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On August 4, an explosion rocked the port 
of Beirut in Lebanon. Researchers have 
since found that it was the biggest non-

nuclear explosion ever. 

The blast killed about 180 people and injured 
more than 6,000. It also displaced 250,000 
people in the surrounding area. It was 
caused by a fire that spread to a stockpile of 
ammonium nitrate, which is highly explosive. 
The chemical was being stored at the port.  

Many Syrian refugees have fled to Beirut in the 
past decade and have started new lives there. 
When the blast occurred, many worried it was 
the start of a new war. 

At Refugee Relief, we have committed to 
helping 150 Syrian refugees affected by the 
explosion. Through faithful donors like you, 
we are repairing and rebuilding apartments, 
providing food and other necessities and 
helping with shelter for those who no longer 
have a home. 

If you would like to join in to help refugee 
families affected by the blast, you can give 
on our website or send  a check with the card 
included and mark ‘Help Syrian Refugees.” 

Any amount you give brings comfort and meets 
physical needs among this population. 

Prayer Update
Here are stories of the work your gifts enable among 

refugees around the world.

Beirut explosion creates need among those displaced
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Blast ignites fears of war among refugees in Lebanon
 Refugee Relief

The day of the Beruit explosion was Yamen’s 
birthday. He was lounging on the couch with his 
father-in-law while his mom made his birthday 
cake. 

They heard a sound, so he and his father and law 
went out onto the roof of the five-story building 
they live in to investigate. They could see smoke 
pouring from the area of an explosion. 

Suddenly the ground shook and a wave of air 
pushed through their building, breaking windows 
and tearing off doors. 

When they went back inside, Yamen found a door 
and broken glass on the sofa he was just laying on. 

The memories of the war in Syria came flooding 
back in that moment. All he could wonder is if a 
new war was just beginning. Would he see bodies 
in the street again? Would he and his family have to 
go in hiding underground again? Would he have to 
quit school?

“All of this was just as a movie, as a scene going 
in front of my eyes,” he said. He couldn’t help but 
wonder what would become of them and where 
they would flee to this time. 

Even weeks later knowing the explosion was an 
accident, he can’t shake the fear the explosion 
revived in him. 

Naya, a young girl, had the same thought when 
she felt the blast while her mother and her were at 
home. Her father at work, and she feared for his 
safety. 

The memories of the war are still vivid in her mind. 
After fleeing once, she wondered if they would have 
to once more. 

Dany, the missions director for Free Evangelical 
Association of Lebanon (FEAL), has seen this 
sentiment repeated among those he serves through 
the ministry. 

“All the people are suffering,” he said. “All the 
people are tired.”

Jesus is the only solution for the people of Lebanon 
as they face an uncertain future. 

“We are trying to help the people as much as we 
can,” he said. “We are trying to be part of the work 
of Jesus in this land, so please, pray for us. Keep us 
in your thoughts.”

FEAL Missions Director Dany
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Until recently, the floor to our 
food storage facility in Uganda 
was dirt. 

As you can imagine, storing food on 
a dirt floor in a hot African climate 
wasn’t ideal. 

Thanks to your help, we finished the 
floor and are now purchasing food 
from local farmers to make relief kits 
for the most vulnerable. These kits 
each include food and a bar of soap.

Our hope is they will provide both 
hope and sustenance to those in dire 
need. 

The problem is, “dire” for them looks 
different than it would for us.  

Our founder Scott Steinloski was 
chatting Online with a pastor that 
helps us with the food distribution. He 
mentioned his family was eating just 
one meal a day due to having issues 
with their crops. 

Scott said to him, “Are you able to 
take one of the relief kits home?” 

“No…I can’t,” he responded. “This is 
for the most vulnerable, and there are 
many who aren’t eating at all.”

We pray there will come a day when 
we can bring kits to every level of 
need, including this pastor.

Each relief kit is $20. If you would like 
to  help provide relief kits, you can 
give on our website or by returning 
the included reply card. 

The storage 
facility floor is 
complete; the work 
to distribute relief 
kits continues
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We covet your prayers at Refugee Relief. We believe that prayer is powerful.

Syrian Refugees in Lebanon

• Pray for the refugees and nationals in Lebanon, specifically those affected by the blast.
• Pray for the dire economy in Lebanon and for new trusted leadership to begin to rebuild this country. 

The blast has caused an already crumbling economy to suffer even more. Lebanon imports 85% of 
its food, and the blast destroyed its main port. Refugee rations are delayed due to being shipped to 
the only other Lebanon port in Tripoli. Food insecurity is a spreading.  (Lebanon hosts 1 million Syrian 
Refugees and 470,000 Palestinian refugees. That’s nearly a quarter of the population).

• Pray for the safety of refugees making the difficult decision to move back to war-torn Syria due to the 
conditions in Lebanon.

Uganda

• Pray for our new program in contracting with local farmers in Uganda to bring food into our 
storehouse.

• Pray for the South Sudan children refugees many of you sponsor. Due to Covid-19, most are not in 
school and must learn by radio broadcast.

• Pray that the peace in South Sudan continues and refugees feel safe to move back home.
 
General

• Pray for our founder Scott, who is going to Lebanon on November 4 and then on to Uganda. He would 
appreciate prayers for safety and the Holy Spirit’s guidance in this difficult time. 

• Pray for God’s guidance and wisdom on decisions on potential new partners.
• Pray for our partner pastors and their work to share the love of Christ with refugees.
• Pray for the refugees around the world facing food shortages and lack of food rations due to 

COVID-19 related distribution issues. 
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