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The Norfolk & Suffolk Tennis League Rules
1.
Name & Constitution

a)
This League (formed 1968) shall be called “The Norfolk & Suffolk Tennis League” and shall consist of clubs invited by members of the league within a reasonable travelling distance of each club.

b)
The constitution of the league and the number of clubs competing in the league shall be determined by the league committee.

c)
The league has stipulated that only clubs that are officially LTA affiliated may participate in the league.

2.
Annual Subscription

The annual subscription for teams participating in the league shall be determined each year at the Annual General Meeting and is due on April 1.

3.
Management

a)
The league shall be controlled by a council of representatives of each member club, together with the Chairman & Honorary Secretary/Treasurer.

b)
No member shall be allowed to vote on any matter appertaining to the club he/she represents.  In the event of the voting being equal on any one question, the Chairman shall have full jurisdiction over all matters affecting the league including matters not specifically provided for in these rules.   All communications must be addressed to the Honorary Secretary who shall conduct the league correspondence and keep a record of all meetings.

4.
Annual General Meeting


a)
The Annual General Meeting shall be held each year in March.  Each 


member club shall have the right to send two (2) delegates to the meeting, 

one of whom may vote on each matter.   The delegates present shall elect the 

offices for the ensuing year.  The officers shall consist of the Chairman, the 

Honorary Secretary, the Treasurer, and committee members as elected.
b)
The structure of the league for the forthcoming season shall be agreed at the AGM. As guidance one team shall be promoted and one demoted where the divisions contain 5 or 6 teams and where there are 7 teams two shall be promoted and demoted

c)
If a club with more than one team in a section (Ladies, Mens or Mixed) 


wishes to withdraw a team this must be the lowest team, other than in 


exceptional circumstances approved by the AGM.

d)
If a club does not send any delegates to the AGM, the club may be excluded 

from the league for the forthcoming season subject to a vote of the meeting. 

If retention is approved the club must contact all league opposition for the 

forthcoming season within seven days to arrange fixtures.
e)
If trophies are not returned to the committee by the Finals Day prior to the AGM at which they are due to be presented, at the discretion of the committee a penalty of £20 per trophy may be imposed on the club not returning them. In the event a trophy is lost the club who has signed for receipt of the trophy at the AGM will be liable to pay the cost of replacement plus the cost of engraving up to 10 previous winners on the trophy in an appropriate format. This amount shall not exceed £100. The committee shall consider a trophy lost 60 days after the AGM of the year the trophy was due to be presented.
5.
Matches

a)
All matches shall be played in accordance with “The Rules of Tennis”.   Each team shall consist of two doubles pairs. Each pair shall play two sets against both of the opponent’s pairs.  If the score reaches six games all in any set, a tie -break shall be played to decide the set.  The winners of a match shall be the team, which has won the most sets.  In the event of the number of sets being equal, the match shall be declared a draw.

b)
Where more than one team from the same club are in the same division, the matches between those teams must be played before the 30th June

c)
All clubs with more than one Ladies, Mixed or Mens team should register their top three players prior to the start of the season, players nominated cannot play-down to influence results in lower divisions
6.
Points System

a)
Two (2) points shall be awarded for each match one, one (1) point shall be awarded for each match drawn and no (0) points shall be awarded for each match lost.

b)
Teams shall be placed in order of the number of points attained during the course of the season.  The team with the most points shall be declared champions of their respective league division.  The number of teams in each division and the number of the teams to be promoted and relegated at the end of each season shall be decided each year at the Annual General Meeting.

c)
In the event of two or more teams sharing the same number of points at the end of the season, their positions shall be decided in order of the greatest ratio of sets won to sets lost.

d)
If a team fails to fulfil a fixture, other than provided for in rules 7 & 10, that team shall be penalised two points. However rearrangement by mutual agreement more than 7 days before the fixture date is permitted.  The match should be rearranged and the points awarded in the normal way. Should the match not be played the other team shall be awarded two points.

 e)
If a team fails to fulfil more than two (2) fixtures in a season that team shall be disqualified and all matches previously played by that team shall be discounted.

7.
Matches Interrupted by bad weather

a)
When a match has been started but can not be completed due to bad weather or bad light every effort should be made to ensure the same players arrange to complete the match. If necessary incomplete sets may be played on an ad hoc basis. The arranged date(s) should be within one month of the original match date. In the event of failure to agree arrangements the honorary secretary is to be contacted for a decision.

b)
Where a match has started but has been interrupted by bad weather or in the event that captains agree that light may prematurely terminate a match, captains may agree to complete the match using a shortened format such as champions tie break representing a set or completing remaining games in a set with sudden death point at deuce. Any agreed format is acceptable. The format decided upon should comply with the rules of tennis rules and should be recorded on the match result sheet. If the captains fail to agree, the match to be completed under rule 7 (a).
8.
Players Injured

In the event of a player being unable to continue play during the course of a match, the player in question shall be allowed the duration of the match to recover. If, upon completion of all the other sets in the match, the injured player is still unable to resume play, then he or she must forfeit the set, which was in progress together with any remaining sets.

9.
Notification of results

It is the responsibility of the home team to ensure that the mens, ladies, or mixed, league co-ordinator as appropriate receives a completed fixture card within ten (10) days of the fixture. If the co-ordinator receives a card after this deadline then the home team shall be penalised by a fine of £ 2.00.  The co-ordinator may accept notification of results by other media within a specified time limit, but this must be followed up with a signed/completed fixture card. Note as per AGM results to be entered on the LTA website as given in separate instructions. PH 13/04/11
     10.
Postponement of matches

a)
Matches should only be postponed due to bad weather.

b)
In the event of a postponement due to bad weather, the home club must notify the League Co-ordinator of a new date for the postponed match within (10) ten days of the original fixture date. If this deadline is not met, the home team shall be penalised one point.

c)
The League Co-ordinator shall have the right to penalise the away team one point where the home team attempts to rearrange the fixture but does not receive the co-operation of the away team.  To obtain a ruling, the home team must contact the League Co-ordinator within 10 days of the original fixture date; otherwise rule 10(b) shall apply.

d)
If matches are postponed for any other reason the team requesting the postponement shall:

· Notify the League Co-ordinator

· Be responsible for re-arranging the fixture

· Receive two penalty points in accordance with rule 6d
11.
Eligibility of players

a)
Each player must be a fully paid up member of the club he or she represents.

b)
Having played a match for a club, a player may not play for an alternative club in the same section of the league for the remainder of the season. The sections of the league are “Men’s”, “Ladies” and “Mixed”.

12. Duration of Tennis season
The playing of all matches is to be arranged for completion before second Saturday in September and all re-arranged matches by the end of September. Any matches not played by the end of September shall be declared void.
      13.
Alteration of rules
a)
No alterations may be made to these rules except at the Annual General Meeting or at an Extraordinary General Meeting specifically convened for the purpose.

b)
The Honorary Secretary shall convene an Extraordinary General Meeting upon receipt of a requisition, which must be signed by representatives of at least five clubs.

c)
Seven days notice shall be given for all meetings.

Amendment History

19th April 2015

AGM. At request of, and after discussion with, club delegates, to rule 6d, reducing the penalty period for re-arrangement of matches by mutual consent, from 14 days to 7 days. Carried unanimously.
31st March 2016 
AGM. Rule 4e updated to represent the increasing cost of replacing lost trophies.



AGM. Rule 7 updated with the addition of rule 7b to allow captains to agree on different formats in completing matches in the event of bad weather.
27th March 2024 
League participation now requires that each club holds accredited LTA affiliation. Any club that wishes to join the league, must be able to show current LTA affiliation documentation.

Notes

14th April 2023.

Responsibility regarding Allergies was discussed at the AGM and delegates decided that responsibility lay with the players to manage any possible problems that an individual player may have with food provided at after match refreshments. Delegates did not feel this needed to be added within the rules.
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