
 

TRUST AND ESTATE LITIGATION ON THE HORIZON 
Navigating the Surge with Baby Boomer Wealth Transfer and Blended Families 

 
The baby boomer generation has amassed a substantial amount of wealth – so much that the ongoing 
and impending transfer of assets to the next generation is now known as “The Great Wealth Transfer.” 
While many of these transfers may be smooth and without significant issues, the sheer scale of The 
Great Wealth Transfer increases the likelihood of disputes, as family dynamics, individual 
expectations, and emotional considerations come into play. The Great Wealth Transfer, coupled with 
the increasing prevalence of blended families, presents a complex scenario that is likely to lead to a 
surge in legal disputes surrounding trusts and estates. 
 
Key Factors 

□ One noteworthy factor contributing to the anticipated increase in trust and estate litigation is 
the rise of blended families.  Unlike traditional nuclear families, blended families involve 
individuals who bring children from previous relationships into a new family structure. 

o The intricate web of relationships in blended families can give rise to disputes over 
inheritance, distribution of assets, and the interpretation of estate planning documents. 

o In the context of blended families, the question of who is entitled to what becomes 
more convoluted. Stepchildren, half-siblings, and spouses from previous marriages 
may find themselves in contentious legal battles over their rightful share of the estate. 
This complexity is further compounded by the emotional nuances inherent in blended 
families, making it essential for legal professionals to navigate not only the intricacies 
of the law but also the emotional sensitivities involved. 

□ The increasing complexity of modern families, with multiple marriages, divorces, and 
remarriages, adds layers of difficulty to the estate planning process. Legal documents, such as 
wills and trusts, must be meticulously crafted to address the evolving family structures and 
avoid ambiguity that could fuel disputes in the future. 

 
How to Mitigate the Risk   

□ To mitigate the potential for trust and estate litigation, proactive estate planning is paramount. 
o Baby boomers and their families need to engage in open and transparent 

communication to establish clear expectations and address potential sources of conflict. 
o Seeking the guidance of legal professionals specializing in estate planning can help 

ensure that documents are comprehensive, well-drafted, and capable of withstanding 
scrutiny. 

o The ability to navigate the landscape of blended families and wealth distribution will 
be crucial in resolving disputes and preserving family relationships amidst the 
complexities of inheritance. 

 
The intersection of The Great Wealth Transfer and the proliferation of blended families creates fertile 
ground for an uptick in trust and estate litigation. Clear communication, thoughtful estate planning, 
and the expertise of qualified legal professionals will play pivotal roles in managing and resolving 
conflicts that may arise, ensuring a smoother transition of wealth from one generation to the next. 
 


