labels.
we all use them pigeonholing. we've all done it.

labeling or pigeonholing gives uy a false sexse of security. once we've
labeled or classified someone or something; we feel more comfortable and
more " control’ of it. we've all heawrd the saying. "if it walks like a ducks
and quacksy like av duck; it must be o duck:

but have yow ever wondered if we cawv safely apply this principle to-
Christianity? if one wears o Christiow label and is kind and good and
sincere invhig beliefs; does that auwtomatically make hiv or her o Chwistion?

before we can become anything irv life; whether it be av doctor, lawyer,
plumber, or factory worker. we muust know what it i and what we must do-to-
qualify to-become one: inv like manner, before we carv become a Christion
we must know what avtrue Christiowv iy and how to-become one:

what does Jesus Christ think of the spectacle of thousands of different,
wmpd’wxg/duwmumfmwwndxmmwmdf 'Chrristionw and yet
and bickering over nearly every doctrine and tenet imaginable?"

iy god divided? is god the author of confusion (1 corinthians 14:23)?

did chwist teach several thowsand different methods of salvation and wayy
of Uife or just one? in (john 10:1-4) Jesus pointed out that he iy the good.
shepherd and that any who-would enter the kingdow of God by any other
means than the way he prescriled were thieves and robbers. he pointed out
that many "shepherds’' of gods flock are but hirelings; following the

7 dolar and the pathv of the least resistunce. to-cut through some of
the confusion shwouding mew's mindy about real Christianity lety us first
establish what o true Christion is:

aw idle Christiown iy a row material of which backsliders avre made. inv o
real sevuse; Chwistionity is avtest of endwrance. christ said that he who-
endures to-the end shall be saowved (Matthew 24:13), not those who- stoawt out
like o howse afire and later "burnwout." since we are left in aw quandary
upow seeing all the contention; backbiting; and disagreement of these
hundreds of groups claiming to-be Christionw churches; we need to-go-to-the
very source they claim as their souwrce the holy bible. the bible is the
congtitution and the bill of righty for the Chwistion.

what, then, iy the bible definitionw (not webster's) of o Chwistion? read and
memorige Romany 8:9: "now if any mawvhas not the spirit of Chwist, he is
none of his." there it iy as plain ay canv bel therefrom your own bible is God's
definitiow of o Chwistiond if one does not hawve; possess, and follow the holy
spirit of God, he iy not a bible defined Christion no- matter what he says;
how he acty, or what he teaches.

the holy spirit is the essence; power, mind, and spiritual extersiov of God.




God begety Chwistions as his sonsy and daughters through hiy spirit. it
strengthens and fortifies o Christion spiritually, corwerty his mind; leads
and guides hinw ay necessary, ond servey as owv earnest or guarantee of
eternal life (Ephesians 1:13-14).

now that we know the bible definition of o Chwistian, we must go-onto- ask;
‘and we awe his witnesses of these things; and so- iy also-the holy spirit, which
God hativ giverv to-them that OBEY him," now, isnw't the plain? it cuty right
not aw option. we find no-category of " conwerted lawbreakers' arywhere irnv
the bible:. chwist said, " why to-call ye my lord; lord;, and do- not the things
which I say?" (luke 6:46).

and yet sivv iy mankind’'s number one problem today. if yow say sirv iy not o
problemy; yowre missing the whole point. what iy sin? once againy the bible
iy crystal cleaw sivv as to-what sinwis: " sinv iy’ here’sthe Bible's definition "
the travsgression {breaking} of the law" (1 johwv 3:4). the "wages’ of sirv
what yow "earn’ by sinning iy "deativ." deathfor all eternity, not " efernal
life’ invav different location. "but the gift of God;," by contrast, " iy eternal
life thwough Jesus Chwist ouwr Lovd' (Romans 6:23).

here are o few versey inv your bible that tulky about repentonce:

Matthew 3:2 "and saying; Repent ye: for the kingdom of heavew iy at

Matthew 3:8 " bring forth; therefore; fruity meet for repentounce.”

acty 3:19 "repent ye therefore, and be conwerted; that yowr sing may be
blotted out when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence




acty 17:30 "and the tumes of thiy ignorance God winked at, but now
commandetivall mevv everywhere to-repent.”

acty 20:21 "testifying both to-the jews, and also-to-the Greeks,
repentince towawrd God, and faitihv towowrd, owr Lord, Jesusy Chwist.”

acty 26:20 "but shewed first unto-thew of Damasciny, ond at

Teruwsalemy, and throughout all the coasty of Tudea,, and then to-the
gentiley, that they should repent and turn to-god, and do-works meet
for repentance:”

Matthew 4:17 " from that time Jesus began to-preach and to-sovy, "




luke 15:10 " likewise; I soy unto-you, there is joy inthe presence of the
angely of God over one sinner that repentetiv."

lookup the verses inv your bible and meditate upovwthem. yow will find that
true repentance consisty of several things. there iy a true sense of one’s oww
guilt and sinfulness. then there iy avv appreciation of god’'s mercy inv Christ.
whew yow see yourself ay God sees yow,; there comes o actual hatred of sivv

(psalmv 119:128; job-46:5,6; 2 corinthions 7:10). and finally, there is o
sincere twrning from sin to-god invthe way of hix commandments. o
Christiowv iy not perfect, just forgiver
as we look and read invHebrewy 11:6, "but without faith, it iy impossible to-
please himu for hethat cometivto-go- must believe that he iy and that he iy

the rewawder of themvthat diligently seek him," what is faith, but belief and

corwiction in something yow corwv not see? faithv is defined in the bible as
"the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen”
it iy the daring of the soul to-go-further thaw it carv see: there iy no-better
demonstratiow of faith thaw a mawv planting seeds in avfield: yet, like the
farmer who-planty no- seed; whew yow cease to- use and act upow your faith,
yowlose it.
we awe cautioned initebrewsy 3:12, " take heed; brethwen, lest there be irvv any

of yow awv evil heawt of unbelief; inv departing from the living God;" for " no-
may, hawving put his hand to-the plough, and looking back; is fit for the
kingdow of GodJ' (luke 9:26).

(in2 corinthians 5:7) " for we walk by faith; not by sight."

irv other words, we live our Chwistiow life by faitiv i contrast to- depending
solely upon the temporal things of life

" thy word iy o lamp unto- my feet, and a light unto-my patihv' (psalw
119:105). this verse will encourage yow to-be guided inv your Christion pativ



by the word of god. why? because it iy the lamp and the light for our feet
and the pathv irv our life. without the word of god, we will walk aimlessly on
the wicked pathv of life that the devil got us ov

we carmnot accomplish this onv owr oww strength, without god's help if yowtry
to-live the Christiowv life without being a Chwistiow (that is; without the
guiding power of god's holy spirit) yow carnnot last.

yow wills not be able to-endure to-the end (Matthew 4:13). confess youwr sing
ond ask god’'s forgiveness. be baptized and have hands laid upow yow so-
that yow may receive the holy spirit. we see these principles capsulated irv
(Hebrewy 6:1-2), where they ave defined as "the doctrine of Chwist”:
"Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Chwist, let uy go-unto
perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead
works; and of faith towawd God, of the doctrine of baptisms;, and of laying
ow of hands; and of the resurrection of the dead; and of eternal judgment.”

what therv iy this path? the scriptures teach us that the path to-eternal life is
through Jesus Christ. Jesus tells uy ivv (johwv 14:6,) "I amvthe way, the truthy
and lifer no- mawv cometivunto-the father, but by me."

the first fundamentald of the Christiony walk iy proper to-worship,

scriptures to-read and study.
1. exoduy 343:14
2. Isaiadv 2:8
3. red both Jeremiah 10:2 and Deuwteronomy 12:30-32
4. johw 4:23
5. 1 peter 4:11

6. psalmv 34:1; 119:164; 133:1

7. Hebrewy 4:9; 10:25

8. proverbs 27:17

the second component of the Christiom walk iy obedience:

1. James 2:20



2. johwn 4:24

3. Matthew 7:16-20

the third essential of the Chwistion walk is the study of god’s word.
1. 2 tumothy 2:15; 3:7; 3:16,17

2. Ephesions 5:8-10; 6:17

3. Hebrews 4:12

4. 1 corinthions 6:2-3

5. 2 peters 3:18

6. Ecclesiastes 4:12



