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The Springhill suites by Marriott located at  
98 Ripley Pointe Dr, Charleston, SC, was a 
pleasant surprise. The lobby is on the 
second floor. The hotel is a Airbnb in a hotel 
setting. 

The room has a bedroom, living room, 
office, small kitchen, and bath facility all in 
one compact layout. Very comfortable.  
There is also a washing facility on the 
property.



The hotel provides a complete list of local 
restaurants with their phone numbers 
which is quite convenient.

The room gives you welcome bags and the 



service was friendly and competent. 

There is a full exercise room plus a hot tub 
available. Prices are reasonable and double 
once you go over the bridge into the 
historic Old French section of the city. 



The hotel also provides a map to the entire 
area, which again is an extra benefit to the 
traveler who has not been in this part of the 
world. 



RESTAURANTS

Oyster Bar; located next to the city market 
if you want low country boil, or other 
southern seafood dishes, this is a good 
choice. The prices are medium to high, but 
the portions are good. You can split any one 
dinner, appetizer, or salad and it’s enough 
for two people.

The fried fish sampler is excellent. The 
Caesar salad is served in the traditional 



authentic manner, which is in long spears, 
topped with grated Parmesan n dressing. 
You’re supposed to pick them up with your 
hand and eat them one leaf at a time. We 
also had crab chowder soup, which was 
creamy, flavorful and rich.  Again just get 
one order of each and it’s enough for two 
people.

Charleston Candy kitchen; if you want a 
dessert, ice cream or Southern praline, 
then this is a place for you. It’s right across 
the street from the city market and two 
short streets from the Oyster Bar. If you 
have a sweet tooth, then you are going to 
have to come here.



Masons Famous Lobster Roll; we have 
always wanted to try one but never have 
been able to find one available. This is 
Mason’s famous in Charleston. The classic 
Road is $23 and is small for two people. 
They also serve soups and salads.



Small menu. Hi prices.



ATTRACTIONS

Battery and white point Gardens; East 
Battery & Murray Blvd., Charleston, SC 
29401; gateway to the pineapple fountain 
and the French quarter it’s a great place to 
stroll. The water front stretches along the 
entire park with easy access to the side 
streets leading into the French quarter. 
Sundays are an especially quiet and 
peaceful time to visit.



Pineapple fountain. No trip to Charleston is 
complete without a visit to the famous 
pineapple fountain. I’ve been here twice 
before in my life. The location is changed of 
course as the last time I was here was in 
the 90s. 
But it’s in a beautiful spot along the battery 
park and shoreline with oak trees and an 
excellent view of the harbor. You have to 
stop here if you’re going to be in 
Charleston.

Oh, and here are the rules for the fountain. 



Read it a couple times. It is funny.

Old French quarter. The old French Quarter 
is located near the pineapple fountain. It’s 
an easy stroll and the hotel map provides 
good orientation to all the places of 
interest. Along East Bay Street there are 
plenty of restaurants and arts 
establishments. You can walk around here 
at your leisure and have plenty of both to 
choose from.





Magnolia plantation ; 3550 Ashley River Rd, 
Charleston, SC 29414-7109

Magnolia plantation is one of the many in 
this area. It is advertised as though one 
must see plantation if you don’t have time 
for them all.  Located about 12 miles from 
downtown Charleston It’s an easy trip. 
Entrance for adult starts at $29 but the 
charges vary depending on what part of the 
plantation you want to see.



The 3d home built here. Not quite 
antebellum but Victorian in architecture. No 
photos allowed!!!

Amazingly this small, privately owned 
tourist attraction in South Carolina, has a 
mechanical sprinkler fire protection 
system, and the cathedral of Notre Dame 
had none. Shocking



Well, we’ve never seen this before. It’s a 
side to side rocking chair. It’s made by 
Charleston Goggling board. So it’s 
interesting.

The veranda was added upon over the 
years. It’s biggest porch that would ever 
seen.

These are photos of the interior, although 
none are allowed. I asked why at the end of 
the tour. They said that that’s because in 
the past some had been posted on the 



Internet as a casing of the home. 
Supposedly, this would be to provide 
information on the valuable antiques that 
are inside.

I did lodge a complaint with a tour guide. I 
told him that place is like Grace Graceland 
allowed photography. Personally, if I see 
something like this before a tour, I will 
choose not to do it. It doesn’t make any 
sense to be a tourist and go someplace if 
you can’t take photographs of it.



All rooms have ceiling heights of 12 to 14 
feet. The house has three floors but the 
third floor was a tower. It had windows that 
were opened night to allow the air to come 
in from the bottom and exit the top cooling 
the house naturally.



The Live Oak was a strategic resource in 
llthe 18th and 19th century. In fact, one of 
the reasons that the king of England did not 
want to let go of the American colonies was 
because Live Oak only grew in the southern 
United States. It had long been wiped out 
elsewhere. Its main use was to build the 
sides of man of wars. Cannonballs would 
bounce off of live oak. This is brought up in 
the movie Master and Commander if you’re 
carefully listen during the chase of the 
French warship.

Path to Freedom; this is a collection of four 
reconstructed slave cabins. They were 
rebuilt for used during the tour.

Slave Cabins; originally 11 total that houses 
up to 187 people.  



These cabins were occupied as stated 
below in the notes, through the 1990’s. 
Hurricane Hugo finally put an end to the 
residency when it destroyed the cabinets. 
Up to that time the descendants of slaves 
remained here and worked mainly in the 
gardens.

These cabins were reconstructed as they 
were originally built. It’s astonishing that 
they are so flimsy and have no insulation. 
It’s unimaginable how uncomfortable they 
must have been. But, they replaced cabins 
originally constructed before 1850 in a 
nearby field, which were made of mud 
adobe. Those had mud floors and thatched 
roof. Astonishingly these cabins were a 
great improvement over what the early 
slaves had to deal with.



The life expectancy for slave children at 
magnolia gardens was age 7. This was the 
lowest of the averages for the plantation 
system in the south. The main reason was 
that children were expected to do full labor 
by age 10 and were working in some extent 
by seven. The rice crop grown in flooded 
fields, the presence of alligators and other 
predators, plus yellow fever, and malaria 
greatly reduced life expectancy.



According to the Tour Guide’s, that’s where 
the term sleep tight comes from. As you 
slept in a bed, it had no baseboard or 
mattress support other than ropes. 
Overtime the ropes would sag. If you 
wanted a better night sleep before you 
went to bed you would pull the rope in tie a 
new knot. That’s where the terms 
supposedly came from

After the Civil War, the number of workers 
was reduced. They also were paid but very 
poorly. They were paid once a year if you 



can imagine.

After the Civil War, about 20 of the almost 
187 slaves remained. They had nowhere to 
go and nowhere that they knew to go as 
they had grown up here and lived here and 
knew nothing else. This was not uncommon 
among plantations.

The four homes built to represent the four 



stages of slave and post-Civil War worker 
quarters. Each was built at a different time. 
They were restored in the 1990s for use 
during the tour.

The last descendants of slaves lived in 
these cabins up until 1990. He had to 
repeat that a couple times as no one 
believed that the Tour Guide. 



Carolina gold is the name of the rice. It’s 
the worlds tallest rice growing 4 foot tall. 
It’s yield per acre is three times more than 
normal rice. This meant that each acre 
could produce 2500 pounds of rice. It’s 
sold for what today would be an equivalent 
of $35 per pound. It was the rice of kings.

Carolina Gold, which is the type of rice that 
was growing here is no longer a cash crop. 
It has not been grown on the plantation 
since the end of the Civil War. In fact, it’s 



not grown anywhere in the Carolinas any 
longer. It’s only been re-introduced in 
boutique farming in the last 20 years. The 
cost per pound today is $19.99. That’s what 
mechanization does. Reduce the price from 
an adjusted $34 to $20. And no slave labor 
needed. This also is proof of what Adam 
Smith and wealth of nations said in the day 
that slavery made no economic sense. It 
was more expensive to use slavery then it is 
to use machines.

Magnolia gardens; listed as a National 
Register, or Store places the gardens was 
famous since the 1870s. The Reverend 
Drayton who managed to home at that time 
turned to tourism to survive. They would 
bring tour groups up from Charlotte on the 
river for $1.40 each, equivalent of $40 
today. That would include box lunch, and a 
tour of the gardens.



His wife hated South Carolina being from 
Philadelphia elite family. She grew to love 
the home, the state, and her husband, more 
after the gardens were constructed



The Reverend Drayton had tuberculosis. At 
that time it was thought to be incurable, 
except if you went outdoors. The doctor 
told him that if he spend time outside, he 
may be cured. In fact, working on the 
Gardens cured ham of tuberculosis.

The Reverend Drayton creator of the 
Gardens is buried here. But only his dust 
was returned here from Philadelphia, where 
he was originally entered.

The meditation bench, where the Reverend 
Drayton would sit and compose sermons. 
He said that he felt closer to God on this 
bench than anywhere else. That’s not hard 
to see.



This is an extensive garden complex. He 
built paths all along the area that meander 
around lagoons and small ponds. This took 
a lifetime of work to accomplish.



The gardens are extensive and they wind 
their way through acres on the property. 
You can see why people in the 19th century 
would’ve paid up to $40 to come out on the 
river and spend the afternoon. They 
would’ve been given a box lunch that they 
could then eat on one of the many benches 
and sit and reminisce.

Not surprisingly this is a place where many 
weddings are held. You can see how even 
the largest wedding party could easily be 
accommodated



You can easily spend half a day here and 
not see the entire grounds. We did not take 
the train tour but everything else was at 
least visited. Worth the entrance price at 
$40.

At the end of the tour you can visit the 
Peacock café. They sell beer, wine, 
sandwiches, light lunches, and coffee. We 
ordered some cold drinks and spiced cider 
and sat under the trees on a custom-made 
picnic table. It’s a good way to end the tour.



Charleston City Market; 188 Meeting St, 
Charleston, SC 29401-315

Believe it or not this is the entrance to the 



city market. Classic Greco Roman temple 
with beautiful French wrought iron trim.

Take your time and stroll through the 
market. It’s a unique layout with all the 
shops preceding one after another in two 
main structures. The total market is 1/4 of a 
mile long but only 40 feet wide.



There is limited food available in the 
market, but lots of candy and sweet 
confectionery sold. If you need bathroom 
facilities, this is a great, clean place to 
come. They are located all along the market 
and easily accessible.

Common market since 1807 it’s a must 
come location. What you don’t find here 
probably doesn’t exist in the city. It’s quite 
open and spacious even though it’s long 



and narrow.

The horse carriages go all over town and 
they include a tour guide. There are many 
different operators so check for pricing. 
The one we looked at was $50 a person for 
one hour. It may be a good choice for the 
person that wants to take a light trip around 
town and to have a tour guide included.

The last of 4 Buildings in the City Market 
Complex. Really a unique place to come 
and visit.





Old Slave Mart Museum; 6 Chalmers St, 
Charleston, SC 29401-3005

Open the 1856 the Slave Mart was the 
place where recently arrived Africans, as 
well as enslaved African-Americans, were 
sold and bartered. It’s an excellent 
museum. If you want to learn a lot about 
slavery that you did not know about then 
this is the place that you must visit.



Astonishingly as late as the 1940s the 
residents of Charlotte insisted in stating 
that slaves were never auctioned in the city. 
This was of course, absurd. It was 
discovered by historians simply by 
searching in the written archives and made 
public. Museums, such as this one, then 
began to open.



As Lincoln said, “if slavery is not wrong, 
then nothing is wrong. If slavery is not evil 
that nothing is evil.” It was a national sin 
that was made up for in the Civil War, which 
has now been updated to have killed 1 
million men. It was a terrible practice that 
exacted a terrible price to end.



We often hear about human trafficking, 
which is the contemporary term for slavery. 
But the value of human life is very high. It’s 
astonishing to see the current value of 
these enslaved Africans in today’s dollars. 
It’s disgusting to see that human beings 
were worth tens of thousands of dollars 
each.

Most disturbing is how a young girl of 15 
was worth as much is a healthy meal of 
prime working age. I won’t go into details 
why, but you can imagine. Young girls were 
used to breed other slaves and much of the 
breeding was continuous and forced, i.e. by 
rape.



A black historian spoke, eloquently and 
emotionally about enslavement. She made 
a note that at the age of 68 she is only the 
third generation removed from enslaved 
Africans. This really brought the whole 
issue close to the heart.

The ownership of another human being is 



understandably wrong. But what made it 
evil was how families were broken up and 
sold off to pay debts.

As an example, 235 black slaves were 
auctioned off to pay a $9000 debt. In 
today’s money that is $333,000 plus. This 
made the value of each Sleeve 
approximately $1400 plus. This is an 
astonishing amount of money that was 
made selling human beings.



The historian made further references to 
how corrupting slavery was. Major northern 
insurance companies, and international 
bonding agencies were involved. Slaves 
were insured against loss of life and of the 
proceeds, if they died, went to their owner. 
Slaves were given to owners on terms (50% 
down) against a bond that was bought for 
the remaining payment. So slavery was not 
only something that benefited southern 
plantation owners, but was benefiting a lot 
of northern and international business 
interests that participated.



END


