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Land, volunteers, contractors,  
donations sought for future  
McGregor build. Shown is  
construction on the Johnson home 
on Maddy Street in 2015.  
		        Dave Scott photo

Next build in 2023
McGregor, Minnesota, is where Aitkin 
County Habitat for Humanity hopes to build 
next.
The build will be in 2023. Habitat needs 
to raise $150,000 to start the build as well as 
secure a lot and volunteers. 
If you know of a lot within the city limits, 
that has access to city utilities, let us know. 
We are looking for a lot that is free or very 
low costs. We would consider tearing down 
existing structures. 

Despite the pandemic, a new home was built in Aitkin in 2021.
The homeowners are Kara Anderson, mom, who works at the  
Crosby hospital, and her children: Adriana and Damon.
						           Ann Schwartz photo



Our Caretakers
Friends of Habitat 

John Baker, project manager
John Baker of Aitkin is indeed a man of all trades. John Baker of Aitkin is indeed a man of all trades. 

He is a pastor at Aitkin’s New Life Church. He also He is a pastor at Aitkin’s New Life Church. He also 
operates the local Wausau Homes building franchise.operates the local Wausau Homes building franchise.
In the summer of 2020, Aitkin Habitat owned a  In the summer of 2020, Aitkin Habitat owned a  

building lot in Aitkin with a great partner family building lot in Aitkin with a great partner family 
chosen and money in the bank to build a home. But, chosen and money in the bank to build a home. But, 
due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, previous volunteer due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, previous volunteer 
leaders chose not to participate.leaders chose not to participate.
Baker came forward, offering to be a volunteer Baker came forward, offering to be a volunteer 

project manager. He secured a Wausau Home for project manager. He secured a Wausau Home for 
cost and donated his time to coordinate the project.cost and donated his time to coordinate the project.
Thanks, John Baker, for saving the 2021 Anderson Thanks, John Baker, for saving the 2021 Anderson 
home.You are a blessing.home.You are a blessing.

•	 To donate online https://www.givemn.org/organization/Aitkin-County-Habitat-For-Humanity 
•	 Mail a check to PO Box 281, Aitkin MN 56431
•	 Stop in at Morris, 214 1st Ave NW Aitkin MN
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Our Builders
2021 and Aitkin house

Grants received
Medtronic
Scott Family Foundation
Mille Lacs Energy
Aitkin County Soil and Water            
Enbridge
Lake Country Power
Traditions Family Foundation
Habitat International 
Otto Bremer Trust
Duluth Catholic Diocese
Aitkin County
Mille Lacs Band
Federal Targeted Advance

Civic Donations
Aitkin Women of Today
Disabled American Veterans
The Mustard Seed
Wounded Warriors

Business
Sandelands Realty
Amazon Smiles
Esquire Title

Fundraisers
Sale of used goods
Garage sales
Be the Match campaign

Churches
Fleming Methodist
Glen Community
First Lutheran
McGregor Methodist Women

Individuals
Gordon, Jean Prickett
Elissa Hartwig
Charles and Janice Tibbitts
Carol Arvig for Pat Wolleat
Pat Wolleat

Individual Donations
Charles Schotzko
David Scott 
Britta Koch
Sue Grandquist 
Will, Katherine Lentsch
Jan Kolodji
Carol McKissick
Joanne Hall
Ann Schwartz
Bob, Darlene Munneke
Kathy Docken
James, Debra Campbell
Annetta Willers
Marcia Hyytinen
Joyce, Dawn Schultz
Linda Augustson
Janet, Tim Hatfield
David, Sue Benson
Annette Walberg
Robert, Janet Haarman
Nikolas, Judith Priadka
Barry, Eileen Foss
Gerry, Julie Nelson
Andrew Priadka
David Hodges
Margaret Osborne
Steven Haasl
Nicole Navratil
Meridee Dobberstein
Kim Hibbs
Barb Matalamaki

Habitat 500
Curt Navratil
Shirley Fors
Rod Raymond
Pat Wolleat
Roxy Wigton
Jan Haselius
Annetta Willers

Home at 218 Minnesota Ave. S. Aitkin
Garrison Disposal, John Baker, Wausau 
Homes, City of Aitkin, five finish carpenters, 
Jeff Young Roofing, Nelson Construction, 
Jim Frank, Rick Liljenquist, Anderson Cus-
tom Exteriors, DuPont, Levelar, Whirlpool, 
Security Bank, Lance Baumann, Roth RV, 
Steve Freese, Midwest Machinery, Mc 
Kay Fulfillment, Beartooth Hardware, Ann 
Schwartz, Crosslake Shorewood Ceram-
ic Tile, Elan Credit, Lakes Area Habitat, 
Yeah We do Windows, Solutions Painting, 
New Day Cleaning, Kathy Robb, New Life 
Church.
All who brought food. All who babysat and 

helped the owner. All the volunteers on the 
house and garage with leads: Dennis Wat-
kins, Wayne Bauerly, Alex Schwartz, Tom 
Plaggman and Mark Greninger.
All who donated money, time, material or 

grants. 

If we missed you, please let us 
know and we can update this



Photo highlights

What a difference a 
year makes.
Top, right: The 218 
Minnesota Ave. S. Aitkin 
home was set on the 
coldest and snowiest 
day of January 2021.
Top, left: Mom Kara and 
Damon and Adriana at 
the dedication of their 
new home in September 
2021.
Middle, right: First 
Christmas morning in 
their new home
Right: Scott Schoemaker 
was among the loyal 
volunteers. 


