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THE ESSINGTON SCHOOL DARWIN

ADVERTORIAL

ESSINGTON STUDENTS FLY HIGH
The Essington School 

Darwin has taken the 

lead in quality education 

by designing and teaching 

courses that develop skills, 

knowledge and ways of 

thinking that will enable 

students to achieve success 

in the future. This year 

the School celebrates the 

sixteenth year of its Year 10 

Learn to Fly Program with 

up to forty five students 

completing the program in 

2017. 

Principal/CEO David 

Cannon said: “The school 

seeks to provide a variety of 

opportunities for students 

to explore their world and 

to discover the many skills 

and attributes they possess. 

One of our school programs 

for doing this is our Year 

10 Learn To Fly Program. 

This year we have extended 

the program to include a 

Science and Technology 

focus in the program 

consistent with our STEM 

initiatives”.

Students participate in 

an intensive program of 

theory lessons and practical 

flying lessons under the 

direction of instructor, 

Gavin Wrigley. Gavin is 

an experienced nationally 

accredited recreational 

flying instructor with many 

years of experience locally, 

nationally and overseas. 

Gavin, who coordinates the 

program, has worked with 

the Top End Flying Club over 

the last two years to cater 

for the growing number of 

students completing the 

program. The Club has 

made their aircraft and 

instructing pilots available 

for this program. As a result 

over forty six Essington 

Senior College students 

have completed the Learn to 

Fly Program this year. 

The aim of the course 

is to give each student 

practical flying lessons 

and basic theory in aircraft 

stability and control. It is 

also designed to build their 

confidence in their ability to 

achieve difficult objectives. 

The theory is covered on the 

ground at the airstrip and 

this year Paula Aitken, flying 

instructor from Adelaide, 

has led the theory classes 

on the ground. Practical 

lessons are consolidated 

with a theory instruction 

booklet associated with 

each of the lessons.

Gavin Wrigley, Learn To 

Fly Coordinator, said: “As 

all (good) instructors know, 

no two flights are the same. 

All flights are opportunities 

to explore further 

topics and experiences. 

Maintaining priorities 

and retaining interest, 

promoting curiosity, igniting 

enthusiasms, all this and 

staying safe as well!”.

Madelaine Brand, 

Senior College Dean of 

Administration said: “Most 

of the students would not 

have ever thought to try 

flying or imagined that they 

would be able to access 

flying. It’s a great boost to 

their self-confidence”.

For further information 

about The Essington 

School Darwin and its 

programs, email  

enrolments@essington.nt.edu.

au 

or Phone 8985 0100.


