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Vision
The Sustainable Northampton Comprehensive Plan acts as a guide and 

an accountability mechanism for sustainability, a concept that aims to 

support the thriving of people, planet, and profit together over 

time.  What makes the plan comprehensive is that it looks at all 

significant city actions and policies in Northampton's Bike and 

Pedestrian Plan, the Open Space Recreation & Multiuse Plan, the 

Climate Resilience & Regeneration Plan, and the city's forthcoming 

Heritage Plan.  The plan encompasses a twenty year planning horizon, 

and will be updated in ten years.  Although it is a big picture 

framework, it also includes immediate actions for the next five years 

providing deeper implementation tactics.

Northampton has been 
awarded the LEED for Cities 
GOLD designation

LEED is a rating system with performance 

benchmarks that serve as a Sustainability 

& Equity Accelerator for climate action.  

LEED for Cities helps local governments be 

accountable to global goals and targets.  

Northampton joined a competitive 

national cohort of 56 cities in The LEED for Cities Government Leadership 

Program representing their commitment to certifying in LEED and 

accelerating progress on climate change, social equity, sustainability 

and resilience.  Direct support of a LEED for Cities Equity Fellow was 

awarded to generate a local equity scan.

Why we need to respond to Climate Change

Some of our residents, generally those with the least access to resources 

(frontline or climate justice communities), will be disproportionately 

hit by climate change.  The frontline communities for climate change 

tend to be the communities who are already facing chronic stress.  

During periods of acute stress (extreme storm events, natural and 

human-made disasters, and pandemics) 100% of the population is at 

much greater risk from climate change.

Climate change-induced extreme events are experienced now all over the globe with increasing frequency.  Predicted increases in temperatures, precipitation, and extremes 

prompt us to build in ways to adapt to these changes while actively working to reduce (and eventually eliminate) additional greenhouse gases contributing to the problem.

When increases in temperature, precipitation, and extremes occur 

we experience felt impacts known as key indicators of climate 

change, examples of which are noted in the text boxes above.  

(icon credit: André Luiz and Baboon designs from the Noun Project)

Northampton residents have committed to change and growth.  This is 

evident in the publishing of the Sustainable Northampton 

Comprehensive Plan, which was adopted by the city council and 

supported by the residents.  Clearly displaying this community's 

understanding of their generation’s responsibility to leave behind a 

community that will not compromise the ability of future generations 

to meet their needs.  In order for the concepts of social equity, 

economic and cultural vitality, and environmental security to 

animate the actions of the plan, the following are to be cultivated:

Leadership in the advancement of sustainable practices,

Diversity by encouraging full participation in community 

conversations,

Vibrancy as an atmosphere that elevates the arts, heritage, 

education, non-profits, and businesses in balance with our natural 

resources and quality of life. 

The following summary covers the main thematic areas of the 

plan which are listed in the navigation bar at the top of the page. 

For more detail, please visit the full plan by clicking the button 

below, or following the hyperlinks throughout the summary.

Sustainable Northampton Plan

Guiding Principles 
In the following slider, you will see the principles that guide this plan. 

They each contain three components:

Goals | The goals are based on the result of the public input process 

and form the foundation of the plan; 

Objectives | More specific ideals by which each goal will be achieved;

Strategies and Actions | Steps that are to be taken, with the 

responsible party identified.

Support a Diverse 
and Integrated 
Community

All residents should have the 

opportunity to excel on a 

social, economic, and 

academic level and to lead 

healthy, independent and 

successful lives. 

01 / 08

What Do We Mean 
by Land Use 
Patterns?

How humans use the 

environment over time can be 

observed in patterns on the 

landscape. Current multi-

family and high density 

housing is represented (in 

orange) in the map, and the 

commerical district (in red) 

also contains multi-family 

housing. When we 

concentrate additional 

housing around and within 

the commerical district and 

villages, we preserve open 

space, promote alternate 

transportation use to 

downtown, and effectively 

use existing public service 

and utilities. 

*Want a clearer view of the 

map? Click the expan icon in 

the upper right corner.  

Minimize the ledgend by 

clicking the down arrow 

above the legend title. To see 

the legend again just click the 

small circle in the bottom left 

corner of the map.

Suburban projects in 

undeveloped greenfields 

usually displace more habitat 

and create farmland loss, emit 

more carbon dioxide, 

generate more traffic, and 

consume more energy than 

urban infill projects.

This type of land use decision 

supports a beneficial 

community response to 

climate change and generates 

positive impacts from 

secondary actions.

Resilience & Regeneration
The city’s commitment to reduce its carbon footprint will come from 

changes in city operations inside and outside the city.  This includes our 

electric power purchasing, management of city watershed lands, as well 

as our community’s energy footprint, and community-wide direct 

carbon emissions (defined as scopes 1 and 2 emissions).  In addition, the 

city will reduce community consumption that results in carbon 

emissions elsewhere in the world (scope 3 emissions). 

Framework for Resilience 

Adaptive Capacity | Increase the capacity of systems to withstand 

climate hazards, and adapting standards and practices to better 

respond.

Strong & Healthy Communities | Build community, social 

networks and social cohesion. Increase community health and safety.  

Reduce the vulnerability of Frontline Communities (communities 

that continue to experience legacy injustices, creating inequalities to the 

consequences of climate change compounded by compromised access to 

resources for adapting to and withstanding those impacts). 

Climate-Smart Action | Develop the community’s ability to make 

decisions that prepare us for climate change through education and 

collaboration.

Framework for Regeneration

Nature as Model | Use water wisely, enhance soil health, draw 

carbon from the atmosphere, maintain comfortable air 

temperatures, and improve air quality.

Respect Resource Limits | Reduce consumption, mitigate 

greenhouse gas emissions, and reuse, re-purpose, and up-cycle 

materials.

Stewardship | Preserve healthy habitats, manage non-native species 

and disease vectors, and improve environmental education.

We are committed to a city that will thrive, even with climate change. 

We cannot be a resilient and regenerative city without being an 

equitable city. Equity, along with resilience and regeneration, is 

our third guiding principle for planning and implementation.  

Northampton is working to create a Community Resilience Hub to 

support Northampton residents who face chronic and acute stress due 

to natural and human-caused disasters, climate change, and social and 

economic challenges, as well as provide continued support for frontline 

communities.

Northampton Resilience Hub Plan

To ensure our continued commitment to resilience 
and regeneration, we plan to:

Become a net carbon neutral city by 

2050.

Ensure that city government 

buildings and operations are net 

carbon neutral by 2030.

Ensure that community carbon 

emissions will be 50% lower by 2030 

and 75% lower by 2040. 

Incorporate climate resilience and 

regeneration into all future city plans 

and capital improvement work.

Incorporate equity into every climate 

action.
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You can't improve what you don't measure. - Peter 
Drucker

Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions are a primary indicator for a more 

sustainable and resilient future. The city compiles a GHG inventory by 

sector. It is essential for the city to develop a streamlined process to 

collect energy use and emissions data for ongoing tracking and 

reporting purposes. 

In reality, the carbon footprint from these sectors is much larger, as it does not include the embodied carbon (emissions generated 

from extraction, production, and distribution) of these contributing sectors, only the direct emissions from use. View more detail.

Our Road to a Carbon Neutral City in 10 Pathways

The city needs a comprehensive approach to reducing emissions that 

prioritizes conservation and efficiency, electrification of energy use, 

transportation mode shifts, and changes in land use. Our consultants 

analyzed Pathways 1 through 6 for their GHG emissions reduction 

potential in low-case, mid-case, and high-case scenarios to pace the 

achievement of a 2050 carbon neutrality goal. The high-case scenario 

of market transformation, exemplary achievement, and 

remarkable progress by the year 2030 is needed in each pathway to 

achieve this.

LEED® certification trademark is owned by the U.S. 

Green Building Council® and is used with permission.

Vision Guiding Principles Resilience & Regeneration Open Space & Recreation Pedestrian & Bike Heritage Affordable & Attainable Housin... Acknowledgements

Sustainable Northampton Comprehensive Plan

https://www.usgbc.org/leed/v41#cities-and-communities
https://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/18591/Sustainable-Northampton-Comprehensive-Plan-2021?bidId=#page=41
https://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/18591/Sustainable-Northampton-Comprehensive-Plan-2021?bidId=
https://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/18591/Sustainable-Northampton-Comprehensive-Plan-2021?bidId=#page=32
https://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/18591/Sustainable-Northampton-Comprehensive-Plan-2021?bidId=#page=30
https://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/18591/Sustainable-Northampton-Comprehensive-Plan-2021?bidId=#page=12
https://www.northamptonma.gov/2166/Community-Resilience-Hub
https://www.northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/15476/Northampton-Community-and-Resilience-Hub-2020618-JWA
https://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/18591/Sustainable-Northampton-Comprehensive-Plan-2021?bidId=#page=50


Reduce Energy 
Demand: Efficiency 
and Conservation

Reducing energy use in 

buildings, transportation, 

consumption, and all other 

energy uses is always the 

most effective way to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions.
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Our Road to a Resilient City in 6 Adaptive 
Pathways

While reducing direct emissions from the city operations and 

occupants, we must also pursue pathways to adapt to climate change 

and increase our resilience. By adapting we mean to reduce our 

exposure and vulnerability to climate change by adjusting existing 

systems and practices.  These strategies cross our built, natural, and 

social systems, and overlap with our a carbon neutrality and 

regeneration efforts. They can be seen as 'no regret strategies' as they 

contain benefits beyond their primary objective, meaning 

improvements will happen regardless of satisfying the leading 

objective. 

Northampton 
Designs with Nature 
for Stormwater

Green infrastructure for 

stormwater management has 

co-benefits, such as reduced 

heat island effect, healthier 

wildlife habitat, enhanced 

carbon sequestration, and 

new recreational 

opportunities.
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Open Space & Recreation
Northampton is blessed with an exceptional wealth of scenic, natural, 

cultural, and recreational resources that the city has worked tirelessly 

to preserve for future generations. The city and our public and private 

partners help us make the most of these resources.  There is unmet 

demand, however, for open space, parks, recreation, and multi-

use trails for public use, health, and appreciation. We can meet these 

demands by carefully husbanding and expanding our ecological, 

cultural, and recreational resources.  The plan is both specific, to 

guide decision-making, and flexible, to respond to new opportunities.  

We welcome you to explore in more depth the contexts and inventories 

of our region as it is illustrated in the plan.

Our 12 Goals & Seven-Year Action Plan 

Manage 
Conservation Land 
to Preserve Natural 
Systems and be User-
Friendly

>More agriculture on 

conservation land and 

invasive plant removal

>Northampton ONE trail

that encircles the city while 

increasing trail accessibility
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Pedestrian & Bike
The Vision for the Walk/Bike Northampton Plan is to make 

Northampton one of the top leaders in walk and bike friendly 

streets of any small city in New England.  A bicycle and pedestrian-

friendly Northampton will be a more green, affordable, and sustainable 

city with improved mobility and economic vitality. The City of 

Northampton aims to increase walking and bicycling by residents 

and visitors of all ages and abilities. The goals and objectives of the 

Walk/Bike Northampton Plan will guide the development and 

implementation of the city’s sidewalk, trail and bicycle network and 

programming for years to come. Collectively, they support thecity’s 

vision, and are consistent with and build upon the city’s current 

transportation goals, objectives, strategies and actions found within the 

Sustainable Northampton Comprehensive Plan.

Sustainable Northampton's map of existing conditions for cyclists and pedestrians. 

The projects referenced on 
the map above in colored 
circles represent the key 
Strategies and Actions 
from the Northampton 
Pedestrian and Bicycle 
Comprehensive Plan. These 
projects provide a blueprint 
for the city to become a 
more walkable and 
bikeable community and 
help to offset the 
community’s overall carbon 
footprint. It also aims to 
promote new businesses and 
further attract new residents 

interested in a small city that puts an emphasis 
on a high quality of life.

KEY STRATEGIES & ACTIONS | A PROJECT 
EXPLAINER

The following slide show will explain the objectives of the six 

transportation (T) goals (found in the table above) and the related 

actions within each of the goal pathways. More detail can be found by 

following the hyperlinks in each slide.

Goal T-1

There are 11 objectives and 12 

projects in the T-1 goal 

category. They encompass 

efficiency for all users, 

environmental mitigations, 

and inclusive design. 

Elements of collaboration, 

connectivity, and safety are 

also emphasized. 
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Heritage
To protect and preserve the City's heritage 
resources

Northampton's Heritage Plan is still under development with an 

estimated release date of 2023.

196 Pleasant St., Northampton | Architect Tom Douglas

Affordable & Attainable Housing
The City recognizes the need to better inform the public on their 

progress in generating pathways and opportunities for residents of 

Northampton to thrive in affordable and attainable housing. That 

publication is forthcoming and a link to that summary will be found on 

this website later this year (2022).
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This storymap production Angie Gregory

Transportation (T) goals are prioritized by number 

and represented by color in this key. On the map 

above, the color indicates which of the (T) goals the 

project is addressing with its own prioritization letter 

(ie: 1-A) for that project within the goal category.

https://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/18591/Sustainable-Northampton-Comprehensive-Plan-2021?bidId=#page=52
https://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/18591/Sustainable-Northampton-Comprehensive-Plan-2021?bidId=#page=57
https://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/18591/Sustainable-Northampton-Comprehensive-Plan-2021?bidId=#page=97
https://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/18591/Sustainable-Northampton-Comprehensive-Plan-2021?bidId=#page=232
https://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/18591/Sustainable-Northampton-Comprehensive-Plan-2021?bidId=#page=233
https://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/18591/Sustainable-Northampton-Comprehensive-Plan-2021?bidId=#page=233-235
https://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/18591/Sustainable-Northampton-Comprehensive-Plan-2021?bidId=#page=22
https://northamptonma.gov/2070/Attainable-Housing
https://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/18591/Sustainable-Northampton-Comprehensive-Plan-2021?bidId=#page=2

