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DAVID HANSON, PH.D. 
G/F Photonics Building 

2E Science Park Road 
Shatin, New Territories, HK 

+852-5149-0926, david@hansonrobotics.com 
 
January 1, 2020, 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
This letter is in support of Joseph Watsons qualifications for work in the fields of Arts and 
Robotics. In his work for Hanson Robotics Limited as a robotics designer and artist, Joseph 
made a pivotal difference in developing robotics products for my company. I whole-
heartedly proclaim Joseph one of the most inspired and capable scholars and artists that I 
have encountered in my career.  
 
In my opinion, Joseph’s creativity and intellect particularly qualify Joseph for work in the 
fields of engineering and the arts. He does not hesitate to acquire or invent any knowledge 
needed to solve an engineering challenge, and persistently seeks definitions to novel 
problems that need solving.  
 
During his work with my company Hanson Robotics in 2015, Joseph served as robotics 
designer and artist, leading the product definition and development of several robotics 
systems and components, especially in animatronics heads, and collaborating with a team 
of 20 professionals, and implementing numerous functioning prototypes and deployed 
product, and assisting with their production and maintenance. In addition to designing 
robotics mechanical systems and new materials for our humanlike robot faces, Joseph also 
designed novel mechanisms for facial expressions for our robots, and co-developed human-
scale humanoid arms performing complex grasping and manipulation tasks. In these 
activities, Joseph coordinated with a diverse team of engineers and artists, including 
software developers, mechanical engineers and animators. Furthermore, Joseph assisted 
with physical construction the humanlike robot faces and bodies, researching materials and 
components, and designing and assembling testing of closed-loop electronics for robotics 
controls. In his duties, Joseph integrated quickly into this new team, gained respect and 
worked alongside the team throughout to get projects completed, and displayed keen skills 
in prototyping and associated problem solving during each iteration of the product. He 
learned quickly about the product, interdependencies between different systems and how to 
manage its development in the context of day to day business constraints. In these activities 
Joseph’s range of skills and imagination greatly impressed me.  
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To whom it may concern,                                                                                              01-23-2020 
 
 I whole heartedly write this letter of recommendation for Joseph Watson whom I was privileged 
to work side by side with. Joseph and I have collaborated on art and robotic research and 
development, with very compressed schedules and dynamically varied skill sets. Joseph 
showed great innovation and an amazing ability to translate organic movement and complexed 
sculptural shapes into computer generated design information and realized in physical 
mechanical structure. Having been the Director of Sculpture and Chief Sculptor for Walt Disney 
Imagineering for over two decades, I have seen my share of talent, but in Joseph I see rare 
talent and intelligence that proceeds his years. 
Joseph works hard, he shows up on time, is driven to perfection, and is a kind and gentle 
person. What an asset! 
 
If you have any further questions, do not hesitate to call. 
+1-818-489-7744 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 
 
Valerie Edwards 
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