
INITIATIVE         JOHN 13



John 13:1-5,12-15 NIV

It was just before the Passover Festival. 
Jesus knew that the hour had come for 
him to leave this world and go to the 

Father. Having loved his own who were 
in the world, he loved them to the end. 
The evening meal was in progress, and 
the devil had already prompted Judas, 

the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray 
Jesus. 



John 13:1-5,12-15 NIV

Jesus knew that the Father had put all 
things under his power, and that he had 

come from God and was returning to 
God; so he got up from the meal, took 
off his outer clothing, and wrapped a 
towel around his waist. After that, he 

poured water into a basin and began to 
wash his disciples’ feet, drying them 

with the towel that was wrapped 
around him.



John 13:1-5,12-15 NIV

When he had finished washing their 
feet, he put on his clothes and returned 
to his place. “Do you understand what I 

have done for you?” he asked them. 
“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and 

rightly so, for that is what I am. 



John 13:1-5,12-15 NIV

Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also should wash 

one another’s feet. I have set you an 
example that you should do as I have 

done for you.



SERVANTS LEAD AND LEADERS SERVE

The Question is: How Will You Lead

Lead Like a Servant 
Serve Like a Leader 

Embrace Selfless Servanthood 
as Servant Leaders

We Must Step Up

Seize the Leadership Moment 



Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end.

LOVE PROMPTS INITIATIVE 

What’s Your Motivation? 

Jesus Loved Them to the End 
Jesus Loved Them to the Fullest Extent

We’re Often Motivated by Comforts

Motivated by Love & Selflessness
Acts of Spontaneous Servanthood 



Jesus knew … he had come from God 
and was returning to God

IDENTITY PROMPTS INITIATIVE 

What’s Your Foundation? 

Jesus Served Out of His Identity

Because We’re Followers,
We’re All Leaders 

Servant Leadership Must Become
Part of Our Identity 



…began to wash his disciples’ feet

INITIATIVE PROMPTS HUMILITY

How’s Your Pride? 

Pride Gets in the Way
We Forget the Example of the Lord

Set Aside Our Own Status and Privilege 

Put Others Ahead of Your Agenda
Embrace Servant Leadership



I have set you an example that you 
should do as I have done for you.

INITIATIVE PROMPTS ACTION

How’s Your Follow-Through? 

Actions Speak Louder than Words
Jesus Modeled Serving 

Jesus Mandated Serving 
Put it into Practice

Set the Table



Jesus Got Up From the Meal

Like Jesus, We Must Step up and Serve 

Servants Lead and Leaders Serve 
With Initiative 

Live Out Selfless Servanthood

Make the Most of Every Opportunity
Glorifying God 
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