
Because You Prayed
A special update for you about what your faithful prayers and 

giving did among refugee populations in recent months.

Trauma among refugees 
creates challenge in 
ministry

The weight of 
tragedy



 Refugee Relief
The harvest is ripe among 
refugees thanks to your 
gifts and prayers

God has heard your 
prayers!

To my amazing praying friends,

Your prayers for refugees around the 
world are being heard! God is moving and 
creating miracles every day. You have 
provided hope to refugees facing hunger 
and an uncertain future. Thank you for 
all you have done, and continue to do, 
to bless the most vulnerable refugees in 
impoverished countries!

Did you know we bring relief in the name 
of Jesus to Kurdish refugees? In this edition 
of our prayer letter, you’ll meet a Kurdish 
pastor, Mustafa, who uses food rations 
to share the Gospel to Kurdish refugees. 
Because of your gifts, his Kurdish church in 
Beirut is growing! 

Most of the refugees in his church have 
witnessed or experienced the atrocities 
of war. Many suffer from PTSD or other 
psychological issues. It’s a big burden 
for one pastor to carry, especially when 
they have no training on how to minister 
to someone who has experiences these 
horrors. 

Finding a way to help pastors counsel 
their refugee congregation been on 
my heart for a while. Would you pray 
about how Refugee Relief can help or 
train pastors, like Mustafa, to minister to 
refugees struggling with PTSD or other 
psychological issues?

Your prayers mean so much to me! Thank 
you for continuing to pray for the work of 
Refugee Relief and the plight of refugees 
around the world.

Scott Steinloski
President and CEO

Refugees remain in serious conditions across the 
world, but there are bright spots on the horizon. 

Here are a few updates on our various projects 
among refugees:

• We met our $10,000 match pledged to help 
150 Ethiopian refugee families in Sudan. Three 
pastors in Sudan have trained and mobilized their 
home churches to deliver much needed supplies 
to the most vulnerable families.

• The farm in Uganda has its first corn crop 
growing and will be ready for harvest in 
November. Pray for the refugees caring for the 
farm that they will be able to combat any bugs or 
adverse weather and the crops grow well.

• New food distributions happened in Beirut, 
Lebanon and in 11 camps in Uganda, including 
Bidi Bidi camp, one of the world’s largest refugee 
camps.

• The situation in Afghanistan is dire. Afghanis 
are not being allowed to leave as roads are 
blocked. Still some manage to escape. Prayers 
are needed as we are in the process of vetting a 
new partnership with a ministry in Tajikistan who 
is assisting Afghani refugees. We are currently 
praying about helping an initial 50 Afghani 
families who have arrived in Tajikistan through 
this new relationship.



Kurdish pastor Mustafa and his wife Linda look 
back at their time in Syria and can see how God 
protected both of them, even before they met 
each other in Lebanon.

That didn’t mean it wasn’t difficult. Linda 
witnessed an airplane hitting a car full of 
people, an image she can’t erase from her 
memory. She saw bombs bombarding her area 
and found herself a prisoner in her own home.

As the situation declined, she felt God telling 
her it was time to go.

To come to Lebanon, she walked through mine 
fields and around check points for days. She 
came to an airport in Aleppo, where she hoped 
to fly the rest of the way. Everyone in front of 
her faced grueling questions and interrogation. 
But the customs officers simply waved her by. 

Mustafa is attempting to reestablish the 
thriving ministry he first started in Syria. 
Though the war has brought extreme hardship, 
it has also opened doors for the Gospel. 

Still, the people he ministers to are traumatized 
and face ongoing financial needs. 

“One of the biggest challenges is helping 
people forget what they saw,” he said.

The emotional toll means that part of Mustafa’s 
ministry is trauma counseling. One man he met 
witnessed his father killed in front of him and 
thrown in the garbage. 

In his grief, the man vowed to become a suicide 
bomber in the Kurdish Embassy. Mustafa 
simply tried to love him and counsel him toward 
a different path. 

As Mustafa and his wife faithfully provide aid to 
the Kurdish community of refugees in Lebanon, 
he has seen his church grow. 

Though news of Syria’s war has faded, leaving 
the illusion that things have improved, that is 
not the case, he said. 

“It’s hell on earth and worse than before,” he 
said of his home country. 

So he and his wife remain faithful to their 
calling in Lebanon, praying that someday they 
can return to their homeland. 

The plight of the Kurdish pastor
Our partners in ministry are refugees themselves, but find themselves 
counseling others who have experienced similar trauma



Visit www.refugeerelief.care
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South Sudanese Refugees living in Bidi Bibi Camp, Uganda:
• Jezarena – Please pray for me and my children, we are all sick. Thank you for the food you have sent us. It has 

helped us eat for the entire month.
• James (a handicapped refugee) – I pray that God will continue to open doors and windows for you to grow 

and help other people in other places the way you have helped me. Thank you to everyone who has helped 
our community. Please pray for my children. They are staying at home due to the pandemic and with me being 
handicapped, I have a hard time controlling them. They are unsupervised and getting into trouble.

Africa Inland Church Leaders
• Bishop James – Pray for our team in Gadarif working among the Tigre (Ethiopian) people in East of Sudan. The 

road from Khartoum to the Port Sudan is closed by the Beija people group. Pray the road will open soon so that 
there will be food in Gadarif. 

• Pastor Gama – 1. Pray for the sons and daughters of widows and orphans who are joining secondary school next 
year that God may provide school fees. 2. Pray for  the farm work, that God will provide a solar power system 
for pumping water. This will allow the farm to run both during the dry and rainy seasons. 3. Pray that we receive 
more food relief for the vulnerable as food rations from UN agencies are getting fewer and fewer every time. 

South Sudan Refugees Living in Gulu City, Uganda
• Florence – I am HIV positive. I wash clothes and do garden weeding for people to make money for daily food.  

Please pray that I can make enough money to buy food and pay the house rent.
• Gloria – I worked all day today weeding in someone’s garden and was not paid, so I have no food in the house. 

Please pray for my sick child in need of medical support, food for the family and restoration of the relationship 
with my husband who abandoned  us.

• Mary -  I was in an accident and broke my leg. I now can’t work and can’t pay my rent. I am afraid I will be asked 
to leave. I also can’t get to the camp to get our rations so my children starve some days. Some of my children are 
not in school due to the cost.

From our ministry leader in Beirut, Lebanon.
• Pray for the ministry.
• Pray for hope and patience for the people.
• Pray for the training conference we have this month for refugees to learn how to interpret the Bible and how to 

outreach to their people.
• Pray for the economic crisis and the continuously increasing prices.

Prayer
 Refugee Relief

Ways to Give
 Refugee Relief

ONLINE
www.refugeerelief.care

BY MAIL
2319 S Calvin Rd. 

Spokane, WA  99037
AMAZON SMILE

search Refugee Relief
FACEBOOK

/careforrefugees


