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“MAY THE SPIRIT GUIDE US ONWARD!”
Pentecost Sunday was celebrated by us on May 24th. But, as we are now in the season of Pentecost, let us remember that Pentecost represents the power of the Holy Spirit now firmly entrenched in each and every one of our hearts. With that being said, it behooves each of us to steadfastly embark on living our lives as individuals and through our church, determined to carry out the ministries of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
We are called to be the hands and feet of our Lord in all our doings. Are we? Are we really carrying out His call to us? It is time for each of us to reflect upon what we have or have not done in this regard and then be resolute to make whatever changes are needed in order to make good things happen – and happen more consistently.
It is very easy to fall into a state of laziness about what we are supposed to do as followers – as apostles of Christ. It would mean for us to leave the comfort of our own lifestyles and boldly engage in taking the direction – taking the road not taken, as Robert Frost so wrote. It means for us to face head on the challenges that await us rather than slinking quietly away from them. It means altering our attitudes and our reactions to conform to the love, compassion, the openness to receiving one another in the bonds of brotherly and sisterly love, despite differences in lifestyle or color or creed.
That’s a tall order for some to swallow. But our Lord helps us with our digestive disorders and creates an atmosphere for us that makes it easier for us to transform ourselves into the loving, caring, and compassionate children we really are deep down inside. 
So, let us make Pentecost a time for refreshing our souls and for revitalizing our mission we all have been called to partake of as children of God and as brothers and sisters of Christ Jesus our Lord. Indeed, by doing this, there is no end to what we can accomplish in His name. 
Shalom,
Pastor Rich
In Moderation
Recap of SONKA SPRING MEETING 
By Steve Schnabl, SONKA MODERATOR
SONKA’S spectacular May 2 gathering at David’s UCC in Kettering will leave lasting impressions on the 70+ in-person and on-line attendees.
David’s newly-called pastor Tony Minnear began by welcoming us, followed by our Association Minister, MiMi Chamberlin with Regional Pastor Ruth Hopkins, shared a gathering prayer/poem. Heartland Conference moderator, in from Wooster, led us in our opening prayer.
Region 513’s Truth and Destiny Worship Warriors Dance Team performed an inspiring and upbeat interpretive dance and brought everyone to their feet for a standing ovation. Their congregation Judah Praise team sang the beautiful “Friend of God” spiritual that set a wonderful tone for our guest speaker’s message.
UCC General Minister/President/CEO Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson expressed her gratitude to be out with our SONKA association’s church members, the working local level of our world-wide United Church of Christ. She described challenges facing mainline religions in the face of growing nationalism and losses of spirituality, but she based that and her other comments on the scripture, “It is well with My Soul” – 3 John 1: 2-4.
She herself writes poetry from a spiritual basis to find peace and relaxation. Her comments included sharing three of her poems, after each of which she added some interpretations.
Points I wrote down were: “God has called is to live.” “We in the UCC are under a big tent but with individualized perspectives that are respected by our denomination (paraphrased), and “We need to care for one another. We have the power to fly!”
The service ended with Pastor Lesley Jones and the Judah Praise Team singing, “Every Praise” during an energetic and loving Passing of the Peace, with congregants sharing throughout the entire sanctuary.
The second component of the morning included four workshops. Karen Georgia led Poetry as Prayer; Jonathan Bradner, Katie Peterson and Dan Weyand-Geise offered info about our ongoing mission partnership in Kenya. And plans being formulated for a youth delegation trip in the summer of 2027. Mission Outreach to Meet Needs was covered by Lesley Jones, Meliss Stephens and Adam Wirring focusing on both Washington UCC and Truth and Destiny Covenant Ministries in Cincinnati, plus the Marshallese JRD UCC in Celina. Jim Oates and Karl Ulrich described the resources they oversee and offer to local churches beginning the journey of transition via the Legacy Team, which Jim and Karl Co-chair.
Participants reconvened in the sanctuary to share a closing blessing.
My final analysis: WOW, what a day together!

OUR CONGRATULATIONS
To Sabrina Barraclough upon her recent graduation and pinning as she graduated magnum cum laude with a degree in nursing and a minor in music. She is studying for her Nursing license exam and will begin working at Atrium in the Emergency Room. She thanks those who sent her cards and gifts for her special achievements!
Our special offering this month: Crayons and Beyond
BIBLE STUDY– We will meet each Monday at 1pm this month and then take the summer off and resume on September 7th in the Church Parlor.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!
9 – Dawn DeBolt
14 – Marsha Minge
26 – Jeff Flory
29 – Lena Lowman   May you all have a wonderful celebration!
        LAY READERS                  GREETERS                           USHERS
7 – STEVE SCHNABL                DARLENE/LARRY ADAMS       DARLENE/LARRY ADAMS
14- REV. LUH                            JUDY/STEVE GREEN              JENNIFER/CARL BATLINER
21- DAN FLORY                        HILLARY FRALEY                     TOM/MARCIA SHIBLEY
28- HILLARY FRALEY            CHARLENE KINIYALOCTS    CINDY BURNETT/RICK LYONS
Anniversary day – JUNE 14TH
Yes folks, it is on this day that we are celebrating 150 years of putting our faith into action. Our special service includes our guest speaker, Rev. Dr. David Long-Higgins, musical performers Mike Ratliff and Sabrina Barraclough and her friends. Afterward, we are having our catered dinner for those who made reservations by May 1st, with a few testimonial remarks from former pastors.
Yes indeed, this will be a very special happening here at St. Paul’s and we wish to thank Darlene Adams, Steve Schnabl, Jennifer Batliner, Barb Flory, Charle Kiniyalocts, Rick Lyons and Pastor Rich for putting this all together! GREAT JOB, EVERYONE!!!
COME, WORSHIP WITH US!
7 – “The Call of Abraham” – Holy Communion
14 – SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY WORSHIP AND DINNER
21 – “Daring Discipleship”
28 – “Holy Welcome” – Congregational Meeting after church
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – JUNE 28TH
We will meet downstairs in Friendship Hall after worship to: Elect Church Council members and to decide on our church’s future. This is a very important meeting for you to make every effort to attend and let your voice be heard!
Our many thanks to the current members of the Council who have given much of their time and effort to enhance the ministries of our congregation and maintain our facilities. They are Barb Flory, Moderator; Rick Lyons, Property; Darlene Adams, Secretary; Corrine Lowman, Treasurer; Byran Canter and Carl Batliner, Budget and Finance; Jennifer Batliner, Mission; Steve Schnabl, Fellowship; Barb Flory and Rick Glatfeter, Worship.
Our sincere thanks to Julie Ratliff, for her many years of service who stepped down from Council to spend more time with family. She served on the Mission Committee for quite some time.
LET US REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS
Let us keep in our prayers the following people who are either shut-in or recuperating from various maladies: Ruby Mc Quade and Jack Kiniyalocts, both of whom are in Spring Hills facility; Becky Hall, Abby Alexander, Andy Minge, Pastor Jeff Wilder, Nancy Coleman, Jennifer Wilson. Amen. Many thanks for all your prayers for our daughter Jennifer – she is home now, recuperating slowly, but surely from her triple by-pass surgery. “Lord, we thank you for embracing these people with your loving compassion”.
