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“WHAT SHOULD WE DO?”
We are in the season of Lent. We are celebrating our 150th Anniversary. We are in the throes of deciding about the future of our church here at 114 S. Broad Street.
Our Lenten Season has already begun and we all need to take a step back in our busy schedules to reflect upon where we, as individuals, are in regard to where we need to be, in order to show our thanks and commitment to our Lord as we go about doing His work here at St. Paul’s and in our own neighborhoods and homes. This is not something we can take lightly if we truly believe that the Son of Man has come to earth as one of us and lived His life and died on the cross for us. We need to take stock of where we’re at, as far as our love and compassion for Him lies within our hearts. What can we do? We can support the special services held each year – particularly – our Joint Lenten Lunches being held for the fourth year with First United Methodist, First Baptist and First Christian Church and our newest addition – Mt. Pleasant United Methodist. We are hosting one of them on March 4th. Plus, we co-celebrate Maundy Thursday service with First Christian Church on April 2nd at First Christian – 7pm. And we all can find some quiet time to reflect in prayer on the importance of this season.
Then there is our anniversary celebration. The committee is working hard to try to provide for all of us a real sense of where our church has been over the years and what it has meant to the membership. This too, we cannot trivialize its importance to all the families that have come through the doors and found comfort and strength and hope and courage through worship and fellowship. We need to look hard at what this church has meant and still means to you today. Do your feelings about St. Paul’s primarily revolve around the building we meet in or the stained-glass windows that adorn our sanctuary? Or does your reminisces center around the friendships you have made, the encouraging words given to you when you were having a bad day or the joyful celebration for you when you had some wonderful events going on in your life, the warmth of fellowship you enjoyed with others as you prepared dinners, participated in outreach ministries and congregated in solemn worship on Sunday mornings? Our slogan this year is: “150 Years of Putting Our Faith into Action”. Hopefully we can enjoy this year with special musical presentations on the third Sunday of each month and, of course, our Anniversary Dinner on June 14th. Our committee consisting of Co-chairs Darlene Adams and Steve Schnabl, Jennifer Batliner, Barb Flory, Charlene Kiniyalocts, Rick Lyons, and myself, are reaching out to you, the members, to assist us in making this a banner year to remember. What should we do? Each of you can bring forth ideas as to how we can really make this a super celebration – and by supporting our functions that are being planned and being enthusiastic about what’s happening this year in the life of this church!
Next on this list is the dilemma some find themselves in when discussing what’s going to happen with St. Paul’s after our anniversary year. There are those who have been emphatic about not moving to another church, even though it would mean us worshipping as St. Paul’s but in a different location. Part of the reason for doing something like this is because we currently spend about $40,000 a year to keep this building open. Now that’s a lot of money that could be better used for ministry outreach if we could share another place with another church. Also, by doing this kind of move, we would not lose our identity – but rather could build upon our reputation as a giving and caring church body because of all the man hours and money we would save by not staying here, and we can then donate more monies to several worthy endeavors. People are the church – not a building or stained glass – anymore than those people who moved out of their homes and went somewhere else – it may have felt strange at first, but soon you got used to it and above all – you were still a family – because family and church family remains the same wherever you go. Or at least that is my thought on it! 
With all the dedicated efforts put forth by Rick Glatfelter and his committee, we must not forget to celebrate the accomplishments of those people who came before us and carved a faith-driven impression upon the community and those people who embraced their membership at St. Paul’s. Because, my friends, this can still be the same in any other location we may find ourselves in. 
But the bottom line is that by moving we stand to lose a portion of the membership that has been very active in the working of the church. Why they refuse to move makes me think that it is mainly because they are reluctant to make changes in their worship routine, and they get in the frame of mind that St. Paul’s only exists at 114 S. Broad Street, and any other location just doesn’t cut it. But, the question remains, “Is saving money worth losing those members?” Then the next question is if we remain here, will those same members be willing to help create something new about our church or will they just continue to attend until there are no more members to keep the doors open?
Yes, there is another possibility that we can consider. But this would require us to be open to some changes in our building and our attitudes to learn to become comfortable with other people using our facilities. Afterall, we are open and affirming – but we still have some hesitancy in being open. The thought is that maybe we can reach out to other groups and organizations that might be interested in finding a new place to call home. Maybe Shalom or some other groups that are involved in outreach ministries in the community could move in with us and thus, we could become St. Paul’s UCC Community Mission Church, offering numerous amenities, such as on-site feeding, counseling, places for the homeless to bed down and help them to find meaningful work; drug counseling and small group meetings. All this would require financial backing from us to not only renovate our building to accommodate other offices and sleep and shower facilities, but to hire supervisors to oversee these ministries; and then each of these groups could help defray the expenses we have with utilities and upkeep of the building. Perhaps we could apply for a grant from the National UCC to help defray some of the costs to do this – who knows? All we can do is try.
Now, wouldn’t this be a wonderful legacy for our church to leave? Wouldn’t this be a fitting tribute to all the devoted and committed workers that have been members of this church to see that their church – your church – the Lord’s church - will continue to be a shining light in Middletown for many more years to come? And guess what? We all could still worship here and do our own ministries as has been the case right up to the present! And, who knows, with the right publicity in our community newspaper, we might just show enough people who we are and want to be and we may see new faces attending our worship!
What does this require from you? Well, for starters, you need to be open-minded regarding any ideas for change. Secondly, we need to put our heads together and brainstorm about what possibilities lie out there for us to consider. Third, we need you to be willing to share any information about any group or organization you are aware of or are a part of and see if they would be interested in moving in with us. Also, fourthly, each person is asked to go back to your families and see if any would consider coming back and being an active participant in the new reworking of our church. Fifth, we need to advertise in our newspaper, expand our intentions on our Facebook page the fact that we are open and affirming and welcome all people to come worship with us. Who knows, maybe if we can get a new facelift on our church – a new set of priorities -  to reach out to those who are disenfranchised and seek a place to come where they are welcomed with open arms, this might be something that would interest those people who like to be a part of something as wonderful as our church could be in doing the Lord’s work, rather than just attending worship and, instead, can truly put their faith into action! Sixth, we all need to remember that this is the Lord’s church, of which we are placed in charge of doing his work in the community surrounding us. Are we doing all that can be done for Him, here? I realize we are all getting on in years – but we, for the most part, are young at heart and no doubt have a few thoughts about what and how we can enhance and advance the future of St. Paul’s UCC. All that is being asked of each of you is to pray about this and keep an open mind as to what the future can hold for our congregation. Staying right here requires each of us to be determined to make it a worthwhile decision that we can do a great job in putting our faith into action
Now we have much to ponder over this Lenten season. With God being our overseer, and with the Holy Spirit guiding us from within our hearts, there is no end to the possibilities we can accomplish as the church of Jesus Christ. But for any of this to materialize, YOU AND I must step forward and offer to do whatever it takes to make good things happen. Are you up to the challenges? What should we do? The rock group, the Clash, sang a song “Should I Go or Should I Stay”. The lyrics convey a sense of emotional paralysis where the Narrator (that’s us) feels trapped between the comfort of familiarity (you know how we tend to sing the refrain – We never did this before) and the fear of the unknown. That, my friends, seems to fit our mindsets exactly.
But, with prayer and the knowledge that God is with us always to give us comfort and strength and guidance, we should not be afraid to take that leap of faith and be joyfully inspired, rejoicing with the fact that we can do whatever it takes to bring forth new life into God’s church, the church at 114 S. Broad Street that we pledged to support and carry on the mission of Christ our Lord – just as those members did who came before us. 
So, are you ready to roll up your sleeves, swallow whatever apathy, indifference, fear or hesitation you may have gotten caught up in over the years, and open your hearts and minds to be ready to tackle the work ahead as we heed God’s calling for us to not only dwell in harmony – but in harmony do the service that awaits us in His Son’s name? We all have strong feelings about our church – your love for it shines through every time we gather – so now let’s continue to put forth our heartfelt efforts to so this church can remain a blessing to those who come through its doors for years to come. I promise to be with you100% in what decision you make.
I close with these words from a familiar hymn: “The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the church is not a resting place, the church is a people.
I am the church, you are the church, we are the church together, all who follow Jesus all around the world, we are the church together”. Let us make a concerted effort to live out this hymn in our anniversary year and beyond. Let’s not think about closing our doors but opening our minds and hearts to what can be.
Shalom,
Pastor Rich
LENTEN LUNCHES FOR MARCH
4 – “BLESSED” – Pastor Daniel Cardenas will lead us in devotion at our church.
11 – “BROKEN” – Pastor Rich Luh will lead us in devotion at First Christian Church
18 – “GIVEN” – Pastor Jeff Wilder will lead us in devotion at First United Methodist Church
25 – Summary and Communion – Pastor Karen Johnson will lead us in devotion at Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Church
It all starts at 12pm. Please join us for some delicious food and fellowship and worship. This is our fourth year doing this and we appreciate your support.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU:
2 – Rich Luh                                                    25 – Jeff Adams
3 – Todd Edwards                                            30 – Elizabeth Batliner
15 – Kathleen Batliner
23 – Austin Schultz
YOU DECIDE
You are the one who must decide whether you’ll do it or toss it aside.You are the person who makes up your mind whether you’ll lead or linger behind - whether you’ll try for the goal that’s afar or be contented to stay where you are. Take it or leave it. Here’s something to do, just think it over. It’s all up to you! What do you wish? To be known as a shirk, known as a good person who’s willing to work, scorned for a loafer or praised by your chief, rich man or poor man or beggar or thief? Eager or earnest or dull through the day, honest or crooked? It’s you who must say! You must decide in the face of the test whether you’ll shirk it or give it your best.
LAY READERS                      USHERS                  GREETERS
1 – JULIE RATLIFF                DARLENE/LARRY        HILLARY FRALEY
8 – CORRINE LOWMAN      CARL/JENNIFER          LARRY/DARLENE
15- CINDY BURNETT          TOM/MARCIA            JUDY/STEVE GREEN
22- MIKE RATLIFF                MARSHA/JULIE          HILLARY 
29- HILLARY FRALEY            CINDY/RICK L.          CHARLENE 
BIBLE STUDY
We continue to study Paul’s letters every Monday at 1pm in the Church Parlor.
COME JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
1 – “Bold Blessing” – Communion
8 – “Thirsty Voices” – Church Council meets in Church Parlor
15- “Restored” – special music and coffee hour
22 – “Breath of Hope”
29 – PALM SUNDAY
FROM THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE
Our church’s 150th Anniversary Committee is requesting pictures from our church life: baptisms, confirmation, weddings, and any miscellaneous photos depicting fellowship, projects, etc. There is a RED BOX in Fellowship Hall for these photos Please label them with the name(s) and date of the photo, as well as your name. You can also give the pictures to me. PLEASE HAVE THEM IN BY APRIL 15TH.
In addition, on MAY 17TH we will honor all members of St. Paul’s who have served in the military. In the hall across from the Chapel downstairs, there is an honor roll of veterans. However, there are names that are not listed. So please contact me with the full name of any veteran not listed on the honor roll. My email is: jbatliner@cinci.rr.com and my phone number is 513-422-7337.
Again, the deadline is APRIL 15TH. You are invited to share a photo of the veteran as well. Thank you for helping us celebrate!
Sincerely,
Jennifer Batliner
RING THOSE BELLS!
Our Bell Choir, with Marsha Minge directing, will perform on Palm Sunday. Our practices will be after church on March 15, 22, and before worship on the 29th. They will perform “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”
HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY TO ALL THOSE WHO ARE IRISH AND TO THOSE WHO WISH THEY WERE!
Jack Kiniyalocts is now at Spring Hills 
HAT’S OFF TO THE FOLLOWING
This month we lift up in celebration several other members of our congregation for their faithfulness and dedication: CORRINE LOWMAN has been a member here for years and has been a steady supporter of our Bible Study group and just last year took on the roll of Treasurer. She also Lay reads and helps Greet. Another person we celebrate with is our Church Secretary, SUE LUH. Sue has been Secretary going on for four years this July, and she has done a great job getting the books organized, sending out the Newsletter, getting the bulletins copied and sending payments out where needed and greeting people as they come to visit. She has shown a lot of patience in her role as Secretary, wife, mother and grandmother and has battled various physical ailments over the past year, yet this does not stop her from doing her work. 
Another person we celebrate is HILLARY FRALEY. Now she has not been a member for as long as others have, yet she has made herself at home here by Lay Reading, participating in the Bell Choir, Greeting and doing some dramatic readings as the sermon from time to time. She also helped serve the homeless and took over from Jim with the Coffee Hour. She is also Secretary of SONKA.
These people can be counted on to help with any needs in the church, sometimes at a moment’s notice. Yes, these three members deserve a round of thanks for all they do in the life of St. Paul’s, and we give them a giant HAT’S OFF for all their efforts!
OUR CONGRATULATIONS
Our congratulations to Larry and Darlene on the birth of their first Great Grandson, Braxton Spitler, born in February. May God’s blessings rest upon him and his family with good health and happiness!
FOR THE MEN OF THE CHURCH
First Christian Church invites all men to join them for a delicious breakfast and enjoy a guest speaker on Saturday, March 14th at 10am.
WE REMEMBER
Our congregation has lost another member, CHARLENE HALE, who passed away on February 9th. May God’s arms of compassion and love encircle her family in their time of grief.
PRAYER FOR LENT
You are our hiding place in trouble and distress. Your love, O God, surrounds us here, to comfort and to bless. O Help us, God, to face our dodging and deceit, the ways we cloak iniquity in self-disguised conceit. We find true happiness in knowing you forgive, in true community with you, we’re learning how to live. AMEN
