“The Messenger”
MAY 2026
 St. Paul’s UCC (513-422-4519); Rev. Rich Luh, Pastor (937-993-5464)
WE REMEMBER 
May is the month when we remember our mothers and when we remember those men and women who served in the military. In both instances, we are saluting those who have served faithfully - one their families, and the other their country.
While we are in a remembering frame of mind, let us also consider those who have faithfully served our Lord through their work in St. Paul’s ministries over the past 150 years. 
All of these people have a lot in common. First, a few of them did not know what they were getting into when they began their endeavors as parents, military or servants of the church. Yet, despite the uncertainties about what they were getting into, despite the fears and apprehensions felt by all, they were able to look beyond their initial hesitations and put their all into their calling. And, because of their determination and dedication, we are all truly thankful!
Where does that leave us, as members of this church, in the scheme of things? Have we the courage to move forward in the life of this church no matter where it leads? Are we able to put our fears, our apprehensions, behind us and with courage, and determination and commitment, and discover the power of our Lord working within us to move forward in whatever direction we end up taking?
It is up to us to remember the vows we took or that were taken on our behalf at our baptism, when we pledged to serve our church in whatever ways we could and be faithful members through good times and bad, always remembering that our primary function was to carry out the ministries of our Lord in whatever ways we could.
If we remember this calling we all have taken many years ago, then we can indeed make a difference in the future life of this church; just as those who served as parents and in the military have done. Are you ready to pick up the torch and rekindle that glow of Christianity through St. Paul’s UCC? God awaits our reply.
Shalom,
PASTOR RICH
REMINDER FROM THE ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE
On May 17th, we will honor all those from St. Paul’s who have served in the military. This service will include special patriotic music as well. We wish to thank Jennifer Batliner for the great job of putting this together. Come on out as we salute all those who have or are serving from St. Paul’s.
. BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE
We will be meeting on Monday from 1-2pm throughout the month, studying the Letters of St. Paul. We meet in the Church Parlor and invite all who are interested in studying the Scriptures, to join with us. This month we’ll meet on the 4th, 11th, 18th. 

      LAY READERS                   USHERS                          GREETERS
3 – Carl Batliner                         Larry/Darlene Adams            Rick Lyons
10- Marsha Minge                     Carl/Jennifer Batliner             Charlene Kiniyalocts
17-Corrine Lowman                 Tom/Marcia Shibley                John Williams
24- Cindy Burnett                      Hillary Fraley                             Dan Flory
31- Hillary Fraley                       C. Burnett/R. Lyons                  Hillary Fraley
DON’T FORGET JUNE 14TH – SPECIAL SERVICE WITH REV. DR. DAVID LONG-HIGGINS as our guest speaker at worship!! Followed by our Anniversary Dinner. 
Come, Join Us for Worship
3 – “Making Space and Place for Others” Communion
10- “Witness of Love” Church Council meets in Church Parlor
17- “Spirit of Witness" special musical guest
24- “The Spirit Lives” Pentecost Sunday – Communion
31- “This is Good”
A CALL FOR SINGERS!! JOIN US!
Sing with the Middletown Civic Chorus under the direction of Dr. Jeremy Jones on July 3rd at BREIEL CHURCH 2000 N. Breiel Blvd. Middletown 3pm
Rehearsals at Breiel Church 7-9pm on June 2,9,16,23, and 30th.
This group is preparing favorites from America the Beautiful, Salute to the Armed Forces, Battle hymn of the Republic and God Bless America.
	JOIN US IN A CELEBRATION OF SONG!	
FORGET AND REMEMBER
Forget each kindness that you do as soon as you have done it; forget the praise that falls to you the moment you have won it. Forget the slander that you hear before you can repeat it; forget each slight, each spite, each sneer, wherever you may meet it. Remember every kindness done to you, whate’er its measure; remember praise by others won and pass it on with pleasure; remember every promise made and keep it to the letter; remember those who lend you aid and be a grateful debtor.
WISHING A HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY TO ALL MOTHERS EVERYWHERE!
MAY 
By Edward Howell-Thurlow
MAY! QUEEN OF THE BLOSSOMS, AND FULFILLING FLOWERS, WITH WHAT PRETTY MUSIC SHALL WE CHARM THE HOURS? WILL YOU HAVE PIPE AND REED, BLOWN IN THE OPEN MEAD? OR TO THE LUTE GIVE HEED IN THE GREEN BOWERS?
YOU HAVE NO NEED OF US, OR PIPE OR WIRE; YOU HAVE THE GOLDEN BEE RIPENED WITH FIRE; AND MANY THOUSAND MORE SONGSTERS, THAT YOU ADORE, FILLING EARTH’S GRASSY FLOOR WITH NEW DESIRE.
YOU HAVE YOUR MIGHTY HERDS, TAME AND FREE-LIVERS; NO DOUBT, YOUR MUSIC TOO IN THE DEEP RIVERS; AND THE WHOLE PLUMY FLIGHT WARBLING THE DAY AND NIGHT – UP AT THE GATES OF LIGHT; SEE, THE LARK QUIVERS!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU:
2 – CLAUDIA RHULE
9 – KAITLYN RATLIFF BROADBENT, ADAM RATLIFF
27 – BARB FLORY, IAN EDWARDS, RICK GLATFELTER
May you all have a wonder day celebrating your special time!
DON’T FORGET TO GET YOUR JUNE 14TH DINNER RESERVATIONS IN BY MAY 1ST – CALL DARLENE AT 937-790-0558 OR STEVE SCHNABL AT 513-967-9617 BY THAT DATE. 
ANNIVERSARY AND CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
The Anniversary Committee will meet on Tuesday, May 12th at 9am followed by the Church Council Meeting at 10.
KEEP THESE PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS
Ruby McQuade, Jack & Charlene Kiniyalocts, Andy Minge, Nancy Coleman, Pastor Jeff Wilder.
