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COMMUNION
during worship

TODAY

ath Sunday of Easter

Moment of Quiet Reflection
Welcome and Greeting

Prayer for Peace

Lord, lead us from death to life, from lies to truth.

Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust.

Lead us from hatred to love, from war to peace.

Let peace fill our heart, our world, our universe,
Peace, Peace. Peace. Amen.

Prelude

Call to Worship
Our God refuses to shame us. God’s justice delivers us.
Praise God, in whom we seek shelter and guidance!
Our God listens to us. God rescues us from danger.
Praise God, in whom we seek shelter and guidance!
Our God renews our spirits. God is always faithful.
Praise God, in whom we seek shelter and guidance!
We trust our God. Let us worship God, whom we call ours.
Praise God, in whom we seek shelter and guidance!

Music God of the Sparrow #22

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE

«Call to Confession
We all err from doing God'’s justice. When we confess our sins, we
tell the truth and admit our own power to enact injustice that harms others.
Let us pray:

Prayer of Confession
God of compassionate mercy, your grace and love extend to all people.
We are called to forgive others, as you forgive us. Far too often, however,
we wield forgiveness like a weapon. We see others doing wrong and feel
haughty when we grant them grace. We call out the sins of the powerful but
fail to notice our own power. We become narrow in our quest for truth, and
ignore other people, in other rooms, crying out for your justice. Help us search
ourselves and seek forgiveness from those we have made beg us for mercy.
Connect us to others and guide us to share power and grace as we follow you.

A Time of Silence



eDeclaration of Forgiveness
Jesus promised his followers there are many rooms in a world filled with God’s justice.
When we speak truth to our own power, we make room for God’s just world. This is the
good news: God raised Jesus and made room for us, calling us to live out of God’s
forgiveness by making sure there is room for all.
Alleluia, Amen!

«Giving Glory to God
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

Passing of the Peace

Children’s Time

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE

Prayer of Illumination
Your Word, O God, is a source of refuge and guidance. Lead us, and inspire
our hearts and souls as we engage holy Scripture with our minds and spirits. Amen.

Scripture Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

Music

Scripture John 14:1-14

Sermon Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled

«Affirmation of Faith

(excerpted from portions of the Belhar Confession and updated with gender-expansive language)
We believe in the triune God, Parent, Child, and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects, and cares for the
church through the Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and will
do to the end.

We believe
* that God has revealed themself as the one who wishes to bring about
justice and true peace among people
* that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the
God of the destitute, the poor, and the wronged
* that God calls the church to follow them in this; for God brings justice
to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry
« that God frees the prisoner, supports the downtrodden, protects the
stranger, and blocks the path of the ungodly
* that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering
and need, which implies, among other things, that the church must witness against and strive
against any form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters and righteousness
like an ever-flowing stream

Therefore, we reject any ideology which would legitimate forms of injustice and
any doctrine which is unwilling to resist such an ideology in the name of the
gospel.

To the one and only God, Parent, Child, and Holy Spirit, be the honor and the
glory for ever and ever.



«Music Open the Eyes of My Heart #452

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
God, whom Scripture shows offering refuge for those who suffer, we know you search
for and call those whose suffering goes unnoticed. We pray that you help us sense
suffering and decry injustice.

Remembering your promises to people forced to be “aliens and foreigners,” dispersed
across an empire that was not their home, we sense the suffering of people today who
are trying to make a home in places far from where they were born or raised. We pray
especially for those who have come to the United States seeking refuge and opportunity,
only to find hate and harm. We pray for an end to our government’s persecution and
prosecution of immigrants, and we pray for an end to their violent actions and rhetoric
designed to intimate and make our neighbors feel unsafe and unwelcome. We pray with
gratitude for all those working against detentions and deportations and all those finding
ways to show hospitality in the midst of hostility. We decry these injustices and pray that
you grant justice.

In the midst of many who cry “persecution,” we sense the suffering of those whose

cries and persecution have no platform. We pray for trans folks who fear going out in

public in states where laws have been passed to prosecute their access to bathrooms,
identification and healthcare. As the media speaks of cancel culture, we pray for those

whose lives and livelihoods have been canceled with no fanfare — especially due to the
defunding of diversity initiatives designed to empower equity for BIPOC, trans and queer people.
We mourn the perspectives that have been erased and excluded because they

have been considered too risky or niche. We decry these injustices and pray that you

grant justice.

As we commemorate May Day and labor rights and advocacy, we sense the suffering of workers
and those seeking work. We remember scriptural stories that highlight unjust

conditions that ancient laborers faced in homes, vineyards and fields. We pray that you

sit in solidarity with those who work, with those who demand better pay, hours and labor conditions.
Amid economic uncertainty, we pray for those who are struggling to find work,

for those worried they could lose their job, and for those who work jobs that drain and strain their
bodies, minds and souls. We decry the injustices of poor and stressed labor conditions

and pray that you grant justice.

God, we sense suffering and decry injustice even as we sense the warmth of spring and

visible signs of new life that reminds us of the resurrection we continue to celebrate. In this

time of Easter, we affirm that, even when faced with brutal injustice, your justice rises for all,

as we know from the teachings of Jesus, who taught us to pray: “Our parent, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name ...”

Invitation to the Offering
The psalmist calls God a source of refuge. In hope that the
church can be a refuge for us and others, let us give our tithes and offerings to God.
Offertory
«Doxology #606
«Prayer of Thanksgiving

God, who faithfully fortifies the world you created, bless our gifts and use them to
protect all creation and allow us all to flourish in Your justice and love. Amen.



CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER

Invitation to the Table

The Great Thanksgiving
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your fears, your hopes, your dreams.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to our generous, imaginative God.
We joyfully give our thanks and praise.
Lord God our Creator...

Words of Institution
Prayer following Communion
Music Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
Charge and Benediction
God summons us to speak truth to power, even when that power is our own.
Friends, in the name of God who acts faithfully, Christ who serves humbly,
and the Spirit who inspires creatively, go out and embody the justice our Triune
God proclaims radically. Amen.

Postlude

PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE

#526
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LAY READER THIS MORNING ONLINE
PRAYER SERVICE

this week

-

Happy Birthday <2 Monday thru Friday

May 04 - Rob Stevenson Happy 50th :
Maddy Wells .

May 06 - Aria Zaffran Happy 5th ‘
Jacob Zaffran  Happy 5th -~

May 08 - Dominic Putaski
May 09 - Diane Holt

\

TGIF COFFEE HOUR
9:30AM Friday, May 8th

Join us THEN for coffee & conversation!

May 10 - C J Tripi —
BAKERS for NEXT Sunday, PNV

May 10th /

Team #2 T

Peggy Geist, Lisa Granieri \ Thank You! /

| JOIN US for our monthly NAP Dinner and FeIIowship
5:00PM
Wednesday, May 6th

FELLOWSHIP ... s s omors,

DINNER First Pres Lewiston, First Pres NF and Riverside
ALL gather TOGETHER

No need to bring a dish, the hosts take care of that!
A small donation is appreciated but not necessary

Vn Our Recent Deaths:

Our Shut-Ins: Jean Aureli, Mary Bauer, Wade Bowen, Shirley Brocious,
/\/ Sylvia Davis, Jodi Masters, Jane Siever, Dorothy Swick, Kay Vance

Prayer List: Mike Emmick, Corinne Kernin, Cindy Ransom, Dawn Ralph, Anita, Tim & Jeremy Heary,
George (friend of Lynn Emmick), Barb Vollick, Linda Johnson, Fiona (friend of Rev. Laura), Paul West-
moore, Matt Bernat (friend of Grozios), Lesa Richmond’s Mom & Uncle, Shirley Jones, Margaret Quar-
antiello, Jill Kudiba, Patricia Walck, Elaine McCombs (Elisa Poole’s mom), Andrew Cowe, Virginia
Quinn (friend of Laura & Stuart), Laurie (friend of Kristi Murawski), Barbara Rodgers, Staff Sergeant Bry-
an O’Toole (Bobbi’s son), Steve Jelensperger, Terry & Patty, Laurie (Kristy’s co-worker,

PLEASE REMEMBER TO UPDATE THE OFFICE and/or REV. LAURA ON YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS




