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“CHRIST IS OUR FULL-BODY AND SOUL PROTECTION!”
It really gets annoying to hear that commercial about LUME and how it is the new full-body deodorant, covering you from head to toe against bad odors. Then the last line is, “Why didn’t somebody think of this before?”
Well, folks, whether you use this product or not, it really isn’t the best protector against the odor of sin and bad judgement; or against apathy and indifference; against gossip and idle talk; against addictions that can destroy families and friendships and opportunities for your profession. But there is a product – or should I say a person that is the best solution to all of these challenges in our lives – JESUS CHRIST, our RISEN LORD AND SAVIOR!
And you know what – this was thought about a long, long, time ago – by our loving Heavenly Father, who Cares more about what we emit from within ourselves rather than what is emitted on the surface of our being. Too many people become obsessed with how they look or what they wear or how they smell (although being on a crowed elevator with someone who needs to bathe, does point out the necessity for cleanliness), or how much money they have in the bank, or how big their homes are or how fancy their cars are, that they take little notice of the most important part of their life – what goes on within their soul – in their heart.
What they feel from within says a lot about someone. Unfortunately, too many people tend to judge too quickly about someone based on their physical appearance rather than taking the time to get to know them better and what makes them tick. Believing in our Lord and welcoming into our hearts will definitely be the best way to attract people to ourselves – and not because of how we look, but how we act and speak! All this is possible because Christ dwells within us and the power of the Holy Spirit is there to guide us into becoming what we are all capable of being.
So, the next time you see that commercial or one similar to it, remember – while we can have the best deodorant on the market and dress in the finest clothes, and have the best-looking nails and hair – if we do not have Christ in our hearts, we are nothing worth taking a second look at! 
Thus, take the time to look within yourself and see what needs to change. With the help of God, through the Holy Spirit, we can do whatever it takes to become the kind of child God wants each of us to be.
Shalom,
Pastor Rich
LAY READERS                        GREETERS                                 USHERS
5 – MARSHA MINGE                JOHN WILLIAMS                   LARRY/DARLENE ADAMS   
12 – DAN FLORY                        STEVE/JUDY GREEN             CARL/JENNIFER BATLINER   
19 – MIKE RATLIFF                    JULIE RATLIFF                        TOM/MARCIA SHIBLEY
26 – CORRINE LOWMAN         RICK LYONS                            MARSHA  MINGE/
                                                                                                       CORRINE LOWMAN      
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
9 – Kaitlyn Ratliff Broadbent, Adam Ratliff
17 – Ray Lowman
27 – Barb Flory
29 – Ian Edwards, Rick Glatfelter
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Our Congregational Meeting will take place on SUNDAY, JUNE 16TH after worship. Currently we need people interested in serving on the Church Council. As you are aware, the Church Council is the governing body of this church to do their jobs effectively, people are needed to fill the gaps. 
The Council meets once a month – the 2nd Sunday after church in the Church Parlor. Each position is for a three-year term. If you are interested, please let Barb Flory know by calling her at 513-594-3126 or texting her at bflory2307@gmail.com. Your willingness to serve will be greatly appreciated.
“HER HANDS” by Maggie Pittman
Her hands held me gently from the day I took my first breath. Her hands helped to guide me as I took my first step. Her hands held me close when the tears would start to fall. Her hands were quick to show me that she would take care of it all. Her hands were there to brush my hair or straighten a wayward bow. Her hands were often to comfort the hurts that didn’t always show. Her hands help hold the stars in place and encourage me to reach. Her hands would also push me, though not sown or in harm’s way. Her hands would punctuate the words, just do what I say. Her hands sometimes had to discipline, to help bend this young tree. Her hands would shape and mold me into all she knew I could be. Her hands are now twisting with age and years of work. Her hands now need my gentle touch to rub away the hurt. Her hands are more beautiful than anything can be. Her hands are the reason I am me.
Let us remember our moms or the memory of them as we celebrate MOTHERS’ DAY on MAY 12TH.
THE LUNCH BUNCH
Since May 26th is Memorial Weekend, we will not be going out to lunch this month. We will resume on June 30th and go to The Olive Garden in Middletown, near the 75. Hope you can join us for good food and good fellowship.
COME JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
5 – “Friends Together; Sacrament of Holy Communion
12 – “Guided in Prayer”
19 – “Spirit for All!” (Pentecost Sunday with Communion); Church Council Meets
26 – “Mysterious Encounter”
“AWAY” by James Whitcomb Riley
I cannot say, and I will not say That he is dead. He is just away! With a cheery smile and a wave of the hand, he has wandered into an unknown land; and left us dreaming how very fair It needs must be, since he lingers there. And you – oh you, who the wildest yearn for the old-time step and the glad return – think of him faring on, as dear in the love of THERE as the love of HERE. And loyal still, as he gave the blows of his warrior strength to his country’s foes – mild and gentle, as he was brave, when the sweetest love of his life he gave to simple things; where the violets grew pure as the eyes they were likened to. The touches of his hands have strayed as reverently as his lips have prayed. When the little brown thrush that harshly chirred was dear to him as the mockingbird; and he pitied as much as a moan in pain a writhing honeybee wet with rain. Think of him still as the same. I say, he is not dead – he is just away!
This month we celebrate Memorial Day, May 27th, when we honor those veterans who gave their service to their country and to remember our loved ones who have passed on. May our memories of them and their deeds quicken our hearts to encourage us to lift them up as examples to emulate in our own lives. For they are not even away – they are ever present in our hearts!
QUICK QUOTES
“When the meek inherit the earth, they will have little left after paying inheritance, capital gains and other taxes.”  
“The best things in life are free; but it costs a lot of time and money before you find this out.”
Hymn Stories
“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”
This hymn is generally considered by hymnologists to be one of the most joyous expressions of hymn lyrics in the English language. Its author, Henry van Dyke, was born at Germantown, PA, on November 10, 1852. During his lifetime he was recognized as one of the ablest Presbyterian preachers and leading liturgy figures in this country. In addition to attaining fame as a preacher, he served as a professor of literature at Princeton University from 1900-23, was the moderator of his denomination, became a Navy Chaplain during WWI, and represented his country as an ambassador to Holloand and Luxembourg under an appointment by President Wilson. He was a prolific writer of devotional material with many of his books being best sellers.
The text for this hymn was written while van Dyke was a guest preacher at Williams College, Williamstown, Mass. It is said that one morning van Dyke handed the manuscript to the college president, saying, “Here is a hymn for you. Your mountains (the Berkshires) were my inspiration. It must be sung to the music of Beethoven’s ‘Hymn of Joy’.” It was first included in van Dyke’s Book of Poems, third edition, published in 1911.
The tune, part of Beethoven’s Ninth or Choral Symphony, was the last one he wrote and considered to be his greatest. It took him 6 years to complete it. He was inspired for this work by a poem written by his friend, Friedrich Schiller, a work entitled “Ode to Joy”. It has always been a mystery to musicians to comprehend how Beethoven could conceive his work, as well as all of his great music that was composed after he was thirty years old, since at that age he had become stone deaf. The story goes that when the symphony was first heard in Vienna in 1824, the soloists came down from the stage and turned Beethoven around so he could recognize the thunderous applause he was being given.
It is well that the Bible contains very little humor, but it does have much to say about the importance of genuine joy in the life of each believer.
“Music is God’s gift to man, the only art of heaven given to earth, the only art of earth we take to heaven.” Walter Savage Landor
BELL CHOIR RINGS TRUE!
Yes, indeed, the Bell Choir came through on Palm and Easter Sunday and hopefully, we will hear more from this group before summer hits and then again, this fall! We thank Marsha Minge for leading us and our participants: Marsha, Barb, Hillary, Calleigh, Pastor Rich, Julie, and Sabrina.
We also thank Mike for playing on Palm Sunday and Sabrina for playing a solo on Easter. Both added so much to our worship, as did of course Marsha and her anthem.
Indeed, we are blessed to have people such as Marsha, Barb, Mike, and Sabrina, who are willing to infuse their musical talent into the life of the church. 
We can still use a few more interested people to join our Bell Choir group. They are easy to play and add much to our worship experiences.
PLEASE REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS
Jack Kiniyalocts, Charlene Hale, Randolph Tackett, Anne Turner, Ruby McQuade, Chuck Clark and Ginger. 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CHURCH!
Pentecost marks the birthday of the church. While we do not have enough candles to put on a cake, hopefully, we have enough believers to carry the light of Christ in our hearts as we go forward, with the power of the Holy Spirit as our guide and encourager through good and bad times in our lives and in the lives of others we meet along our spiritual path.
 
