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Homeschooling Laws and Requirements inFlorida

Disclaimer:The following information is provided for informational purposes only and should not be
construed as legal advice. Homeschooling laws*and regulations may vary, and it is essential to verify the
information with local county and state officials. The author is not a lawyer, and this document does not
constitute legal advice.

Are you considering homeschooling your child in the state of,Florida? Understanding the homeschooling
laws and requirements is crucial to ensure compliance with state regulations and to provide your child
with a quality education. Here's a brief overview of homeschooling laws and requirements in Florida:

1. Homeschooling Options:
In Florida, families have three primary options for homeschooling:

e Establishing a home education program (homeschooling'independently)

e Enrolling in a private school that offers a homeschooling Gption

e Joining a non-traditional private school (umbrella school) specifically designed for
homeschooling families

2. Home Education Program:
If you choose to establish a home education program, you must:

e Notify the county superintendent of your intent to establish a home education program by
submitting a written notice within 30 days of starting homeschooling.

e Maintain a portfolio of educational records, including a log of educational activities, samples of
the child's work, and a list of curriculum materials used.

e Provide an annual educational evaluation of your child's progress, which can be conducted by a
certified teacher, a psychologist, or through standardized testing.

3. Private School Option:

You can enroll your child in a private school that offers a homeschooling option. Private schools in
Florida are not subject to the same regulations as public schools, but they must meet certain
requirements, including providing a quality education and keeping attendance records.

4. Umbrella Schools:

Umbrella schools, also known as non-traditional private schools, provide support and oversight to
homeschooling families. Families enroll in the umbrella school, which handles administrative tasks such
as record-keeping, testing, and transcript preparation.

5. Graduation Requirements:

Homeschooled students in Florida must meet the same graduation requirements as students in public
schools. These requirements include completing a minimum number of credits in core subjects such as
English, mathematics, science, social studies, and physical education.
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Useful Resources:

e Florida Department of Education: http://www.fldoe.org/
e Florida Homeschooling Information: http://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/home-edu/

Remember, homeschooling laws and regulations can change, so it's essential to stay informed and
consult with local county and state officials for the most up-to-date information. Homeschooling offers
families the flexibility to tailor their child's education to their individual needs and values, and
understanding the legal requirements ensures a smooth and successful homeschooling experience.
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