on any body of water — is
thick enough to support your weight. Check it! Start at the
shoreline and, using an auger, spud, or axe, make test holes at
intervals as you proceed. As a rule of thumb (for new, clear
ice), there should be a minimum of 4 to 6 inches of ice to
support a few, well-dispersed people; 6 to 7 inches for small,
on-foot, group activities; and at least 8 to 10 inches for
snowmobile activities. (Ice thickness recommendations are
based on information from the Cold Regions Research
Laboratory in Hanover, N.H.)

* If ice at the shoreline is cracked or squishy, stay off.
Don’t go on the ice during thaws. Avoid honeycombed ice,
dark snow, and dark ice.

* Ice is generally thinner where there is moving water,
such as at inlets and outlets, around wharves, bridge
abutments, islands, and objects that protrude through the ice.

13 Quick Tips

1) Test the ice; 2) Beware! Wind and currents break
ice; 3) Dress in layers; 4) Bring food and hot drinks; 5) Fish,
hike, ski, or snowmobile with a partner; 6) Don’t gather in
large groups; 7) No fires on the ice; 8) Bring blankets and a
first-aid kit; 9) If you fall in, reach for solid ice, kick, and roll
to safety; 10) Follow all fishing and snowmobile regulations;
11) Don’t drive cars onto ice; 12) Clean up; 13) Avoid areas
with currents, around bridges, and pressure ridges.

Finally, bring all your trash off of the ice. Litter will either
sink to the bottom polluting the water or will wash ashore in
the spring.

Tel: (603) 875-0118

Office: 5 Homestead Place, Alton, New Hampshire
Mailing Address: Post Office Box 1621 Alton, NH 03809-1621

Area of Practice Include: Real Estate, Land Use & Zoning, Wills & Estate Planning, Probate,
Criminal & Motor Vehicle, Landlord & Tenant, Family Law, Business & Corporate,
Debtor & Creditor, Municipal Law Issues

Michael J. Di Cola

Office For The General Practice Of Law
Member New Hampshire & Maine Bars

Fax: (603) 875-7740
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LIVE THE LIFE
By Cindy & John Duffek

. THE JOYS OF “SHUN-PIKING”

We tend to avoid the hustle and bustle
of interstate highways as we travel in our

8 RV. We would rather enjoy the slower
pace offered by the back roads and experience the interesting
smaller towns.

One day as we motored across Canada from New
Brunswick to British Columbia on our way to Alaska we
came upon White River, a small town in Ontario that has a
large statue of Winnie the Pooh
prominently displayed next to the
highway. Wondering about this local
attraction we inquired at the town’s
information center and found out that
White River, Ontario, claims to be
the birthplace of Winnie the Pooh.

During the First World War,
Captain Harry Colebourn, a
Canadian soldier from White River,
purchased a bear for $20. He
named his pet “Winnipeg” and took
it with him overseas. It became known as Winnie. When
Captain Colebourn’s regiment was called to the front lines in
France, Winnie was donated to the London Zoo where she
became the main attraction and a favorite of A. A. Milne’s
son, Christopher Robin. The bear gave her name to the story
“Winnie the Pooh” and A. A. Milne, along with Ernest H.
Shepherd, gave Winnie the Pooh to the world.

Consequently, White River enjoys its fame as the
birthplace of a famous storybook character and honors Winnie
the Pooh with its very own statue.

You may have questions about our full-time RV-ing life-
style or thoughts for a future column. Please e-mail us at
<Livingourlife@aol.com>.

Henry David Thoreau said, “Go confidently in the direction
of your dreams. Live the life you’ve imagined.” The two of
us agree.

ALTON
VILLAGES5 & 10

ACE HARDWARE
(603) 875-5510

CHRISTMAS - 30% OFF
Except “MARKED DOWN?” Items

NEW YEAR’S
HATS, NOISEMAKERS,
PAPER GOODS, ETC.!

WOLFEBORO FIRST NIGHT BUTTONS

We Wish You and Yours
A BLESSED, PEACEFUL NEW YEAR
and we
THANK YOU
for your support through the years.

NAPA AUTO PARTS - FARMINGTON

WE CARRY A FULL LINE
OF AUTO PARTS & ACCESSORIES
INCLUDING...

e Parts for Imports

AR
‘ “A’A’ e Parts for Trucks
W ¢ Paint & Supplies

NAPA
A\ 4

® Brand Names You Rely On

ASK ABOUT NAPA'S NATIONAL WARRANTY PROGRAM

NAPA AUTO PARTS

Route 11 - Farmington

755-2264 - 800-734-2269
Mon-Fri 6 am to 5:30 pm
I Sat6 amto 5 pm e Sun 9amto 1 pm

OILS

HEATING SYSTEMS INSTALLED

WARM UP YOUR HOME WITH ... K-1 KERO = MOBILE BLEND

HOME HEATING OIL
DELIVERIES IN ALTON

CARDINAL o

GLIDDEN 0IL co. me.

Also in FARMINGTON - UNION - MIDDLETON
MILTON - SANBORNVILLE - MILTON MILLS
NEW DURHAM - ROCHESTER

24-HOUR BURNER SERVICE
FOR OUR CUSTOMERS ONLY

- CROWLEY ST., FARMINGTON
MALCOLM GLIDDEN, PRESIDENT

CHRISTOPHER GLIDDEN, VICE PRESIDENT
RICHARD CHRISTOFORE, TREASURER

755-3562
1-800-640-3562




NO MORE EXCUSES
Take charge of your health!
e Moming, Aftemoon and Evening
classes available.
o Imviting - not intimidating
o  Classes meet all ability levels.
o&:u%“sc::lm“v:fm- Have fun while you get fit!
6:00 am, Mon & Thur 5:30
o TRY A CLASS FREE
oHealthy hearts Club- Mon & Call for details
Wed 12:16
oo wssom T Alton Wellness Loft
» Gelting Started-Mon & Wed at
- Alton Family Medicine
CALL TODAY
875-0158 8 MAIN STREET

v

ALTON, NH 03809

Allore Coacly Fre:
%ww:g/gWWvIaIWWy%my
- Featuring -
Lincoln Town Cars

Airports e Weddings e Proms ¢ Anniversaries
Nights Out e Business Trips

PO Box 537
New Durham Rd.
Alton, NH 03809-0537

Tel: 603-875-3672
800-352-2536
Fax 603-875-3675

Ned Oshorn - Member New England Livery Association

T NowOffering T

/ s \ '
AUTO IMPORTS SERVICE

AUTO REPAIR-ALL IMPORTS & DOMESTICS TOO
ROUTE 11 HC 73 BOX 532 ALTON BAY, NH 03810

¢ MAJOR & MINOR WORK

e ENGINE REBUILDING OUR SPECIALTY

e NH STATE INSPECTIONS

o DEPENDABLE SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE RATES

Monday - Saturday
Call for Appointment

Over 28 Years Experience
Roger Bergeron, Owner

603-875-6148

ALTON POLICE ON THE JOB
By Bob Longabaugh

Local residents reading the other print media covering
the Alton area may be under the impression that our town is
experiencing a crime wave. It is correct that the number of
burglaries and break-ins is up from similar time periods in
recent years, but what is less known is the success of the
Alton Police Department in solving the crimes.

For instance, an indictment has been returned in the case
of the burglary on Bowman Road and by the time this January
Main Street arrives in Alton mailboxes, the County Attorney
should have acted on the evidence presented by the Alton
police concerning the series of break-ins on Fernhill Drive.

One successful bit of police work almost has a happy
ending as these things go. Starting on November 20 local
police began receiving reports of small explosions occurring
in several commercial parking lots in Gilford. On November
24, after one such explosion in the Shop n’ Save parking lot,
Alton’s Officer Joseph Vetanze made a motor vehicle stop
that caused him to pursue a particular line of questioning.
Further probes led Officer Vetanze to materials that could be
used in the making of explosive devices. The materials were
everyday household chemicals, but with knowledge obtained
from the internet they can be combined in such a way within
a small container and sealed so that an explosion will occur.

As a result of the motor vehicle stop and subsequent
investigation by local police, two Alton 17-year olds were
charged and several more juveniles were linked to the
incidents. The “almost happy ending” comes about because
the Alton police report that the youths have now recognized
their poor judgment in experimenting with ways of making
big “bangs,” and the parents involved are being very
cooperative in setting things straight.

HUGGINS HOSPITALADDS MD’s

The staff of Huggins Hospital recently welcomed eight
new physicians to their staff. They are: Dr. Christina
Anderson, Dr. David Colville, Dr. William Crawford, Dr. Linda
Haller, Dr. Mark Kelly, Dr. Robert Knoll, Dr. Andri Olafsson
and Dr. Eugene Solod.

Christina Anderson, M.D. and William Crawford, M. D.
both specialize in Family Medicine, while David Colville, M.D.
is board certified in Internal Medicine and Nephrology. Linda
Haller, M.D. is board certified in Obstetrics and Gynecology
and Mark Kelly, M. D. specializes in otolaryngology with
special interest in sinus disease, sleep disorders, and hearing
problems. Robert Knoll, M. D. is board certified in Diagnostic
Radiology; Andri Olafsson, M. D. specializes in General
Surgery; and Eugene Solod, M. D. will be in the Anesthesia
Department.

THE & Open 7 Days a Week
AMMC
M ¢ ’INC.
e Gunse Ammo ¢ Reloading Supplies

Buy ° Sell » Trade * Consignments
Gift Certificates Available

D%F —
(603) 755-9800 E“gj

118 Spring Street, Farmington, NH 03835
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Main Street's Information Center

JANUARY EVENTS

Tue. 1 NEW YEAR'’S DAY, Have you made your resolutions?
Wed. 2 BOYS BASKETBALL at Nute, 7 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL vs. Nute, 7 p.m.
BINGO, American Legion Post, 6:30 p.m.
Fri. 4 BOYS BASKETBALL at Lin-Wood, 7 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL vs. Lin-Wood, 7 p.m.
Tue. 8 ZONING AMENDMENTS HEARING, Town Hall,
7 p.m., see story
Wed. 9 CHRISTIAN WOMEN'’S LUNCH, Conference Center,
11:30 a.m., see story
BINGO, American Legion Post, 6:30 p.m.
Thu. 10 BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC, Pearson Road Community
Center, 10:30 a.m. - 12 noon
SCHOOL BUDGET HEARING, Alton Central
School, 7 p.m.
Fri. 11 GIRLS BASKETBALL vs. Calvary Christian, 5:30 p.m.
BOYS BASKETBALL vs. Calvary Christian, 7 p.m.
Mon. 14 BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP, Library, 6:30 p.m.,
see Checkout
Tue. 15 GIRLS BASKETBALL at Laconia Christian, 5:30 p.m.
BOYS BASKETBALL at Laconia Christian, 7 p.m.
Wed. 16 BINGO, American Legion Post, 6:30 p.m.
Fri. 18 BOYS BASKETBALL at Portsmouth Christian, 7 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL vs. Portsmouth Christian, 7 p.m.
Mon. 21 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY
Tue. 22 SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST, Voter Registration,
Town Hall, 7 p.m., see Election Information
Wed. 23 FILING PERIOD BEGINS, Town and School Offices
BINGO, American Legion Post, 6:30 p.m.
Thu. 24 ASSEMBLE Main Street, American Legion Post, 6:30 p.m.
Fri. 2§ GIRLS BASKETBALL vs. Laconia Christian, 5:30 p.m.
BOYS BASKETBALL vs. Laconia Christian, 7 p.m.
Tue. 29 BOYS BASKETBALL vs. Lin-Wood, 7 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL at Lin-Wood, 7 p.m.
Wed. 30 BINGO, American Legion Post, 6:30 p.m.
Thu. 31 BOYS BASKETBALL vs. Concord Christian, 7 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL at Concord Christian, 7 p.m.

TO LIST YOUR EVENT SUBMIT WRITTEN INFORMATION TO:
(1) P. 0. Box 210, Alton Bay, 03810 or (2) Bank of New Hampshire (Main
Street box). Be sure to include a phone number.

RENEWAL INFORMATION

By Lisa Waterman, Town Clerk

The 2002 dog licenses are now available at the Town
Clerk’s Office. Your current license expires April 30. To
renew your dog’s license, you will need to bring a current
rabies certificate. The fees are $10 for a dog that is not
neutered, $7.50 for a neutered dog, and $2 for an owner over
65 years of age for the first dog. The above information also
applies to owners of new dogs.

If you have an aquatherm, your permit needs to be
renewed at the Town Clerk’s Office. The hours are 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. The phone number
is 875-2101 if you have any questions.

NOTICE FROM ALTON POLICE DEPARTMENT

Be aware that the following could be found on your
vehicle: “YOUR VEHICLE IS IN VIOLATION OF ALTON
TOWN ORDINANCE 9.2.D.1 WHICH STATES: ‘It shall
be unlawful for any person to cause a motor vehicle or trailer
to be parked or stopped on any public highway or municipal
road within the Town of Alton during the period November
15 through April 1 between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.
or at any other time during snow storms when snow removal
maintenance is being performed by the Alton Highway
Department.” SUBSEQUENT VIOLATIONS COULD
RESULT IN THE TOWING OF YOUR VEHICLE AT
YOUR EXPENSE.”

ELECTION INFORMATION FOR 2002

By Lisa Waterman, Town Clerk
The town and school elections will be held Tuesday,
March 12 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Anyone interested in filing
for an office must be a registered voter in the Town of Alton.
The filing period begins Wednesday, January 23 and ends
Friday, February 1 at 5 p.m. You may file at the Town Clerk’s
Office between the hours of 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Thereis a
filing fee of $1 for an office which receives compensation.
If you are not a registered voter, you may fill out the Voter
Registration Card prior to Tuesday, January 22, in the Town
Clerk’s Office or with the Supervisors of the Checklist on
January 22, from 7 - 8 p.m. in Town Hall. You must present
a photo ID and proof of physical residence in Alton, such as
a tax, electric, or cable bill, which shows both your name and
a street/road name, not a post office box. Absentee ballot
applications can be obtained at the Town Clerk’s Office during
business hours.
The offices to be filled in the March election (and the
name of the present holder of the office) are as follows:
Town Elections
Selectman for three years (elect 2)
(Reuben Wentworth, Donald Irvin)
Treasurer for one year
(Patricia Palmer)
Trustee of Trust Funds for three years
(Shirley Copeland)
Library Trustee for three years
(Shirley Copeland)
Fire Ward for three years
(Richard Quindley)
Fire Ward for one year
(Vacancy)
Moderator for two years
(Mark Northridge)
Cemetery Trustee for three years
(Paulette Brooks)
Water Commissioner for three years
(John Conboy)

Budget Committee Member for three years (elect 3)
(Gregory Fuller, Shelby Husak, Scott Sweezey)
Budget Committee Member for two years
(G. Matthew Fuller)

Planning Board Member for three years (elect 2)
(Donn Brock, Dorothye Wentworth)

Planning Board Member for one year
(Vacancy)

Supervisor of the Checklist for six years
(MaryBee Longabaugh)

School District Elections
School Moderator for one year
(Terri Noyes)

School Clerk for one year
(Ruth Messier)

School Treasurer for one year
(Shirley Young)

School Board Member for three years
(Lawrence Alting)

The School District Deliberative Session will be held on
February 2 at 1 p.m., Alton Central School. The snow date
will be February 9.
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1 Main Street's Information Center

SCHEDULES
CHURCHES:
Baha’i Fireside — Thu., 7:30 p.m., Holway Residence, Old
New Durham Road

Bay Church — Sun. School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship Services, 10:45
a.m. in the Conference Center Chapel; ALPHA Pilot Group,
Sun., 6 p.m. Call 875-6765 for schedule of Wed. night
activities; Rev. Robert H. Hett, Pastor; Rev. John Fogell,
Assoc. Pastor

Community Church — Sun. School, 9:45 a.m.; Sun. Services, 8:30
a.m. and 11 a.m.; nursery available on premises; Congrega-
tional Meeting House, Church St.; Rev. Peter Bolster, Pastor

First Free Will Baptist Church — Sun. School, 9:45 a.m.; Church,
11 a.m.; Evening Service, 6 p.m.; Wed. Prayer Meeting,

7 p.m.; Depot St., New Durham; Pastor James Nason

St. Joan of Arc — Weekend Masses at Baptist Meeting House on
Main Street; Services, Sat., 4 p.m. and Sun., 8:00 a.m.;
Weekday Masses, Tue. and Thu., 8 a.m. and Communion
Services Mon., Wed. and Fri., 8 a.m. in Rectory Chapel;

Fr. George Robichaud, Pastor, 875-7191. Sun. Mass St.
Paul’s in Barnstead, 10 a.m.

Wolfeboro Bible Fellowship — Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship
Service, 10:30 a.m.; Evening Service, 6 p.m.; Wed. Prayer
Meeting, 7 p.m.; Route 28; Pastor Scott Button

GILMAN LIBRARY: 875-2550
Tue. and Thu., 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Wed. and Fri., 9 am.-5p.m;
Sat.,, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m,; closed Sun. and Mon.
SENIOR MEAL SITE: 875-7102
Mon - Fri., 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.; Pearson Rd. Community Center
SOLID WASTE CENTER: 875-5801

Sun., Mon., Fri., and Sat., 7 a.m. - 4:45 p.m.

Closed Tue., Wed., and Thu.

Rines Road Pit — Closed until April 2002

TOWN HALL: 875-2161

Selectmen’s Office, Tax Collector, Town Administrator, Town
Clerk, and Welfare Officer, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Building Inspector — 875-5095 for hours and appts.

Parks and Recreation — 875-0109 for info and appts.

Planning Director — 875-5095 for hours and appts.

ORGANIZATIONS:

Alcoholics Anonymous — Tue., 8 p.m., Alton Bay Community
Center

American Legion — 2nd Mon., 7 p.m., Legion Hall, Rte 28

American Legion Auxiliary — 3rd Mon., 7 p.m., Legion Hall

American Legion Jr. Auxiliary — 1st Tue., 6 p.m., Legion Hall

Boy Scout Troop 53 — Wed., 6 p.m., Central Fire Station

Community Services Program, Sat., 2 - 4 p.m., 875-2273

Cub Scout Pack 53 — Last Tue., 6:30 p.m., Legion Hall

Eastern Star — 2nd Tue., when meeting, 875-5211

Flying Club — 2nd Wed., 6:30 p.m., 859-7900

Friends of the Gilman Library — 2nd Tue. (in season), Library

Garden Club — 4th Tue. (in season), Congregational Mtg. House

Happy Hobby Doll Club — 4th Fri., 7 p.m., Pearson Road
Community Center

Historical Society — Watch for announcements of programs, Apr. -
Oct.; Nov. - Mar., Museum open by request, 569-2629

Knights of Columbus — 1st Wed., 7:30 p.m., Pearson Road
Community Center

Lions Club — 1st and 3rd Thu., Foxy Johnnie’s Restaurant, New
Durham, 6:30 p.m.

Masonic Lodge — 2nd Thu., when meeting, 875-7448

Moms In Touch — Tue., 1 p.m., 875-2866

P.T.S.A. — 3rd Wed., Alton Central School HS Library, 7 p.m.

Senior Citizens — 2nd Wed., 1 p.m., Pearson Road
Community Center

VFW — 3rd Mon., 7:30 p.m., Pearson Road Community Center

CALL 875 5067 TO UPDATE THE ABOVE LIST]NGS

Stephan McMahon, 875-6322

BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

BOARD OF SELECTMEN — 1st & 3rd Mondays, 6 p.m.; Cable
Channel 25 replay following Thursday, 7 p.m. and Friday, 9 am.,
Chairman James C. Washburn, call 875-2161 for appointment.

BUDGET COMMITTEE — 3rd Thursday (twice a week in “budget
season”), 7 p.m., Chairman Ruth Messier, 875-6750

CEMETERY TRUSTEES — Meetings posted at Town Hall and
Post Office, Chairman Shirley Lane, 875-5864.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION — 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 7 p.m.,
Town Hall, Co-Chairs, Earl Bagley and Cindy Balcius, 875-5095.*

FIRE WARDS — 2nd Monday, 7 p.m., Central Fire Station,
Chairman Richard Quindley, 875-2910

GILMAN MUSEUM COMMITTEE — Meets on call, Chairman
Bill Crocker, 875-2161.

LAND CONSERVATION INVESTMENT PROGRAM — Meets on
call, Chairman Juliet Peverley, 875-7232.

LEVEY PARK TRUSTEES — Meet on call, Chairman Dick Jones,
875-3855.

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION — Meets on call,
Chairman William Lionetta, 875-0109.

PLANNING BOARD — 2nd Monday, 7 p.m., Chairman to be
announced; call 875-5095 for appointment.

SCHOOL BOARD — 2nd & 4th Mondays, 6 p.m., Chairman Joyce
Hopper, 776-8733

SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST — Meets on call, Chairman
MaryBee Longabaugh, 875-5067.

TRUSTEES OF THE GILMAN LIBRARY — 3rd Monday, 3:45 p.m.,
Chairman Nancy Jordan, 875-2550.

TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS — Meets on call, Chairman Joseph
R. Houle, 875-7321.

WATER COMMISSION — 2nd & 4th Thursday, 8:30 a.m., Water
Department Office, Chairman Reuben L. Wentworth, 875-4200

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT — 1st Thursday, 7 p.m.,
Chairman Fran Washburn, 875-5095.

*DENOTES A CHANGE OF INFORMATION
CALL 875-5067 TO UPDATE THE ABOVE LISTINGS

OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

U.S. SENATE
Robert C. Smith, 307 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC
20510-2903; Phones: (800) 922-2230, (202) 224-2841, Fax:
(202) 224-1353; e-mail: opinion@smith.senate.gov
Judd Gregg, 393 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington DC
20510-2904; Phones: (202) 224-3324, (603) 225-7115,
Fax: (202) 224-4952; e-mail: mailbox @gregg.senate.gov
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
John E. Sununu, 1229 Longworth House Office Building,
Washington DC 20515; Phones: (202) 225-5456, (603) 641-9536,
Fax: (202) 225-5822; e-mail: Rep.Sununu@mail.house.gov
N.H. EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
Ray Burton, 271-3632 (Concord), 747-3662 (Woodsville)
N.H. SENATE
Robert Boyce, 875-7371, e-mail: SenatorBoyce @metrocast.net
N.H. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Gordon Bartlett, 524-1220 (w), 524-6536 (h)
Laurie Boyce, 875-7371, e-mail: ljpboyce @metrocast.net; “walk-in”
office hours 1st Friday of the month, Town Hall, 9 - 11 a.m.
Stanley Czech, 875-3815, e-mail: sdczech@worldpath.net
11 364-7449 Fax: 7448, e-mail: russells@world ath net
P COUNTY COMMISSIONER
Christopher D. B@thby 527-5400
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
James C. Washburn, Chairman, 364-7413
Don Irvin, 875-2161 William Ryan, 875-2112
ngt@n Wentwo;m 875-3388
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THE “BIG LAKE” IS REALLY DOWN
By Bob Longabaugh

For most Alton residents this will not be news, but for
those who do not see Lake Winnipesaukee as they go about
their lives, it may be of interest that the “Big Lake” is at its
lowest level since the winter of 1964/65. When Lake
Winnipesaukee is “full” during the summer, its water level is
at 504.32 feet above sea level. On December 17 when Main
Street inquired of Bob Fay, operator of the Lakeport dam
that regulates the lake level, it was reported that the lake
stood at 501.70 feet, or just about 31 and a half inches below
the level that is considered “full.” The lack of rain since
August is the principal reason for the lowness of the lake.

Low as this might be, however, back in 1964/65 the water
level was six inches less. At the other extreme it wasn’t that
long ago, in June of 1998, that the Big Lake was one big
headache for dock owners because the water level was
lapping at 12 inches over “full.”

THE CHECKOUT DESK
By Holly Brown
Librarian

THANKS FORA WONDERFUL HOLIDAY!

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone
who took part in the annual Friends of the Gilman Library
Holiday Tea on December 4. All who attended enjoyed a
wonderful variety of delicious baked goods. Members of the
Alton Central School Band, Amanda Jones, Katie Brooks,
Kristin Murray, and Kristi Roberts, provided the entertainment
that was a very special addition to the celebration. We are
very pleased to say that this year we welcomed well over
100 people to our Holiday Tea.

Please know that if you were able to take part in this
festive occasion, through donating baked goods, your time,
your musical talent, or just by joining us, your efforts were
greatly appreciated. We look forward to seeing you again
next year, and don’t forget to bring a friend. Thanks go to
the members of the Friends of the Gilman Library who took
part in the decorating committee. Their attention to detail
and creative talents not only helped beautify our library but
also helped us get into the spirit of the holidays. This group
has proven, once again, that “Friends Make Good Things
Happen.” Our Friends will always have a special place in
our hearts, and they welcome new members and new ideas.
For information on how you can be part of this vital
organization, call the library at 875-2550 or stop by the
circulation desk.

Special thanks to the Alton Garden Club for donating the
beautiful wreaths. They add that extra holiday touch to the
main entrances at the front and rear of the library. That
group has never failed to make the holidays special.

Many of our patrons enjoy reading, discussing, and
learning about the Civil War. Itis our pleasure to include the
PBS Home Video Civil War Series in our video collection.
This set, created by Ken Burns, is a very welcome addition
and was donated to the library by the Alton Quilters Club and
Friends of the Gilman Library. Be sure to check it out.

The Book Discussion Group will be meeting on Monday,
January 14, 6:30 p.m. in the Agnes Thompson Meeting Room.
The book of choice is entitled The Notebook by Nicholas
Sparks. If you are in need of a copy of the book, please let
us know.

On behalf of all of us here at the Gilman Library, Have A

Very Happy New Year!

©
SNOWPLOWING

* Tractor Service *
* Snowblowing *
* Salting/Sanding *
* Roof Raking »

call Jack Hewitt in Alton

875-5446

HUPP'S WATER SYSTEMS

Box 1054, Alton, NH 03809
Pumps, Filters, Tanks & Wells
Call our Water Specialist at:
603-875-6969 or 603-387-0029
License #1346
Like your Furnace: Your water system should
be serviced yearly. Systems running incorrectly mean
higher electric bills. Mention this ad and receive
a system service or water test for 325.00

TQLOC.

. Family llalr Care
Main St, Alton, NH
Across from Bank Of NH Tmlus Salon
(603) 8750260 Tuesday - Priday :10-5
Senior Discounts Saturday : 9-1
Walk-lns Welcome After - Hour Appointments Available By Request

~ ALTON'S FULL TIME VIDEO STORE
OPEN 7 DAYS

"SEE IT HERE FIRST"

Movie Mania ~ Alton
Main Street (Next to Village Pizza)

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS 875-0027
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Foley & Son Painting

Cedar Spray & Wood Restoration
House Washing - Logs - Lindals
Clapboards - Shingles

Low pressure washing with cleaning solution.
Cedar Spray can make your natural wood
home look new again.

(603) 875-7540

Call Today For a Free Estimate When a person goes before the Department of Motor
Vehicle’s examiner to take the test for a driver’s license, a

’ . . . . .
question that might be asked is what does the cautionary sign

Duncan Contracting | &S o i you:
But this Main Street quiz is different. Our question is:

4 5 5 -3 3 63 To which one of the above signs are you more likely to pay

fav.\ attention?
The sign on the right appeared on Rand Hill Road near

Ben Rick Spring Street last winter. It came about when a local driver
rounded the semi-blind curve at twilight only to come face to
% EM@ face with a good sized doe. The deer-automobile collision

was avoided but a check with Alton’s Highway Agent the

next r?oming ret\t/galied that th%{’hh'iver’s experience v(s;atsh just

s oy . one of many at this location. en it was suggested that a

Excavation-Structural Repair-The Nearly Impossible deer crossing warning sign might be a good thing at this spot,

the agent agreed but went on to point out that such a road
‘s, BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY ‘f' sign would have to be authorized by the Alton selectmen.

LUNCHEON SPECIALS A major difficulty was that the selectmen would not be

meeting for another thirteen days and then additional time

would be needed to order and receive the necessary signs.

Meanwhile the deer (and the antelope?) would continue to

OLDE B A Y DINER play, and motorists would still be in the dark — even at twilight.
' The local resident, an impatient cuss, took matters into

his own hands and fabricated and put up the sign on the right,
RTE 11 ’ ALTON BAY above. Two weeks later the selectmen acted and the sign on
875-3700 the left was erected this past December.
.7 . D.A.R.AWARD TO PETERSON
Hours: 7:00 am to 1:30 pm By Marilyn St. Cyr, ACS Guidance Director

Marissa Peterson, a senior at Alton Central School (ACS),

H E A R I N G A I D S was chosen to be the Daughters of the American Revolution

(D.A.R.) Good Citizen of Alton Central High School for this

Robert 1. Williams Offering year. Marissa was selected by the faculty and by the senior
BC-HIS Starkey’s PFS - 6000 class for this honor. ”

; 5 Marissa, along with the D.A.R. Good Citizens from other

HIGHEST QUALITY Computer testing & fitting New Hampshire communities, was invited to the D.A.R. Good

BEST PRICES system. Improving accuracy Citizens Luncheon in Concord on December 7. The students

FAST SERVICE and comfort in Hearing toured the N.H. State House and N.H. Historical Museum.

1-800-538-4064 Correction. Digitally m:n];sz ;{v?s sponsored by the Winnipesaukee Chapter of

EXPERT SERVICE Programmable Sequel ®
ALL MAKES Available

CORRECTION TO

“A BRIEF PICTURE OF THE PAST”

TALLS WILTIAMS BLDG DRUG In the December issue of Main Street, page 20, 'it was
PHARMACY By Appointment 10-1 Wednesdays stated that “local po StmaStel.. and painter Bob ROl.hns p alnt[ed]
10-1 Mondays Re. 11 Alton Rochester the rowboats...” Bob Rollins contacted the editors of Main
Wolfeboro 569-2374 875-6059 332-2132 Street and stated that he was never postmaster and he did
not paint the rowboats yellow and orange (although he did do

FREE H O Y| E VI S | TS - FR lj I: H l: ARIN (I T E STS painting for Victoria Pier at Other times)-
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PN By Pamela Arnold
Town Administrator

ALTON — A GREAT TOWN!

With a successful year behind us the town is winding up
another year of providing outstanding service to its citizens.
We would not be as successful as we are, however, were it
not for the dedicated employees we have. I have had the
pleasure of working with them for a year now, and I can
vouch for the fact that this group, regardless of whether they
work for the Police Department or the library, really works
together to accomplish a great deal. I am impressed and
proud.

The next few years are going to be a challenge for us as
we deal with issues that are recurring and typical but also
with those that have been brought about as a result of
September 11. Ibelieve that the employees, volunteers, and
elected officials will find there is strength in numbers and
that we will surpass each year’s previous achievements. I
look forward to working with each of you in the next year
and many years to come. Thank you.

HIGHWAY HAPPENINGS
By Ken Roberts

Highway Agent

HAPPYNEW YEAR!
I’d like to take the time to remind you that
there are 89 miles of roads in town, which with
nine pieces of equipment takes approximately four to five
hours to complete each route. Depending on the severity of
the storm, we continue to keep going over each route until it
stops snowing; then we switch to salting and sanding. It
takes 24 hours to salt and sand all roads in town providing the
storm has stopped. We cannot sand or salt the roads while it
is raining because it would wash away as fast as we spread
it.

We ask for your consideration during these storms for
your safety as well as the safety of the drivers. Please keep
back 200 feet while the vehicles are performing their
emergency operations. Remember, we are on the way!

Please flag your mail boxes with bright colors so the truck
drivers can see them which will help keep them from getting
accidently hit.

Another reminder is that there is a Town Ordinance stating
that anyone leaving snow out on the roadway will be fined
$100. Property owners should not leave snow out in the road
after snow plowing operations have been completed.

All vehicles must be off the roads from November 15
through April 1 between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. or at
any other time during a snow storm when snow removal
operations are being performed by the Alton Highway
Department. Vehicles will be towed at owner’s expense.

The crew took advantage of the good weather in
December to grade roads and clear and chip ditch lines and
culverts. Also accomplished was the road repair (underground
drainage) on Bay Hill Road. We apologize for the
inconvenience that caused.

We would appreciate your patience and cooperation
during the winter season. Please do not hesitate to contact
us at any time should you notice anything we may have missed.
Call us at 875-6808 or e-mail <altonhighway @metrocast.net>.
Thank you and have a safe and prosperous winter season.

As Always, Public Safety Is Our #1 Concern

Y NEW
HAPP = YEAR,

HARDWARE
ALTON HOME & LUMBER CENTER
Rte. 11, Alton, Open 7 Days
Mon.-Sat 7:30 am-5:00pm Sun. 8:30am-4:00pm
(603) 875-3900
Hydraulic Hoses
Winter Sand Mix

Salt and Calcium
All your winter needs and more!

“We’re the problem solvers”

Licensed Installer

C@ag Fhaomp

nmpany

Service & Installation e Septic & Well Pumps
Emergency Service

Phone 603-235-0272
Fax 603-875-1063

P.O. Box 71
Alton Bay, NH 03810

Barbara’s Little Beauty Shop

Family Hair Care
Senior Citizens Discounts
OPEN TUES. - FRI.

N. Barnstead Rd.
Ctr. Barnstead, NH

776-3920
Barbara Elliott

Your choices are NOT limited.
Give us a call TODAY .........
Let the POWER of RE/MAX go to work for you!

Bob Landry & Linda Kramar Qm‘ l#
g%,

RE/MAX Lakes & Mountains

We Serve the entire Lakes Region ~
Offering you more exposure in your real estate transaction

52 7-3434 Extension 706 or 707

Visit our website: www.lakesregionrealtor.net
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BUCHANAN ASSOCIATES, INC.
www.maxfieldrealestate.com
email: maxb@worldpath.net

FAX#875-6378
| 1-800-871-5687
*Residential REAL ESTATE

« Commerclal S/NCE 1954 \\8//?7/&3‘1__}\-2/\8//

Waterfrot B=m ®  MAIN ST., ALTON, NH

i NULLAEN ] ‘
‘ Maxticld §
‘ Real Estate

N

L.L. Braswell

Excavation © Building Contractor

Land Clearing - Drainage - Roadwork
Septic Systems- Houses - Barns
Garages- Additions
875-5313

ART BURSEY

’&‘ Owl’s Nest Cottages
Country Store & Restaurant
Rt 11 West Alton, N.H.

RFD #4 Box 244 (603)293-7795
Laconia, NH 03246 Fax (603)293-4570
¥ Dry fower Avurgenents ¥ DBaskels ¥ FokAt ¥ Dolley ¥ Cndles ¥
_§, The Qualty hand crated gt ]
> "V“ C aft g
> l l l I I f WINTERHOURS: &
LA ,._Cottase Thursday -Monday <
> Roe 1, Main Strect 10AM-5PM g
i PO. Box B6 ¥ Aon Bey, NA 03810 %

{608) 8B-81
¥ Applicued dwealatirls & Chilchens Wear ¥ Quits ¥ Tole Dainting ¥

NEW DURHAM ALTON FARMINGTON

JOE GOODROW'S
RUBBISH REMOVAL

875-4488
235 STOCKBRIDGE CORNER ROAD
ALTON, NH 03809

SCHOOL BUSETIQUETTE

By Amanda Eason
Editors’ note: The following story first appeared in the
December, 1999, Main Street. Now seems an appropriate
time of year to repeat its message.

Winter is upon us and with it slippery roads. As a parent
and school bus driver, I would like to offer some ideas to
students and parents on bus safety.

School busses carry 70 to 84 children, all under the
supervision of one adult. The 40’x 8' frame has to navigate
tight areas under all conditions, often with inches to spare,
and only a narrow view through mirrors. Snowbanks, low-
hanging branches, or a mis-hung mailbox become obstacles
to maneuver around. That’s outside the bus. What about the
70+ kids inside the bus?

Unlike delivery or dump trucks or 18-wheelers, the load
is alive and kicking and ready to break all the rules for the
sake of, well, breaking the rules. Kids and rules, rules and
kids — the two go together like vinegar and oil. The two
together make a tasty dressing; but separate we still have
sour vinegar and slick oil — and separate they will. Drivers
constantly remind students: stay seated, no eating on the
bus, and follow the bus safety rules.

Safety is the first reason for any rules posted on a bus.
Staying seated and facing forward keeps children protected
in the event of a collision, plus a moving bus is disorienting
and physically strenuous when working against inertia,
swaying, and braking of the vehicle, not to mention distracting
the driver. Open food is not allowed because of cleanliness
and possible choking hazards. A lollipop hanging in a child’s
mouth can be pushed into the throat by any number of events,
a danger less likely to happen in a more stable situation.

A less known safety problem is behavior at the bus stop.
A driver cannot see the 10-foot space around the sides of the
bus or directly in front. A student running alongside isn’t
likely to be seen. (I know; as a kid I missed the bus, ran up to
get the driver’s attention as she took off — but she never
saw me.) Students who approach the bus before it comes to
a full stop run many risks. The driver of a passenger car
may try to whip around the right side to get past in the
breakdown lane, even at a stop. Children can be run over or
in winter may not be able to get out of the way if the bus
begins to slip; they should wait for the “thumbs up” signal
before crossing.

It’s difficult to get kids to understand that rules are
designed for safety. Ask a student to face forward; likely
you will get a glare and a grudging swing around — for a
short time. Itis virtually impossible to enforce no food allowed.
On a crowded afternoon bus kids want to spread out and
switch seats as spaces become open. An uncooperative
student endangers every student on the bus. The driver must
avert attention from the road to the student mirror and the
child. Every second the driver’s eyes are off the road the
environment around the bus may change with a loss of
reaction time. Many bus drivers pull over to the side of the
road to deal with problems.

Driving a school bus is a very “busy” situation. Lots of
kids, a large vehicle, and outside traffic all add up for a
challenging trip. Always remember: Drive Safely!

MAKE YOURNEW YEAR’S
RESOLUTIONA REALITY
Start using Herbalife Health & Nutrition Products
and
Lose 4 - 8 Ibs. a week. Weight loss is guaranteed.
For more information call Linda (603) 875-2781.







