“The Messenger”
NOVEMBER 2025
 St. Paul’s UCC (513-422-4519); Rev. Rich Luh, Pastor (937-993-5464)
“ARE WE TRULY GRATEFUL?”
This is the month when we celebrate Thanksgiving. It’s a time when we gather with family over a delicious meal, preceded by a prayer to God, thanking him for all the blessings He has given us over our lifetime.
Then, those who attend church services find themselves reciting a prayer of thanksgiving each week as the offering is brought forth to the altar. Outside of those instances and on other special occasions when we have a common meal, we tend to place our thankfulness on the back burner.
Too often people cry and moan about what used to be or what other people have and totally ignore the wonderful gifts our Creator has opened to us to enjoy now! We forget to be thankful for what we have, rather than complain about what we don’t have! We lose sight of all the precious gifts God supplies us with every day! 
Just look around and take a long look at what you now have in your life – your family, your friends, opportunities to travel, to get out and enjoy nature at its fullest, to work, to be able to help someone less fortunate, to be a part of a group that reaches out into the community, to be a part of a church family that cares about you and looks forward to encouraging you and comforting you in our times of need. This list could go on and on.
Needles to say, we all have so much to be thankful for and often do not take the time to thank God for these gifts of His love and compassion for us. On Thanksgiving, the only one who truly has every right to withhold any thanks is the turkey! So, let’s become more conscientious about giving thanks to the Lord and become more determined than ever to repay His generosity with our own outreach in love, compassion, forgiveness and goodwill to all we meet along the way.
Thus, Thanksgiving will not just be another holiday – or just be a one-shot opportunity for us to give thanks to the Giver, but it will be a kickstart for us to become more aware of what a wonderful world God has given to us and what better ways we can truly say to God, “Thank you, Lord for giving me what I have and encouraging me to do the best I can with those gifts you have brought into my life!
Shalom,
Pastor Rich
TOTEN FEST SERVICE
Our ANNUAL TOTEN FEST SERVICE, where we celebrate the lives of those who have gone on, will be held on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD.
If you have anyone you wish to lift up in remembrance, please get the names into Sue no later than November 17th. If we have no names, then this service will be for general Thanksgiving.
    LAY READERS           GREETERS                  USHERS
2 – Hillary Fraley                   Rick Lyons           Larry/Darlene Adams
9 – Marsha Minge        Charlene Kiniyalocks    Carl/Jennifer Batliner 
16-Carl Batliner                  John Williams         Tom/Marcia Shibley
23-Corrine Lowman        Judy/Steve Green       
30-Austin/Kaitlynne Schultz    Dan Flory          Cindy Burnett/R. Lyons
If any of you can help for next year, please see Barb.
THANKFULness
First among the things to be thankful for is a thankful spirit. Some people would grumble at the accommodations in Heaven if they ever get there. They take their blessings here so much as a matter of course, that even a day of general thanksgiving once a year is more than they feel any need of. And if their personal blessings in any measure fail, gratitude for what they have had or still enjoy is the last thing they think of. Another class really desires to be thankful, but they are naturally despondent. Their sky is as dark with clouds as though a special Old Probabilities were employed to keep it full. They go through the world in a deprecating spirit, hoping things may turn out well yet fearing for the worst. We always feel glad for this class when Thanksgiving Day comes around. They then have an official warrant for gratitude. If their own hearts do not formulate blessings, they can listen to the sermon or look to the President’s proclamation.
How different with the thankful heart! What a gift it is to be born with an outlook toward the bright side of things! And if not so by nature, what a triumph of grace to be made thankful through a renewed heart! It is so much more comfortable and rational to see what we have to be thankful for and to rejoice accordingly, than to have our vision forever filled with our lacks and our needs. Happy are they who possess this gift! Blessings may fail and fortunes vary, but the thankful heart remains. The happy past, at least, is secure – and Heaven is ahead.
SPEAKING OF BEING THANKFUL
Our church is giving to Hope House another donation toward their annual Thanksgiving Dinner they put on to the tune of $250.00. We ardently support their ministry in the community and are glad we can contribute to their outreach. Your donations help make this possible!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Our Fall Congregational Meeting will be held downstairs in Fellowship Hall on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD after worship. The annual budget will be voted on and an update of our Anniversary celebration for next year.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
1 – CHUCK CLARK
5 – JULIE RATLIFF
11 – STEVE SCHNABL
12 – JENNIFER BATLINER
17 – JULIE MEEKER-KISHLER
23 – KAITLYNNE SCHULTZ
May you all have a wonderful celebration on your special day!
[][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][][]
To awaken each morning with a smile brightening my face, to greet the day with reverence, for the opportunities it contains; to approach my work with a clean mind; to hold eve before me, even in the doing of little things, the Ultimate Purpose toward which I am working; to meet men and women with laughter on my lips and love in my heart; to be gentle, kind and courteous through all the hours; to approach the night with weariness that ever woos sleep and the joy that comes from work well done – this is how I desire to waste wisely my days. THOMAS DREIER
BELL CHOIR PERFORMS ON NOVEMBER 23RD
Our Bell Choir, consisting of Barb Flory, Calleigh Barraclough, Austin and Kaitynne Schultz, Hillary Fraley, Pastor Rich and Marsha Minge, Director, will perform on November 23rd.
 “DO YOU REMEMBER WHEN….”
The 150th Anniversary Committee is looking for stories/memories of anything special that has happened during your years of attending St. Paul’s UCC. It can be a funny story or a serious one. We are looking for those memories from our members which have made us into who we are today.
I’m sure we all have some memories from our Sunday School days, plays, dinners, soup making, softball team stories, cornhole competitions from years ago. Just jot down a few sentences or talk to one of the committee members: Darlene Adams, Steve Schnabl, Co-Chairs, Barb Flory, Charlene Kiniyalocts, Rick Lyons, Jennifer Batliner, Pastor Rich.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, November 4th at 10am in Fellowship Hall.
CRAYONS TO COMPUTERS
This is a ministry we support with a special offering during the month of June. They are having an 8th Annual Class reunion to celebrate Crayons to Computers’ major donors on November 7th from 4:30-600.   Appetizers and beverages will be served. 
It will be held at 1365 Tennessee Avenue in Cincinnati at the new annex building across the street from their store/warehouse.
If interested, please RSVP BY NOVEMBER 3RD to Tarryn Mansfield@crayons2computers.org or call 513-482-6821.
This is a thank-you event, not a fundraiser.
“Old age to me is always fifteen years older than I am!” BERNARD M. BARUCH
OUR LUNCH BUNCH
Due to the holiday weekend, we will not go out this month.
COME, WORSHIP WITH US!
2 – “Transforming Love” – Communion; Bell Choir practice
9 – “Hold on to Faith” – Church Council meets
16 – “Infinite Possibilities”; Bell Choir Practice
23 – “Together in Christ” - Toten Fest Service; Congregational Meeting after in Fellowship Hall; Bell Choir performs during worship
30 – “Called to Gift”; First Sunday of Advent
LET’S REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING
IN OUR PRAYERS: Ruby McQuade (Spring Hills), Charlene Hale (Majestic), Anne Turner, Judy Curtis, Andy Minge, Jack Kiniyalocts, Becky Hall, Abby Alexander, Kip, Susan Hannah, Bryan Canter, Pat Beatty, Stephanie Harrison
Keep these people in your thoughts that they may feel the hand of God touching their lives with His love.
GRATITUDE
O Lord God, whose bounty fills my cup with every blessing meet!
I give You thanks for every drop – the bitter and the sweet.
I praise You for the desert road, and for the riverside.
For all Your goodness You have bestowed, and all Your grace denied.
JANE CREWDSON

VETERANS DAY: Let us remember those who are serving in the armed forces and those who have served - NOVEMBER 11TH.
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Remember the Poinsettias need to be ordered by November 26th, 2025  A tentative order should be ready by November 14th, 2025. Listed below is what is available:
		6 ½ inch pot with 5 - 7 Blooms		$10.00
		8 inch pot with 12 – 15 Blooms		$25.00
	         Red, White and Pink		
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