“The Messenger”
APRIL 2026
 St. Paul’s UCC (513-422-4519); Rev. Rich Luh, Pastor (937-993-5464)
“AN EMPTY TOMB, A RENEWAL OF LIFE!”
WE READ IN THE GOSPEL STORIES ABOUT THE GLORIOUS RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST AND CELEBRATE THIS EVENT WITH SPECIAL HYMNS AND WITH PEOPLE GETTING DRESSED UP (OR AT LEAST THEY USED TO) WHEN GOING TO CHURCH. THEN AFTER MANY FAMILIES GATHER AROUND SPECIAL MEAL MOMS PREPARED.
EASTER BASKETS ARE GIVEN TO THE CHILDREN AND PARENTS WATCH ANXIOUSLY AS THEY OPEN SOME GIFTS AND DIVE INTO THE CANDY GOODIES THE EASTER BUNNY LEFT FOR THEM.
ALAS, FEWER FAMILIES ENJOY MUCH OF THIS SENARIO ANYMORE. EASTER HAS BECOME JUST ANOTHER SUNDAY. EVEN WHEN IT EMBODIED THOSE ELEMENTS MENTIONED ABOVE, FEW REALLY LATCHED ON TO WHAT IT REALLY STOOD FOR AND THEREFORE WHAT IT’S MEANING HAS FOR EACH OF US.
MUCH OF THAT INDIFFERENCE HAS TO DO WITH THE FACT THAT MANY MORE PEOPLE DO NOT EMBRACE THE REAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LENTEN SEASON WHICH PRECEDES EASTER. NOT APPRECIATING WHAT OUR SAVIOR WENT THROUGH, AS TOLD THROUGH SCRIPTURE AND PULPIT, TENDS TO LESSEN THE AWESOMENESS OF THAT GLORIOUS EVENT CALLED EASTER!
SO, WHAT IS THIS DAY REALLY ALL ABOUT. WELL, IT’S A TIME WHEN WE TRULY REALIZE THAT GOD HAS CONTROL OF EVERYTHING – EVEN DEATH ITSELF! NO LONGER ARE WE TO FEAR THAT WHICH COMES AT THE END OF OUR EARTHLY LIVES – BUT RATHER REJOICE THAT THROUGH OUR LORD’S RESURRECTION, THERE IS MORE TO LIFE THAN WE HAVE ALREADY EXPERIENCED. YES, OUR EARTHLY EXISTENCE IS BUT A STARTING POINT FOR OUR JOURNEY WHICH HAS NO END TO IT – CALLED ETERNAL LIFE.
PLUS, EVEN JUST LOOKING AT OUR OWN EARTHLY LIVES, THIS PARTICULAR CELEBRATION REMINDS US THAT CHRIST DIED FOR ALL OF OUR SINS ON THAT CROSS AND BURIED THEM WITH HIM IN THE TOMB. THEN, WHEN HE AROSE FROM THE GRAVE, HE LEFT ALL THOSE SINS BEHIND – AND TELLS US TO LEAVE THE DEAD PAST BURY ITS DEAD. IN OTHERWORDS, WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO US IN THE PAST IS NOW HISTORY AND LEAVES US WITH THE EXHILARATING OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE OUR LIVES ANEW, WITHOUT LETTING PAST MISDEEDS, MISJUDGEMENTS WEIGH US DOWN.
WOW, WHAT A GREAT DEAL OUR LORD HAS GIVEN EACH OF US – TO LIVE OUR LIVES AS HE SO WANTS US TO DO AND WAYS IN WHICH OUR HEARTS TELL US TO DO. THAT, MY FRIENDS IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF EASTER – OR SHOULD BE AT LEAST FOR EACH OF US. SO, LET’S REJOICE AND BE GLAD FOR WHAT OUR LORD HAS DONE FOR US AND WHAT WE CAN DO FOR HIM!
MAY THE JOY OF EASTER ELICIT JOY IN OUR LIVES!
SHALOM,
PASTOR RICH

A REMINDER FROM THE ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE
On May 17th, we will honor all those from St. Paul’s who have served in the military. If you have someone you wish to include, please let me know their name and branch of service. Pictures and stories of the veterans would be greatly appreciated too.
I need the information BY APRIL 15th. This service will include special patriotic music as well. Thank you for your cooperation and assistance! My phone number is: 513-422-7337 and my email is jbatliner@cinci.rr.com
Sincerely,
Jennifer Batliner

“IGNORANT PEOPLE THINK IT’S THE NOISE WHICH FIGHTING CATS MAKE THAT IS SO AGGRAVATING, BUT IT AIN’T SO; IT’S THE SICKENING GRAMMAR THEY USE”. Mark Twain

. BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE
We will be meeting on Monday from 1-2pm throughout the month, studying the Letters of St. Paul. We meet in the Church Parlor and invite all who are interested in studying the Scriptures, to join with us. This month we will meet April 13, 20, and 27th.
A THOUGHT FOR YOU TO PONDER – OR FORGET IT EVER WAS WRITTEN!
THE OWL IS AN UNGRAMMATICAL BIRD WHO ALWAYS HOOTS WHO INSTEAD OF TO WHOM.
APRIL RAIN BY MATTHEW BLIND
The April rain, the April rain, comes slanting down in fitful showers, then from the furrow shoots the grain, and banks are edged with nestling flowers; and in gray shaw and woodland bowers the cuckoo through the April rain calls once again.
The April sun, the April sun, glints through the rain in fitful splendor, and in gray shaw and woodland dun the little leaves spring forth and tender their infant hands, yet weak and slender, for warmth towards the April sun, one after one.
And between shower and shine hath birth the rainbow’s fleeting glory; heaven’s light that breaks on mist of earth! Frail symbol of our human story, it flowers through showers where, looming hoary, the rain-clouds flash with April mirth, like life on earth.
COME JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
5 – EASTER SUNDAY “WHAT’S IN YOUR TOMB?” HOLY COMMUNION
12 – “HOLY LANGUAGE”
19 – “BREAKING BREAD”; SPECIAL MUSIC
26 – “POWERFUL WITNESS”; LUNCH BUNCH TO SPORT’S GRILLE, MONROE
LUNCH BUNCH NEWS
Last month we went to Applebee’s and had 8 in attendance. This month we will return to the Sports Grille in Monroe on April 26th after church.

LAY READERS                   USHERS                          GREETERS
5 – MARSHA MINGE            LARRY/DARLENE                  RICK LYONS        
12 – CORRINE LOWMAN    CARL/JENNIFER                    STEVE/JUDY
19 – CARL BATLINER            TOM/MARCIA                     LARRY/DARLENE 
26 – HILLARY FRALEY           CINDY/RICK L.                    HILLARY

LENTEN LUNCHES
We had another successful year with this ministry. Many thanks to Barb and Dan Flory, Judy and Steve Green, Steve Schnabl, Rick Glatfelter, Darlene and Larry Adams for setting up, getting the food and making the soup, and serving when we hosted one on March 4th. This program began on February 25th and ran until March 25th. This has been a cooperative ministry put on by St. Paul’s UCC, First United Methodist Church, First Baptist Church, First Christian Church, and this year, for the first time, Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Church. This was our fourth year doing this luncheon.
Forty plus people attended each of these lunches and we look forward to doing this again next year.
MAUNDY - THURSDAY SERVICE
Each year, our church, First Christian and First Baptist co-celebrate a Maundy-Thursday Service. This year, on April 2nd, 6pm First Christian will host this service by having a Seder Meal, symbolic of the type of meal Jewish people serve during their high holy days and one that Jesus would have partaken of at what has become known as His Last
Supper. Come and join with us as Pastor Karen leads us in this wonderful remembrance meal.

ADOPTION
When Christ receives a soul into His love, He puts upon him the ring of adoption. Adopted! Why, then, we are brothers and sisters to all the good earth and Heaven, we have the family name and the family dress; and the Father looks down upon us, robes us, defends and blesses, and the insignia of eternal glory is our coat of arms. GALLAWAY
ST. PAUL’S UCC 150TH CELEBRATION
Your committee for our 150th Celebration has been working hard behind the scenes to prepare for our JUNE 14th SERVICE AND LUNCNEON. We will be mailing (or to those we see regularly, passing out) information to attend the luncheon and service on June 14th. In the envelope will be a special return card to let us know your plans for attending the luncheon. Please either mail the card back to the church or place it in the offering plate as soon as you know your definite plan. Our luncheon will be catered, so it is IMPORTANT that we give them our correct number of attendees BY MAY 1ST.
We hope you have been enjoying our SPECIAL 150TH ANNIVERSARY MOMENTS given on the third Sunday of each month throughout this whole year. We have some very interesting segments coming throughout the remainder of the year. If you would like to contribute, please feel free to speak to any of the committee members.
Thank you,
Darlene Adams and Steve Schnabl, Co-Chairs
Jennifer Batliner, Barb Flory, Charlen Kiniyalocts, Rick Lyons and Pastor Rich



HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!
6 – Lesa Boone
12 – Scott Lowman
13 – Mary Flory
21 – Rick Lyons
24 – Jordan Lowman
27 – Kaitlyn Canter
May you all have a great celebration on your special day!
