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“INSTEAD OF WHAT WAS,
LET’S FOCUS ON WHAT CAN BE”
To often, when reflecting on past histories of our country, state, community, and yes, our church, people have the mindset of what used to be instead of what can be. We find ourselves living in the past on many different occasions – be it when we look at our own lives or family history, whether it involves discussions around the dinner table or coffee hour as to how things used to be done – or how we used to have great success with certain activities or events in our life – it all boils down to the basic dilemma when we refuse to consider doing some things differently or even trying new things altogether – we get stuck in a rut. 
Change is hard to accept – especially big changes. Remember when you were on your own for the first time in your life? Many decisions that your folks made for you, now fell into your lap. Or how about when you retire? Big changes often accompany that transition in people’s lives. Let’s face it, even small changes in our routines often trip us up. Look at how some people have reacted to when a favorite restaurant closed and they had to find another favorite hangout? Or when a favorite TV program was cancelled – some could never become adjusted to that!
So, you can imagine the frustration that occurs in members’ minds when their place of worship faces difficult decisions regarding its future. In order for many churches, ours included, to continue to function at a reasonable level of existence, changes need to be made – changes in attitude regarding our approach to ministry, changes in attitude regarding what we, as a church, need to do in order to create a lasting legacy in this community, changes in what we perceive the church can really be. It is hard to do this – especially for those who spent their whole life as part of the congregation. But, if we are to continue as a functioning center of faith, we need to look beyond our old ways of thinking and doing to look to what our church can be for the future.
We are winding down our celebration of 150 years of existence. Many of those years are cherished as evidenced by testimonials given by long-time members and experienced by countless number of people who blessed us with their presence and participation in various ministries over the years. But now, we are in a situation where we look around and are just thankful to be alive for another day! We become discouraged that we no longer can do the things we once did as a church community. Heck, we often feel that way in our own lives! But do we just become resigned to the notion that we are too old or too worn out or to set in our ways that what we have is what is to be? 
Hopefully, we can shake off that attitude and look beyond our own comfort zones and envision what can be for St. Paul’s, long after we are gone. What unique ways can we transform our church building into a place that provides ministry to countless number of people in our community who have no place to rest their heads – no place to go as a haven and as a comfort zone for their unsettled lives?
Yes, there are ways in which we can do these things – and that without altering our place of worship in the sanctuary. But can we be open to this? Can we step out of our comfort zone and take that leap of faith. Remember our anniversary slogan – “150 years of putting our faith into action” – well now is the time that we can carry on that slogan and turn it into a lasting, faith-lifting legacy for years to come. That decision is up to you and me to agree upon and then act upon it. How ready are you to do this? The Lord only knows and waits for our response.
Shalom,
Pastor Rich
     LITURGISTS                    GREETERS                                   USHERS
1 – Hillary Fraley                     Hillary Fraley                            Larry/Darlene Adams
8 – Katie Schultz                      Charlene Kiniyalocts               Carl/Jennifer Batliner
15- Marsha Minge                   Katie Schultz                            Tom/Marcia Shibley
22- Charlene Kiniyalocts         Steve/Judy Green                   Tom/Marcia Shibley           
29- Corrine Lowman                Katie/Austin Schultz   
REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS
Corrine Lowman, Charlene Kiniyalocts, Ruby McQuade, Jack Kiniyalocts, John Williams, Steve Schnabl’s niece, Lisa, Pastor Vivian, Melissa Barraclough
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING PLANNED
Our meeting to vote on the budget will be held after worship downstairs in Friendship Hall on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22ND. Please mark your calendar and make every effort to attend. You will also vote on the revised By-Laws and Constitution.
“WE LIVE IN DEEDS, NOT YEARS; IN THOUGHTS, NOT BREATHS; IN FEELINGS, NOT IN FIGURES ON A DIAL. WE SHOULD COUNT TIME BY HEART THROBS. HE MOST LIVES WHO THINKS MOST, FEELS THE NOBLEST, ACTS THE BEST.” PHILIP JAMES BAILEY
TOTENFEST SERVICE
Again, this November 22nd, our service will include a special portion dedicated to those members who have passed away this year: Patricia Beatty, Chalene Hale, Anne Turner. We remember the role they played in the life of the church. Candles will be lit in their memory.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU
1 – CHUCK CLARK; 5 - JULIE RATLIFF; 12 - JENNIFER BATLINER; 17 - JULIE MEEKER-KISHLER; 19 - CINDY BURNETT; KAITLYNNE SCHULTZ - 18 
CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE
Help bring Christmas morning to local kids in Middletown and Butler County. We’re collecting NEW, UNWRAPPED TOYS FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES – BABIES, TODDLERS & TEENS NEEDED MOST! DROP OFF THROUGH DECEMBER 9TH MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9AM-5PM AT 834 YANKEE ROAD, MIDDLETOWN. ASK FOR MRS. TRACY. 513-423-0433 feedthehungryproject.org. Every toy stays local – Every child matters!
There will be a box for you to drop off your gifts in Friendship Hall. This seems like a great project for us to get involved in! If you want to drop off your gift(s) directly to them – that’s great – or you can bring them to church, and I will see that they get to Yankee Road.
COME WORSHIP WITH US
1 – “Partners in Service” All-Saints Day; Communion
8 – “Tending God’s Light”; Church Council Meets after church
15- “Extravagant Opportunity” Special Anniversary music by Sabrina Barraclough
22 – “Reigning Compassion”; TOTENFEST SERVICE FOLLOWED BY CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
29 – “Where Are You, God?” First Sunday of Advent

WE ARE THANKFUL
Yes, as we look at this month when we celebrate with family, Thanksgiving, let us reflect upon our fellow church members and how thankful we are for all they have done his past year: Barb Flory, Rick Lyons, Corrine Lowman, Jennifer and Carl Batliner, Steve Schnabl, Bryan Canter, Darlene Adams, Rick Glatfelter, Sue Luh, John Williams, Katie and Austin Schultz, Jennifer and Calleigh Barraclough, CJ Barraclough, Tom and Marcia Shibley, Charlene Kiniyalocts, Cindy Burnett, Larry Adams, Mike and Julie Ratliff, Hillary Fraley, Marsha Minge, Steve and Judy Green, Dan Flory, Chuck Clark, Linda and Roger Britton.
These people have added so much to the life of the church – from serving on Church Council, lay-reading, ushering, greeting, opening and closing the church, doing children’s messages, acolyting, donating gifts for our Angel Tree, hosting a Lenten Lunch, hosting when the town comes through at Christmas time for their tour, being there when work needs to be done in the building, chairing and being a part of the Anniversary Committee, chairing and being a part of the By-laws/Constitutional revisal committee, being Secretary of the church and all that it entails, taking care of outreach mission requests, balancing the books and doing the budget, running the Council meetings and playing at our services, singing at our services and directing the Bell Choir, organizing Communion schedule and chairing the futures committee, signing checks and helping with computer issues, attending Bible study weekly, and providing goodies for coffee hour and helping for them to serve as hostess.
Yes, many hands make for lighter work, and these people all have been so freely giving of their time in that regard. We are forever thankful to you all for everything – from the smallest to the largest involvement – you have done to keep our church going day in and day out! GOD BLESS EACH ONE OF YOU!
You see, although we may be small in number – everyone of that number plays an important part in helping to make our church community warm and friendly and inviting to any who may grace our presence on any given Sunday or other times during the year. Despite being few – we are large in heart and dedicated to doing the Lord’s work through St. Paul’s UCC. 
We are truly thankful to everyone in our church community and on behalf of Sue, Barb, Marsha and me and truly appreciate all your efforts! 
Pastor Rich

LUNCH BUNCH UPDATE
Our group had to cancel our October date, but will plan to go out on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH after worship to the CLUBHOUSE SPORTS GRILLE in Monroe. Please come and join us for good food and great fellowship.
      The Clothing Closet will be closed November 24; December 22 and 29th. 
A THANKGIVING DAY PRAYER BY CHAPLAIN PETER MARSHALL
Our Father in heaven, if ever we had cause to offer unto You our fervent thanks, surely it is now, on the eve of our Thanksgiving Day, when we, the people of this Nation, are comfortable, well-fed, well-clad, and blessed with good things beyond our deserving. May gratitude, the rarest of all virtues, be the spirit of our observance.
Let no feasting, football, and festivity end in forgetfulness of God. May the desperate needs of the rest of the world, and our glorious heritage, remind us of the God who led our fathers every step of the way by which they advanced to the character of an independent nation.
For if we do not have the grace to thank You for all we have and enjoy, how can we have the effrontery to seek Your further blessings? God, give us grateful hearts. For Jesus’ sake. Amen
On behalf of Sue, Marsha, Barb and me,
WE WISH ALL OF YOU A MOST ENJOYABLE THANKSGIVING!

