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Dear Friends and Members of Old North,
It’s been a Summer!  I don’t quite know how it happened, but August has evaporated, and September—with all of its programming and school starts and (thankfully!) crisper weather—is upon us.  In my engagements calendar the month is already densely and variously colored in, with October beginning to sprout bookings as well.  For me, that means beginning to browse Advent themes, and daydreaming about why Christmas 2019 might be especially meaningful to us at Old North.  Who doesn’t love the excitement of new birth, and all it brings:  hope, love, joy, peace…  
Some days, it’s a challenge to “stay in the moment”, but stay we must, because there’s lots of good things coming to us in the nearer future—just read on and see:  Thriving Congregations, Sunday School start-up, Choirs resuming, beginning practices for a Family Christmas Day, with odds and ends of sprucing up around the buildings and grounds always an on-going consideration and discipline along the way.  How can we be better at welcoming newcomers?  What could be done to better serve the people God sends our way?  What more can we do to share Christ in the world, and encourage others to join us in praising God?  
Our summer worship theme has been “Christian Living (How are YOU going to live?)”	, and I’m wondering in what ways we have become closer to embodying the Law of God that Jesus lived so vividly in the Luke texts we’ve been following: “Love God and your neighbor as yourself”?  As ever, I pray you will continue to struggle with me to do better in the months ahead to answer that biblically:  to love justice, to practice kindness, and to walk humbly with our God (Micah 6:8).  See you at church!																																																																																																																In Christian Love --Pastor Susan
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						                                  Stay for lunch following 9:30 a.m. Worship.
					                            Bring a side dish or dessert to share if you are able.
                                                Everyone is invited!


DID YOU KNOW THAT OUR SYNOD FOUNDATION HAS OPPORTUNITIES FOR LOANS AND EVEN SOME GRANTS?
Wise men and women in 1987 created an independent, not-for-profit corporation named the Synod Foundation:  “To receive, hold, manage, invest, and re-invest the real estate and investment assets of the Regional Synod of the Mid-Atlantics and to process and act upon loan requests and upon requests for grants from the churches and classes within the jurisdiction of RSMAt from its commissions and subsidiary corporations, and from others within the scope of its concern and mission.”
The Synod Foundation is governed by eight trustees appointed on an annual basis at RSMAt's annual meeting. The Trustees approve the loans and grants and manage the other investments. The Foundation currently has 20 active church and social responsibility loans totaling over $1.1 million. The balance of the funds, $1.8 million, are invested in a wide variety of short and long term securities.
Churches secure loans for new roofs, parsonage or church furnace replacements or upgrades, repointing brick or stone, interior church and parsonage renovations, removing accessibility issues, purchasing a building, and hurricane cleanup and repairs. Recently, in keeping with the 2019 General Synod’s exhortation for our congregations to reduce our use of non-renewable energy sources, four churches have secured loans for solar systems as a witness to green stewardship and expecting to lower their future electrical energy costs even as the solar system loan is being paid. With the Federal and New Jersey government assistance, the expectation is for the loan to be paid in around 12 years with the life of the solar panel system good for another 15 or so years.






Consistory next meets on Thursday, September 19, at 6:45 p.m.


You can visit the church website at https://oldnorth.church

NEWEST MEMBERS OF OLD NORTH
On Sunday, May 12th, we joyfully welcomed back Marilyn Hashway as a full member in good standing of our congregation by Reaffirmation of Faith.  Then on Pentecost Sunday, June 9th, the Confirmation Class, consisting of Megan Passarotti and Aidan Kenny, joined our church by Profession of Faith.  Thanks be to God for their presence and continuing engagement in the life of Old North!  Please offer your welcome and support!
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FAMILY CHRISTMAS PROGRAM AT OLD NORTH
Fall is coming soon, along with the wonderful cooler weather and beautiful colors that we all love!  This fall, thanks to an initiative coordinated by Marilyn Hashway, we will be working on our Family Christmas Program, to be held in the Auditorium on Sunday, December 22, after the Fourth Sunday of Advent Worship Service.  (I am sure you have already seen the notices in the weekly bulletins requesting some things we will need for the program; see the list on the next page.) 
We have a wonderful family day planned at Old North—so be sure to invite family and friends!  After our worship service in the sanctuary, Coffee Hour will be in the Lounge from 10:30-11:15, with some special "finger" foods to nibble on before our Program begins at 11:30.  Doors will open for the Auditorium at 11:15-- so plan on coming in and getting ready for a wonderful Christmas Celebration.  After hearing the story of Jesus's birth-- told a little differently with readings and music by our Sunday School and volunteers—all are invited into the Lounge for a celebratory Reception.
[image: Image result for creche baby jesus]On Rally Day, September 8th, we will be coordinating with the Sunday School children about parts and the songs they will sing.  Marilyn will be keeping everyone updated as the weeks go by, until we get to our Family Day at Old North! 			                             (SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22!)









CAN YOU HELP?  WE NEED:
· Large cardboard appliance boxes 
· Christmas "Fireplace mantel"
· Sewing ability for costumes
· 2 doorways (build or borrow?)
· $$ donation toward paint for scenery.
· $$ donation toward an LED spotlight for the balcony (approx. $100)
· $$ donation toward costume materials purchased (angels' wings; fabric, etc.)
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AUTUMN EVENINGS:  7 WEDNESDAYS BIBLE STUDY
7:00 - 8:30 p.m. in the Old North Lounge
September 18, 25; October 2,9,23,30; November 6
(No session on October 16)
$12.00 book donation.  Books available in the church office.
"We Are the Church...LET'S ACT LIKE IT" 
Bible Study of Acts, from Upper Room Books.
"A seven-week study of the book of Acts, taking a close look at the early church and learning from its example.  How did these early churches get it right, and how did they stumble? What can we learn from their experiences that might help us be better disciples in our world today?"

CAMP WARWICK BOTTLE RECYCLING PROGRAM
Our year-to-date total for bottle recycling is $154.00.  Keep bringing in your uncrushed bottles and Ethel Reitsema will continue to turn them into cash for our Sunday School kids.  Thank you Ethel!!

ENCOURAGING THRIVING CONGREGATIONS
On September 6th & 7th Old North will be hosting the Encouraging Thriving Congregations program groups, consisting of ministers and representatives from nine congregations in our Regional Synod.  If you are able to volunteer to set up, serve, and/or clean up on Friday night and/or Saturday, please contact the church office.  There will be approximately 12-14 on Friday night, and 40-45 on Saturday; food will be delivered.  You may also stay to participate in the Saturday meeting.


FRIENDS TO FRIENDS COMMUNITY CHURCH: 25th Anniversary Worship Celebration!  September 15th, 5:30 Reception and 7:00 p.m. Worship.  In May of 2014, this community became a worshiping congregation of the Greater Palisades Classis (RCA).
                       [image: ]NEW SIGN


Did you know our programmable sign is daily passed by over 3,000 vehicles, and countless pedestrians?  The church office is learning “the tricks of the trade” in putting up information; the possibilities for sharing programming, affirmations, information, and the Gospel are profound!  Paid for by a small portion (less than 10%) of a generous bequest from former pastor the Rev. Richard Van der Borgh, Old North’s ministries are expanded into the next generation.
The message changes every 5 seconds, with several programmed at once.  If you’d like to learn more about it or offer a suggestion, call the church office or talk directly to Pastor Susan!
THRIFT SHOPPE – GRAND RE-OPENING!
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 21
9 A.M. – 2 P.M.
New Lay-out; Halloween & Autumn Goods Galore!
Excellent Housewares in the “Crystal Room”
Plenty of affordable and great clothes options.
WELCOME BACK!



LOCAL PRESCHOOL GRADUATION HELD AT ONRC
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Once again a local preschool held its June graduation ceremony in our Auditorium—this year, with air conditioning!  Next year, they can also enjoy sitting in the new comfortable chairs, purchased with memorial funds and dedicated in July with a plaque at the doorway.  Thanks be to God for our many blessings!


   Didn’t make it to last year’s Concerts at Old North?  Don’t despair!  They were so good, we’re doing it again!  Our goals are to share our building, bring folks in from outside the congregation, offer great affordable music locally, and generally have a good time!

2019-2020 CONCERT SERIES DATES
(all at 4:00pm)
Sunday, October 27  --  Return of the Brass Quintet!
Sunday, January 12  --  Music for (Winter) Winds
Sunday, March 23     --  Strings Sing for Spring
Sunday, May 3 -- Jazz in the Sanctuary
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WE APPRECIATE YOUR DONATIONS, BUT EVEN MORE, YOUR PRESENCE!
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From the Keyboard of our Music Director, Alan Newman…
MUSIC IN OLD NORTH
As your Director of Music, I am grateful for many things!  I appreciate the instrument I play on every week – our 3 manual Tellers pipe organ that I designed and was installed in 1973.  Not only did our congregation raise the funds to purchase it in a matter of a few weeks, but also made a commitment to maintain it in excellent playing condition.  I am also appreciative of the members of our choirs – Senior and Children.  Their devotion to the musical life of our church is to be commended!  
	RALLY DAY SPECIAL SCHEDULE FOR CHOIRS
Rally Day, September 8, is the beginning of a brand-new Program Year at church!  Our choirs welcome back our regulars with a special invitation for new singers – young and old.  Both choirs will rehearse at 9:00 a.m. in the Chapel for a combined anthem to be sung in our 9:30 a.m. worship service. The children will sing with the Senior Choir for the Introit.  (During the Sharing of the Peace, the children will go to their usual seats in front of the congregation for the Children’s Sermon, then proceed to Sunday School.)  Because of the covered dish luncheon following worship, we will not rehearse further that morning.  Instead, we’ll enjoy each other’s company and the luncheon!
On September 15, the regular choir rehearsals begin.  The children will meet in the Chapel at 10:30 a.m. following Sunday School.  The Senior Choir will rehearse, again in the Chapel, at 11:00 AM following Coffee Hour.  There are no auditions:  all willing voices are welcome to join us in “making a joyful noise” for worship!
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[image: ]Thanks to everyone who donated bookbags and school supplies to our collection this year, and to Karen DiBella for delivering them!


STEINWAY PIANO
The Steinway piano in the Sanctuary was donated to Old North in 1972 by Russell Garrett Demarest, Jr. and his son, Dan Washington Demarest, in memory of their wife and mother, J. Beatrix Demarest. Last year, the piano was moved from the former Choir Room to the Sanctuary, and the piano that had been in the Sanctuary was moved into the Auditorium to enable us to broaden our musical opportunities there.  The Steinway is a fine instrument, used with the Children’s Choir and on special occasions. It was a pleasure as well to hear it played at the Jazz Concert last May!  We are grateful to the Demarests for their generous gift to Old North, and for the legacy of music in Beatrix’s memory.
CHRISTMAS COOKIES IN JULY?!  YES WE DID!
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About a dozen of us decorated butter cookies with Pastor Susan using Royal Icing and toothpicks in a “dragging” technique on a Friday night in July.  We are SO grateful for the air conditioning in the Auditorium, which enables groups to use the space comfortably year round!

Children’s Sunday School
Regular Sunday School will begin on September 8!  The children will continue to join us for the beginning of worship and leave after the Children’s Message for Sunday School.
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Community Ministries
MEALS ON WHEELS NEEDS VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
Cresskill, Dumont, Mahwah, Paramus, Park Ridge and River Edge.  Volunteers spend two hours each month delivering meals.  The food is picked up between 10 and 11 a.m. and delivered to 10 to 12 clients.  
Call 201-358-0050 to volunteer or visit pvmealsonwheels.org.

THE CENTER FOR FOOD ACTION IS IN NEED OF ITEMS
Mayonnaise, canned chicken, Spaghetti O’s (canned meals), canned soup, instant potatoes, rice, tomato paste, powdered milk, coffee, syrup, pancake mix, cookies, chips, house cleaning supplies, laundry detergent, toilet paper, paper towels and napkins.  Back to School items:  Pretzels, chips, fruit cups, cookies, mini boxes of cereal, tuna, canned chicken, mayonnaise, peanut butter, jelly, snack or lunch bags, and small zip lock bags.    
Bring your “shopping for a friend” items to church and place in the collection box under the coat rack in the Church House.  If you are able to deliver the collected items to Englewood, there is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board across the hall from the collection location.

DUMONT DAY 125TH CELEBRATION
On Saturday, September 7, in Memorial Park, celebrations will continue n honor of Dumont’s 125th anniversary of incorporation.  Dumont Clarke IV, great-grandson of the first mayor (whose fireplace mantel now resides in our main hallway)  will be in town to share family history and tour historic sites.  The first Dumont Clarke was a pillar of Old North congregational life for the many years he and his family resided in Dumont, and “His benefactions were many, though confined chiefly to the poor in and around Dumont, and he took especial delight in personally directing his charities. He would send his son Stanley to the homes of those he thought in need to inquire as to their wants and soon afterward the need was quietly filled. It was all done with the least possible ostentation and generally took the form of coal, eatables, etc., rather than money, although he was a generous contributor to charitable objects.” 
Dumont Clarke, 1840-1908, is buried in Newport, RI, where he grew up.

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY
	Each Tuesday at noon, Pastor Susan gathers with anyone who shows up and, starting with a prayer, together they take a look at the lessons for the following Sunday’s worship.  Generally that means resourcing the Revised Common Lectionary.  Readings can be found on line at 
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/ or on the back of the Old North Church calendar (graciously supplied each year by Frech-McKnight Funeral Home), available at the church.
One participant recently observed that it’s the most personal Bible Study ever experienced—that is; it’s not about inculcating dogma or teaching doctrine, but all about exploring and growing in your Christian faith, and in your relationship with God-Creator.  You are welcome to come try it out!  It is one of Old North’s most ecumenical community programs.  See if it’s a good fit for you!
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JOIN US OR SUPPORT OUR CROP WALK TEAM
       Northeast Bergen CROP Walk/South Walk
1:30 p.m.  Sunday, October 20
At The Presbyterian Church at Tenafly, goes to Old North,
[image: ]and returns to the Church in Tenafly. (Approx. 8.6 K, 5.33 miles)








Questions?  See Scott Benell
or call Old North’s Church Office
201-385-2243









































O
LD 
N
ORTH 
R
EFORMED 
C
HURCH
 
 120 Washington Avenue

 
Dumont, NJ 07628
https://oldnorth.church
 

image3.jpeg
R L AT 2
LAtV 7L NN N
®:®:® Green Leaf Border St a-e-a

n TR T N3 7

PodDoOPoDOBODOO
AN A\ PN
L XX B EX XY XY XX )




image4.png
'1"- . '.S.
[) L [
ZoNe

RALLY DAY




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.emf

image9.jpg




image10.jpg




image11.jpeg




image12.gif
R ERRREREE

e R L 2
e 3 38 e 90 e acfl

Feskfesefese e




image13.jpeg
bwc21183494 Barewalls ©




image14.jpeg




image15.jpeg




image16.jpeg




image17.jpeg




image18.jpeg




image19.jpeg
| ﬂ% ! o Change the world.
J E One community garden at a time.
CROP ._E‘amsc;; s . ﬂ nose averl st potatoes in Edul e and Gre

Saciaand economc pros

. They are

Walk. Give. Change the world.

crophungerwalk.org CWS  coshmemiicon

et B38-CWS-CROP





image20.png




image21.png




image200.png




image210.png




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image2.jpg
maalkit





image3.jpg
maalkit





