REDEMPTION WAY

Ephesians 1:6b~10 [6] (to-the praise of his glovious grace; withv
which) he has blessed us inthe Beloved (7] In him we have
redemption thwough his blood, the forgiveness of owr trespasses;
according to-the riches of his grace; [8]whichv he lawished upor us;
i all wisdom and insight [9] making known to-us the mystery of his
willy; according to-hisx purpose; which he outlined in Christ. [10]as o
plawv for the fullness of time; to-unite all things in him; things inv
heaven and things ow earth. (ESV)

For many people; that the state has declaved as “non-essential’, they
have av lot of extratime ontheir hands. Deprived of all the usual
activities and associations; the common suggestion is to-take the
time for avperiod of self-improvement. Consequently, there iy o
plethora of books; awticles, and schemes that attempt to-fulfill that
longing. Despite many variations and sometimes complex formulas;
the result iy to-tell people they are all right after all and that what
identity, worth, and meaning they find i life they must find invand
for themuselves. But every humauw effort at self-improvement or self-
satisfaction--no- matter what ity religious covering may be--is subject
to-the law ofd,wnwudumg/retbwm GWWWWMMM

wawd’mwowpprmedxbut not alleviated. The longer such
superficial games owe played,; the deeper become the depression,
anxiety, and feelings of guwilt. Because God and His Word are not
considered inv most such attempts, the only true source for finding
ullimate truthv iy eliminated; and people inevitably are led back to-
themselves for the answers.

The only way wpwmwwvad\mawtrwwoﬁdf-worﬂv
meaning, and s s to-hawve v right relationship withvone’s
Creator. A personw without Chwist has no- standing before God; no-
ultimate purbose or meaning invthe world. A Christion, however, is v
child of God and av joint-heir with Jesus Chwrist. If one has no-
comprehension of those blessings he or she needs to-understand the
position they already hawve intheir Sawior. To-give such Christions
the right understanding of their positiorw and possessions isthe
foundational thwust of Paul's Ephesiawv letter. It stowty withv o
comprehension of the wonderful work of Redemption by God ow
behalf of those who-He draws unto-Himself.



Redemptiow is one of the centiral themes of Scripture and the book of
Ephesians; but it carries much more thanthe ideo simply of
exchanging onething for another of equal value: InEphesians 1:6b-
10, theApostle Paul shows the Road to-Redemption by showing five
elementy of the redemption God offers thwough Hisy Son, Jesus Chwrist.
Inthisy we sees 1) The Redeemer (Ephesians 1:6b), 2) The Redeemed
(Ephesiany 1:7a), 3) The Redemption Price (Ephesians 1:70), 4) The
Resulty (Ephesians 1:7c-9a), and 5) The Reasov (Ephesians 1:90-10).

The Road to-Redemption that God offers thwough His Sony, irwolves:
1) The Redeemer (Ephesians 1:6b)

Ephesians 1:6b-[6] (to-the praise of his glorious grace; with which) he
has blessed ws inthe Beloved: (ESV)

Fromthe beginning of Jesus ministry, the Father declowed Him to-be
“My beloved Sow (Matt. 3:17). When we believe in Himy, “He delivered
us fromthe domain of dawkness and transferred us to-the kingdom
of His beloved Sow (Col 1:13). Because we are now, asy Paunl
continues in the second half of verse 6 “inthe Beloved’, we; too; are
“beloved of Godl' (Rowu 1:7). To-be Beloved representy one who-is irv
the stute of being loved by God. Jesus Chwrist is our Redeemer from sin
who-Hinuelf paid the price for our release from sivvand deati
Because we now belong to-Christ, by faith made one with Himv and
placed invHis Body, we are now acceptable to-God: The perfect
powticiple reaches WWPMMMWWPVMMW
future. Chwist is “the One Beloved” becauuse of his mediatorial
obedience to-Gods (Lenski; R. C. H. (1937). The interpretation of St.
Paull's Episties to-the Galatians; to-the Ephesians and the Philippians
(p. 363). Columbus; O.: Lutheran Book Concern.).

Please turn to-Johwv 14

Oonly Jesus Chrrist has the inherent right to-all the goodness of God.
But because we ave identified with Him by faith, that goodness is
now also-our goodmness. Because owr Sawior and Lord is the Beloved
of the Father and possesses all the goodness of the Father, we are also-
the beloved of the Father and possess all His goodness: The expression
‘invthe Beloved’ continues the notion that all of God's blessings come
to-us ‘v Christ® (Wv. 3, 4; cf: 5). ‘Belovedl mawks out Chwist as the



supreme object of the Father’s love (O'Brien; P. T. (1999). The letter to-
the Ephesians (p. 104). Grand Rapids; MI: W.B. Eerdmans Publishing
Co:)

Jesus said:

Johw 14:15-24 [15]"If yow love me; yow will keep my commandments.
[16 ]JAnd I will ask the Father, and he will give yow another Helper,
to-be with yow forever, [17 Jevenwthe Spirit of truth, whom the world
carnnot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows hinu Yow know
himy, for he dwells withv yow and will be iwyow.  [18]"I will not leawve
yow as ovphans; I will come to-yow. [19] Yet o little while and the
world will see- me no- more; but yow will see me. Because I Live; yow
also-will live: [20] Onwthat day yow will know that I amv ivv my
Father, and yow irnv me; and I invyow. [21] Whoever has my
commandmenty and keeps themy he it iy who-loves me. And he who-
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love hivv and/
manifest myself to-him." [22] Judas (not Iscariot) said to-himy, "Lovd,
how i it that yow will manifest yourself to- us; and not to-the world?"
[23] Jesus answered himy, "If anyyone loves me, he will keep my word,
and my Father will love himy, and we will come to-him and make our
home with him. [24] Whoever does not love me does not keep my
words. And the word that yow hear iy not mine but the Father's who-
sent me. (ESV)

The Father now loves us as He loves Chwist and wanty us to- have
everything that Chwist has. That iy why Paul said back in Ephesians
1:3 He “has blessed us withv every spiritual blessing inthe heavenly
places i Chwrist’ . Every Chwristiow i God's beloved child because the
Lovd Jesus Chwist has become owr Redeemer.

Poetry: A poet hay expressed the magnificent reality of r Low v
the words:

"Neaw, so-very neoawr to-God, Nearer I could not be; For invthe person of
Hiz Sony I'mvjust as near as He:. Deow, so-very dear to-God; Deawer I
could not be; For inthe persowof His Son, I'myjust as dear as He'.

The Road to-Redemptionthat God offers thwough His Son; ivvolves:
2) The Redeemed (Ephesians 1:7a)
Ephesiony 1:7av [7] In himv we have redemptior (through hisx blood,



téhefz))rgzwm of our trespasses; according to-the riches of hisx grace)
[2YY%

Understanding the nature of the humarv conditiow iy essential for
redemption. For oneto-continue in sin, one must believe that sivw is
not that bad. We expect it in our politicians, we see it in owr TV
characters, and eventhose closest to-us attempt to-deceive: S
deceives one into-believing that it iy alwayy someone else that is o
real sinner and we arve good people. Becaurse merv and women apart
from Christ are ‘dead intrespasses and sing (Eph. 2:1), divine
forgiveness is essential to-the restoration of w relationship with the
Father (O'Brieny P. T. (1999). The letter to-the Ephesians (p. 107).
Grond Rapids; MI: W.B. Eerdmans Publishing Co:).

Paul specifies that “inhim?”, that is; Chwist who-he hay already
mentioned has taken this action on behalf of His people; we now
“have redemption’. Paul's use of the present tense (“we have’’)
indicates a present and continuous reality that the Ephesian
believers already possessed. Redemption is avpresent rewlv:y -not past
terue; “yow were redeemed at one time but have to-

redeemed’’; not future tense; “someday yowll be redeemed.” (Yet
redmpt’wmwa&partopra/stplamvbeﬁ}reﬂ*wfoumdat’mofthe
world, past action at the crosy and also- o future promise referring to-
believers future inheritonce and hope—cf: Eph.1:14 and 4:30.)
(Bawton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1996). Ephesiang (p. 17). Wheaton,
IL: Tyndale Houwse Publishers.)

Please turnto-Romans 5

Until o persov realiges their need for redemption, such apersow sees
no-need for a Redeemer. Until some recognize that they are
hopelessly enslaved to- sin, they will not seek release from it. It iy of
course because people awe like that that they need redemption. Goods
people would not need aRedeemer This iy what enabled Charles
Wesley to-write: “Long my imprisoned spiri lay, Fast bound i sirv
and natwre’s night; Thine eye diffused av quickening ray, I woke; the
dAwlgeowﬂamedxwd:hW My d\wmfell/oﬁc my heawrt was free; I
rose; went forthv and followed thee”. So-long as we know that the
deativof the Lord Jesus Chwrist has accomplished that for us, we will
continue to-love himv and serve himv as our “deawr Redeemer.” (Boice;
J. M. (1988). Ephesians: awvexpositional commentary (p. 24). Grand



Rapids; MI: Ministry Resources Library.)

Intalking about the universal hwman condition that all are borw
into; the Apostle Paul explaing how all awre natuwrally dead in
trespasses and sini

Romang 5:12-17 [12]Therefore; just as sivv caume into-the world
through one man, and death through sin, and so-deathv spread to-
all mew because all sivned-- [13 Jfor sivw indeed was in the world
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where theve iy no-
low. [14] Yet death reigned from Adawm to-Moses; everv over those
whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adawmy; who-was o
type of the one who-was to-come. [15] But the gift iy not like the
trespass. For if many died thwough one mowvy trespass, muuch more
have the grace of God and the gift by the grace of that one mawv
Jesus Christ abounded for many. [16 ] And the gift is not like the
result of that one mauvy sivv For the judgment following one trespass
brought condemnation; but the gift following many trespasses
brought justification. [17] For if; because of one man's trespass;
deativ reigned through that one man, much move will those who-
receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteouwsness reigw
in life thwough the one maw Jesus Christ. (ESV)

Adam brought sirvvand deathv into-the world; but those who-have
believed inv Chwist awe full of hope; for Chwist hay reversed the
corsequences of Adamv's sivvand has given hisx owr life and
righteousness to- secure their eternal glory (Crossway Bibles: (2008).
The ESV Study Bible (p. 2166). Wheaton IL: Crossway Bibles:).

For those who- repent of their sin, and put their faith: "I him', inv
Christ, they have redemption. Believery are in Christ through faithv
ond because of His perfect work of redemptionw and thwrough Hiy
power, they are eternally secure inHim. These blessings awe all “inv
Christ” as being not only their source but their spheve (cf. Col1:14).
They are enjoyed by the believer inthe present. The tense iy
continuous—“we hawe and ave sEill hawing.” (Wood; A. S. (1981).
Ephesians. InF. T. Gaebeleir (Ed.), The Expositor’s Bible Commentary:
Ephesians through Philemor (Vol. 11, pp. 24-25). Grand Rapids; MI:
Zondervan Publishing House.)

Hynwu Ay Faorwy Crosby described it: "Redeemed; how I love to-
proclaim it; Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb; Redeemed thwo® hiy
infinite mercy, Hiy child, and forever I o’ (Farwy J. Crosby. Hymng



of Grace and Glory (Belfout: Ambassador Productions, 2002), no-
423.)

The Road to-Redemption that God offers thwough His Sony, irwolves:
3) The Redemption Price (Ephesions 1:7b)

Ephesians 1:76-[7] (Inhimv we have redemption) through his blood,
(the forgiveness of our trespasses; according to-the riches of his
grace), (€ESV)

The price of redemptiow is Christ’s blood: It cost the blood of the Sow
of God to-buy His people back from the slave market of sirv (cf- Lew.
17:11; Heb: 9:22). Do-yow realige that this Chwist who-hay thus sheds
his blood for yow is himuelf your God? So-the Scriptures teach: “The
blood of God outpoured uponthe tree! So-reads the Book: O mind,
receive the thought, Nor helpless nuwmur thow hast vainly sought

-roomw withivnthee for such mystery.... Draw neawr and listesv
to-this sweetest sweet--Thy God; © mingling; shed his blood for thee!”
(Boice; J. M. (1988). Ephesians: awv expositional commentory (p. 26).
Grond Rapids; MI: Ministry Resources Library.)

Please turn to-Hebrews 9

Shedding of blood iy & metorwym for death, which is the penalty and
the price of sirv. Christ’s death, by the shedding of His blood, was the
substitute for our death. That which we deserved and could not save
ourselves fromy the beloved Savior, though He did not deserve it, took
upon Hinmuself. He made payment for what otherwise would have
condemned us to-deathvand hell. This refers to-Jesus' vicarious,
substitutionawy, sacrificial death. He died irvowr place for our sivv
(cf- Genv 3:15; Isaw 53; Rowu 3:25; 5:9; Eph 2:13; Coli 1:20; Heb- 9:22)
(Utley, R. J. (1997). Paul Bound,; the Gospel Unbound: Letters from
Prisow (Colossians; Ephesians; and Philemon; thew later,
Philippians) (Vol. Volume 8, p. 76). Marshall; TX: Bible Lessons
International.).

Speaking of Chwist atoning work:
Hebrews 9:12-14 [12] he entered once for all into-the holy places; not



using the blood of goaty and calves but using his blood, thus
securing awv eternal redemptiov [13]For uftheblood/ofgoatyam
bulls; and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer,
sanctify for the purificatiow of the flesh; [14]how much more will the
blood of Chwist, who-thwrough the eternal Spirit offered himself
without blemish to-God, purify our conscience from dead works to-
serve the living God. (ESV)

Christ has bought us back from the tyranny of sin—literally
“ramsomed” us. AT avterrible price: hiy life: He hay set ws free from
those enemies that once owned ws--fear, prejudice; lust, anger,
legalism, greed—and made uy his own. Imagine yow are av slave ands
yow belong to-a horrible master who-has no-regard for your health
your feelings; or your life inv general. One day a benevolent stranger
buyy yow at o staggering price and sety yow free—completely free.
How would yow respond? Would yow show appreciatiov for your
Liberator? sing hisx praises to-anyone who-would listen? Would yow
ever willingly go-back to-yowr deg«radwqbovdage? Yowr life should
reflect gratitude for what Chwist has done. Dow't retwrn to-your
former lrondage/. Claimv your freedomw inn Chwist! (Bawtowy, B. B., &
Comfort, P. W. (1996). Ephesians (p. 17). Wheaton, IL: Tyndale Houwse
Publishers:)

IUustration: In o city onthe shore of a great lake lived av small boy
who-loved the water and sailling. So-deep was his fascination that
he; with the help of his father, spent months making o beautiful
model boat, whichvhe began to- sail at the water’s edge. One day o
sudden gust of wind caught the tiny boat and carried it far out into-
the lake and out of sight. Distraught, the boy refurned home
inconsolable. Day after day he would walk the shoves in search of his
treasure; but always inv vainv. Thew one day as he was walki
through town he saw hig beautiful boat — in av store window! He
approached the proprietor and arnwnounced his ownership, only to-be
told that it was not his, for the owner had paid o local fishermowv
good money for the boak. If the boy wanted the boat, he would have
to-pay the price: And so; the lad set himself to-work doing anything
ond everything wntil finally, he returned to-the store with the
money. At last, holding his precious boat in his arms; he said with
greal joy, “Yow avre twice mine now — because I made yow, and
because I bought yow.” Just so! Redemptiow is the payment of aprice
or ransom. The price wasy Chwist’s blood;, and the object was owr souls.
AW humanity was inthe slove market of sirvv and thus powerless to-
affect self-deliverance; but Chwist has purchased his Chuwch withy anw
infinite price (Hughes; R. K. (1990). Ephesians: the mystery of the
body of Christ (p. 32). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books:)



The Road to-Redemption that God offers thwough His Son; irwolves:
4) The Redemptive Resully (Ephesians 1:7c-9a)

Ephesiany 1:7c-9av [7 ]In himv we hawe redemption throughv his blood,)
the forgiveness of our trespasses; according to-the riches of hix grace;

[8 ]Jwhichvhe lawvished upow us; inv all wisdom and insight [9]making
known to- ug the mystery of his will; (according to-his purpose; which

he outlined in Christ) (ESV)

Redemption irwvolves every conceivable good thing; “every spiritual
blessing invthe heavenly places inv Christ’ (v. 3). But here Paul focuses
ontwoespecially important aspects. One iy negative; the forgiveness
of our trespasses; and the other invverse 8, iy positive wisdom and
insight. The word “forgive” literally means “to- send away.” Siv is v
terrible burdenthat is sent away whew av sinner turng to- Christ.
Christ carried the burden onthe crossy (1 Peter 2:24). It iy pictuwred by
the scapegoat onthe Day of Atonement, takerv into-the wilderness
(Lewv. 16:20-22). (Wiersbe; W. W. (1992). Wiersbe’s expository outlines
onthe New Testament (p. 539). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.)

Please tuwrn to- Leviticus 16

The primawy result of redemption for the believer is forgiveness; one
of the centiral salvation truthy of both the Old and New Testouments.
Forgiveness (aphesis) is losing someone from what binds them. It
stems from av ver- meaning to- send away (Johwv 20:23). Used as v
legal termv it meant to-repay or cancel o debtor to-grant a pardovu
Whew God deals witivour siny i€ iy dispatched into-the wilderness like
the scapegoat (Lev 16:20-22). (Wood, A. S. (1981). Ephesians. InF. E.
Gaebeleivy (Ed:), The Expositor’s Bible Comumentory: Ephesionsy
thwough Philemovw (Vol. 11, p. 25). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan
Publishing House:)

Israely greatest holy day was Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. Ow
that day, the highvpriest selected two- unblemished sacrificial goaty

Leviticus 16:7-10 [7] Therw he shall take the two-goaty and set thew
before the LORD at the entrance of the tent of meeting. [8] And
Aavor shall cast loty over the two-goats, ovwlotfortheLOR’D and the



other lot for Azagel. [9]And Aarow shall present the goat on whichv
the lot fell for the LORD and use it ay av sivv offering; [10]but the goat
o which the lot fell for Azagel shall be presented alive before the
LORD to- make atonement over it, that it may be sent away into-the
wilderness to-Agazgel. (ESV)

One goat was killed; and his blood way sprinkled on the altor as o
sacrifice. The high priest placed his hands onthe head of the other
goat, symbolically laying the sing of the people onthe animal. The
goat was then takew out deep into-the wilderness; so-fow that it could
never find ity way back: Inv symbol; the sing of the people went withv
the goat, never to-return to-thew again. But that enactment,
beautiful and meaningful as it was; did not remove the people’s sins;
as they well knew. It was but av picture of what only God Himself irv
Christ could do- Through the shedding of His blood, Jesuws Christ took
the sing of His people upon His head; as it were, and carried them anw
infinite distance away fromv wheve they could never return. That is
the extent of the forgiveness of our trespasses:

If people have problems forgiving other's trespasses, they have
forgottenw how God has forgiven them If they cannot forgive
thenuelves, then it is a lack of faith to- believe what God hay already
done.

Forgiveness inv Jesus Chwist iy undeserved, but it is free and it iy
complete: Those who-hawve Him have freedom from sin, now and
throughout eternity. In Christ, owr sing--past, present, and futire
—“owe forgivew ... for His name’'s sake’ (1 Johwv2:12; cf Eph. 4:32; Cols
2:13). They were forgiven countless ages before we committed them
ond will remain forgivenw forever. InEphesians 1:7 the reference is
not to- siv (hamauwrtia) as in Colossians 1:14, but to- sing (parapto ma)
or deviationy fromthe right pativ. The first term denotes av sinful
condition; the second; sinful acty. Forgiveness deals with both.
(Wood, A. S. (1981). Ephesians: InF. E. Gaebelein (Ed.), The
Expositor's Bible Comumentury: Ephesions through Philemon (Vol. 11,
p. 25). Grand Rapids; MI: Zondervan Publishing Howse:)

The forgiveness of our trespasses iy expressed as affected by awv act of
God withv continuing covusequences. The Scriptuwes nowhere treat the
ransoming and the forgiveness/remission as one act; n anoAvtpwotg
andn épeois awre two-acty. The one took place onw Calvary whes Christ' s
blood paid the ransom price for (His people); the second takes place
whenever av sinner repenty and God inthat instant sends away their
sivvand guwill. The forgiveness/remissiow resty onthe ransoming



(Lenskiy R. C. H. (1937). The interbretution of St. Pauls Epistles to-the
Galatians, to-the Ephesians; and the Philippians (pp. 365-366).
Columbus; O.: Lutheran Book Concern).

This i why we are called to- continue to-forgive others their
trespasses; for God continues to-forgive us. If it was three strikes ands
your out, thenw we would all be irv eternal bondage to- sir

The vastness and comprehensiveness of our forgiveness are seevv ivv
Paul’'s statement that it iy according to-the riches of His grace. Godls
grace--like iy love, holiness; power, and all His other attributes—is
boundless: It is for beyond owr ability to-comprehend or descrile; yet
we know it iy according to-the riches of that infinite grace that He
provides forgiveness. He doesnw't just give us wonderful things. That
wowld be out of His wonderful grace: just some of what He has. The
greatness of His giving to-uy iy according to-the riches of His grace:
The degree; scope; M\d/wct@yltof}{wgzwmg/arwvaroport’wwﬁrwhwt
He has. God's grace iy awvexpressior of his munificence: Godo's
redwmt’wm forgiveness; and grace to-usy are infinite, eternal,

; and fowr beyond our understanding. (Barton; B. B., &
Comfort, P. W. (1996). Ephesiany (pp. 19-20). Wheatow, IL: Tyndale
Howse Publishers.)

His forgiveness not only is givesw according to-the riches of Hisy grace
but verse 8 sayy how it iy lavished upon us. We need never worry that
our sinvwill outstrip Godl'y gracious forgiveness. “Where sinv
increased;” Paul assures us, “grace abounded all the more! (Romu
5:20). Our heavenly Father does not simply give us subsistence
forgiveness that will bawrely cover owr sing if we awe caweful not to-
overdo- it. We cavmnot sin beyond God's grace; because as wicked and
extensive as our sing might be or become; they will never approaciv
the greatness of His grace: For those who-truly repent and mourw
over their sin, His forgiveness iy infinite, and He lawvishes it without
measure upon those who-trust inv His Sovw We therefore not only cawv
enjoy future glory withv God, but present fellowship with Him as well.
God wanty to- give grace to-people; and whew He gives; He gives

and extrovagantly. Paul's language expressed joy--the
riches are bountiful or infinite and are meant for us; His people:
(Bauwton, B. B., & Comfort, P. W. (1996). Ephesiany (p. 20). Wheaton
IL: Tyndale House Publishers.)

The second resuwlt of redemption for the believer is being given



wisdom and insight. The two-terms; wisdomw (Sophia) and
insight/understanding (phwronesis), though not consistently
distinguished in Scriptune; generally refer to-the knowledge of
something; followed by the ability to-apply that knowledge or wisdom
to- v right cowrse of action. God has provided the knowledge and
ability to-know and to-do-his will (Patzia, A. G. (2011). Ephesians;
Colossians; Philemor (pp. 154-155). Grand Rapids; MI: Baker
Books:).

God not only forgives us—taking away the sinthat corrupty and
distorty our lives--but also-gives usg all the necessary equipment to-
mdwxay\d/ﬂmwnd/towalkxﬂwoughﬂwwoﬂd/day by day inv v way
that reflecty His will and iy pleasing to-Him. He generously gives us
the resources to-understand His Word, to-know how to-obey i, and
the spiritual resources to-fulfil it.

God intended that we should understand hiy saving purposes. He;
therefore; lavished his grace uponw us ‘i all wisdom and insight’ by,
as verse 9 beging making knowwto- us the mystery of hix will, the
content of which is the summing up of all things inv Chwist (v. 100). ...
God’'s saving purposes; plavwned from eternity, had astheir final goal
the uniting of all things inv heaven and eawtivinv Chwist... ‘Making
knowr to- us the mystery of his will. Mystery as used inv Scripture (Gk
mysterion) refers to-the revelatiow of something that was previously
hiddew or knoww only vaguely but now is more fully made knoww
(cf- Coli 1:26-27). The mystery of God’'s will, now revealed in Chwist, is
“to- unite all things in him” (Ephv 1:10; of: 3:3-11) (Crossway Bibles:
(2008). The ESV Study Bible (p. 2263). Wheaton; IL: Crossway Bibles.).

Hymwu AW of these redemptive resulty occur because of Chwrist's work:
He buyy us from sinto- set us free. This is what enalbled Charles Wesley
to-write: "Long my imprisoned spirit lay; Fast bound inv sin and
nature’s night; Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, I woke; the
dungeon flamed with light; My chains fell of; my heawt was free; I
rose, went forth and followed thee'. (Chawrles Wesley as cited inBoice;
J. M. (1988). Ephesians: awvexpositional commentary (p. 24). Grand
Rapids, MI: Ministry Resources Library.)

Finally, the Road to-Redemption that God offers thwough His Son
ivwolves:

5) The Redemptive Reasow (Ephesiany 1:9-10)



Ephesians 1:96-10 [9] (making knowwn to-us the mystery of his wil),
according to-his purpose; which he outlined in Christ [10]as o plavv
for the fullness of time; to- unite all things in him;, things irnv heavesy
and things ow earthu (ESV)

God redeems Hiy people so-that He might gather themw to-Himself:
That is His purpose; which He outlined in Christ. His redemptiow iy
finally described irnvverse 10 as a plawv for the fullness of time. God
had a timetable established for redemption before the foundation of
the world. At the time of His choosing; the fullness of time; He sety
each phase in motion. This phwase emphasiges that God iy inv control
of history (as does predictive prophecy). At just the right moment,
God sent Chwist, and; at just the right moment, He will come agaivw
(Utley, R. J. (1997). Paul Bound,; the Gospel Unbound: Letters from
Prison (Colossions, Ephesians; and Philemon, thew later,
Philippians) (Vol. Volume 8, p. 77). Marshall, TX: Bible Lessons
International).

He redeems and gathers together His redeemed with the purpose to-
unite all things in Him. Inthe fullness of time; Godi's two- creations;
his whole universe;, and his whole chuwrch will be unified under the
cosmic Chwist who- i the supreme head of bothv (Stott, J. R. W. (1979).
God's new society: the message of Ephesiany (p. 44). Downers Grove;,
IL: InterVarsity Press.)

Please turn to-Romans 8

The redeemed that are presently alive and those who-have gone ow
to-be with Himv awe the ones described here as inv heaven and o
eartihi At present, the universe iy anything but unified. It is
corrupted; divided; and splintered. AU creatiow awaity r o

Romans 8:18-25 [18] For I consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worthy comparing with the glovy that is to-be revealed to-
us: [19] For the creation waity withveager longing for the revealing
of the sons of God [20] For the creation way subjected to-futility, not
willingly, but because of himv who- subjected it, in hope [21 Jthat the
creatiow itself will be set free fromv ity bondage to- corruption and
obtuinthe freedow of the glory of the childvew of God: [22 ] For we
know that the whole creation has been groaning together inthe
paing of childbivthv until now. [23] And not only the creation; but



we; who-have the first fruity of the Spirit, groow inwardly as we wait
eagerly for adoption ay sons; the redemption of our bodies. (24] For
inthis hope we were sawved. Now hope that iy seew is not hope. For who-
hopes for what he sees? [25 ]But if we hope for what we do- not see; wes
wait for it withvpatience:. (ESV)

When every trace of evil has been disposed of; God will establish awv
incomparable unity in Hinuelf of all things that remaiv. That isthe
inevitable goal of the universe.

Apart from the wisdom and insight God provides His children, o
hopeless conclusion is inescapable: History iy written and divected by
ity Creator, who-will see it thwough to-the fulfilllment of Hiy ultimate
purbose--to- unite/summing up all things in Chwist. He designed Hiy
greal plawv invthe ages past; He now sovereignty works it out
according to-His divine will; and invthe fullness of the time; He will
complete and perfect it inHisy Son, invwhom it will forever operate inv
righteous hawrmony and glorious newness along withy all things inv
heaverv and things ovw earti. Christ is the one inv whomw God chooses
to- sum up the cosmos; the one inv whom he restores harmony to-the
universe. He iy the focal point, not simply the means; the instrument,
or the functionawy thwough whow all this occurs



