
“Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the
occasion, that may give grace to those who hear.”                   
                     -Ephesians 4:29

Good day, Saints, 
         August brings the “dog days of summer,” i.e., those hot sultry days. Of course, July has not been that
cool for us. Hot, sultry days can cause one to not feel like doing much, except maybe going to the beach. 

         I’m visiting one of our members recently. And she (Adelle Todd) gave me a newspaper clipping that
caused me to ponder on hot days, short tempers, and harsh words that sometimes come as a result. Of
course, you may well know that I believe that we are living in a time, in large measure due to the anonymity
of social media and emails and such, wherein we have the attitude that we can say virtually anything
without any repercussions.

         So, as I was having one of those mental blocks that come to me on occasion, especially when the
weather is hot and humid, I thought that I would share a word of encouragement to remind us of the days
when society was a bit more civil with words…because we knew that this was God’s will for us.

         Here are some words of encouragement, via Adelle’s newspaper clipping, and Scripture:

         Don’t open your mouth:
         In the heat of anger-Proverbs 14:17.
         When you don’t have all the facts-Proverbs 18:13.
         When you haven’t verified the story-Deuteronomy 17:6.
         If your words will offend a weaker brother/sister-I Corinthians 8:11.
         When you are tempted to joke about sin-Proverbs 14:9.
         When you will be ashamed of your words later-Proverbs 8:8.
         When you are tempted to make light of holy things-Ecclesiastes 5:2.
         If your words would convey a wrong impression-Proverbs 17:27.
         If the issue is none of your business-Proverbs 14:10.
         When you are tempted to tell an outright lie-Proverbs 4:24.
         If your words will damage someone else’s reputation-Proverbs 16:27
         If your words will destroy a friendship-Proverbs 25:28.
         When you are feeling critical-James 3:9.
         If you can’t speak without yelling-Proverbs 25:28.
         When it is time to listen-Proverbs 13:1.
         If you may have to eat your words later-Proverbs 18:21.
         If you have already said it more than one time (nagging)-Proverbs 19:13.
         When you are tempted to flatter a wicked person-Proverbs 24:24.
         When you are supposed to be working instead-Proverb 14:23.
         
         Proverbs 21:23- “Whosoever keepeth his/her mouth and his/her tongue, keepeth his soul from
trouble.”

         Stay faithful; stay encouraged.

Still in His Peace,
Pastor William
         

Westover Reflections - August 2025



by Bruce Smith
Director of Music Ministries

L.O.V.E. – The Focus of Worship

“Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love,
just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to

God.” Ephesians 5:1-2

 

We all know that February is the month of “love” is it not? With Valentines and special
dinners and jewelry given, it is the quintessential time of expressing our love for our
significant other. (And yes, I know, it’s not February, but August – just work with me on this!)
And that love and respect is given because of the reflection of the love of God for us and
His desire for us to love Him in return. And there is no better place for that love than in our
worship time. 

Worship, after all, is defined as the “worth-ship” of God. He is worth every effort to bestow
love and gratitude. He is worth our attention, focus, and adoration. He is worth the sacrifice
of love and praise even when we don’t feel like it. And like our human relationships, loving
God requires the investment of time. Would your wife, girlfriend, boyfriend, or husband feel
well loved if you rarely spent time with him/her? Of course not! The same is true with God. 

Jesus in the Gospel of Luke gives us this warning about neglecting the love of God…

“Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds
of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced
the latter without leaving the former undone.” Luke 11:47

By this, Jesus is saying we can study the Bible, go to all the mission trips, tithe, and teach
Sunday School, but you cannot neglect loving God – because that’s what He cares about
the most. When we love Him, we trust Him and have faith in His plan for our life. When we
love Him, we put Him in the position of authority and honor in our lives. When we love Him,
He gets to call the shots in our life. 

So, how do we love Him? By singing with all our heart, engaging every effort in our quiet
time and corporate worship to honoring Him. Devoting ourselves to Him is the most
important expression of love we can offer the living God.

So, send your beloved that you love them – buy some jewelry – flowers – candy. And then
ask yourself…what did I get for my heavenly Valentine?

First fruitsFirst fruits  
of worship!of worship!



Mark your calendars:

Aug 2 Craft circle 10:00 AM Wesley Hall
Aug 2 Lunch (bring your own) 12:00 PM Wesley Hall
Aug 2 UWF and book study 12:30 PM Wesley Hall
Aug 15 Dinner & movie night 6:30 PM
Nov 16 Westover Homecoming 

Happy Birthday to:

1 Mary-Margaret Brooks Rice
2 Joy Driver

3 Cameron Harrison Preston
4 Alan Daniels
10 Billy Carter

10 Justin Gibson
10 Sarah Gibson

18 Phil Epley
18 Jackie Whitley
27 Bruce Danskin

28 Rebecca Daniels
29 Jeremy Wade Carter

Craft Circle
Craft circle is Saturday, 

August 2. We will be getting a
jump start on cooler weather by

making Fall wreaths. This is a
“Make and Take” craft, so you

will be making your own wreath
to take home! Please let

Sharron Gibson know if you
plan to come so that we can
make sure we have enough

supplies for everyone. 

VBS Thank you

What a (waves of) wonderful VBS we had!
Thank you to all who helped make it possible.
We hosted 15 children and their families. The
children  had an amazing time learning about
God’s love through crafts, music, games, food
and (of course) Bible stories! Our dedicated

group of VBS volunteers went above and
beyond to make this a great, meaningful time

for the children.

Movie night

Movie night is Friday,
August 15. A hotdog and
hamburger dinner will be

served at 6:30 PM. The
movie, Wing and A

Prayer, will start about
7:00 PM. This movie is
based on an amazing

true story.

Questions or information about the newsletter? Please contact Sharron at Sharron.Gibson9194@gmail.com

Baseball outing

Almost 30 baseball fans
braved the heat to watch
the Holly Springs
Salamanders win in
dominating fashion. Fun
time was had by all!



Westover United Methodist Church

One Board Minutes

June 22, 2025

Present at meeting:  Susan Denny, Jennifer Denny-Profitt, Kent Gibson, Sharron Gibson, Mo Holliday, William Holliday, Bruce Smith, Lucy Walters, 
Les Watkins, Clara Worsley.

Pastor William opened with prayer and led the meeting.

Acceptance of minutes from 3/30/25 One Board Meeting.  Bruce made a motion to accept the minutes.  Sharron seconded the motion. Motion was 
approved.

TRUSTEES

There was an extended discussion regarding the leases.  

Some concerns are:

-Tenants not placing a value on our property and equipment, possibly from being allow to pay below market value rent.

-Concern for the sound system.

-Tenants using facilities for longer times and using more rooms than is stipulated in their lease.

Points made regarding the leases:

-Rental amounts are based on various things such as missions; long-standing ties; work that the tenants do on the property.

-Leases can’t be changed mid-stream. However, leases do have a stipulation for additional charges if the terms of the lease aren’t followed, and 
leases can be cancelled if multiple infractions.  Fee should be punitive – not based on usage.  These charges need to be enforced.

-A simpler, shorter lease form would help with tenants understanding terms and may help with language barriers.

-Maybe charge $25 if someone needs to come check behind tenants and use the $25 to pay the person doing the checking.

-Tenant meetings need to be on the calendar.

-Ethiopian church has had multiple infractions.  Do we want to continue?  Do we want to lose that revenue of $14,000/year?

-Need to be careful not to discriminate against a group, or to come across as discriminating.

We have a new exterminator.

SPRC

No complaints.

NEW BUSINESS

Vacation Bible School:  We have at least 4 children.  Flyers are being distributed.  We can use more volunteers.  People can RSVP on our church 
website. UMM is sponsoring the VBS breakfast on 7/19/25.

Church Website:  The new church website is up and running.  We moved from umcchurch.com to godaddy.  Bruce is open to suggestions for 
modifications.  It is more interactive.  The calendar is difficult to view on a phone.  The layout is wide due to having to use the website’s template.  It 
is easier to see using landscape or on a computer.  There are also issues with meetings not showing up on it.  Bruce will check on the issues.  All 
calendar items should be run through Susan, at least 2 weeks in advance.  Some meetings are not getting on the wall calendar.  Bruce will put on 
website.  Sharron will put in newsletter.  A question was raised about including our custodian as part of the staff.  Susan will get his permission, 
picture and biography information if he agrees.

Worship:  Some changes have been made to Communion.  Intinction will be used at the 9:00 service.  It is hard to determine how many individual 
cups to prepare, so this will help to eliminate waste.  Individual cups will still be offered at the 11:00 service.  20 cups will be prepared.  If we need 
more, intinction will be used for the rest.  Mo and Jennifer can assist with serving communion at the 9:00 service.  Sharron can assist at the 11:00 
service.  Les is now taking up the offering at the 11:00 service.

Kent has a block of 30 seats for the Holly Springs Salamanders Baseball game on 7/20/25.  27 people have expressed interest in going.  He will send 
a link out for people to order their tickets.

Church t-shirts can still be ordered.  $12 for adult sizes.

Children’s room looks great.  It is still being worked on.

Bids are being taken on re-doing the floors in the office.  It is not a good time for Pastor William to have his done due to having to move everything.  
He would prefer to wait until a pastoral transition is made.  Clara motioned and Sharron seconded getting bids to have the floor in Susan’s office re-
done.  Motion was approved.  Susan is to be the point person for this project.  She will be getting a proposal from Becca.

The UMM BBQ grossed around $2,600.  Netted around $1,400.  The goal was more participation and that was accomplished.



A request was made for cards to be sent to people who have attended Westover in the past but are no longer attending.  UWF sends out cards and 
can send those out in August.

A neighbor of the church has inquired about using the church facilities for a Pre-School.  She plans on 5 – 10 children and charging 
$175-$200/month.  She would probably need downstairs space and would keep it clean.  Pastor William is trying to arrange a meeting with her.

Charge Conference will be in October – November.  Meetings are needed to prepare for Charge Conference.  Budget will be needed  for Pastoral 
Support.

Even though we have the One Board format, we still need other committees.  

-Nominating Committee – Need to ask others outside the board to serve.

-SPRC should be pulled out from the One Board.

-Lucy made a motion and Jennifer seconded these changes with 3-5 people on each committee.  Motion was approved.

There is a Conference Zoom meeting on 7/15 at 7:00 p.m.  2 lay people need to attend this along with Pastor William.

BUDGET/FINANCIAL/RECORD KEEPING

Lucy needs to transfer some money, $30,000 - $40,000 into checking.  We have approximately $60,000 in Savings, approximately $470,000 in the 
Jeremiah Fund (which has no stipulations on use), and approximately $230,000 in Capital Improvements Fund (which does have stipulations on 
use).  Susan motioned to transfer from the Jeremiah Fund.  Les seconded.  Motion was approved.

Lucy and Pastor William did an audit check in February.

Lucy is transitioning the books into Quicken.

Our next meeting is set for Sunday, September 21st, 2025,  at 1:30 pm.

Submitted by Mo Holliday, Recording Secretary


