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Homeschooling Laws and Requirements in Montana

Disclaimer: The following information is provided for informational purposes only and should not be
construed as legal advice. Homeschooling laws and regulations may vary, and it is essential to verify the
information with local county and state officials. The author is not a lawyer, and this document does not
constitute legal advice.

Homeschooling in Montana offers families the opportunity to tailor their children's education to their
individual'needs and preferences. Here's an overview of the homeschooling laws and requirements in
Montana:

1. NotificationiRequirement:

e Montana homeschooling law requires parents or guardians to provide written notification to the
county.superintendent of schools before beginning homeschooling.

e The notification should include the names and ages of the children being homeschooled, the
address where/instruction will occur,-and-the-qualifications-of the-instructor:

e Notification must'be submittedsannually, on or before October 15th, for each school year.

2. Curriculum and Instruction:

e Montana homeschooling law does not prescribe specific curriculum requirements. Parents have
the freedom to choose or develop their curriculum and teaching materials.

e However, the curriculum should cover the basic subjects taught in public schools, including
reading, writing, mathematics, science, and social studies.

3. Assessment and Evaluation:

e Montana does not require standardized testing or assessments for homeschooling students.
e Parents are responsible for evaluating their child's progress. This can be done through various
methods, such as portfolio reviews, standardized testing, or assessments by certified teachers.

4. Record-Keeping:

While not mandated by law, it is advisable for homeschooling families to maintain records of their
children's academic progress, including attendance, coursework, and any assessments or evaluations
conducted.

5. Graduation Requirements:

e Homeschooled students in Montana must meet the same graduation requirements as students
in public schools to receive a high school diploma.

e These requirements typically include completing a certain number of credits in core subjects and
electives.

Useful Resources:
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e Montana Office of Public Instruction - Homeschool Information: https://opi.mt.gov/learning-
home/public-school-options/home-schooling
e Montana Coalition of Home Educators - Support and Resources: https://www.mtche.org/

It's essential to stay informed about homeschooling laws and regulations, as they may change over time.
Consult with local county and state officials for the most up-to-date information and ensure compliance
with Montana's homeschooling requirements. Homeschooling provides families with the flexibility to
provide personalized education to their children, and understanding the legal requirements ensures a
successful homeschooling journey.
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