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St. Paul's United Chunch of Chnist

Did you know that Easter is also the season of Baptism? In the early church, Easter
service was one that incorporated baptisms for new Christ-followers. So, when you

went to Easter Sunday service, you'd expect that a number of baptisms would take

place in the service.

Our modern practice of Lent derives from the process leading up to Easter baptisms.

For those about to be baptized, spiritual preparation was involved. Fasting, learning,
contemplating the way of Jesus was part of the journey. Preparing the heart so it
was ready for the dying to self and the rising to God that both baptism and Easter
represents — it was a necessary practice.

Thinking about the historical ties between Baptism and Easter and the process of
Lent, | ponder my own baptism.

| was 17 years old when | was first baptized. Just before | entered high school, my
family moved 17 miles across the Hudson River from the small city of Hudson, New
York to an almost invisible town at the foothills of the Catskills, a town called Earlton.
Shortly thereafter, we began attending a new church, Grapeville Baptist Church in
Climax, New York, a just as tiny village 3 miles from Earlton. Our pastor was new to
Grapeville and relatively new to the world, fresh out of Bible college and eager about
his calling. His name was Stephen Etner and he took me under his wing.

/ In my junior year, as | was sending my application for admission off to

Cedarville College, | began seriously contemplating Baptism. | had intuited that
Baptism was a serious and big step and that up to this time | was not ready. | took
the decision very earnestly.

But there was something else, something holding me back: | didn’t know how to
swim, being paralyzed by a fear of not touching bottom when in water.

My fear came from an experience in elementary school. | was a fourth grader when
for PE, that is, Physical Education, we were brought to the high school’'s swimming
pool. The first day of swimming, the teacher asked everyone who knew how to swim
to jump in the pool and take a lap so he could gauge our swimming levels. For some
reason, | believed | knew how to swim. | guess | equated holding my breath for more
than minute in bathtub water as being a kind of swimming. So | jumped in the water.
Fortunately, | was smart enough to know that it might be good to be next to the wall,
just in case | was wrong. Well, | was wrong. | began like Jesus walking on water but
soon became like Peter and began to sink. Drinking in too much chlorinated water, |
flailed a bit grabbing for the wall. Eventually | got a hold and pulled myself up as |
coughed out water. | realized in nearly drowning that, in fact, | did not know how to
swim. The experience is funny now but it instilled in me a fear of not touching bottom
that has stayed with me ever since.
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1S Stl" To be baptized would mean in a sense giving my self, with my fear, away, if only for

. . those few moments. It would mean conquering my fear, a fear of not being able to

Speakl“g, preserve myself by touching bottom. It would mean throwing off the life-preserver of
fear away in those few instances when | would be dunked in water in a symbolic
drowning. It would mean, using the words of scripture, emptying myself in order to
be lifted up. (Cont. on next page)



Working through my fear, | decided that | was ready, that | needed to do this. In the December of 1988,
before a Sunday Night Service, | was baptized.

The baptismal tank was right underneath the church platform and pulpit. The floor board was opened and
the tank filled with warm water. |, dressed in a white shirt and black pants as suggested, entered the tank
and walked a few steps through the clear and now lukewarm water to Pastor. He began the service by
introducing the meaning of Baptism, that it was an outward sign of an inward faith in Christ and of my be-
ing Born Again. Then Pastor asked me to give my testimony, how | came to be a Christian. | answered
appropriately and the Baptism began. With a white handkerchief, Pastor covered my mouth and my nose
and with the other hand held the back of my neck. He then dunked me back into the water so that my feet
left the ground.

At this moment of symbolic drowning, of self being overwhelmed by the living water of Christ, | was afraid.
But | trusted my pastor to lift me up. And when indeed | was lifted up in symbolic rebirth, | felt the moment
after fear is assuaged, after the letting go of self leads to exaltation. | saw my fear of having no ground as
groundless. In many ways, | was new again. | felt like a warm Easter morning, basking in the sun and joy
of the day.

Cheers.....Pastor Don

As this is being written for the newsletter, the finishing touches are being
added to St. Paul's profile. A lot of work has gone into creating the
profile. It started before Pastor Sheresa left when we had the long paper
in Friendship Hall for members to write comments. Then council, interim
minister Don, and Ann in the office gathered and compiled information
/ and statistics gathered from the questionnaires and past reports, making
PAS TORAL it a very thorough report. The profile will soon be sent to SONKA for their
SEARCH COMMITTEE  review before it will be posted, and the search committee’s work will
begin. Once we begin receiving UCC Ministerial Profiles, they will be
confidentially review them and keep us all informed periodically.
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“For | will restore
Health to you

and heal you of your
wounds,” says the Lord.

-Jeremiah 30:1/
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