


LGBT Parents and Our Children
John Ireland and his 
husband became parents 
in 2005, fostering six and 
adopting a sibling set of 
four children, ages 3, 5,
11 and 14. 

In 2012, he co-founded
RaiseAChild.org, which 
finds and supports pro-
spective foster/adoptive 
parents.  The organization 
outperforms the national standard by advancing 23% of prospective foster 
and adoptive parents from inquiry to certification.

John consults with nonprofits on foster parent recruitment and support. 
You can reach him at john@iCareFOSTER.org

mailto:john@iCareFOSTER.org
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Alabama
Arizona
California
Colorado
Connecticut

Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Virginia
Wisconsin

Social Workers
Agency Administrators
LGBT Parents
Children of LGBT parents 
Foster Parents
Adoptive Parents
Teachers
Big Brother/Big Sister/Mentors
Legal Professionals
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA)

Georgia
Idaho
Indiana
Kansas
Minnesota

Montana 
Nebraska
New York
North Carolina
Pennsylvania



LGBT Parents and Our Children

1. Living in the spotlight
2. Finding community
3. Nurturing a supportive school environment
4. Advocating
5. Developing a parenting style



I. LIVING IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

• The Courts, Executive Orders & Legislation
• The states are anything but “United”
• The Media Cycle - Zeitgeist

Every Child Deserves a Family Act would prohibit 
any public child welfare agency receiving federal 
financial assistance from discriminating against any 
potential foster or adoptive family on the basis of 
actual or perceived sexual orientation, gender 
identity or marital status.
III.

http://www.hrc.org/resources/entry/every-child-deserves-a-family-act%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank






(CNN) President Donald Trump campaigned on being a “real 
friend" to the gay community, but several LGBT rights 
organizations said the religious liberty executive order he 
signed Thursday could open the doors for more 
discrimination against gay Americans. 

The order, signed during a ceremony in the White House Rose 
Garden, directs the Internal Revenue Service to exercise 
"maximum enforcement discretion" over the so-called 
Johnson amendment, which prevents churches and other tax-
exempt religious organizations from endorsing or opposing 
political candidates. The order also provides "regulatory 
relief" for organizations that object on religious grounds to a 
provision in Obamacare that mandates employers provide 
certain health services, including coverage for contraception. 

"In signing this so-called 'religious liberty' order, the president 
has essentially granted broad permission to discriminate, and 
ceded enormous power to unelected officials to interpret 
regulation and current law," Interim Executive Director 
Elizabeth Kohm told CNN. "We are deeply concerned that 
rights and protections for people from marginalized 
communities will be even further subject to the whims of 
others' personal ideology controlling their lives, a concept 
entirely antithetical to the values of freedom and dignity our 
nation holds dear."

Trump's 
executive 
order on 
religious liberty 

May 4, 2017



(CNN) Texas lawmakers are poised to vote on a bill that would 
allow adoption agencies to turn away potential parents they 
find objectionable on religious grounds. 

Opponents say the proposed law would allow faith-based agencies to discriminate 
against potential parents who are gay, single or of a religion that members of the 
adoption agency find objectionable. 
The bill's author insists it heads off any potential discrimination by mandating that 
alternatives be made available for potential parents who are rejected by faith-based 
providers.	 	  
Called the "Freedom to Serve Children Act," Texas' House Bill 3859 extends religious 
liberty protections to providers within Texas' child welfare system, allowing them to 
decline services to individuals based on "the provider's sincerely held religious beliefs." 
The vote on the bill was originally planned for Saturday but has been rescheduled for 
Monday. 
The Texas bill also includes provisions that let adoption and foster care agencies 
refuse to provide or facilitate abortion services and contraception to teens under their 
care. Child welfare providers can also require children under their care to receive a 
religious education, including putting them in religious schools. 
"HB 3859 would allow child welfare service providers that contract with the state to 
use taxpayer money to discriminate against LGBT individuals and families in foster 
care, adoption and other services," ACLU of Texas said in a statement on its website. 
"It's about as limiting a bill as we have seen," Terri Burke, executive director for ACLU 
Texas, told CNN. 
"You say you have a sincerely held religious belief and you are a private adoption 
agency or private entity that helps place foster children -- you can say you will not 
place that child with gay parents .... If I'm Catholic I can say I don't want any Baptists 
to raise the child," Burke said. 

Texas bill would 
let adoption 
agencies refuse 
parents on 
religious 
grounds 

May 8, 2017 

http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/85R/billtext/pdf/HB03859I.pdf
https://www.aclutx.org/en/press-releases/avalanche-proposed-religious-refusal-bills-would-allow-use-religion-justify


Foster care non-
discrimination laws 
protect LGBT foster 
parents from 
discrimination by 
foster care agencies 
and officials. 

Some states permits 
state-licensed child 
welfare agencies to 
refuse to place and 
provide services to 
children and families, 
including LGBT 
people and same-sex 
couples, if doing so 
conflicts with their 
religious beliefs.



State religious 
exemption laws 
permit people, 
churches, non-
profit organizations, 
and sometimes 
corporations to 
seek exemptions 
from state laws that 
burden their 
religious beliefs.











Rep. John Lewis Video

The Equality Act



II. FINDING COMMUNITY 

• Social network (from playgroup to playdate to Colage)
• Peer-to-peer support
• Faith Communities
• Parent Education
• Local LGBT parenting groups
• LGBT Center











III. NURTURING A SUPPORTIVE  
     SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT 

• Auditing the classroom for diversity
• Preparing the teacher for conversations
• Modeling our families, Telling our stories
• Visibility (PTA)







Books featuring diversity



Books featuring lesbian characters



Books featuring gay characters



Books featuring gender diversity



Books featuring LGBT History



Resource Books



Family Profile & Picture Books



Families like ours… Shutterfly!

Families like ours… Shutterfly!



IV. ADVOCATING 

• Media Coverage of our families/Commercials
• Marching in Pride Parades
• Nat’l Family Equality Day events
• Father’s Day brunch / Mother’s Day event
• Local, state & federal protection of our families







Los Angeles



New York City



Boston



Toronto



Toronto







V. DEVELOPING A PARENTING STYLE 

• Reactive vs. Proactive
• “Making sense of the world for our kids”
• Coming Out

Pre-Answering the questions 
Do I have a mommy? 
Where’s my daddy?
 What does “gay” mean? What is a “faggot?”
 Will I be gay?



Q&A with 
LGBT Parents



How was the foster/adoption 
process for you as 
an LGBT family?



How do you feel you were 
treated as an LGBT couple in 
the foster/adoption process?



What would you like 
professionals to know about 
working with LGBT families?



FURTHER RESOURCES 

Human Rights Campaign (www.hrc.org)
School Library Journal (www.slj.com)
Family Equality Council (www.familyequality.org)
Children of Lesbians and Gays Everywhere (www.colage.org)
Movement Advancement Project (www.lgbtmap.org)

http://www.hrc.org
http://www.slj.com
http://www.familyequa
http://www.colage.org

