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course, and that's where you'll find the WSGA," he 
said. Alston remembered putting that network to use 
when he moved to Los Angeles in 1985. 

"The first place I got directions to was Western 
Avenue Golf Club (now called Chester Washington), 
which is the home for Black golf in Los Angeles, so I 
knew there would be Western States members there,'1 

he said. "Most of the people I met at the club were 
members of the Cosmopolitan Club, so I joined the 
Cosmos. Later on, I returned to Seattle for the Fir 
State Annual golf tournament as a member of Cosmos 
and won the Fir State Annual - it doesn't get much 

Maggie Hathaway (center, bottom row) is flanked by 
members of the Jackson Family (Jackie, Tito, Michael. 
Jermaine and Marlon) and others to dedicate the Junior 
Golfer's Green in Los Angeles on March s. 1972. 

better than that!" 
Today, Alston is the founder and president of a suc­

cessful real estate firm in Los Angeles and serves as a 
minister to his church - another life changed by golf 
and the people of the WSGA. 

As for the current state of the WSGA, "We are 
down to just over 600 members from our peak of over 
1,500," said Dr. Brown, the current president. "There 
are various reasons for that change, but our commit­
ment to our juniors remains strong.11 In fact, the PGA 

of America grants exemptions into the PGA Junior 
Championship to the boy and girl champions of the 
WSGA Junior Tournament. 
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The commitment to juniors goes back to the early 
days not only of the WSGA, but also of many of the 
member clubs. The original preamble of Phoenix's 
Desert Mashie Golf Club from 1946 notes a duty "to 
provide for the participation and development of junior 
golfers," and WSGA clubs are still proudly carrying that 
torch today. 

"We are creating our next generation of WSGA 
members and leaders," said Jenny Bethune, a retired 
law enforcement officer and member of the Tee Divas 
and Tee Dudes Club in Los Angeles. Bethune sees 
golf's potential as a springboard for many of the chil­

see themselves. 

dren in her community. 

"It's not just about golf, but also 
about trying to help these talented 
kids understand that they have 
options, and golf is one of them," 
she said. Aside from tireless fund­
raising and promotional work 
for the children in her program, 
Bethune also serves at times as a 
chauffeur, coach, counselor and 
cheerleader. 

For the kids in Bethune's pro· 
gram to be able to see and identify 
with Fred Perpall, the first Black 
man to serve as president of the 
USGA, is powerful. The next gen-
eration of WSGA leaders sees the 
president of the USGA, and they 

"Some of these kids don't have a ride half the time; 
sometimes they're babysitting while Mom is at work," 
Bethune said. "So when I hear about the USGA's 
National Development Program, I get excited. We've 
got kids who have real talent, but they don't have the 
means to develop to that next level. It's going to take a 
lot of work, and we're going to need a lot of help.fl � 

ct The early days of the WSGA must have been filled � 
with wonder and hope for its founders and members. � 
Now, almost 70 years later, different kinds of wonder � 
and hope prevail. What will become of an organization � 
that was created to provide access for those who had � 
been denied it for so long? Will the price paid by those 
who came before continue to be recognized, honored 
and appreciated? 

If the past is prologue, it will, because golf is a bet­
ter game for the WSGA's presence. ❖ 
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